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As the world looks on, a family 
reaps Kosovo’s deadly harvest 


By Raymond Whitaker 
in Pristina 

and Stephen Castle * 
in Brussels 

WESTERN POWERS Were 
dragged another step closer to 
military intervention in the 
Kosovo crisis yesterday when 
another massacre, the worst 
since the killing of 45 dviliais 
- 1 Racak 10 days ago, shattered 
-—fie four-month cease-fire. 

As Christopher Hill, the US 
peace envoy, arrived to by to 
restart negotiations between 
the Serbian authorities and the 
Albanian community, the bod- 
ies of five ethnic Albanians 
were found in a tractor-trailer 
in the soutb-west of the 
province. The two adults and 
three children, member of the 
same family, had been shot 
with a machine-gun powerful 
enough to penetrate the trac- 
tor’s engine block and a hand- 
gun. A man and a woman lay 
sprawled in the cab, both with 
rwssive head wounds. Two 
cXJdren, believed to be boys 
aged 10 and 12, and a man were 
dead on a pile of com stalks in 
the wagon. 

The Albanian-run Kosovo 
Information Centre quoted wit- 
nesses as saying a troop carri- 
er of the Yugoslav security 
forces opened fire on the trac- 
tor on Sunday. 

An investigativejudgefrom 
the nearby town of Djakovica 
came to the scene escorted by 
police in armoured cars and 
civilian vehicles. Six vehicles of 
the Kosovo Verification Mission 
were also at the scene. 

“The bodies look very bad," 
said Les House, a member of 
the mission 

The latest violence has re- 
vived demands for military 
force to be used against the Ser- 
','atn leader Slobodan Milosevic. 
Ndto has already reduced the 



A Serbian policeman in Kosovo yesterday approaching the scene where five ethnic Albanians died on Sunday evening in a shooting attributed to Serbian forces Reuters 


stand-by period for military ac- 
tion from 96 to 48 hours. The lat- 
est killings may be enou gh to 
set the clock ticking. The For- 
eign Secretary, Robin Cook, 
said after a meeting of EU for- 


eign ministers in Brussels that 
they expressed outrage at last 
week’s Racak massacre. “Five 
more bodies have been found," 
he said. “I have been in contact 
with the general in charge of 


the British contingent in the 
Kosovan verification mission 
and asked for a full report into 
the circumstances of the latest 
atrocity." Mr Cook said there 
was a need to keep alive “the 


Gay sex at 16 vote in Commons 


the HOUSE of Commons was 
set to vote overwhelmingly yes- 
terday in favour of lowering the 
age of consent for gey sex from 
18 to 16. The debate was seven 
hours long and, at times, was in- 
tensely personal, tackling such 
subjects as sex, relationships, 
young love and something 
called “lifestyle’’. 

This is the second time in the 
past year that MPs have de- 
bated the measure. The last 
Bill, which was passed last 
summer with a majority of 207, 
rejected by die Lords. Yes- 
terday’s Bifi was the new: im- 
proved version aimed at 


Man remanded In custody 
A man was remanded in 
custody accused of 
kidnapping two 10-year-olds 

Home P2 

David Montgomery to go 

Chief executive of Mirror 
Group Is due to depart today 

Home P3 


ByANN TRENEMAN 

staving oS further revolt The 
most significant change is a 
new offence for a “person of 
trusT who has sex with a young 
person in their care. 

Last night there was a rumour 
the Lords would once again 
strike it down wten it readies the 
Upper House, probably after 
Easter But the Commons was 
not deterred. One MP remarked 
that this was the House’s chance 
to “act like an adultf. On the 

whole this was achieved, and with 
eloquence Men in suits spoke of 
what it can be fike tobea teenag- 


Olympfcs scandal 
The IOC feces possible legal 
action from cities that lost 
out in the awarding of games 
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Clinton trial 

The Senate trial of President 
Clinton began its final week 
Foreign PIO 


er in the middle of an identity cri- 
sis. The Labour MP Ann Keen 
sakL“Real love, real care, real 
concern means making sure 
young people are not crimi- 
nalised for their sexuality" 

The Home Secretary, Jack 
Straw, opened the debate by ex- 
plaining the Bill was not about 
lifestyle or even sex. “Instead 
it is a question of equality be- 
fore the law,” he said. The cur- 
rent law had led to “huge 
human unhappiness”. 

Sir Norman Fowler was not 
so sure. He voted to lower the 
age of consent to 18 in 1994 but 
drew the line yesterday. The 


Netanyahu attacked 

Israel’s sacked defence 
minister, Yitzhak Mordechai, 
criticised tire Prime Minister 

Foreign P11 

Sierra Leone abductions 

Rebels seized two European 
journalists in Freetown 
Foreign P12 


public, he said, was against it 
Hie new offence for “abuse 
of trust 5 ' has won over many 
Labour MPs, including Basset- 
law’s Joe Ashton. He brought a 
sheaf of cuttings to show what 
the public thought about it all 
Occasionally you heard the 
voice of homophobia. “People do 
have the choice to maintain 
setfdisdpKne," said a Tbiy Des- 
mond Swaync. Earlier the De- 
mocratic Unionist Party leaden 
Dr Ian Paisley had handed in a 
18,000-name petition calling ho- 
mosexuality an abomination 
that would lead to the judgement 
of God. But even Dr Raistey can- 


fWcrosoft takes NTL stake 
Microsoft injected $500m into 
NTL in return for 5 per 
cent of the media group. 
Business PI 3 

Agassi out 

Andre Agassi is out of the 
Australian Open 
Sport P22 


pressure of a credible military 
threat" against the Serb 
regime. But the priority was to 
bring the Serb leadership and 
the Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA) round the negotiating 
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ceded the almighty has no con- 
trol over Europe, which has de- 
creed the UK must make toe 
age of consent for homosexual 
and heterosexual sex the same. 

Sketch, page 8 


table as soon as possible. Min- 
isters of the Contact Group, 
meeting in London on Friday, 
called for a “heavy dose of in- 
ternational pressure, baritp^ by 
force". 


Kosovo had been quiet after 
the freeing on Saturday of nine 
KLA members by Yugoslav au- 
thorities and the release of five 
Serbs kidnapped by the KLA. 

Blame for toe latest mas- 


sacre was put by Albanians on 
Serbian security forces. The 
Serbs said the territory where 
the bodies were found “is con- 
trolled by the separatist so- 
caJJed KLA". They said a police 
patrol came under fire from a 
car yesterday near Glogovac. 
There was no independent con- 
firmation but it is clear Mr 
Milosevic's government wants 
to establish that every provo- 
cation is matched. 

By yesterday afternoon 
forensic togs marking entry 
holes on the tractor and evi- 
dence on the ground suggest- 
ed that another tortuous 
investigation was under way 
into whether this was a mas- 
sacre, as claimed by toe KLA 

After the Racak killings Ser- 
bia ordered out William Walk- 
er, bead of the Kosovo “peace 
verifiers;", for denouncing Ser- 
bian police for carrying out a 
massacre. It also refused to 
allow international war-crimes 
investigators into the country. 
After talks, Belgrade agreed to 
let him stay Yesterday he reit- 
erated that “unbiased ob- 
servers” would have no doubt 
that what happened at Racak 
was a massacre. 

The deaths of another five 
civilians emphasise the diffi- 
culty of Mr Hill’s task. The 
talks, which began under the 
threat of Nato bombing in Oc- 
tober: have fallen apart and 
the growing number of bloody 
interruptions to the truce be- 
tween Belgrade and the KLA 
makes them ever harder to re- 
suscitate. Mr Hill was non- 
committal yesterday after a 
meeting with Ibrahim Rugova, 
the most senior political 
spokesman for the Kosovo Al- 
banian community but his cred- 
ibility is being undermined by 
the inability of the internation- 
al community to guarantee the 
safety of his people. 


‘ 1 1 killed’ in Iraq raid 


IRAQ CLAIMED US aircraft 
killed and wounded dozens of 
civilians yesterday in an airraid 
on the southern city of Basra. 

Baghdad said British and 
American aircraft killed sever- 
al people, induding women and 
children, when they hit bouses 
on the outskirts of the city: 
“The criminals bombed a num- 
ber of residential areas ... in 
Abu Ftus, Basra airport and the 
northern Rumala (offi field,” the 
official news agency INA said 
“The indiscriminate and savage 
bombings have led to the mar- 
tyrdom of more civilians, and 
dvS defence units rusbed to the 
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Golden Globes 

What's a bunch of Hollywood 
hacks got to do with movies? 
Answer they give toe prizes 

Review Front 

David Aaronovitch 

How to make parental 
choice a reality for all 

Comment P3 


Hamlsh McRae 
The International Olympic 
Committee; a brand name in 
need of a business brain 

Comment P5 

Down on the farm 

The fiat cat whose subsidies 
make Him a figure of hate 
Features P8 


by Andrew Marshall 
in Washington . 

sites to search for bodies of 
martyrs and to rescue the 
wounded and take them to 
hospitals.” 

A CNN producer in Iraq said 
he had seen at least 20 houses 
destroyed or damaged, though 
he did not see any civilian ca- 
sualties. He said that be could 
see no air defence sites in the 
area where the damage had 
been done. 

The Pentagon said that US 
carrier-based aircraft attacked 
an Iraqi missile site and air de- 


Tom Lubbock 

Hump flesh, limp Ihnhs and 
frocks- our love affeir with In- 
gres' sensuality 

Visual Arts PIO 

Sunday Business 
Jeff Randall’s success story: 
the FT meets Loaded 

Media P14 


fence installations north of 
Basra yesterday morning after 
Iraqi aircraft entered toe south- 
ern no-fly zone, though it had 
no information on casualties. 
But it confirmed that some of 
the laser-guided bombs had 
missed their target, and said it 
wasflssessmg bomb damage 
reports. Britain deified its air- 
craft were involved. 

The daim and counter-daim 

came as the US said its forces 
had been involved in at least 
five incidents yesterday in the 
northern and southern no-fly 
zone. 

Heaviest attack, page Id 


9 “77095 1 ir 946528 

TODAY'S TELEVISION 
PAGE 18 


HOME 2-9. FOREIGN 1C-12. CUSiNESS IV. S. SH*RE PRICES IS. CHIT TRUSTS IS. SPORT 19-24. CRYPTIC CROSSWORD 24. V,' EITHER 2 


LETTERS 2. LEADERS 3. COMMENT 4-5. OBUUftRlES 6-7. FEATURES 8 , hRTS 9. VlSVJftl ARTS 10. HEALTH 11-12. MEO'ft 13-14, LISTINGS 15-16, RADIO 17 




DENT fcsbafe., — AS 
ID Austria AOMSdi 


6JQ AS Benin.. 


,.J0 St Cypres 1.20 CE Bnauk 18.00 DKr 

J50CS Czech tofuWle 112 K Hsiao* 19.00 FM 


i 16.00 FFr 

d 4.50 DU 


—2S5 rorirf Italy -5.000 L 

..12 00 SM tBzstfksura — 00.00 LFr 


0.65c lansay. .26.00 NXr Stapapm -SS&55 

i.-5-50p«der Partagal 350 Es spell _325Pta 


i -23.00 SKr Tnrtary 1.250,000 ka 

«■* 5.00 sfr dsa jaao 


Madrid * Rome • Paris" * Barcelona ♦ Munich • Dusseldorf (Mg!) • Nice' • Berlin • Shannon 


We w 



/.Ysi f tm Com 
Air //m ot lilt* Icui l W0 


n! 


Ccii! now on 


0541 500 300 

or call your travel agent 

You’re the winner when you book Debonair - 
just voted Best Low Cost Airline. 

Best for value, comfort, quality, reliability, style 
...and Affordable Business Class. 
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IN ¥THE INDEPENDENT TOMORROW 


Jh§sf4 ‘So, Peter Tatchell, would you describe yourself 

as an attention seeker?’ 





GAY RIGHTS ACTIVIST ANSWERS YOUR QUESTIONS 
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Man charged 
with kidnap 
says sorry 


A MAN who was remanded in 
custody accused of kidnapping 
two 10-year-old girls yesterday 
expressed his sorrow and re- 
morse at what had happened to 
them. 

Alan Edward Hopkinson, a 
former bank workee appeared 
before Hastings magistrates 
in Sussex charged with 10 of- 
fences including kidnap and 
false imprisonment 

But in an extraordinary 
statement after the hearing, his 
solicitor said Mr Hopkinson 
wished he could put the dock 
back and that he hoped the two 
best Mends would get over 
their ordeal 

Graeme White, a former 
mayor of Hastings, said Mr 
Hopkinson had instructed him 
to issue the statement despite 
the fact that he has not yet 
pleaded 

“Mr Hopkinson specifically 
asked me to say to you that he 
is very sorry about what hap- 
pened to the little girls, 1 "he said 

“He does hope they will be 
ab'e to put matters behind 
them given time. He wishes to 


BY KATE WATSON-SMYTH 

say that he himself wishes he 
could put the clod back." 

He added that Mr Hopkin- 
son, an unemployed bachelor, 
had been very depressed and 
upset 

“He has not been very well 
but he has had two good nights 
sleep and he has been given 
sleeping tablets by the doctor. 
He has been in some physical 
discomfort with his stomach. 

“Obviously it has been a 
great shock for him to be ar- 
rested" 

When asked if Mr Hopkinson 
would therefore be pleading 
guilty to the charges, Mr White 
said; “There are no specific ad- 
missions that have been made. 
I cannot say any more about it 
at all He just asked me to ex- 
press his remorse." 

Earlier, Mr Hopkinson, of 
Langney. Eastbourne, ap- 
peared in the dock flanke d fay 
security guards. He wore a 
jacket, grey trousers and a 
green crew neck pullover 

He did not speak during the 


five minute hearing during 
which he was accused of two 
counts of child abduction, two 
counts of false imprisonment 

two of kidnapping and four oth- 
ers r elating to serious assaults. 
He was remanded in custody to 
Lewes prison for one week. 
He will reappear in court on 1 
February. 

An expert criminal lawyer 
said yesterday that it was ex- 
traordinary for a man to ex- 
press his remorse for an 
offence before he had pleaded 
as it could prejudice his 
chances of denying the 
charges. *Et is certainly vay un- 
usual and unadvisable,” he 
said. “I have neverheard of this 
before - solicitors usually advise 
their clients to say nothing at 
alL If I was instructed to issue 
a similar statement 1 would 
probably refuse. ‘ 

“It may be that he is hoping 
itwill act as mitigation if he puts 
his hands up straight away but 
it's certainly not very clever.” 

Mr White made no applica- 
tion for ball and reporting re- 
strictions were not lifted. 



Graeme White, the solicitor for Mr Alan Edward Hopkinson, after die hearing yesterday 
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Yemen seeks extradition of militant London ima 


■ :W#V, 


YEMEN YESTERDAY, asked 
Britain for the extradition of 
Abu Hamza al-Masri, the mili- 
tant Islamic cleric based in 
London, for carrying out armed 
attacks in Yemen. Abu Hamza 
has admitted to contacts with 
the leader of the kidnappers 
who last month killed four 
hostages, including three 
Britons. 

The request came in a letter 
from the Yemeni President, Ali 
Abdullah Saleh to Tbny Blair, 
banded to Victor Henderson, 


By Patrick Cockburn ■ 
in Sanaa, 

and Gary Finn 

the British ambassador in 
Sanaa 

According to the official 
news agency, it “included a re- 
quest by the Yemeni govern- 
ment to handover the terrorist 
Abu Hamza al-Masri. who is re- 
siding in London, to be tried on 
charges of carrying out terror- 
ist activities in Yemen and in 
several other Arab states.” 


BRITAIN TODAY 


, A spokesman for the Home :: 
Office said it neither confirmed 
nor denied extradition requests 
as a matter of course. 

Earlier a senior Yemeni of- 
ficial expressed his anger over 
Britain's behaviour to Yemen 
since the killing of the hostages 
on 28 December: “Yemen is 
being subjected to a stream of 
smears in the mass media in- 
stigated by the Foreign Office," 
he said. 

He was particularly enraged 
by the lack of British govern- 


ment action againstr.Abu 
Hamza, the head of the 
Supporters of Sharia (Islamic 
law) group based in Finsbury 
Park, north London, who says 
he isan Afghan war veteran who 
lost his hands in a mine explo- 
sion. The sheikh had just said 
on the Arab satellite television 
channel al-Jezira, widely 
watched in Yemen, that foreign 
visitors to the country were 
“tike dumb animals- whoever 
imprisons them can do what he 
likes with them". He said 


Yemen was not a Muslim state 
because it was not based on the 
Sharia. By his own account 
Abu Hamza had told the kid- 
nappers to “do all you can to 
preserve the blood of Mus- 
lims", implying that it was ac- 
ceptable to kill Christians. 

■ The exact relationship 
between Abu Hamza, with his 
calls for holy war. the five 
British Muslims on trial this 
week in Aden for planning 
armed attacks and Abu Hassan, 
the leader of the kidnap gang 


who killed the four tourists, is 
still unclean But to the Yemeni 
government it looks like a plot 
instigated from Britain with 
the knowledge of British 
intelligence. 

‘Abu Hamza did not hide his 
intelligence connections," said 
the Yemeni official. “Soon you 
will not be able to tell the dif- 
ference between London and 
Tehran [as centres for Islamic 

militants ] " 

He pointed to the telephone 
conversation, made at the tone 


of the kidnapping, between Abu < 
Hamza in London and Abu 
Hassan in his mountain 
hideout, as evidence of Abu 
Hamza’s role in the hostage- 
taking. He added that the 
■ involvement of the British 
group facing trial in Aden was 
underlined by the fact that one 
of them, Mohsin Ghalain. is 
Abu Hamza's step-son and his 
fan son. Mohammed Mustapha 
Kamil, is on the run in Yemen. 

Abu Hamza said last night he 
was not worried by the extra- 



: tfitioti request -me 
have a big cheek to askftrfn^UU 
extradition hoe”, he said. 

“Their economic policy in’ 
Yemen has forced the Yemeni *£. : 
people to resort to kidnapping ’ 
to get their basic rights, so the' \E': 
situation is of their own mak- 
mg." He said it was “hypocrit- 
ical to say the least to allow KF 
Salman Rushdie to publish pf 
what he calls a dream but then _ 

persecute [the group] Sup- 
porters of Sharia for simply re- 
porting true events abroad 


MUVI1 lUUdJT ii. ., 


14 Temperature. °C 

Wind speed, i 
and direction 


Wind speed, mph 


ON: V"-'.'/- U 

A" 






8 


8 . 


©E . 


LIGHTING UP 


.■ ‘ * -.J ■ 


AM 

HT 

PM 

HT 

• * * V. 

Aaoomouth 

1 03 10.9 

1»8 11.0 


Cork 

- 


12-20 

3.3 

- . *-■' .. •* 

Devooporc 

- 

- 

12.05 

4.7 


Dover 

s.ia 

6.0 

6.00 

57 

Dun Laoghalre 

6.31 

3.6 

6.53 

3.8 


FUmoatb 

1 1.36 

4.S 

- 

- 


Greenock 

6.45 

3.1 

7.21 

3.1 


Hnrwkh 

5. 54 

3.6 

6.42 

3 5 

* • t 

Hofvhead 

4.56 

4.7 

5-25 

4.9 


Kan (Albore Dk) 12 .08 

7.9 

1.03 

7.S 

Wnxs Lynn 

12.24 

5.7 

1.20 

5.4 

0 ,:- g- 

Lekh 

9.21 

4.6 

9.46 

4.9 

Liverpool 

5.37 

7.9 

6.11 

8.2 


Mdftxd Haven 

12.24 

5.7 

1.01 

5.8 


Newquay 

- 

■ 

12.02 

5.9 

9^. •••••. 

Portland 

12.48 

1.6 

Ml 

1.6 


PoRsmootfa 

6.00 

4.3 

6.27 

4.1 

PwObefl 

2.33 

3.8 

3.11 

39 

mmm 

Scarborough 

Wick 

10.57 

5.58 

4.9 

3.0 

1 1-21 
6.18 

5.0 

32 


FORECAST 

General situation East and south-east England will have some sunshine but It 
will cloud over with ram later this afternoon. Wales and western England will 
have a few showers, merging to give longer periods of rain around midday with 
snow possible over the hills. Nortnem Ireland will be breezy and wet. the rain 
turning to sleet or snow later. Scotland will be cold with wintry showers, but will 
have some sunny spells. More persistent rain and hill-snow is liWy In the Bor- 
ders. 

SE England, London. E Anglia: It will start cold, but bngfu before rapidly 
clouding over with rain breaking out from mid -afternoon onwards A fresh south- 
westerly wind. Mu temp 8- IOC |46-50F). 

Cent S England. Midlands. Channel is, Eft NB England: Soon becoming 
cloudy with rain spreading from the west. A fresh south-westerly wmd. Max 
U>mp7-9C(45-48F). 

Cent N A NW England, SW England, Wales, Lake Dist. brie of IB am It will 
be overcast and very blustery with some heavy ram, turning to sleet or stow on 
the hills. A strong south-westerfy wind. Man temp 7-9C 145-48F). 

N Ireland! Heavy rain for a time, but becoming brighter, but colder with some 
sleet or snow showers on the hills. A fresh south-westerly wind, becoming north- 
westerly. Max temp 4-fiC (39-43F) 

S* * SE Scotland, Glasgow, EtUnbargh: It will be cold, but bright before rain 
and hill-snow spread eastwards. A moderate south-westerly wind, backing north- 
westerly later. Max temp 3-6C (37-43F). 

NIB St NE Scotland, Aberdeen, WAN Isles: There will be some sunshine, but 
it will also be rather cold and showery, the showers of sleet or snow in the hills. 
A moderate to fresh north-westerly wind. Max temp 3-5C (37-41 F). 


OUTLOOK 

Cold on Wednesday with overnight ram and hill-snow clearing the south-east leav- 
ing sunny spells before more rain spreads into the west. Apart from the for north- 
east or bcoturd. most places will be very mild on Thursday but cloudy with rain. 
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London: Ai2 Green Man Rowtdatwut 
J-evtonsono Major roadworks on now Mil 
road. Una 3ia December, 
esmbridgnshb* A10 between radon and 
Mil. Rosurtadng and bridge maneranco 
wdrir at Shopretft MBL Unut 1 4th February. 
Bristol: M5 J18-19. Mapr Roadworke on 
Avonmanh Bridge. Unti 23rd Juie 2001 
Lancashire: M6 Between jzj Sbmdsn and 
J28 Leyland. Roadworks: contraflow and a 
"mph spaed tart eflfwr &de of Chamodc 
Richard Services. Untfl 15th Febmay 
GnwtBr Manchester A57. Narrow lanes 
“anchesier-btMd. due to Metre** con- 


(rtuetto worit UnS 2Bth Februant 
South Yorkshire: Ml Between J34 Tretey 
Viaduct (AGIOS) & J34 Tinsley Viaduct 
(A6178I. Sheffield. C arria g ewa y reduced to 2 
lanes Huthbonl Until 2fS November 2000. 
Dumfries end Galloway: A74 between 
Be a ttocfc and J16 Amandale Major road- 
works, ixrffl 31st January 
Suffofc:A14 Fetotom Docks. Roedncris. 
irti 28th Fatrauy 

AA Rndnotch; Gill 0336 401777 fw the 

latest local and national traffic news. Source: 
The Automobile Association Calls charged 
at 5 Op per mm (Inc VAT) 


Belfast 

Birmingham 

Bristol 

Glasgow 

London 

Manchester 

Newcastle 


4. 69pm ro 8 2 Jam 
4.42pm to 7.57am 
4.48pm to 7.56am 
4.37pm to 8.21am 
4.39pm to 7.47am 
4.39pm to 3.03am 
4.30pm to 8.06am 


HIGH TIDES 


Height mcosored m metres 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 



NO, 

SO, 

London 

Good 

Good 

S England 

Good 

Good 

Whies 

Good 

Good 

C England 

Good 

Good 

N England 

Good 

Good 

Scotland 

Goad 

Good 

N Ireland 

Good 

Good 


SUN a MOON 


Sua rises: 07.49 
Sun sets: 16.37 
Moon rises: 7 1 .40 
Moon sets: 01.00 
Fell Moon: Jan 31s* 
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EXTREMES 

Warmest: Southampton 13C (55F) 

Coldest (day): Eskddlemulr 3C (37F) 

Watt tat: Stup 1.57 ins 

Sunniest: KilketH 4 0 hrs 

For 24hrs to 2pm Monday 

Son Rain Mas 

hrs In *C *F 

Aberdeen 

1.9 

0 

7 

45 

Anglesey 

0 

0.04 

9 

48 

Avtefrvore 

2.2 

0.19 

5 

41 

BoVast 

0 

0.14 

6 

43 

Birmingham 

0 5 

0 01 

7 

45 

Bonmetnooth 

2.1 

0.16 

10 

50 

Bristol 

0.8 

0 04 

10 

50 

Buxton 

0.1 

0.11 

6 

43 

Cardiff 

0.7 

0.14 

9 

48 

Clacton 

2 0 

0.04 

7 

45 

Cromer 

0 3 

0.01 

7 

45 

Edinburgh 


0.06 

7 

45 

Ennooth 

5.2 

0.04 

10 

50 

FtebgaaTd 

□ 

0.04 

9 

48 

Folkestone 

2.7 

0 07 

11 

52 

Glasgow 

U 

0 04 

7 

45 

Hastings 


0.05 

11 

52 

Horn 

0.9 

0.02 

9 

48 

Isle-or-man 

0 

0 08 

9 

48 

Isfo-ar-wlghr 

- 

0.04 

11 

52 

Jersey 

0 

0.10 

10 

50 

Kendal 

0 

0.19 

8 

46 

Leeds 

1.0 

0.01 

9 

48 

Lerwick 

0 

0 31 

6 

43 

I Lfttlehampton 2.5 

0.03 

11 

52 

London 

1.3 

0.04 

10 

50 

Lowestoft 

0.5 

0.06 

e 

46 

Manchester 

0.3 

0.03 

7 

45 

Margate 

24 

0.01 

11 

52 

Morecambc 

0 

0.17 

s 

46 

Newcastle 

0.8 

0 

9 

48 

Newquay 

0 3 

0.08 

11 

52 

Norwich 

0.5 

0.06 

3 

46 

Oxford 

0.2 

o.w 

9 

48 

Ross-on-wye 

0 

0.02 

9 

48 

Sakorabe 

- 

• 

. 

. 

Scarboroogh 

0 

0.01 

6 

43 

Shrewsbury 

0 

003 

8 

46 

Southend 

. 


_ 

_ 

Southport 

- 

0.02 

9 

48 

Stornoway 

3.5 

0.29 

6 

43 

Swanage 

19 

0.24 

10 

50 

Tenby 

0.2 

0.07 

10 

50 

Torquay 

0.5 

0.08 

12 

54 

1 Weston s Ida re - 

- 

- 

- 

| Weymouth 

0 

0.19 

10 

50 

24 hours to 6pm (GMT) Sunday: 

Information by PA WeaEhetCencre 


WEATHERLINE 

For the latest forecasts dial 0891 5009 
fo 1 lowed by die two digits for yew area. 
Sovree: Pw Met. Office. Cam charged at 
50p per m*i |i*k VAT) 
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Rain or 
Shine... 

BAD WEATHER caused $90bn 
(£ 6.25bniof damage last year, 
according to US researchers, 
who pinned the blame on el 
Nino, the wanning of the Pa- 
cific Ocean, and its cousin, la 
Nifia, the sudden cooling pat- 
tern which follows. 

Munich Re, the world’s 
largest reinsurer, said natur- 
al disasters caused 50,000 
deaths and damage costing 
more than $90bn in 1998, com- 
pared with 13,000 deaths and 
damage of $30bn in 1997. 
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THE WORLD 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 



‘-'f 




THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 



Low K will move east. Low X will move south-east and deepen. High M will 
build northwards. 


THE WORLD YESTERDAY 
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‘Bullied’ rail staff 
ballot on strike 


HUNDREDS OF white-collar 
workers at a privatised rail 
company are to vote on a one- 
day strike in protest at the 
company's alleged “culture of 
bullying", it was announced 
yesterday. 

If the ticket-office staff, cler- 
ical and technical workers at 
Connex walk out it will be their 
union's first day of action since 
the 1926 general strike. 

The Transport Salaried 
Staffs Association warned it 
will ballot 800 workers from 1 
February unless Connex 
agrees to an independent study 
into allegations of bullying. 

A recent union survey of 
staff at Connex. the French- 
owned operator of commuter 


By Alan Jones 


services across south-east 
England, showed high levels of 
stress, overwork and unhappi- 
ness. “We have been trying for 
months to make Connex un- 
derstand the effects that poor 
senior management and con- 
stant bullying are hav ing on 

staff morale and service levels,” 

said Jon Allen, assistant gen- 
era] secretary of the TSSA. 

“This isn’t an old-fashioned 
dispute about pay buta cry for 
help from staff who can't stand 
being treated tike this any 
longer.” 

A Connex spokesman denied . 

there was any bullying in the 
company. . 




OVer 50 and reneiving your 

home 

insurance? 

Try Saga for high quality cover 


0800 414 525 

quoting reference ID 1 920 

Our lines are open 8.30am to 7 p m weekdays, 

and 9am to I pm Saturday. 

Sap Service) would hlte to umd m 


Information on other Sap products and 
services and may pais on your dreuis » 
other Sap companies for thu purpose 
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hard man 
sees his 
dreams 
die in the 
Mirror 
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ONE OF the most spectacular 
boardroom bust ups of recent 
years wffi climax today with the 
expected ousting of David 
Montgomery from the job of 
chief executive of Mirror Group. 

OffidaDy; Mr Montgomery is 
preparing his departure be- 
cause he has lost the confidence 
of shareholders and non-exec- 
utive directors. But behind that 
rather dry explanation lies a 
^ tale of intrigue, secret meetings 
and boardroom plotting. 

It is a corporate battle which 
has set chief executive and 
chairman at one another’s 
throats. It has also produced a 
classic dash of style and culture 

In one corner the dour; so- 
cially gauche Mr Montgomery, 
a wotting class loyalist from 
Bangor, Co Down. In the other 
the wity and urbane Mirror 
Group chairman. Sir Victor 
Blank, a well-known investment 
banker 

Tb the victor; the spoils, is the 
convention in war But in this 
^ase the postscript will almost 


1 Yr'TsOY 

filial 


of the Mirror Group as an in- 
dependent company. At least 
- two predators are cirding. With 

•_r Mr Montgomery gone. Sir Vic- 

_ tor wiQ have removed the last 

impediment to the sate of Mir- 
ror Group to another newspa- 
per publisher 

M Mr. Montgomery, a man not 
I short of enemies in the mafia, 

was once described as someone 
who could lower the tempera- 
ture of a room simply by em 
tering it 

Within the industry he is 
7 known as something of an out- 

*. sides a cold, calculating figure 
with Bttte time for sodal niceties 
: who prospered by a combina- 
tion of brains, hard work and, 
7 when necessary ingratiation. 

But his business acumen 
^jpas not saved him this time. Mr 
Z Montgomery’s fete was seated 

early yesterday when he met 
Mirror Group's biggest share- 
holder, the giant pension fund 
manager Phillips & Drew, run 


BY Michael Harrison 
and Steve Boggan 

by Tony Dye. The Mirror boss 
was told that he had two choic- 
es: either to go voluntarily with 
his dignity intact or to be forced 
out ignominiously by a vote of 
the board or at a spedal share- 
holders’ meeting. 

Last night, Mr Montgomery 
was still dinging to power and 
claiming the support of his fel- 
low executives and at least one 
non-executive. But barring a 
mirade of Biblical proportions, 
his departure will be confirmed 
after a board meeting today. 

Mr Montgomery has no 
shortage of detractors in na- 
tional newspaper journalism 
ready to share a cruel stoiy 
about “Monty”. David Banks, a 
former editor of The Mirror, 
used to call him the Cabin Boy 
because of the way he “sucked 
up” to people. 

Aside from Robert Maxwell, 
he is arguably the most un- 
popular newspaperman ever to 
walk Fleet Street His talent 
was for cutting costs, a spe- 
ciality that made him a hate fig- 
ure among those whose jobs he 
eliminated and those whose 
journalism he undermined. 

Tfetin the eyes of the City Mr 
Montgomery is reckoned to 
have done a reasonable job 
and in the early days of his 
stewardship he had what pass- 
es for a fen chib in the Square 
Mite. Since rescuing Mirror 
Group from the ruins of the 
Maxwell era be has been 
steady progress, with one or 
two exceptions such as its foray 
into Live TV. 

When he took over the share 
price was languishing at less 
than 60p. It is now above 200p 
and after a long period of stag- 
nation the flagship title, The 
Mirror, is now clawing back 
ground in the circulation battle 
among the red tops. 

But ultimately cost-cutting 

can only take a business so far. 
Fbr an encore. Mirror Group’s 


David Montgomery, who has been told that he can go voluntarily, with his dignity intact, or be forced out ignominiously Edward Sykes 


big City shareholders have de- 
rided they want someone who 
can take the business forward 
and earn them a better return 
either by selling out or merging 
with a rival publisher. 

Mr Montgomery apparent- 
ly, is not that man. He (foes not 
feature in the future plans of ei- 
ther of the two bidders who 
have so far declared their 
bands -the regional newspaper 
group Trinity and Regional In- 
dependent Media, which is 
chaired by the former Conser- 
vative party chairman, Sir Nor- 
man Ebwlec, and publishes the 
Yorkshire Post among its titles. 

After a cat-and-mouse game 
lasting six months. Sir Meter 
has concluded that Mr Mont- 
gomery has never been inter- 
ested in any deal that would 
undermine his own power base. 
As one adviser to the Mirror 
chairman put it: “The fact is 
Montgomery would be an im- 


pediment to any deal ... be- 
cause he has derided that sav- 
ing his own skin is more 
important than serving the in- 
terests of shareholders.” 

As an ex-editor of both the 
News of the World and Tbday, 
Mr Montgomery has not been 
afraid of taking the Fleet Street 
battle to his enemies. The 
Montgomery camp has had 
three spin doctors working for 
it inducting David Burnside, a 
former head of PR at British 
Airways at the height of the 
dirty tricks saga 

Lo and behold, last week- 
end’s press was full of anti- 
Blank stories accusing him of 
mating secret contact with po- 
tential bidders without the 
knowledge of the rest of the 
board and meeting Mirror 
shareholders without the com- 
pany’s advisers being present - 
something which breaches cor- 
porate governance principles. 


Mr Montgomery will be well- 
rewarded on his departure. He 
is on a two year contract and 
earns more than £500,000 a 
year In addition he has 400,000 
stare options left having al- 
ready made £650,000 from cash- 
ing in other options. 

Nor does his career path 
suggest that the media world 
has heard the last of David 
Montgomery. 

Bora in 1948 into a loyalist 
Presbyterian femfly, his first 
foray into journalism came at 
Queens University where he 
edited the student newspaper 
The Gaum, an editorship that 
involved writing disapproving 
stories of wasteful students 
spending their grants on booze. 

After graduating, he moved 
to Manchester on the DaHy 
Mirror's training scheme 
where he was remembered as 
a hard-working journalist -who 
showed more of an interest in 


production than writing - an 
early sign of his determination 
to be an editor 
According to Chris Horne, 
author of L?ve TV, an account 
of Montgomery’s downmarket 
foray into cable television, 
Derek Jameson, the head of the 
Manchester office, remembers 
repeatedly telling him to “piss 
off” after being pestered for 
extra work every night 
In 1980, Montgomery moved 
to London and later joined Nick 
Lloyd at The Sun. Lloyd was to 
become editor of the News of 
the World with Montgomery 
as his deputy but within three 
years Montgomery took over 
In 1987, Rupert Murdoch 
bought Today and installed 
Montgomery as editor He was 
quick to identity a new market 
-aspirattonalwarmabe yuppies 
who wore power suits, dreamed 
of driving Porsches but who 
claimed to have an interest in 


Sir Victor Blank, City deal 
maker and former chair- 
man of investment bank 
Charterhouse 
Brought in as Mirror Group 
chairman to find a buyer or 
merger partner. Concluded 
that was impossible with a 
chief executive more Inter- 
ested in ‘saving his own 
skin than representing 
shareholder interests". 




Sir Norman Fowler, for- 
mer Conservative cabinet 
minister and chairman of 
Regional Independent 
Media. 

Made 2Q0p-a-share bid for 
Mirror Group. Questions 
about his contacts with the 
Mirror chairman Sir Victor 
Blank and whether he 
would be suitable to run a 
Labour-supporting paper. 


the environment Montgomery 
called his new constituency 
the “Green Greedy People”. 

After an unsuccessful man- 
agement buyout attempt he 
found himself at the door of 
Lord Hollick of the MAI finan- 
cial services group. Hollick rec- 
ommended he be installed as 
chief executive of Mirror Group, 
an appointment approved by 
one vote. 

Live TV was perhaps his 
lowest point appointing the for- 
mer Sun editor Kelvin MacKen- 
zie to churn out programmes 
featuring topless darts, the news 
bunny and a Norwegian weath- 
er forecaster in a bikini. 

His passing is not likety to be 
mourned by journalists at The 
Mirror. They after all, were the 
ones who nicknamed him 
“Rommel” - because at least 
Monty was on our side. 

City seeks auction, page 18 
Outlook, page 15 
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Tony Dye, head of Phillips 
& Drew, Mirror Group's 
largest shareholder. 
Threatened to call an extra- 
ordinary meeting of share- 
holders to oust Mr 
Montgomery if he did not 
agree to go voluntarily. He 
backs an all-share offer for 
Mirror from the regional 
newspaper group Trinity. 
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Ofsted queries value of 


THERE IS NO hard evidence 
that homework raises educa- 
tional standards, according to 
a new study. 

A report published yesterday 
by the Office for Standards in 
Education says that schools 
need to focus on the quality 
rather than the quantity of the 
homework that they set 

Minis ters have for the first 
time set national guidelines on 
the amount of homework pupils 

should do, rising from 20 min- 
utes a day for five-year-olds to 
two-and-a-baif hours a day for 
16-year-olds. And parents and 


BY JUDITH JUDD 
Ed ucation Editor 

teachers are convinced of 
homework's value, says the 
study, which draws on a review 

erf research carried out over the 

last decade. 

But the report Homework 
Leanmgfiom Practice points 
out that: “It is very difficult to 

identify a clear homework effect 

separate from the influence of 
... factors such as home and 
family background which are 
themselves commonly associ- 
ated with achievement." 


Later; it adds: “Frequency of 
homework or amount of time 

spent are relatively crude mea- 
sures and do not address the 
issue of quality." 

Research does not tell us, 
says the report, what sort of 
homework is most effective but 
a dear tmk with schoohrork, a 
strong partnerships with parents 
and proper setting and mark- 
ing of work; may an play a part. 

Findings from the most 
recent international study the 
Third International Maths and 
Science Survey suggest that 
those children who do moder- 


WORKING BRIEF 

The new face of homework, one Junior school’s definition: 

■ weekly learning of tables; 

■ weekly learning oF spelling; 

■ reading to a family member; 

■ family visits to museum, farm etc; 

■ completing "topic” assignments at weekends or in holi- 
days; 

■ activities such as sport, clubs. Cubs, dancing or choir; 

■ musical instrument practice: 

■ extra-curricular activities at school 

ate amounts of homework tend En glis h primary school chil- 
to do a little better than those dren spend less time on home- 
who spent either a lot of time work than their peers in other 
or very little studying at home, countries but the difference is 


much less fiar secondary pipls, 
according tp the survey; which 

was carried out by the National 

Foundation for Educational 
Research. The Ofeted report, ty 
Penelope Weston, who was 
formerly a researcher at the 
foundation, involved a tele- 
phone survey of 227 primary 
and 141 secondary schools as 
well as 29 case studies. 

Mrs Weston says that 
schools need to decide on a 
clear definition of homework 
find communicate it to par- 
ents. "Perhaps too much has 
been taken for granted - for 
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of what homework is.” 

Homework, she points out, 
has changed over the past 30 
rears. It is no longer the senes 
of dearly defined exercises 
from textbooks that most par- 
ents remember; 

Instead, it way include 


There is debate, too* about 

the role of parents. - . 

While most primary schools 
encourage parents to helpwitii 


■-m.. 


are anxious to promote mde- -r , 

« ^ /Via comndare ■■ 


• ■; 

tape-recording or word' 

- wiwnOTV ^rhoo 


suggested that “homework 
could be any activity which will 
encourage the social s k il l s of 
sharing and co-operation" . 


school to tell parents of 1C land ' j!***f\ 
li-year-olds not to help fear v.-. 
children with homework. .• 

- Some teachers argued feat- # 
it was unfair for schools tos^l^.y- ■ 
homework which requir» ^iVi v 


many pupils may receive no. ■ 
help at home. 


Nurses seek 
£750 for new 
year shifts 
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NURSES AND other National 
Health Service staff demanded 
a bonus of £500 yesterday for 
working on Millennium Eve 
and £250 for working the morn- 
ing after. Some nurses with 
scarce specialisms have threat- 
ened to resign from the NHS 
next December and go to 
work for agencies who will be 
charging hospitals £600 for 
their services. 

Union leaders warned the 
NHS Executive it could be tfif- 
ficult or impossible to persuade 
employees to turn up during the 
celebrations unless there is a 
substantial one-off payment 
Leaders of the million NHS 
staff calculate that their claim 
for a bonus would cost the ser- 
vice an extra £l50m. 

Paul Marks, deputy head of 
health at public service union 
Unison, told management that 
some of his members might in- 
sist on “freelancing" elsewhere 
unless the NHS can make it 
worth their while. "Everyone 
wants to celebrate the millen- 
nium and everyone wants the 
NHS to run smoothly over the 
holiday. It is only fair that the 
people who have to give up their 
own celebrations should re- 
ceive some reward," he said 

Employees* leaders said 
some upmarket restaurants in 


By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 

London were paying waiters 
£1,000 for working on New 
Year's Eve and health workers 
might decide to boost their 
meagre naming s Mr Marks 
said staff with specific skills, 
such as those in catering, might 
want to take advantage of big 
bonuses elsewhere and others, 
such as porters, could find 
work as security guards. 

A circular from the NHS has 
advised trusts to pay normal 1 
rates (xi3l December and ithint- j 
ed that anyone rrot turning in for 
work should be disciplined. 

A spokeswoman for the NHS 
co nfir med that management 
had received the claim and 
would reply in due course. 

■ A university that planned to 
charge student nurses - who re- 
ceive an annual bursary of 
£5,300 - for their uniforms was 
forced into a climbdown yes- 
terday by Frank Dobson, the 
Secretary of State for Health. 

Kingston University in Sur- 
rey had planned to introduce a 
charge of £100 for foe traditional 
uniform for students starting 
training next month. But when 
the details emerged yesterday 
Mr Dobson reacted swiftly to 
have the decision reversed 
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Kimberley Halls, 15, of New Hall School. Chelmsford, dressed as a 19th-century pupil as part of celebrations to mark the school's 200th anniversary at its site John Jhdjpgj? 
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Labour tries to stamp 
out anti-Blair network 


LABOUR PARTY leaders will 
launch a crackdown today 
against a rebel grassroots 
movement set up to oppose gov- 
ernment policies and Tony 
Blair’s “control freakeiy” in 
the running of the party. 

The National Executive 
Committee will outlaw a group 
of activists in Leeds in the 
hope of preventing the growth 
of a nationwide network of anti- 
Blair dissidents. 

The NEC will declare that 
the Leeds branch of the Inde- 
pendent Labour Network is 
“ineligible for affiliation to the 
Labour Party" - the same 
method used by Neil Kinnock 
to ban the Trotskyist Militant 
Tendency in the mid -Eighties. 
However, the NEC will be told 
there is growing criticism of the 
party leadership among the 
party’s grass roots. 

Six constituency parties 
have tabled motions to today's 
meeting, expressing their hos- 
tility to Mr Blair's leadership. 
Some oppose his move to pre- 
vent Ken Livingstone becoming 

Mayor of London and his 
attempts to forge closer links 


BY ANDREW GRICE 

Political Editor 

with the Liberal Democrats. 
The Islington South and Fins- 
bury party of Chris Smith, the 
Secretary of State for Culture, 
has pleaded with Mr Blair to 
"tighten up a bit”. 

Its motion says it is “disap- 
pointed at the level of cen- 
tralised control which the 
Labour leadership appears to 
be exercising over the party". 

Mr Smith’s local party adds: 
“While we appreciate the need 
to avoid damaging press stories 
of splits, we believe there 
should be more room for con- 
structive dissent than the lead- 
ership currently seems 
prepared to allow." 

Labour members in the 
Tiverton and Honiton con- 
stituency express their “grow- 
ing alarm” at what they call 
“the manipulation of the 
democratic procedures” by 
party officials over the selection 
of Labour’s candidates for the 
Mayor of London and the 
leader of the Welsh assembly. 

The local party in Folke- 


stone and Hythe criticises the 
Cabinet fix: extending policy co- 
operation with the liberal De- 
mocrats without seeking the 
NEC's approval. However; the 
NEC wifi dismiss the grassroots 
backlash by acting firmly 
against the Leeds rebels. 

Four left-wingers in the dty 
have already been expelled 
and two suspended, and today’s 
meeting will approve moves to 
expel another local activist, 
Jane Young In a confidential 
report to today's meeting, 
Labour officials say the Indep- 
endent Labour Network is 
“operating contrary to the aims 
and values of the party", has its 
own finances and is seeking to 
attract membership. 

The report says “it is a cause 
of considerable concern" that 
Ms Young is an integral part of 
the leadership of the indepen- 
dent network. It accuses her of 
supporting attacks on Fabian 
Hamilton, the Labour MP for 
Leeds North East, who was 
selected to fight the last general 
election after the Labour lead- 
ership vetoed Liz Davies, a 
former Islington councillor, 


because of her hard left views. 
To Mr Blair’s embarrassment, 
Ms Davies was elected to fee 
NEC last September and will be 
present for today’s discussion. 

The Leeds group was set up 
last June, one of the first local 
branches of a national Inde- 
pendent Labour Network 
planned by Ken Coates and 
Hugh Kern two members of the 
European Parliament, who 
were expelled from the Labour 
Party a year ago after thqy 
decided to join the Green Party. 

The Leeds group riaiwis a. 
sig n i fi cant number of Labour 
members believe Mr Blair is 
doing to the country what he 
has done to the party — • 
“essentially this is to destroy aH 
of the democratic structures in 
fee organisation”. 

Its campaign material says: 
“New Labour is no more than 
an alternative Tory govern- 
ment under a Labour flag” 

The group wants to “force 
the Labour Party back to its 
principles” and warns: “If this 
proves impossible, other cours- 
es of action may have to be 

considered.” 


MP in court over poll fraud 


SMOKING CAUSES CANCER 

Chief Medical Officers’ Warning 


MOHAMMED SARWAR, the 
Labour MP far Glasgow Govan, 
appeared before the High Court 
in Edinburgh yesterday to face 
acc u sation of electoral fraud, 
attempting to pervert the 
course of justice and a false de- 
claration of election expenses. 

The criminal charges are 
the most serious levelled 
against a siting MP for more 

than two decades. The trial is ex- 
pected to last at least eight 
weeks and could prove an awk- 
ward distraction for foe Labour 
Party as it tries to focus atten- 
tion on its campaign for fee Scot- 
tish parliamentary elections. 

The provisional list of wit- 
nesses for the prosecution in- 
dudes Nick Brown, the former 


BY STEPHEN GOODWIN 
Scotland Correspondent 

chief whip and now Minister of 
Agriculture, senior officials of 
the Scottish Labour Party sev- 
eral journalists and a large 
number of people from the Pol- 
Iokshields area of Glasgow; the 
heart of Mr Sarwar’s con- 
stituency. 

Mr Sarwar, 46, and his co- 
accused on one charge, Mum- 
taz Hussain, appeared in court 
for about 20 minutes before 
Lady Cosgrove. Scotland's only 
woman High Court judge, ad- 
journed fee trial until today. 

Mr Sarwar became Britain’s 
first Muslim MP when be was 
elected for Govan in May 1997 



- _ ; ~ a/uul up 

a multi-million pound cash- 
and-cany business before en- 
tering politics. 

k* 5 arrays 
protested his innocence of the 
allegations, which all relate to 
fee 1.997 general election peri- - 

od m Govan. He is accused of 
paving formed a fraudulent 

SChpjno tn tL. 


Sarwan Trial is expected to 
last for eight weeks 

after a hard-fought contest with 
fee Scottish National Party. 
Born in Pakistan, he came to 

Britain in 1976 and, from sell- 


Srs?? incomplete dSfc 
ration of his election expenses. 

A member of the Labour 
Part ysmce 1984, Mr Sarwar be- 
^eaGfasgoweoiSS. 
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Cities may sue 
IOC over bids 
lost to bribes 


--;iv „ 



THE EMBATTLED Internation- 
al Olympic Committee (TOC) 
faces the threat of legal action 
for compensation by cities 
which have lost out in the 
awarding of the games. 

Facing the worst corruption 
scandal in the IOC's history 
and increasing calls for his res- 
ignation, Juan Antonio Sama- 
ranch, its president yesterday 
promised widespread changes 
in the way the venues for the 
games will be chosen. 

But Manchester and Stock- 
holm, whose bids to stage the 
Olympics failed under ques- 
tionable circumstances, yes- 
terday demanded that they 
should be compensated Similar 
claims are expected to come 
from Istanbul Berlin and Win- 
nipeg, all of which lost bids for 
summer or winter games. 

Manchester which lost out to 
Sydney as the venue for next 
year's games, has ashed its 
legal advisers to scrutinise the 
IOC report and is arranging 
talks with other cities that lost 
in their bids. Sydney's success- 
ful bid is now at the centre of the 
latest bribery allegation. 

Richard Leese, Manchester 
city council leader, said yester- 
day: “If the selection competition 
is unfair and corrupt then the 


By Klm Sengupta 
and Natalie curry 

IOC should consider compen- 
sating Manchester and other bid 
cities." 

Chris Smith, the Secretary of 
State for Culture, Media and 
Sport, also proposed financial 
compensation for Manchester, 
adding: "We need to know when 
Sydney hosts the Olympics next 
year whether the city or the 
organisers are going to make a 
profit. If they are going to make 
a profit, that question [com- 
pensation I does seriously arise." 

Officials in Stockholm also 
said they would be seeking a 
refund for the costs of around 
£I5m for its failed 2004 bid for the 
games, which went to Athens. 

Deputy mayor. Margareta 
Olofsson, said: “1 hope other 
cities will do the same. Maybe 
we can get back the costs of par- 
ticipating. It's so obvious that the 
cities did not compete on equal 
terms. Votes have been bought 
through corruption and cities 
that did not use these methods 
have not had a chance." 

However; authorities in 
Peking, which lost by a thin mar- 
gin to Sydney in its bid to host 
the 2000 Olympics, were last 
night still deciding how best to 


respond. Even if Sydney is 
stripped of the games, Peking is 
not believed to be ready to step 
in. The Chinese government 
has also announced its intention 
to bid for the 2008 summer 
Games and is said to be appre- 
hensive about alienating po- 
tential support. 

Meanwhile, allegations of cor- 
ruption surrounding the games 
continued yesterday with fresh 
allegations that the award of last 
year's winter games to Nagano, 
in Japan, was accompanied by 
IOC members being entertained 
in geisha parties, and receiving 
expensive gifts and first-dass 
flights for their families. 

It was also claimed that one 
IOC member was treated for 
surgery to remove bags under 
his eyes at the expense of Salt 
Lake City, which won the rights 
to the 2002 winter games. 

Former minister John Glim- 
mer, who was involved in the 
Manchester bid, maintained the 
IOC encouraged a culture of cor- 
ruption. “travelling in the lap of 
luxury around the world, laud- 
ed wherever they went, these 
members of the IOC had the 
power to make individuals, cities 
and even nations rich." 

Haniisb McRae, 
Review, page 5 



One BSE meal killed man 




A SINGLE meal containing BSE- 
infected feed may have caused 
a teenager’s death from “new 
variant” Creutzfeldt' Jakob Dis- 
*T ease (uv-CJD), an inquest was 
told yesterday. 

The death of 19-year-old 
Stephen Churchill Britain’s 
first known teenager to die of 
uv-CJD, was most likely caused 
by his diet. Dr James Ironside, 
of the National CJD Surveil- 
lance Unit in Edinburgh, told 
the Wiltshire coroner. 

The disease reduced Mr 
Churchill from a healthy, active 
student to a tragic add confused 
wheelchair patient 


By Charles Arthur 
Technology Editor 

The coronec David Masters, 
recorded a verdict of misad- 
venture - the same verdict as 
a number of other coroners who 
have investigated deaths from 
nv-CJD. 

Mr Churchill’s mother, Dot 
described how in 1994 he had a 
car crash in which he could not 
recollect how he came to be on 
the wrong side of the road. He 
became more confused, with- 
drawn and quiet she said. 

Previously he had enjoyed a 
healthy appetite, but avoided 


convenience foods, though he 
sometimes ate burgers and 
liked sausages. 

The family has campaigned 
for almost four years for an in- 
quest into his death, which oc- 
curred in May 1995 but was 
recorded as “natural causes". 
The inquest was ordered by the 
Home Secretary, Jack Straw. 

Afterwards, Mr Churchill’s 
father; David, said: “It is quite 
a terrifying thought that one sin- 
gle meal could create such a 
dreadful disease in one person. 

“This has put into place the 
last piece of the jigsaw. We fed 
the verdict is appropriate." 



Strangers 
marry in a 
PR man’s 
romance 


Strangers Greg Cordell and Carla Germaine marrying yesterday 


WHAT WAS supposed to be a 
dream wedding had an inaus- 
picious start. The bride, 
swathed in an ivory veil glided 
through the swing doors into 
the hotel lobby. Thai she stum- 
bled, almost making a hori- 
zontal entrance to the 
ceremony She whirled to snap 
“get off of it, would you?” at the 
chunky security guard who 
kept treading on her train. 

Carla Germaine, a 23-year- 
old part-time model had never 
set eyes on Greg CordeU, 28. 
until 12.12pm yesterday. Less 
than 10 minutes later she was 
married to him. 

The couple were the win- 
ners - or, some might say. vic- 
tims - oF a “lonely hearts" 
competition organised by a 
radio station in Birmingham. 
They were selected from 200 
entrants to marry each other 
on a blind date. 

Today they are on their way 
to Bermuda on a free honey- 
moon; when they return they 
will live - in a free apartment 
- with the disapprobation of the 
church, relationship counsel- 
lors, local MPs and some of 
their relatives, who have 
accused them of cheapening 
the institution of marriage. 

The three joint presidents 
of Birmingham Churches 
Ibgethei; the Bishop of Birm- 
ingham (Church of England), 
the city's Roman Catholic 
archbishop and a representa- 
tive from the Free Churches 
expressed “profound con- 
cern". Their letter to the radio 
station, BRMB, read: “Mar- 
riage should be the celebration 
of one man and one woman’s 
decision to commit themselves 
to each other for life. By con- 
trast what you have arranged 
deliberately prevents the cou- 
ple meeting and reduces a 
sacred and momentous deri- 
sion to a media event” 

A spokeswoman for Relate, 
Julia Cole, accused the radio 
station of cheapening mar- 
riage. She said: “This compe- 


By Darius Sanai 

tition has devalued something 
that is very important to lots 
of people's lives." 

Emerging from their rivil 
service at Birmingham’s Hyatt 
Hotel to speak to the media, 
the couple looked more con- 
fused than concerned. “I know 
what I like and this is very, very 
good." said Mrs Cordell tap- 
ping her husband's left hand. 

“Everyone expects us to 
split up, but we want to prove 
them all wrong.” said Mr 
Cordell, a salesman from 
Amington in Staffordshire. 

Mrs Cordell from Sutton 
Coldfield, West Midlands, 
looked like a dream wife oc at 
leasl a publicist's idea of one. 
Mr CordelL on the other hand, 
just looked delighted, like the 
slightly awkward bloke on tele- 
vision's Blind Date who gets 
chosen over two “Chippen- 
dale" types. 

The ceremony had been 
due to be broadcast live but 
was delayed for 30 minutes 
after the registrar, David 
Williams, expressed distaste, 
saying he did not want it 
“turned into a media circus", 
a spokesman for the radio sta- 
tion said. The couple 
exchanged gold wedding 
bands engraved with the sta- 
tion's logo before attending a 
wedding breakfast with 22 fam- 
ily memners and friends. 

The organisers emphasised 
to the media how a third of 
marriages break up and how 
religion and adherence to tra- 
ditional ceremonies can cloud 
the issues behind marriage. 
They did not expand on what 
these issues were, but pre- 
sumably they include passing 
lie-detector tests and appeal- 
ing to the tastes of the 
astrologer Russell Grant - as 
the wedding couple had to. 

A similar stunt organised tty 
an Australian radio station 
last year produced a marriage 
that lasted two months. 
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Mowlam demands 


Martin McGuinness, who stayed away from yesterday’s meeting 


Stephen Davison 


LOYALIST AND republican 
representatives met the Sec- 
retary of State for Northern Ire- 
land yesterday to discuss 
“punishment attacks”, an issue 
taking an increasingly promi- 
nent place on the political 
agenda 

Dr Mo Mowlam met people 
from two loyalist groupings, 
the Progressive Unionist Party 
and the Ulster Democratic 
Party, and from Sinn Fein, 
which under the terms of the 
Good Friday Agreement are 
obliged to use their influence to 
bring paramilitary shootings 
and beatings to an end. 

But the Sinn Fain president 
Gerry Adams, and the party’s 
chief negotiator; Martin 
McGuinness, said they had boy- 
cotted the meeting in Belfast 
because the Northern Ireland 
Office had “hyped it into some- 
thing it was not 71 More junior 
Sinn Fein figures went in their 
place. 

Dr Mowlam clearly chal- 
lenged all the groupings on 
why such attacks were contin- 
uing; and on what they were 
doing to have them stopped. 
None of the parties involved 
appears to have accepted any 
responsibility for the attacks. 

David Ervine, of the Pro- 
gressive Unionists, indicated 
that Dr Mowlam had ta ken a 


by David McKrmtrcK 
Ireland Correspondent 


tough line at their meeting, 
describing her approach as 
“hard-hitting’’. He said, how- 
ever; that the minister had not 
actually delivered any ultima- 
tum to his party. He reiterated 
his party’s opposition to such 
attacks, describing them as 
“immoral and reprehensible”. 

Gary McMichael, leader of 
the UDIJ said later “Itwould be 
wrong for anyone to suggest 
that there isn’t a degree of sup- 
port for this. People do go to 
paramilitaries, particularly 
those who are direct victims. I 
argue that it is wrong but that 
doesn't make it go away. 

“We’re working on the 
ground to encourage people to 
change their attitudes, to go to 
the police with their problems.” 

“Punishment” beatings and 
shootings by the IRA and loy- 
alist paramili tary groups have 
continued in Belfast and else- 
where, the latest attacks taking 
place not long before yester- 
day's meetings. 

In Rasharidn, Co Antrim an 
18 -year-old youth suffered head 
and face injuries when three 
masked men burst into his 
house and beat him with clubs, 
in what is presumed to have 
been a loyalist attack. A second 


man in the house escaped 
ipjury by jumping out of a first- 
floor window. Earlier in what 
appeared to be another para- 
military-style shooting at 
Maghera, Co Londonderry, a 
ma n was shot in the leg. 

According to the Royal Ul- 
ster Constahulaiy there have 
been 28 attacks so far this year; 
14 each by loyalists and repub- 
licans. In 1996, the worst year 
for such attacks, loyalists and 
republicans were responsible 
for a combined total of 326 
shootings and beatings. 

According to figures collated 

by the Royal Ulster Constabu- 
lary, this dropped last year to 
213. Attacks by the IRA, which 
in 1996 amounted to 175, last 
year dropped to a figure of 93. 
Thus the security forces are 
dealing not with a surge of 
assaults but with the continu- 
al of an activity that has been 
an unwelcome but familiar fea- 
ture of Belfast ghetto life since 
the early Seventies when, for 
example, the IRA would “tar 
and feather” girls said to have 
fraternised with soldiers. 

The Government’s quan- 
dary now is how to approach 
an issue that has become 
bound up with the overall peace 
process. On one reading anyone 
linked to groups involved in 
such violence should be 


unceremoniously ejected from . 
the process. The Ulster Union- 
ist leader David Trimble, has. : . 


decommissioned weapons by ;: 
March 10 he will formally seek 
to have Sinn flan excluded \ 
from the new Northern Ireland S 
adminis tration. . 

The counter-argument is ' . i 
that it will take some tune for 
groupings that are, hopefully, 
making the journey from ter- 
rorism into democracy to shake 
off ail their previous trappings • 
of violence. The Ttory leader; ■ • 
William Hague, reiterated his 
call for earfy prisoner releases j 
to stop, saying the paia m ili- ; 
taries were in breach erf the j 
Good Friday Agreement, arid •; 
ofltray Blair’s promise thattbte 

agreement meant an end to vi- .! 
olence. “We are now seeing 
beatings escalate, without any . 

guns or bombs being decom- > 
missioned.” Mr Haig said. 

“They [the Government! are 
actually throwing away their - . 
negotiating cards and we are - 
getting nearer to a point when -; ’ 
there will be no terrorists left ; 
in prison. Mo Mowlam should - 
be tailing them today that ■' 
unless they start to give up thar. 
gum and bombs and put an end 
to terrorist mutilations, then v. 
prisoner releases wfli be put on /- 
hold,” he added. 
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THE FUTURE of European so- 
cial affairs commissioner 
Padraig Flynn was in doubt last 
night as he came undo- intense 
pressure from the Irish Gov- 
ernment to answer allegations 
that he received £R£50,000 
(£46,000) from a property de- 
veloper when he was Dublin's 
environment minister; 

Ireland’s deputy premier 
Mary Harney claimed his po- 
sition was now “impossible" 
after what she called “devas- 
tating” claims by the Luton- 
based developer, Thomas 
Gilmartin, that Mr Flynn had 
repeatedly telephoned him 
since last September pleading 
with him bo change his account 
of the 1989 payment Ms Har- 
ney held discussions yesterday 
with the Taoiseach Bertie 
Ahern about the affair. Mr 
Ahern said it “would be in the 
public interest*’ for Mr Flynn 
to make a public statement on 
what happened. 

Fianna Fail sources con- 
firmed to The Independent 
that the cash did not reach the 
party headquarters. 

Opposition questions on the 
cash will dominate proceed- 
ings when the Dail resumes to- 
morrow. Last week the 


By Alan Murdoch 
in Dublin 


businessman reversed his de- 
cision not to testify" before- a 
Dublin judicial tribunal mves- 
tigating planning corruption 
after MrFfyon el aimed th pfr Mr 
Gilmartin was sick. This alle- 
gation was quiefy withdrawn 
try the Commissioner. 

Mr Flynn has not admitted 
receiving the cheque, but has 
made only partial denials, say- 
ing: “I never asked or took 
money from anybody to do 
favours for anybody in my life.” 
He later qualified this saying: 
“I never took took money from 
anybody to do political favours 
in so far as planning is con- 
cerned.” 

Mr Gilmartin says when he 
paid Mr Ftynm “I asked who I 
would make it payable to. He 
just said ‘Don’t, just leave it on 
the desk 7 ." 

Mr Flynn has succeeded in 
maximising European money, 
including agricultural payouts, 
for Ireland, but the controver- 
sy has undermined his chances 

of Dublin nominating him Com- - 
missioner for another term 
later this year on a IR£140,000 
salaiy. 
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YOUNG MOTHERS who cannot 
cope with their bathes should be 
encouraged to give them up for 
adoption, the Home Secretary 
said yesterday. 

Jack Straw said some young 
women ended up in crisis be- 
cause “well-meaning but not 
very professional" social work- 
ers misjudged their ability to 
look after their children. 

There are currently some 
3,500 babies under the age of 
two in care. Mr Straw sug- 
gested social workers are being 

lmrenKie Hf whniTftliPlre banre fi 

of being successfully returned 
to their parents. He said adop- 
tion should be presented as a 
“positive; responsible choice” to 
mothers who could not care for 


•_ ti* their youngsters. 

Speaking at a conference 




... 
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on families organised by the 
Ehmily Policy Studies Centre, 
Mr Straw said it was a myth 
that the onty children in care 
were older youngsters who 
were difficult to place. 

“It is still a sad fact that 
many . suitable couples have 
been on waiting lists for too 
long, while children have re- 
mained in care,” the Home 
Secretary said. 

He added that more babies 
would be put up for adoption if 
the system was more “user- 
friendly” and that the Govern- 
ment needed to improve the 
opportunities fiar childless cou- 
ples to adopt “The current 
situations not satisfactaqs” he- 


rn shutdown^; 






strike 


But fbHdty Collier; director 
of the British Agencies for 
_j^Adoption and Fbstering, said 
^TfSr Straw’s comments were 
“provocative stuff akin to hie 
remarks of the Tory MP John 
Redwood, who once said 
teenage single mothers should 
put their babies up for adoption. 

She admitted some airtbor- 
ities were quicker than others 



beyond the 
conventional 


By Louise juky . . 

and Ian Burrell 

at placing children and that it 
took an average of 13 months 
fiar a baby given 19 at birth to 
be adopted. “We do want to do 
everything we can to reduce the 
delay.” 

But the lesson of the 1950s, 

• 1960s and 1970s was that adop- 
tion could cause considerable 
distress to mothers if proper 
counselling did not take place. 

“It seemed to society that it 
was best for the babies [of sin- 
gle mothers] to be hroughtup 
in anudearfonrity but than has 
been a huge legacy of guilt and 
loss,” Mrs Collier said. Up to 30 
per cent of the mothers who re- 
linquished their babies had suf- 
fered mental health problems. 

“We believe that, although 
adoptionis abappy outcome for 
most children, where it is pos- 
sible for the children to be 
brought up by their birth par- 
ent, that is the best option.” 

The best way to improve 
the situation would be to 
change the law; but the Gov- 
ernment had foiled to respond 
to pleas, Mrs Collier said 

Adoption agencies want the 
rules changed so the child’s 
best interest is paramount In 
cases where adaption is dearly , 
for the best, that would give 
greater authority to courts to 
overrule a parent who objected. I 

Terry Dadswell, erf the 
British Association of Social 
Workers, said there was a bal- 
ance to be aefaiered. “His a sen- 
sitive area and, by and large, 
social workers who deal with 
fbstering and adoption are spe- 
cialists in it,” he said. 

In 1996, the most recent fig- 
ure, nearly 6,000 children were 
adopted, including 253 babies 
under one, whereas in the peak 
year of 1968 there were nearly 
25,000 adoptions. 
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1 999 to wax and wane 
twice in a blue moon 


This month there will be two ftill moons, the second being 'blue’, with another due in March UUi Michel 


FORGET THE edipse. This 
year will see one of the truly 
rare astronomical events: a 
double helping of blue moons. 

Though most people use 
the phrase to mean “very 
rarely”, astronomers have a 
simpler way of identifying a 
blue moon: it happens when 
there are two full moons in a 
single month. 

January 1999 fits the Ml 
its first full moon was (Hi 2 Jan- 
uary and the second will be 
next Sunday, just squeezing in 
before the end of the month. 

More remarkably, we will 
have to wait only until March 
for the next blue moan to ar- 
rive. “It’s very unusual for this 
to happen,” explained Simon 
Mitton of the Royal Astro- 
nomical Society. “It can only 
occurwben one of the two blue 
moons is in January.” Such a 
double helping w31 not happen 
again until 2018. 

The reason is that the 
moon’s own month is 293 days 


By Charles Arthur 
T echnology Editor 

long Usually that only allows 
for a single foil moon in each 
calendar month. But if tberp" is 
a blue moon on the last day in 
Januaiy, then . February - _ 
being only 28 days long most 
years - will miss out That in 
turn means that March Wfll 
alsd have two full moons. 

But the most perplexing 
thing about a “blue moon” is 
where the expression comes 
from. There are many com- 
peting possibilities. The “twq . 
moons in a month” explanation 
became accepted because the 
board game Trivial Pursuit 
began using it in 1986, accord- 
ing to Philip EGscock, a folklore 
specialist hired by Sky & Ifefe- 
scope magazine to investigate. 
Trivial Pursuit got it from ‘a 
1985 childr en's fllmanar; but '■ 
the almanac's authors couldn’t 
recall where' tbeygbt i£. .’ 

Among other possible on- .• 


gins turned up fay Mr Hiscock 
are the 16th-century phrase 
“he would argue that the moon 
• is blue" J to mean arguing that 
black is white. Yet another is 
that it is a corruption of the 
French “la double lime”. Or a 
derivation from songs ad- 
dressed by the lovelorn (blue) 
to the moon. Or even the Blue 
Moqo cocktail, made of crura- . 
cao, gin and a twist of lemon. 

A rival explanation is that 
very occasionally, volcanic 
eruptions or strange weather 
threw, dust into the atmos- 
phere.- making the moon look* 
blue. 

There is a stronger case, 
however; fra* the tittle-known 
MaimFarmertfAlmannc,the 
source of two possible deriva- 
tions. One is that when there 
were two. foil moons in a cal- . 
endar month, the- Almanac 
printed the first in red, and the 
second in blue. 

The. more baroque expla- 
nation is that in the past the 


various lull moons of the year 
were named according to. the 
order in which they occurred 
- provided there was onfy one 
' per month. The names were 
Moon after Yule, Wolf Moon, 
Lenten Moon, EggAloon, Milk 
Moon, Flower Moon, Hay 
Moon. Grain Moon, Fruit 
Moon, Harvest Moqo, Hunters’ 
Moon and Moon Before Yule. 

The trouble was that about 
once eveiy three years, there 
would be a 13th moon - the 
Blue Moon - which would 
upset schedules for church 
services and celebrations. 

For astronomers, though, 
blue moons are non-events. 
“It’s a completely artificial 
phenomenon, caused by- our 
.months being split info 30, 31' 
.and 28 days,” said Dr Mitton. 
In fect.'they occur oqty with the 
Gregorian calendar- the Is- 
lamic and Hebrew calendars, 
which run on alternating, 
months of 30 and 29 days, rule 
out such repeats altogether 
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Chipperfield was 
‘cruel woman’ 


THE CIRCUS trainer Mary 
Chipperfield was branded an 
“insensitive, cmd woman” who 
ruled her form with “dictator- 
ial authority". 

Under cross-examination at 
Andover magistrates* court 
yesterday, Ms Chipperfield, 
who is accused of anhnai cru- . 
elty charges, was told fay 
Charles’" Gabb, for the' prose- 
cution: “That’s how you see 
.<4^ yourself- master of all the an- 
• imaiq in your kingdom. They 
will do as you say or they will 
be beaten... Ybu dart care tup- 
pence about the inflic tion of 
pain Di sc ipline - tiiafs the 
god that you worship.” ' 

Mr Gabb asked hen. “IS it- 
ri ght you think this is a lot of 
fans over nothing?” SherepSect 
“A bit along those lines, yes.” \ 


BY UNUS GKEGORIAPIS 

Ms Chipperfield, 61, was 
questioned after she had told 
die court she hit a baby chim- 
panzee with a riding crop be-- 
cause ittnedlo bite bee Giving 
evidence for the first time, she 
said she had to hit the 18- 
mon th-old animal, Iriidy be- 
cause it rcfiised togo to bedand 
“was jflagaog to an aucBence”. ; 
Ms Chipperfieid said the animal 
had previously turned-on her 
and bitten her left nipple. 

Mis Chipperfield denies 21 
charges, (rf cruelty relating to 
the care of animals at her 
winter training quarters near 
Andovei; Hampshire. Her hus- 
band, Roger Cawley, denies 
seven changes; 
v The Erial continues today. 
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Beware ageing 


-YOU SIMPLY cannot have it both 
ways," said Gerald Howarth indig- 
nantly. intervening during the 
Home Secretary’s speech on the 
Sexual Offences (Amendment) BHL 

Well you can, of course. Indeed, 
you can have it in a whole raft of 

ways that have probably never even 

been screened in Mr Howarth’s 
mental rin«na - an over-heated 
local fleapit that is largely given over 
to low-budget horror movies. 

Showing yesterday, as MPs 
again discussed lowering the age of 
consent for male homosexuals, 
was that Tory cult hit Predatory 
Older Men - a lurid shocker in 
which a sinister army of buggers 


emerges from its hiding places, re- 
leased by the foolish legislative tin- 
kering of a liberal government 

One does wonder what happened 
to some of these members in their 
tender years. What scout hut atroc- 
ities or dormitory fumbling) lie be- 
hind their fixed conviction that 
“homosexual” and “paedophile", 
while not precisely synonymous, are 
as close as mates no difference? 

It wasn’t all Mr Howarth’s fault, 
it’s true, though it grieves me to con- 
fess it The fefl that the Government 


Tory men baring their sexual prejudice 

** ^ I confess that I wasseduced-^ 

that “I agree,” stuttered the Home ^tte^eyej^togtime ^ was restive 


tinct issues - the correction of a 
long-st a nding inequity and the ex- 
tension of sexual protection formi- 


nore does tend to muddy waters that 
are already turbid with prejudice 
and sexual panic. 

Even Jack Straw, who had the 
decency to place an unequivocal 
statement about equality before 
the law, betrays some confusion on 
these matters. “It is not a question 
of encouraging one lifestyle over an- 
other," he assured the House, per- 
haps anxious to forestall Tory 
terrors that the Government is 
seeking to encourage more of its cit- 
izens to have it both ways. 

He was quickly called on his vo- 
cabulary by Ben Bradshaw, (me of 
the few MPs who is open about his 
homosexuality: “lifestyle” implied 


THE 


KETCH 



that “I agree,” stuttered me Home mar inis was -r— - . was renecu** --- -- 

Secreta^SdIhq>eheTlnotethat ^SmNonnam^oa^fomfoa S^recognisedfoelj^o^ 
I haven’t used that term.” I hope crash course m the mapy i«dati0nvriienitcoin^to^^®^S 


I haven’t used that term.” I hope crash course m the many islationvriienitcoinKtnreaff^^ 

Hansard notes that be had, antysec- ways in which two hum eg human iust and it rtiusedto^^ 
onds before. brids can dick together _ f^T^dices of members ion 


idss can dick together ffie prejudices of members on 

ThehonourablememberfarBig- Bather winni^her^er^w » the House. I was 

otry East got him off the hook by the jokes al^tlusb^nnrA^” JjJjJt fo surrender to ha? . 
shouting something about having nocence and confessed to learning . . , — , — v,;<- +mp intentions be- 

the choice to maintain 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


urn. CUMB! LU BUKW! self- two valuable lessons. The firs t Lee dear: Sir Norman opposed tbe 

discipline, an intervention second- that the public wants lowering of foe age of consent, on 

edlyfoemembereforBuggefy^m- frnmgoromn^notmoral that opinion polls 


some element of choice, be protest- 
ed, whereas most evidence sug- 
gested that a person's sexuaKtywas 
considerably less whimsical than 


MPs give mass 


backing to 


gay sex at 16 


PLANS TO reduce foe age of 
consent for homosexuals to 16 
came doser to reatity yesterday 
as MPs backed the measure 
overwhelmingly for the sec- 
ond time in seven months. 

The Government is seeking 
to push through the package as 
pari of foe Sexual Offences Bill 
- which will include guidelines 
to protect youths aged 16 and 
17 who are in cane, boarding 
schools or the armed forces - 
after peers overturned the first 
Commons vote in July. 

Ministers hope such statu- 
tory safeguards wffl persuade 
peers to back foe moves by 
bowing to their concerns about 
young people who could have 
their trust abused. The peers 
voted down the age-of-consent 
measure last year when it was 
contained in the Crime and 
Disorder BUL despite its big 
Commons majority. 

The Government had of- 
fered a vote on the issue after 
foe European Commission of 
Human Bights ruled that an un- 
equal age of consent was a vi- 
olation of privacy laws and 
anti-discrimination clauses of 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights. The three main 
party leaders and almost all the 
Cabinet voted for the change. 

Opening the new Bill’s sec- 
ond reading debate, which will 
be decided in a free vote. Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, ar- 
gued for the age reduction be- 
cause he believed in “equality 
before the law”. 

Offering assurances to pro- 
tect vulnerable teenagers, he 
said a new offence of abuse of 
trust would be introduced and 
codes of conduct strengthened 
to prevent abuse in other areas 


HOMOSEXUAL RIGHTS 

by Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 


such as the voluntary sector 

The Bill was “a good mea- 
sure, which balances the fun- 
damental need to ensure young 
people are adequately protect- 
ed with the right which aU our 
citizens should have to equali- 
ty before foe law." 

Mr Straw said the Bill would 
reduce the age of consent to 16 
for male homosexuals in Eng- 
land, Wales and Scotland and to 
17 in Northern Ireland, equal- 
ising it with that for hetero- 
sexuals in each part of the UK 

“This is nota question of en- 
couraging one lifestyle as 
against another or of encour- 
aging young people to have 
sex. Ear from it instead, it is a 
question of equality before the 
law. It is not, in my personal 
view, right for the law to dis- 
criminate against the homo- 
sexual" he said. 

But Desmond Swayne, Tory 
MP for New Forest West, said 
foe law should restrain activi- 
ty that the majority viewed as 
“undesirable or unnatural", 
adding: “People do have foe 
choice to maintain self- 
discipline." 

Replying, Mr Straw made 
clear there was no evidence 
that when homosexual acts 
were illegal at any age, this cut 
the number of people engaging 
in them. It fed to “huge human 
unhappiness and very great 
injustice”. 

An abuse of trust could 
occur “where someone in a 
position of authority uses their 
influence or power either de- 
liberately or unintentionally, to 


enter into an ostensibly con- 
sensual sexual relationship 
with someone over whom they 
are in a position of authority". 

The shadow home secre- 
tary, Sir Norman Fowler, told 
MPs that recent polls proved 
the public was as a whole op- 
posed to a lowering of the age 
of consent when it came “near- 
er and nearer to what they re- 
gard as childhood". 

However strongly MPs felt 
on the issue, they “would do 
well to take note " of public 
opinion, he said, adding “I do 
not believe that there is any ev- 
idence to suggest that public 
opinion is unreasonable on this 
issue of the age of consent 

“I don't believe their vote in- 
dicates an inherent prejudice 
a gains t foe gay community; 
rather it is the case that many 
of the public who are polled are 
parents themselves and are 
concerned about the possible 
impact that a change in the law 
could have on 16 and 17-year- 
olds in this country." 

The public felt there was a 
responsibility on adults to “do 
everything in our power" to 
avert the risk of children being 
abused. 

“What I am arguing is that 
the position should not be made 
worse and foe risk should not 
be made greater;" he said. 

Joe Ashton, Labour MP for 
Bassetlaw, whose amendment 
last year inspired the Govern- 
ment to redraft its plans, wel- 
comed the BilL 

He said Mr Straw had done 
a “magnificent job in listening 
to the backbenchers in the 
House and the mood of the 
House, which was perhaps mis- 
understood last June". 
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Jack C unningham, Minister for the Cabinet Office, at Rhyl Primary School, where he commended pupils’ recycling efforts Mark Chili 


Computer robs pensioners of cash 




A MASSIVE failure by a new gov- 
ernment computer system has 
left more than 160,000 pen- 
sioners out of pocket by up to 
£100 a week, a Whitehall spend- 
ing watchdog has found. 

The National Audit Office 
confirmed that hundreds of 
thousands of pensioners, widows 
and jobseeker’s allowance 
claimants have been underpaid 
because of defects in the national 
insurance records system. 

A scathing report presented 
to the Commons Public Ac- 
counts Committee yesterday 
said private pension proriders 
had been paid nearty£40m com- 
pensation to cover the blunders. 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


by Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 


The brand new computer 
system, devised for foe Con- 
tributions Agency by Andersen 
Consulting, was supposed to log 
every single national insur- 
ance contribution and calculate 
benefits owed to employees. It 
went online last July, but 
crashed within days, leaving 
more than 17 million contribu- 
tions unprocessed and forcing 
cavil servants to guess the level 
of pensions and oilier benefits 
owed to the public. 


The report concluded there 
were “serious doubts" that the 
£170m computer would be run- 
ning by the Government’s new 
target date of l March. 

More than 1 2 million claims 
for jobseeker's allowance had 
been cleared without the ben- 
efit of up-to-date information, 
and 160,000 claims for state 
eamings-related pensions had 
been underpaid by up to £100 a 
week About 25,000 claims for 
widow’s benefit are being made 
on an emergency basis and 
more than 350,000 claims for in- 
capacity benefit have also gone 
ahead without frill information. 

David Davis, chairman of foe 


committee, said there had been 
“a clear failure" to deliver a cru- 
cial service to some of the most 
vulnerable in society. 

Alistair Darling the Secretory 
erf State fix' Social Security wrote 
to afl MBs last September; claim- 
ing the system would be opera- 
tional “withm a couple of weeks". 

Iain Duncan Smith, the Tiny 
social security spokesman, said 
Mr Darling’s stance highlighted 
a lade of concern and urgency 
about the problem. “The com- 
placency of the Government 
comes dose to deceit," he said. 

George Bertram, chief exec- 
utive of foe Contributions 
Agency faced sharp criticism 


bom MPS when he 


* ■ ■ 


fore the Public AccounfeCSH)^;: 
mittee yesterday. Alan 
Labour MP for Swansea 
told him the “shambles" sug- 
gestedAndasenCoosultinghad 
used foe benefits system as 
part of its learning curve. ... 

Stephen Timms, foe Pen- 
sfonsmzmstet; said yesterday on 
BBC Radio that compensation, 
including interest, would be 
paid as soon as the system was 
operating property. 

■ The Pbst Office wffl stop redi- 
recting bousing benefit cheques 
from next month in a new at- 
tempt to stamp out fraud, Mr 
Darting said yesterday. 
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Virgin delays upset 
minister’s triumph 


PETER KILFOYLE, the Public 
Services minister, was due yes- 
terday to launch a new taskforce 
to improve quality in public 
sendees. He was also to an- 
nounce that the biggest number 
yet of government services had 
won the Charter Mark award - 
which aims to make organisa- 
tions more efficient and effec- 
tive. But instead of trumpeting 
the achievements of public ser- 
vices he arrived late, embar- 
rassed and furious. 


PUBUC SERVICES 


By Sarah Schaefer 


Mr Kilfoyie took the Virgin 
Railways west coast train from 
Liverpool to London Eustoo. He 
made dear Richard Branson's 
train service did not have a 
Charter Mark “No, they did not 
apply. They knew they would 
stand no chance of winning it. 
he said. 

The 508 Charter Marie win- 
ners will be announced today. 


Questions 

and 


ANSWERS 


Balkan danger 

VIOLENCE IN Kosovo 
could spark a 
“catastrophe”, the 
Secretary of State for 
Defence, George 
Robertson said, adding 
that the problem bad no 
“easy or glib" solutions. 


Net defence 


A PACKAGE OF measures 
will be introduced to 
defend Britain's 
computer systems, the 
Home Secretary, Jack 
Straw, disclosed. 


Denning praise 

THE FORMER MASTER 
of the Rolls, Lord 
Denning, was described 
as “one of foe greatest 
living Englishmen" by the 
Lord Chancellor; Lord 
Inane of Lairg, as peers 
paid tribute to him 
after his 100th birthday 
on Saturday. 


THE HOUSE 



Church debate 

SIMON HUGHES, a 
possible Liberal Democrat 
leadership contender, 
backed calls for the 
disestablishment of the 
Church of England. But 
Labour’s Stuart Bell said: 
“It is interesting to know 
that the Liberals feel that 
disestablishment is in the 
[public] interest" 


Spying demand 

TAM DALYELL. the Labour 
MP for Linlithgow, urged 
ministers to respond to an 
exclusive investigation 
published in yesterday’s 
Independent that MI6 
officers worked under 

cover as part of the 

Unscom team looking for 
biological and chemical 
weapons in Iraq. 


Product Recall Notice 


Teletubbies Soft Torch (foam covered, £5.99) 

Product Code: TT502 



VCfoolworths has learned of a 
pocenrial safety issue with its 
Teletubbies Soft Torch (product 
code: TT502). The soft character 
material is a potential choking 
harard to young children. 

In the interests of customer 
safety and as a precautionary 
measure, the Teletubbies Soft 
Torch has been withdrawn from 
sale in all Woo l worths stores. 

Any customer who has 
purchased this product from 

Woolworths since October 1998 

should return it to their nearest 
store where a full refund will he 
given. A receipt is not necessary. 

No ocher Teletubbies products 
are affected. 
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American Association: Respiratory diseases are biggest child killer, plus new light on why we laugh and appreciate art 

Third World air like smoking 40 a day 


MILLIONS OF children in the 
developing world breathe air 
that is so polluted it is equiva- 
lent to smoking up to 40 ciga- 
rettes a day, an international 
study has found 

The expected growth of 
Third Wbrtd mega- cities with 
populations of 10 million or 
more, combined with rapid in- 
dustrial development and the 
reliance on dirty fossil fuels is 
creating the conditions for a 
huge increase in cancer and 
respiratory diseases. 


The art 
critic in 
all our 
heads 

PERCEPTION 


PEOPLE ENJOY works of art 
because they appeal to a prim- 
itive part of the brain that 
searches for a simpler view of 
the world. 

Neurologists trying to 
explain why paintings and 
sculpture are a source of plea- 
sure have discovered that 
artists unwittingly exploit a 
tendency of the brain to see the 
abstract side of the world. 

A primitive region of the 
brain, called the limbic sys- 
tem, tries to capture the basic 
essence of an object by elimi- 
nating extraneous information 
and amplifying features that 
make a form unique, scien- 
tists told the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of 
Science. 

Vhayanur Ramachandran, 
of the University of California, 
San Diego, said that in some 
abstract art, artists are sub- 
consciously discovering some 
of the rules the brain uses to 
discover form. 

“They are artificially 
heightening that activity into 
pictures.” 

The 18th-century painter 
Francois Boucher exaggerat- 
ed a woman's skin tones by 
making flesh for pinker than it 
is naturally. 

Sculptors in 9 th -century 
India amplified the female 
form by exaggerating breasts 
and hips while making the 
waist unnaturally narrow. 
“The point of art is not to copy 
a woman ora landscape but to 
capture the very essence: not 
just to capture it but to ampli- 
fy it and distort it, thereby hit- 
ting your limbic system with 
more. 

“That’s what artists are 
doing, titillating the visual 
pathways more optimally than 
you could with a real object,” 
said the professor 

“What you are doing is tak- 
ing a woman's form, subtract- 
ing the form of an average 
male and amplifying the dif- 
ference, and of course you end 
up with women with big 
breasts and big hips. But the 


Devra Lee Davis, of the 
World Resources institute in 
Washington DC. said the study 
came to worrying conclusions 
about the risks feeing millions 
of young people, who are more 
vulnerable to the effects of air 
pollution than adults. 

“Most children wbo live in 
large dties in the developing 
world breathe air that is the 
equivalent of smoking two 
packs of cigarettes a day." she 
told the American Association 
meeting 


“Never before in history 
have so many children lived so 
closely together in so many 
cities' where they also lack 
basic services, healthcare and 
sound nutrition. 

“The rate of growth of cities 
in the developing world is also 
without precedent Many of 
these cities have grown in two 
decades by as much as the 
developed world grew in a half 
century.” she said. 

Children are more vulnera- 
ble to the effects of air pollution 


POLLUTION 


than adults, the study found. 
“Children are smaller, they 
breathe more relative to adults 
and they breathe foster and 
they have lungs that continue 
to develop,” Dr Davis said. 

More children are dying of 
respiratory diseases in the world 
than from any other disorder 
Scientists say air pollution in the 
largest dties of the developing 
world is often between two and 
right times the maximum levels 


recommended by the World 
Health O rganisa tion (WHO). 

“The exposure of children to 
such polluted air in developing 
counfries has sky-rocketed and 
is a relatively new public health 
issue, causedbyamassiveand 
unprecedented shift of popula- 
tion from rural to urban areas 
in the past fen' decades,” Dr 
Davis said. 

The study, funded by the 
World Health Organisation, the 


US Environmental Protection 
Agency and other groups, 
looked at three measurements 
of air pollution - total sus- 
pended particulates (TSPs). 
sulphur dioxide and nitrogen 
dioxide. 

WHO guidelines say the 
maximum permissible amount 
of TSPs is 90 micrograms per 
cubic litre of air The problem 
is that these cities hare rapid- 
ly growing economies but old- 
fashioned technology. 

“While development is wel- 


come, the feet that it occurs in 
areas with technology that is SO 
or 40 years old places all the 
populations of these dties at 
risk." she said 

The report says developing 
countries should be helped to 
clean up their cars, factories 
and other polluters before it is 
too late. Developed countries, 
although many are still pollut- 
ed have benefited from clean- 
er technology. 

“If these pollution-reduction 
technologies are made more 


readily available to developing 
countries, these could help 
them avoid the high risks to 
public health that result from 
current patterns of growth in 
their industrial and urban sec- 
tors.” the report says. 

Pollution has been shown to 
damage the cilia in the airways 
- the tiny hairs that sweep out 
pollutants and invaders. With- 
out the cilia, harmful chemicals 
can get deep into lung tissue 
and cause permanent da m age. 
Dr Dads said 



Woman who 
couldn’t help 
laughing 


Sensation 


Scientists say the 18th-century painter Francois Boucher exaggerated a woman’s skin tones, such as in 
Leonardo’s ‘Virgin and Child” (left) and portrait of Isabella d’Este appeal to a ‘primitive' side of the brain 


The Odalisque’ (main); 
Bridgeman Art Library 


A WOMAN who could not stop 
laughing each time doctors 
stuck a needle in her skin has 
helped scientists to explain 
why we laugh - it is nature's 
way of signalling that a poten- 
tial threat is no big deaL 

Evolutionary biologists 
hare long puzzled over why 
humans laugh but Vilayanur 
Ramachandran, professor of 
neuroscience at the University 
of California. San Diego, 
believes it is a way for people 
to alert others that a fearful sit- 
uation is a false alarm. 

To explain bis theory. Pro- 
fessor Ramachandran told the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science of a 
patient, a women in her fifties, 
who suffered an unusual form 
of a condition called pain 
asymbolia, in which people 
report that they feel pain but 
it does not hurt them. 

The woman also could not 
help laughing each time she 
experienced a painful stimulus. 
“She would laugh uncontrol- 
lably each time 1 would stick a 
needle into her and when l 
asked why she said ‘I don’t 
know*,” Professor Ramachan- 
dran said. 

Brain scans revealed a 
stroke had damaged the part 
of the brain that received sig- 
nals from the skin, which 
meant the pain stimulus was 
not passed on to the part of the 
brain that registers hurtful 
experiences. 

Professor Ramachandran 
said this meant the woman's 
brain was aware something 
potentially painful was hap- 
pening to her but that this was 
apparently no big deal as it did 
not hurt He believes this fol- 


lows the recipe for a good joke, 
which is why she ended up 
laughing. 

“If you look at all jokes and 
humour you notice they follow 
a certain pattern, which is 
especially obvious in slapstick. 
You take the listener along a 
garden path of expectation by 
building up the story. At the 
veiy end you introduce a twist 
or anomaly which entails a 
complete reinterpretation of 
everything that bas been said 
before. You call it the punch 
line,” he said. 

A man slipping on a banana 
who cuts his head badly is not 
amusing, but if he gets up 
without any harm done, it is 
funny. “In the second case the 
brain is fooled but there is no 
big deal. It is a false alarm. 

“The question is: why 
should you laugh and produce 
this hysterical sound? 

The reason I think is that 
you are alerting other mem- 
bers of your kin saying. Look 
there has been a false alarm 
here don’t waste your 
resources rushing to help’. 
Laughter is nature's OK sig- 
nal just as a baby's cry is an 
alarm signal." 

The theory is the only way 
of explaining the patient's un- 
usual response and might be 
why laughter is so universal 
Professor Ramachandran 
said. “One part of her brain is 
saying, ’Look there is pain' 
while at the same time the 
other part is saying, ’That's 
no big deal*. 

So the two key ingredients 
- potential alarm and no big 
deal - are fulfilled in her and 
so sh e starts laughing uncon- 
trollably ” he said. 


limbic system likes that” 

The phenomenon is well 
known to behavioural scien- 
tists, who find that when rats 
are taught to associate a rec- 
tangle with food, they find 
longer and narrower rectan- 
gles more exciting Professor 
Ramachandran said. 

“It may not be a coinci- 


dence that the ability of the 
artists to abstract the essential 
features of an image and dis- 
card redundant information is 
essentially identical to what 
the visual areas themselves 
have evolved to do. You can 
learn about the brain by study- 
ing art” 

Patrick Cavanagh, a brain 


researcher at Harvard, said 
the fondness of artists for line 
drawings is based on nerve 
cells that are built to register 
dark against tight which 
results in the identification of 
a line. “Line drawings are a 
large part of art history and 
current art production but 
there are no lines around 


objects in the world. There is 
nothing at all in our experience 
that would let us learn about 
how tines should be used in 
line drawings. 

“If you go into the physiol- 
ogy you do find cells that seem 
to do that We know that 
artists discovered this long 
ago." 


Cold fizz dampens Big Bang theory 


THE BIG Bang, which marked 
the start of creation, was not a 
massive explosive fireball but 
more tike a cold fizz, according 
to a new theory. 

Andrei Linde, one of the 
world's leading cosmologists, 
said his latest ideas of how the 
universe began about 15 billion 
years ago do not envisage a 
great ball of fire but many in- 
flating bubbles of space-time 


ORIGINS 


fresh bubbles, which expanded 
rapidly tike the fizz in a drink. 

“The theory is very ample, 
but we have had a lot of psy- 
chological barriers to over- 
come," Dr Linde, a physics 
professor at Stanford University 
in California, told the meeting. 

The Big Bang fireball ex- 
plains several observations in 


astronomy such as wly the uni- 
verse is expanding and why 
there is a feint trace of radia- 
tion in every corner of the sky 
but it is wrong, Dr Unde said. 
His model reties on cosmolog- 
ical inflation, which suggests 
the universe is tike a giant ex- 
panding balloon whose surface 
becomes less curved and flat- 
ten The concept is better at ex- 
plaining other astronomical 
observations, he said. 


“It seems that inflation is 
doing very well so foe In the 
last 20 years no other theory 
has been proposed that can ex- 
plain the present state of the 
universe as well." he said. 
“What evidence is there that the 
universe was originally hot? 
None at ati.” 

Dr Linde's idea will have to 
contend with the recent dis- 
covery that not only is the uni- 
verse ex panding, but that the 


expansion is accelerating -a fact 
implied by Einstein’s theory of 
relativity. Equally, physicists 
and astronomers are wedded to 
the idea of the Big Bang, which 
in the Sixties replaced the 
“Steady State” theory, a sug- 
gestion that the universe was es- 
sentially eternaL 
The Big Bang revolution fol- 
lowed the discovery by scientists 
testing new microwave listening 
devices of heat residue. 


Caine leads British charge at Golden Globes 



Michael Caine: Joked that 
his career was slipping 


BRITISH HOPES for the Oscars 
have been boosted by Golden 
Globes for Michael Caine and 
Iynn Redgrave and two awards 
for the British film Shake- 
speare fn Love. 

The Golden Globes tradi- 
tionally give a printer to the 
Oscars, which are held in 
March. In the past 16 years. 12 
films that won the “best film" 
honour at the Golden Globes 
have gone on to take the same 
prize at the Oscars. 

Michael Caine was named 
best actor in a musical or com- 
edy film for bis role as a sleazy 
theatrical agent in L trite Ifoice. 

Picking up the award at the 
ceremony in Reverfy Hals, Cal- 
ifornia on Sunday night the 
actor said: “Oh, what a shock. 


BY David Lister 
Arts News Editor 


My career must be slipping. 
This is tbe first time I've been 
available to pick up an award.” 

Lynn Redgrave won the film 
supporting actress award for 
her role in Cods And Mon- 
sters. Ms Redgrave, wbo played 
the crusty but loving maid to an 
ageing horror director; said: 
“It’s been 32 years since I stood 
one of these on a mantelpiece 
and it’s been crying out for a 
friend ever since.” 

Other British successes 
included tbe best comedy or 
musical film award to Shakes- 
peare In Love, produced by 
David Parfitt and directed by 
John Madden, while Sir T0m 


Stoppard and his American 
colleague Marc Norman, who 
wrote the script, won the best 
screenplay award. 

Bat the actress Imelda 
Staunton, who also stars in the 
film, said success at the Oscars 
should not be taken for granted. 
“The Oscars don’t have a best 
comedy and best drama cate- 
gory - just best film. ” 

Gwyneth ffaltrow, who stars 
in Shakespeare In Love, won 
the Golden Globe for best 
actress in a comedy film, beat- 
ing Jane Horrocks, who had 
been nominated for her leading 
role in Lirite Voice. Another 
British loser was Emiiy Watson 
who played the cellist Jacque- 
line du Prd in Hilary And 
Jackie. She lost the best actress 


in a drama film award to the 
Australian Cate Blanchett for 
her title role in Elizabeth. Best 
dramatic actor was Jim Carrey 
for The Truman Show. 

Saving Private Ryan was 
named best dramaticfilm, with 
Steven Spielberg best director 
for the graphic war story. 

Jack Nicholson, wbo in the 
past has been nominated for 14 
Globes and won five, received 
the Cecil B de Mflle Award for 
Ms “outs tanding contribution to 
the entertainment field”. 

The Golden Globes, which 
are split between drama and 
comedy or musicals, are voted 
for by the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association. 

Thank you ... everyone! 

Review, Front 



The Savings 
Account 
where you can 
always bank 
on high interest 


INSTANT \ 
ACCESS 


Keeping up with competitive 
saving rates has always meant 
shifting your money from one account 
to another. Until now. 

Our instant Access Savings Account 
saves you the trouble by guaranteeing to 

match all changes in Base Rate** until 

February 2002, on all balances above £5,000. 
Our current rate is a highly competitive 5.75% 

Gross /AER on balances above £5,000 and 

3.75% Gross/A£R on balances below. 

What’s more, you can easily transfer funds 

from your account using our telephone banking 

service, 24 hours a day. 7 days a week. 


COMPETITIVE RATES 
GUARANTEED 


Or, you can take out money 
any time you want from over 
21,000 cash machines" in the UK 
with a Keycard: 

To find out more about the savings 
account that is guaranteed to please, call free 

on 0500 804 804. 

BANK OF SCOTLAND 

— BANKING DIRECT- — 
call us free on 

0500 804 804 
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Heaviest raids since Desert 


Fox 


by Andrew Marshall 
in Washington and 
RICHARD DOWNES 
in Amman 



THE CONFLICT between Wash- 
ington and Baghdad escalated 

to a new level of danger yes- 
terday with at least five sepa- 
rate attacks by US aircraft on 
Iraqi targets. 

Baghdad said a number of 
(Mans were Idled in what it 
called “savage" air raids on 
civilian and economic targets in 
the south of the country. 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency, IN A, reported “tens of 
people" injured in the attacks 
and the information minister 
Humam Abdul-Khaleq Abdul- 
Ghafur, said those killed in- 
cluded women and children, 
following “at least two attacks 
on civilian sites”. 

Missiles hit the densely pop- 
ulated area of al-Jumhuriya 
close to the southern city of 
Basra, INA reported. 

Mr Abdul-Ghafiir said the at- 
tacks were carried out by “the 
American and British fight- 
ers”. A British government of- 
ficial said last night that no 
British aircraft were involved. 

America and Britain say 
their aircraft are being target- 
ed by Iraqi radar and surface- 
to-air missiles, and that Iraqi 
aircraft are intruding into the 
no-fly zones established after 
the Gulf War. Iraq says the 
zones are illegitimate. 

Iraq says the US and Britain 
are once again conducting an 
aerial bombing campaign 
against the country not just 
sporadic responses to Iraqi 
challenges, as London and 
Washington claim. 

The level of conflict yester- 
day was die most violent since 
the air campaign, Operation 
Desert Fax, ended last month. 
Ithas become increasingly less 
dear whether allied fighters are 
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A ‘Hornet’ speeds past the YJSS Carl Vinson in the Gult US warplanes fired missiles in southern Iraq which, Iraq said, tilled several people 


defending themselves or are de- 
Kberately targeting Iraqi facil- 
ities at will. “There were air 
strikes in the southern no-fly 
zone as a result of provocation,’’ 
said a US spokesman yesterday 
He said the latest incidents 
targeted air defence facilities 
and surface-to-air missiles. 

The US said the attack on 
Basra was a reprisal for an in- 
cursion by Iraqi aircraft into the 
southern no-fly zone, not for an 


effort to shoot down allied 
planes. In the past two weeks, 
the US has apparently changed 
the rales of engagement for its 
forces, allowing them to hit 
radar and anti-aircraft sites 
even when they are not under 
attack. Unusually the US has 
been reluctant to release gun 
camera film of the attacks. 

The US said there had also 
been three attacks by US fight* 
ersinthe northern no-ffy zone. 


Aircraft had been fltunrinatedby 
Iraqi ground radar near Mosul, 
and the US had responded by 
bombing an anti-aircraft site 
and two missile sites. 

America and Britain already 
have over 2M aircraft patrolling 
tee skies over southern Iraq. In 

addition they have sent extra 
aircraft to defend Kuwait, and 
new Ar 10 tankbusters wQl arrive 
shortly to rotate with aircraft 
that are to return to the US. 


Britain has also dispatched the 
aircraft carrier HMS htvindble. 
carrying an extra 24 Harrier 
fighter-bombers. 

Iraq may be trying to drive 
a wedge between the US and 
Britain and other powers 
through the conflict Yekerdap 
the speaker of the Russian 
Duma, Gennady Seleznyov; said 
he was fimous at the attack. He 
told the visiting US Secretary of 
State, MadelemeAflni^afhis 


anger. “I said, again peaceful 
people have been Hied but she 
said nothing," he said. 

The upsurge in attacks came 
less than 24 hours after an Arab 
foreign ministers meeting in 
Cairo failed to provide any com- 
fort for Saddam Hussein's 
regime. The meeting toldlraq to 
comply with UN SeeurifyCoun- 
cfl resolutions and to stop threat- 
ening its neighbours. Iraq’s 
foreign minister stormed out 
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Monica phobia may bring trial to end 


AT THE start of the most cru- 
cial week in the Senate trial of 
the President - perhaps the 
final week - the air on Capitol 
Hill was thick with the swirl of 
plans and initiatives designed 
to bring Bill Clinton's impeach- 
ment to an end. With the 67 
votes needed to convict and re- 
move Mr Clinton dearly not 
there, pressure was mounting 
from both sides, and public 
opinion, to halt an exercise in- 
creadngfy deemed to be futile. 

Mary Senators feared the 
trial could descend into an in- 
tempered slang in g match no 


BY MAEY DEJEVSKY 
in Washington 


different from the impeach- 
ment debate in the House of 
Representatives. But they also 
had party political concerns. 
With the row about witnesses 
batik on the agenda and crys- 
tallised around Monica Lewin- 
sky the need for a compromise 
was urgent 

Democrats, like the White 
House, fear the unpredictabil- 
ity that witnesses might bring, 
while Republicans fear loss of 
face from a premature com- 


promise or the public oppro- 
brium that could come from 
prolonging the triaL The big 
question was how to end it all, 
on constitutionally and politi- 
cally acceptable terms. 

The figure of Ms Lewinsky, 
who remained in Washington 
yesterday, seemed to loom over 
discussions as a warning of the 
perils ahead if the witnesses 
dispute was not resolved. 

Her precipitate return to 
Washington under a court 
order obtained by the House 
prosecutors had upset careful 
moves towards compromise. 


and brought no clarity either 
The prosecutors had wanted to 
explore whether she had more 
evidence that would support or 
clarify their case that Mr Clin- 
ton committed perjury and ob- 
structed justice in his efforts to 
keep their relationship secret 
After a two-hour meeting 
with her and her lawyers, they 
affirmed that she did. Describ- 
ing BAs Lewinsky as “impres- 
sive and poised”, they said that 
she might be “a very helpful wit- 
ness, if called". BAs Lewinsky’s 
lead lawyer, Plato Cacheris, 
begged to differ spying that his 


client bad “added nothing to the 
record sitting before the Sen- 
ate”. The New York Times yes- 
terday reported Ms Lewinsky 
as having told a friend; “I gave 
them nothing”, a dear message 
to the White House that the 
President had nothing to fear. 

Weekend polls indicated that 
almost 6Q per cent of Americans 
— and half of all Republicans 
asked - wanted the trial over; 
and several senior Senators 
had offered olive brandies al- 
ong the lines of conviction with- 
out removal (Republicans) and 
a return to the idea erf censure. 


- The most promising pj g|| |fj^f 
was proposed yesterday by Oragpf jj 
leader of the Senate’s Daao&£lSftVi 
ratic minority, Tom Daschl^S?^'* 
who called it a “mutual with-.--’’ 
drawal of forces” This would , 
entail the abandonment by Che ;- ; - v 
Democrats of the motion to cGs- 
miss the case, and the agree- 
ment of Republicans not to : r 

require witnesses. With the 
House prosecutors given what ji 

Mr Daschle called “a fair op- f 
portunify to make their argu- 
ments", the Senate would then 
debate the charges and vote. 

The plan was rejected. 


Copernicus book 
that escaped the 
flames is found 


By Elizabeth Nash 
in Madrid 


A HISTORIAN in the small town 
of Orense in north-west Spain 
says be has discovered in a 
school library a priceless 16th- 
century work by the as- 
tronomer Copernicus that 
somehow escaped toe flames of 
the Inquisition. 

De Revolutionibus 
Orbvum Coelestibus, (On 
The Heavenly Revolutions 
Of The Earth), printed in 
Basle in Switzerland in 1536, 

explains with diagr ams and 
mathematical formulae how 
the earth revolves around the 



However; heliocentric theo- 
ries of the universe were con- 
demned as heresy by the Holy 
Inquisition, and Copernicus's 
work figured prominently on 
the Catholic Church's list of 
banned books that were to be 
destroyed. The public burning 
of supposedly heretical works 
- and people - throughout 
Europe and especially Spain 
was at its most intense around 
the time that file book 
appeared- 

The Galician historian, 
Justo Carnicero Mendez- 
Aguirre, says he found the 213- 
page volume, bound in tooled 
leather and embossed with 
images of scholars of the time, 
in the Hbrary erf the Posio Insti- 
tute, a secondary school in 
Orense. “It must be one of the 
few remaining copies in 
Europe to survive the Inquisi- 
tion, and it is certainly the only 
one in Spain,” says Mr Car- 



Copernicns: 213-page find 


nlcero. He believes the book 
lay for centuries in the vaults 
of a monastery. “It shows that 
the monasteries kept in touch 
with the scientific develop- 
ments of the time, despite 
the prevailing censorship” he 
told the Vbz de Galicia 
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newspaper: 

The work is in Latin, with 
corrections by the astronomer 
Kepplex; and contains many 
engravings of celestial bodies 
and mathematical calcula- 
tions. There are also notes in 
the margin, which were writ- 
ten in Latin by someone in the 
16th century. 

The Fosio Institute houses 
the provincial library of 
Orense, created from libraries 
held by monasteries of the 
region after they were dis- 
solved in 1836. 


A hectic lifestyle and not always sticking to 0 sensible 
diet could moke you more susceptible to nasty cold 
viruses. New Zinc Defence's advanced formula helps 
support your immune system's resistance to infection. 
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Hussein appoints 
eldest son as heir 


KING HUSSEIN of Jordan has 
dismissed bis brother as heir- 
apparent to the Hashemite 
throne, installing his eldest 
son, the 36-year-old hal£EngJish 
Prince Abdallah fan Hussein, as 
crown prince. 

The move drew a mixed re- 
action from Jordanians, con- 
fused by the speed of the 
decision days after King Hus- 
sein returned from six months 
of cancer treatment in the US. 

Tm shocked. I cant believe 
that he has got rid of Crown 
Prince H assart so brutally,” 
one royal-watcher said. “The 
prince has been waiting in the 
wings for the last 35 years.” 

Prince Hassan's reaction is 
unknown, but palace sources 
are discounting reports from 
ISgHpt that he has moved his per- 
sonal fortune abroad in prepa- 
ration for an eariy departure. 

The royal palace foiled to 
make an official announcement 


BY Richard Downes 
in Amman 


of the changes. Insiders say 
King Hussein sent two envoys 
to Crown Prince Hassan last 
Friday to tell him he was no 
longer in tine for the throne. 

After a family meeting on 
Sunday, the King confirmed 
Prince Abdallah’s return to a po- 
sition he held once before, from 
1963 to 1965, as an infant 
King Hussein appointed his 
brother to the post in 1965 be- 
cause of a series of assassination 
attempts and amid concerns 
that a king regency would desta- 
bilise the country 
The poor performance of 
Crown Prince Hassan during 
the King’s long absence was the 
real reason behind his sacking. 
“The King felt he was too in- 
terfering. He tried to influence 
what the government was doing 
too much,” said one courtier 


King Hussein returned from 
the Mayo Clinic, Minnesota, to 
a tumultuous reception in Jor- 
dan last week, promising 
“sweeping reforms". 

While Jordanians have a 
form of democracy, including 
elections, government by cab- 
inet and ministers, real power 
remains with the royal family. 

Suggestions that American 
and British officials have tried 
to influence the King to move 
in a more democratic direction 
have been dismissed by the 
palace as “nonsense”. 

Speculation that 16-year- old 
Prince Hamzah, the eldest son 
of King Hussein’s marriage to 
American-born Queen Noon 
would be made crown prince 
was wide of the mark, although 
the monarch has made it dear 
that Prince Hamzah should 
take over the throne in the 
event of Prince Abdallah foiling 
ill or abdicating. 


Prince Abdallah is consid- 
ered an energetic soldier and at- 
tained the rank of msgor-general 
in the army last year. He is also 
known to be interested in eco- 
nomics and development issues 
and is married to Rania al- 
Yassin, a Jordanian of Palestin- 
ian origin. 

In a country where by some 
estimates more than 65 per 
cent of the population is Pales- 
tinian, the marriage was con- 
sidered a shrewd gesture. 

Jordanians refosed to an- 
swer questions on the streets 
yesterday about whether they 
were happy with the new crown 
prince’s half-British ancestry. 
“The King has chosen him and 
I think that is enough” said one 
man waiting at the taxi rank. 

His mother. English-born 
Toni Gardiner; known in Jordan 
as Princess Mona, has contin- 
ued to live in the country since 
her 1972 divorce from the King. 


Mossad told: 
‘Don’t trust 
Netanyahu’ 


ISRAELS SACKED defence 
minister; Yitzhak Mordechai, 
delivered his most stinging 
criticism yet of Beryamin Ne- 
tanyahu yesterday, warning the 
country’s intelligence service. 
Mossad, not to trust the Prime 
^Minister. 

< “Keep an eye on them, so 
they won’t come up with any 
tricks," Mr Mordechai said on 
his last day in the job. He was 
unceremoniously fired by Mr 
Netaqyahu two days ago. He an- 
gered the Prime Minister by 
proposing to head a new centrist, 
party in the elections on 17 May. 

His unprecedented attack, 
which was the first time an out- 
going defence minister has 
warned the intelligence com- 
munity against the folly of a 
prime minister follows two days 
of verbal sparring by the farmer 
political allies that began with 
MrMordechai’s dismissal. 

It came hours before the for- 
mer military man, a relative 
moderate in Mr Netanyahu's 
government, announced his 
candidacy for prime minister on 
ijfa new centrist ticket 

Two other defectors from Mr 
Netanyahu’s likud party, the far- 
mer finance minister Dan Meri- 
dor and the ex-mayor of Tel Aviv 
Roni MBo. as well as the former 
army chief- of-staff Am n on r jp - 
km-Shahak, have joined him to 
form a new party. 

On Monday Mr Netanyahu 
won re-election as head of 
Likud. But Mr Mordechai’s bid 
for the Israeli leadership is a se- 
rious blow to Mr Netanyahu’s 
chances for re-election on 17 
May. 

Of all the politicians who 
have split from Likud, Mr 
Mordechai is considered the 
most formidable challenger to 
Mr Netanyahu, whose coalition 
disintegrated last month, forc- 
ing him to call for new elections 
for both parliament and for 
prime rnmis tw. 

-3? Mr Mordechai whose fami- 
ly hails from Iracp Kurdistan, ap- 
peals to many Likud voters, 


of security. Many are Jews of 
Middle Eastern origin 

An opinion poll published in 


Tokyo teachers beset 
by ‘classroom chaos’ 


: JAPANESE for teacher is 
tei and, until recently the 
3 suggested far more than 
English equivalent. Sensei 
le honorific also used of 
si dans, professors and 
its, implying wisdom, sta- 
and respect within the 
munity. 

ut this week in Tokyo, 
ufs teachers are meeting 
n atmosphere of crisis, 
tt by tales of unruly and vi- 
t students, which have left 
i baffled and depressed 
ipanese schools always 
id themselves on their <hsr 
ae, but this week’s confer - 
: of 16,000 sensei has been 
inated by a new buzz 
se; “classroom chaos”, 
ational anxiety was trig- 
d in 1997 by series of ter- 
crimes perpetrated by 
Iren, the worst being the 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 
inTbkyo 

case of a 14-year-old boy who 
beheaded a 10-year-old Now a 
milder contagion is reported to 
have spread to classrooms. 
The offences - fighting, fidget- 
ing, chatting, scribbling on 
desks and refusing to listen — 
have shocked the Japanese. 

The number of teachers 
with psychological disorders 
increased.Iast year by 30 per 
cent and counselling services 
have been established for 
those under stress. The Min- 
istry of Education has an- 
nounced plans for 30,000 new 
teachers to add to the present 
total of 964,000, with the sug- 
gestion that they pair up to re- 
duce disorder 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 


BY DEBORAH HORAN 
in Jerusalem 

the daily newspaper Yedioth 
Aharonot found that 32 per cent 
of those who voted for Mr Ne- 
tanyahu in the 1996 elections 
would consider voting for the 
new party headed by Mr 
Mordechai 
Some analysts said the new 
party may represent the begin- 
nings of a political earthquake 
in Israel, where politics have 
been dominated by the two 
biggest parties, Likud and 
Labour since the 1970s. 

Such a shake-up was made 
possible in part fay (he latest 
peace deal signed between a 
Likud-Led Israeli government 
and die Palestinians. By signing 
on to a peace process it de- 
spised, likud narrowed the gap 
between its ideology and that of 
the Labour party, opening the 
way for a centrist party to 
emerge. 

Such a centrist party is like- 
ly to be more conciliatory in 
peace talks with Palestinians 
than the Netanyahu govern- 
ment. Mr Mordechai is consid- 
ered a moderate in the 
peacemaking process and 
Lipkin-Shahak headed the ne- 
gotiations that led to the second 
Israeli-Palestiman peace agree- 
ment, known as Oslo EL 
Mr Netanyahu has already 
tried to brand the centrist party 
as “leftist”, a code word that to 
Israelis signals capitulation to 
Palestinian demands. On Sun- 
day he accused Mr Mordechai 
of organising “a conspiracy to 
topple the government” and 
said that was what led him to 
dismiss the defence minister 
Mr Mordechai has launched 
his own attacks in return, sug- 
gesting Mr Netanyahu had be® 
planning a colourful operation 
in Lebanon as a pre-election 
ploy to increase his popularity 
On Sunday, Mr Mordechai 
used the Bible against Mr Ne- 
tanyahu, quoting Psalm 120 and 
hinting that he didn’t believe the 
Prime Minister was serious 
about pursuing peace: Tbo long 
have I lived among those who 
hate peace,” Mr Mordechai said 
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“SEVEN SEATS?” thought Alice. “ And AIR-CONDITIONING? And ANTI-LOCK BRAKES? 
And TWO YEARS' FREE SERVICING? And TWO YEARS' INTEREST-FREE CREDIT? 
All this from £18 £95?” She felt dreadfully puzzled. 


Apart from all our favourite stories and characters, what are the essentials of a happy 

childhood? Security? Comfort? Doing things together and getting on as a family ? 

All the things the new Espace was designed to make easier. And now the Espace Alize 
goes further. To standard safety features like driver and passenger airbags, we’ve added ARS. 
To little luxuries like a Temote-contiol hi-fi, we've added air -conditioning all round. 

And so that such benefits can be enjoyed more widely, the Alizd comes with seven 
seats (the reax five all adjustable, foldable and removable). Plus two years’ free servicing. 
Plus two years’ interest free credit. From £18,995 on the road. 

“Curiouser and curio user! ” cried Alice (she was so much surprised, that for the moment 
she quite forgot how to speak good English). For more information, call 0800 52 51 50. 

The Espace; Part of the perfect childhood. 
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Freetown rebels 
hold journalist 


SLDCUP 

ABC (05- 
tie Voice 
Meet Jo 


TWO EUROPEAN journalists 
were abducted yesterday by 
rebels in SierTa Leone who 
later asked one to deliver a 
guerrilla demand to the au- 
thorities. 

Patrick Saint Paul of the 
French daily Le Figaro said he 
and a Spaniard, Javier Es- 
pinosa, of the newspaper El 
Mundo, were seized in a sub- 
urb of the capital, Freetown. 

The rebels headed with the 
two into the nearby bush where 
they later released Mr Saint 
PauL The Frenchman said the 
rebels ordered him to pass on 
their demand for negotiations 
with Nigerian-led West African 
troops pursuing the guerrillas. 
They said they would not re- 
lease Mr Espinosa until their 
demand was broadcast on 
radio. 

The journalists had left their 
hotel in the western part of 
Freetown earlier yesterday for 
the eastern suburbs where the 


BY ALEX DUVAL SMITH 
in Freetown 

rebels, retreating from the ad- 
vancing West African troops, 
are reported to be committing 
widespread atrocities against 
civilians. 

A British operation to dis- 
tribute aid to injured and dis- 
placed people in Sierra Leone 
entered its second day yester- 
day. But after a new rebel ad- 
vance on the capital, evidence 
was emerging of a command 
crisis among pro -government 
forces. 

The RFA Oak Leaf- a sup- 
ply vessel to HMS Norfiik, the 
frigate that has been off Free- 
town for neariy two weeks- was 
due to arrive last night with rice 
and detergent On Sunday 15 
tons of British and European 
Union aid was flown in. 

But it became dear that ac- 
counts of an end to three weeks 
of fighting in and around Free- 


town were premature. Spo- 
radic violence has returned to 
east-central Freetown after re- 
ports that rebels are hiding 
among refugees from the city's 
razed east end. 

After days of rumours about 
disarray within the Nigerian- 
dominated command of the 
15,000-strong West African 
force defending the elected 
president of Sierra Leone, 
Nigeria’s foreign minister and 
chief of general staff flew in for 
an emergency meeting in Free- 
town yesterday. 

According to sources dose to 
the Wfest African force, known as 
Ecomog, donor nations to West 
Africa are urging the Nigerians 
to pass control of the Sierra 
Leonean operation to Guinea. 
“The Guineans are better sol- 
diers - trained by the Fre n ch 
and the Soviets before them. 
They are more motivated be- 
cause their country is potentiaDy 
under threat if the Sierra Leone 


conflict continues” said the 
source. 

It is not dear what was dis- 
cussed at the high-level meet- 
ing yesterday - between 
Nigeria’s Foreign Minister Ig- 
natius Olisiemeka, his Sierra 
Leonean counterpart, Sama 
Banya, as well as Nigeria’s Air 
Marshal Daggash and the Eco- 
mog chief, General Timothy 
ShelpidL But according to a 
Western diplomat, it has been 
made clear to Nigeria that 
donor nations to Ecomog are 
disappointed with the effort to 
oust the Lfoerian-bacted bush- 
warrior rebels threate n i n g 
President Ahmad Tfejan Kabbah. 

The Nigerian troops -many 
of them battle-weary after serv- 
ing in Liberia - have not been 
paid since 10 December. Many 
who are supposed to receive 
$150 a month, (£93) say openly 
that they do not see why they 
should put down their lives for 
Sierra Leone. 
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Saturday of Australian missionary 

Children ioining a Christian protest in Delhi car by a mob AP 

GiSbam SteiniS and his sons Philip. 10. and Timothy, 8, who were burnt alive m uieir car u, 
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A Rover 200 (with 0% finance) 

from just <£8,995 ? 



Take a fresh look 



It’s no wonder Londoners like a sing-song. With 2 years inceresc free finance 0% APR* (with a minimum f 

deposit of 50%) and 1 years free insurance, the Rover 200 is just the excuse they need for a good old knees up. ^ 

If chat hasn’t got Mother Brown quaking in her boots, then perhaps the Rover 2I4i SE for £1L900 with power 
assisted steering, remote central door locking and air'condicioning will. 

The offer is available until 31sr January 1999. Call 0345 1S6 186 or just visit your local Rover dealer and rake 
a fresh look, www.rover.co.uk 
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Russia saved, 
thanks to the 
pyramids 


STREET LIFE 

SAMOTECHNY LANE 


NATASHA CAME round with a 

copy of Robofmfsa (Working 
GirD, a Soviet-era magazine 
that is now glossy feminine 
and devoted to New Age 
ideas. We turned first to the 
horoscopes, essential Russ- 
ian reading. Then Natasha 
pointed out an article about 
a manwho was building a cir- 
cle of pyramids around 
Moscow. 

“Aquarius -a meeting this 
week that could change your 
life. You should go and see 
that pyramid man,” said 
Natasha I thought so too, al- 
though I suspected the meet- 
ing with Alexander Golod 
was more likely to produce 
another in my occasional se- 
ries, “The Great Eccentrics of 
Russia”. 

Mr Golod, whose surname 
incidentally means “hunger”, 
sent a white Volga limousine 
for me. I was taken through 
a maze of Moscow back 
streets and an unmarked 
blue gate into a defence 
factory that produces meteo- 
rological equipment for aero- 
dromes, ships and spacecraft 

“Tam the director" said Mr 
Golod. “But since the De- 
fenre Ministry has not paid us 
for months, I am working on 
my private pyramid project" 

A small, white pyramid 
stood on his desk, with a map 
of Russia, scattered with 
crystals, amethysts and other 
semi-precious stones. He 
reached into a drawer and 
gave me a handful of similar 
stones. “Take those," he said, 
“now m explain. 

“Imagine this room is 
made up of cubes. There is a 
distorting mirror on the wall. 
The cubes become twisted 
and deformed. The space in 
which we live is like that now. 
Adam lived for 900 years but 
we live for only 70 because our 
space has become distorted. 
This leads to war, economic 
problems, earthquakes, holes 
in the ozone layer and other 
ills. But pyramids correct the 
distortion and restore 
harmony” 

How he amassed the 
money was unclear but Mr 
Golod said he had spent $2m 
(£1 2m) on building pyramids 
around Moscow and planned 
to erect more. He showed me 
a video of the biggest, tower- 
ing 22 metres above the lake 

at Seliger, 400km north of 
the capital. There was an- 
other; 11 metres high, at Ra- 
mensky in the Moscow region 
and a complex of five-metre- 
high pyramids in the region 
of Bashkiria, to the east 

Mr Golod’s pyramids are 
made of glass fibre rather 
than stone blocks. They are 
more elongated than the 
tombs of the Egyptian phar- 
aohs or the pyramids used by 
Mexican Indians to observe 
the stars. Indeed, they serve 
a different purpose. 

-My pyramids are pro- 
tecting Moscow from flu. can- 
cer and Aids." said Mr Golod. 
“Soon these diseases will dis- 
appear. Some people speak of 
the apocalypse. 1 say we can 
live as long as we want It de- 


pends cn the harmony we 
create around us.” 

«I see.” I said, “but where 

do the stones come in?” 

“I buy ha g s of them and 
put than inside the pyramids. 
They become charged with 
the special energy there. 
Then I drive round Moscow; 
scattering them on the road- 
sides. Sometimes the snow 
cleaners sweep them away 
and I have to scatter more. 
The stones are resonators, 
spreading the enmgy of the 
pyramids.” 

He said he had dropped 



One of Mr Golod’s glass 
fibre Moscow pyramids 

some stones around a prison 
near Tver north of Moscow, 
and the restive inmates had 
calmed down. He also gave 
stones to the sick, to put 
around their beds. “I do not 
charge money for this service. 
It is an act of charity.” 

“Is it white magic, then," I 
asked, “you know, positive 
psychological suggestion?” 
“No,” said Mr Golod, a math- 
ematician, “it’s science. The 
stones work for you whether 
you know they are there or 
not Of course, the effect is 
stronger if you know.” 

He claimed that since he 
built his pyramid at Seliger; 
the lake water had become 
purer, harvests had im- 
proved, rare wild flowers had 
appeared in the forests and 
storks had returned. He said 
if pyramids were built in Yu- 
goslavia, the Kosovo crisis 
would go away. And, since a 
shaft of energy rises up 
from the top of a pyramid, 
such a structure could also 
help to close the ozone hole 

over Australia, “ihave writ- 
ten twice to the Austr alian 
embassy about this but they 
do n °t seem interested.” 

Not to be deterred, Mr 

Golod has taken steps to prot- 

ect not only Moscow but also ' 
toe enhregjohe. ^ has per- 
suaded a cosmonaut to cany 
st ones and they 
^noworbitmgrouodEartJ 
on the space station Min 

been ' he gave me had 
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Ericsson to cut 11,000 Jobs 

ERICSSON, the troubled Swedish telecoms giant, yesterday 
said it would axe 11,000 jobs worldwide in a bid to slash 
costs and restore investors' confidence. The company, 
which issued a profit warning last month, said rh?t , its 
104,000 workforce would be reduced by more than 5,000 
this year and 6,000 m 2000. Ericsson, Sweden’s largest 
company, said the job cuts would yield cost savings of 3bn 
Swedish crowns C£234mj in two years’ time. It added that 
*ie restructuring was part of its plans to move away from 
pnxed telephone networks to focus on the booming mobile 
phones ami Internet markets. 

Green takes over at Sears 

PHILIP GREEN lleft) 
formally won control of the 
ailing Sears group 
yesterday when his January 
Investments vehicle said it 
had agreed to buy 52.9 per 
cent of the shares. JIL. 
bankrolled by the Barclay 
Brothers, agreed to buy the 
34 million shares controlled 
by Phillips & Drew, Sears' 
largest shareholder 
Mr Green, who was still 
in the south of France 
yesterday, said he will move into Sears head office in 
London today to start work. He added: Til be there 
from noon. I’ll meet all the management and get 
everyone settled." He declined to say if there would be 
any early decisions on how many of the old Sears board 
( he would retain or how quickly he might sell parts of 
'-/£e business. “People think I’m going to sell bits and 
, pieces within five minutes but that's not true.” 

Pearson publishers for sale 

PEARSON, the media company, yesterday hung a for-sale 
sign over a group of reference and business publishing 
businesses with annual sales of $250m (£l50m). The 
businesses, including tides such as Webster's New Wbrid 
Dictionary and Betty Crocker’s Cookbook, were bought 
last year as part of Pearson’s $4L6bn purchase of the bulk 
of Simon & Schuster. 
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Microsoft backs NTL to 
create UK cable force 


MICROSOFT, the American 
software giant, yesterday made 
its first direct investment in the 
UK cable industry by injecting 
$500m (£300m)into NTL in re- 
turn for a 5 per cent stake in the 
acquisitive media group. 

The move is part of a broad- 
er alliance between NTL and 
Microsoft that will see the two 
companies co-operate to de- 
velop broadband services to be 
delivered to residential cus- 
tomers at high speeds. 

The step is a boost for NTL, 
which has issued huge 
amounts of debt in its quest to 
build a national cable network 
in the UK. Last yean the com- 
pany spent over $2bn taking 
over rival franchises. It also 
took out an option to buy a con- 
trolling stake in Newcastle 


BY PETER THAI. LARSEN 

United, the Premier League 
football dub, from mqjor share- 
holder Douglas HaiL 

Microsoft's move sparked a 
renewed frenzy of speculation 
about likely consolidation 
among Britain's cable opera- 
tors. City analysts have long in- 
sisted that the UK's three 
existing groups -NTL Cable & 
Wireless Communications and 
Telewest - will eventually 
merge. 

NTL said it had been ap- 
proached by Microsoft, which is 
looking for ways to invest the 
huge cash flow it derives from 
sales of its Windows operating 
system. “Microsoft has a lot of 
money to invest and they were 
looking for an investment 


where they could work with 
someone who was developing 
new products," said John 
Gregg, NTLs managing direc- 
tor for corporate development 
and finance. 

Under the terms of the deal 
Microsoft and NTL will set up 
a technology group to guide the 

development of new services, 
including high-speed Internet 
access. In return, Microsoft 
will invest S500m in NTL's con- 
vertible preference shares, con- 
vertible at $100 a share. It will 
also receive 12 maiian warrants 
allowing it to buy NTL stock at 
$84 a share. If all the instru- 
ments are converted into 
shares, Microsoft would be left 
with a 62 per cent sharehold- 
ing in NTL 

On Nasdaq, NTL shares 


soared $12.19 to $79,875 by mid- 
day on the announcement In 
London, shares in CWC rose 
27.5p to 7814), while Telewest 
gained 2325p to 250.75p as in- 
vestors speculated that fur- 
ther consolidation was in the 
pipeline. 

Telewest is seen as a prime 
target because TCI the US 
cable group, is expected to sell 
its stake following its takeover 
by AT&T “Consolidation moves 
are afoot" one anatyst said. 
“But the question is on whose 
terms." 

Microsoft has already made 
similar investments in the US. 
Several years ago it sank $lbn 
into Comcast a US cable oper- 
ator in an attempt to encourage 
investment in US cable net- 
works. “This is an endorsement 


of cable as the best network into 
the home,” said Mr Gregg 
All throe UK cable operators 
are due to launch digital cable 
Systems this year. Apart from 
offering a multitude of television 
channels, these will also allow 
customers to use their televi- 
sions to surf the Internet at high 
speed. Experts reckon digital 
(able will offer Internet access 
at up to 100 times the speed of 
a normal modem, making pos- 
sible truly interactive services 
such as home shopping 
News of Microsoft's move is 
likely to infuriate NCL the soft- 
ware joint venture between Or- 
acle and Netscape - two of 
Microsoft's bitter rivals. Just 
last month NTL said it would 
use NCI's operating system in 
its digital set-top box decoders. 



Peter Simon, chairman of Monsoon: Shares are at their lowest since flotation 

Monsoon admits mistakes 


MONSOON, the underperform- 
ing women's fashion retailer 
chaired by Peter Simon, re- 
ported its first foil in profits for 
13 years yesterday alongside a 
poor Christmas trading state- 
ment which showed sales de- 
clines accelerating, writes 
Nigel Cope. 

The news pushed Monsoon 
shares down 9p to 46.5p, their 
lowest level since the compaitys 
flotation in February last yean 
Priced at I98p on flotation the 
shares have now lost three- 


quarters of their value in 12 
months. The company admitted 
it had made mistakes with its 
merchandise range and the pre- 
sentation of its stores. 

The company said it had 
beefed up its design team and 
would improve its merchandise 
ranges. It said customer re- 
search bad also showed that it 
stores contained too much stock 
and were therefore “difficult to 
shop" for its target audience erf 
busy working women. It will 
therefore be simplifying product 


ranges. Monsoon is also launch- 
ing a shoes range in 20 stores 
and a homewares range in 33 
outlets focusing on bed linen and 
bathroom products. 

In the six months to Novem- 
ber profits fell 20 per cent to 
£lL8m on sales up 8 percent to 
£66. Ira. Same stores sales in the 
half year were 6 per cent down 
on the yean Since November 
however the performance has 
worsened with like for like sales 
down by 9 per cent 

Outlook, page 15 


Lucas rejects 
£3.9bn offer 
from Federal 


LUCASVARITY, the car parts 
and aerospace group yesterday 

rejected a £3.9bn takeover bid 
from Federal-Mogul its ac- 
quisitive US rival 

The American company said 
LucasVarity had refused to 
open talks over a 280p-a-share 
offer to create a motor compo- 
nents giant with sales of over 
£7bn and more than 70,000 
employees worldwide. 

The rejection ofthe cash and 
shares offer- pitched ata4G per 
cent premium to Lucas's share 
price before the start of 
takeover speculation - sparked 
an angry reaction from Feder- 
al-Mogul’s outspoken chief ex- 
ecutive, Dick SnelL 

In an open letter to Lucas 
chief executive, Victor Rice, 
and chairman Ed Wallis, he said 
he was “disappointed, suprised 
... dismayed” at Lucas’s refusal 
irfthe bid, which was tabled last 
week during a secret meeting 
between the three men. He 
added that 280p was a “frill price 
which would offer compelling 
value to your shareholders and 
... is worthy of.their consider- 
ation". 

Sources dose to FlsderaJ- 
Mogul which last year had 
sales of $7bn (£4Jbn). said Mr 
Snell remained keen to s trite 
a deal with the UK company but 
had stffl not dedded whether to 
launch an hostile bid. 

City analysts said Mr Snell's 
letter was an attempt to con- 
vince Lucas shareholders to put 
pressure an the board to accept 
the offer However, leading in- 
vestors in LucasVarity, which 
has a large US shareholder 
base, reacted coolty to the offer 
‘‘You could argue that the com- 
pany is worth more than that," 
one said 

Experts said the rebuff was 
more likely to spark a bidding 


By Francesco Guerrera 


war for the UK group, which 
has been trying to strengthen 
its US ties since the collapse of 
a controversial plan to move to 
the US in November Hie com- 
pany has said it was in talk* 
with several groups, believed to 
indude the US engineering gi- 
ants TRW and Tenneco. 

News erf Federal-Mogul’s 
offer came after the London 
market dosed. Earlier shares 
in Lucas, which had sales of 
£4.7bn last yean had risen 13.6 
per cent to 244p after the com- 
pany made a statement 
confirming “preliminary dis- 
cussions with several compa- 
nies". 

A takeover of LucasVarity 
would be the latest in a string 
of ambitious acquisitions mas- 
terminded by Mr SnelL Fteder- 
aLMogul is .smaller than Lucas 
in market value, but its sales 
have soared due to a number of 
large purchases, inducting last 
year's £1.5bn acquisition of the 
UK brake pads business, T&N, 
and of the car parts unit of the 
US engineering giant Cooper 
Industries. 

Outlook, page 15 



Rice: Wants to strengthen 
Lucas Verity's US ties 


City 

seeks 

Mirror 

Group 

auction 


By Andrew Garfield 
Financial Editor 


SHARES IN Mirror Group rose 
9p to 207p yesterday as expec- 
tations grew that the chief ex- 
ecutive. David Montgomery, 
will step down later today, 
paving the way for a fully 
fledged auction of the newspa- 
per group. 

Trinity, the regional news- 
paper group whose bid ap- 
proach sparked the boardroom 
row, has signalled it is willing 
to raise its original 165p a share 
indicative offer It was Last night 
standing by to resume talks in 
the event of Mr Montgomery 
quitting today. 

Bankers say that with the 
boardroom row resolved. Mir- 
ror will be in a better portion 
to negotiate with both Trinity 
and Regional Independent 
Media group, which had also 
tabled a bid with the backing of 
Candover the venture capital 
group, and Goldman Sachs. 

There were suggestions at 
the weekend that Hearst Cor- 
poration, the US newspaper 
group, might step in with an 
offer particularly rf the derision 
was taken to sptit Mirror up and 
sell the national titles - the Mir- 
ror, Scottish Daily Record and 
Sunday Mad - separately from 
regional titles. It is the latter 
that interest Trinity. 

Shareholders are also hop- 
ing that Axel Springer; the Ger- 
man publisher that tried to buy 
the Mirror last yean might re- 
turn to the fray. 

Sir Victor Blank, Mirror 
Group chairman, was last ni gh t 
believed to have persuaded the 
executive directors to abstain 
hi the event of a vote for Mr- 
Montgomery’s removal being 
required at a crucial board 
meeting of the groqp today. 

A last ditch appeal by Mr 
Montgomery to key Mirror 
Group shareholders appeared 
last night to have foiled, with 
bankers insisting that they had 
not been swayed from their 
view that there was no way for- 
ward for the group with Mr 
Montgomery at the helm. 

The executive directors, 
some of whom are extremely 
dose to Mr Montgomery, had 
until late yesterday been ex- 
pected to line up on his side, ac- 
centuating the split that has 
tom the group apart since the 
two sides fell out over the 
approach from Trinity two 
weeks ago. 

Sir Victor is believed to have 
the hill backing of the non-ex- 
ecutives, particularly Sir Gor- 
don Borne, the former 
director-general of fair trading, 
and Angus Grossart, who heads 
Noble Grossart, the Edinburgh 
merger bank, although Mr 
Montgomery had hoped to per- 
suade at least one, Sonia Land, 
to back, his campaign to stay. 

John AD wood, the former 
finance director who heads the 
regional newspapers arm, has 
already been Kned up to replace 
Mr Montgomery. 

Outlook, page 15 


Mystery approach boosts LIG shares by 27% 


LONDON INTERNATIONAL 
Group, the world's largest 
mater of condoms, yesterday 
revealed it had received an 
unsolicited bid approach from 
an unnamed company prompt- 
ing a 27 per cent jump in its 
share price. 

David Davies, finance direc- 
tor, said the approach was a pre- 
liminary one from a company 


By Andrew Verity 

wanting to discuss a merger 
The shares rose 35p to I633p, 
valuing LIG at 64462m, In spite 
of the price rise, Mr Davies said 
he was not required by Stock 
Exchange rules to disclose the 
identity of the bidder 

The news led to speculation 
that the bidder was Safeskin, a 


San Diego-based rival with a 69 
per cent share of the US con- 
dom market 

LIG, which has 22 per cent of 
the world condom market, has 
struggled to expand its sec- 
ondary business of latex gloves 
in the US against competition 
from cheap Asian imports. 

In December its shares fell 
by 30 per cent when it revealed 


a loss of £9.8m, down from a 
profit of £5.7m. Much of the loss 
stemmed from problems at its 
Alabama subsidiary, Alarian, 
acquired in 1996. 

The group responded to crit- 
icism from the City two weeks 
ago, announcing it was cutting 
10 per cent of its staff and dos- 
ing its headquarters in London. 

LIG’s biggest rivals in the 


condom and latex gloves mar- 
ket indude Carter- Wallace and 
Fiadfic-Dunlop. Competition au- 
thorities are likely to resist a 
merger with either company 
because of the scale of their 
respective market shares. 

Observers believe Safeskin 
would raise fewer competition 
concerns. While Safeskin has a 
big presence in cheap exami- 


nation gloves for doctors, it has 
a lower share in the more 
expensive powder-free gloves 
that LIG has begun to develop. 

Mite King of SG Securities 
said: “There is a fair amount of 
growth within the gloves 
market [A merger with Safe- 
skin] would put LIG in a posi- 
tion to grow its gloves business 
from there." 


Around the world’s markets 


LONDON 


IN A see-saw session Footsie 
swung between a fell of 111.9 points 
and a 44^-point gain before dosing 
19.7 higher at 5,880.9. 

Ftears of a Chinese devaluation, 
although denied, depressed senti- 
ment Bids enlivened events, with 
LucasVarity up 29.25p to 244p; after 
market dose Federal-Mogul said it 
was mulling a 280p a share often 
but Lucas refused to negotiate- 31 
talking to Electra Investment 
Ttust gained 14p to 631p with Elee- 
traupll&p at682^p. Derek Pain, 
page 17 


NEW YORK 


TECHNOLOGY stocks moved up 
yesterday led by strong gains in 
Microsoft after it declared a 
stock split. But blue chips fell, 
hit by worries about corporate 
earnings figures and the 
economic difficulties in Brazil. 

In morning trading the Dow 
Jones average was down 32 
points, or 0.34 per cent, to 9,088, 
off its earlier lows. By contrast 
the Nasdaq Composite index, the 
barometer of technology stocks, 
rose fy 4.41 points, or 0.19 per 
cent, to 1134X29. 


r~- 


TOKYO 


GROWING OPTIMISM over Japan’s 
nfling banking system helped the 
Nikkei 225 recover from earty lows 
to dose up 54.4 at 1A208.8, 
although volume was low, with 
investors looking to Wall Street for 
direction for the rest of the week. 

Nissan Motors extended recent 
gamg, amid speculation that 
DaimlerChrysler could bpy a 
substantial stake, but banking 
stocks paused after recent gains, 
with the sub-index off 0.36 per cent, 
as investors waited for more news 
on government cash injections. 


^3 HONG KONG 


THE HANG SENG Index fell 239 
points to 9,499.5. as fresh 
worries about a Chinese yuan 
devaluation drove interbank 
interest rates higher 
Banks suffered as the 
interbank rate rose to 732 per 
cent from 6.77 per cent on 
Friday, with HSBC Holdings 
slumping ZZ per cent and Hang 
Seng Bank dropping 4.4 per 
cent Property stocks also fhred 
badly. However; the China- 
affiliated “red chip” index ended 
only 0.45 points off at 687. 


FRANKFURT 


GERMANY’S Xetra DAX clawed 
back most of an earty 2 per cent fe] 
to dose a touch lower yesterday, 
buoyed by a neutral start on Wall 
Street The DAX began the day on 
a negative footing, reflectmga foil 
on Asian stock markets overnight 
on concerns that China might de- 
value its currency. But the btae- 
dup index crept back up to end 
just below par at the dose after the 

S&P March future turned positive 
and WhU Street opened slightly 
highen 
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IQ/ jy ews Analysis: Launch of Cruickshank’s review sends shares into sharp reverse 


Banking 


profits 


to be at 


heart of 


inquiry 


DON CRUICKSHANK, the former 
telecommunications regulator; 
yesterday sought to play down 
fears of an onslaught against 
banking profits as he formally 
kicked off the governments in- 
quiry into the banking sector 

Mr Cruickshank, who was 
chosen by the Chancellor, 
Gordon Brown, last November 
to head the review, said yes- 
terday that the aim of the in- 
quiry was not to “bash the 
hanks " but to see whether more 
competition was needed to im- 
prove levels of efficiency and in- 
novation, both within the sector 
and in the economy generally. 

“The review will not consider 
a windfall tax,” he said. “It is an 
opportunity for them [the 
banks] to make their case as 
well as for others to complain." 

Despite the reassuring 
words, the launch prompted 
City dealers to mark banking 
shares down 1.5 per cent 
British hanks are currently by 
far the most profitable in 
Europe and the degree to 
which those profits are accu- 
mulated at customers' expense 
lies at the heart of the inquiry. 

Hie Government, Mr Cruick- 
shank said, had posed the ques- 
tion. “How we can raise the 
long-term systemic growth rate 
to the rates of our competitor 
economies? The question for 
the review is how the banking 
sector is doing its part in shift- 
ing that growth rate." 

The review, whose conclu- 
sions will be published before 
the end of the year; will focus on 
three main areas: 

■ money transmission, the core 
of the banking system; 

■ the credit card merchant ac- 
quiring services (the area of the 
credit card business that ser- 
vices retailers); 

■ lending, with a particular 
emphasis on small and medi- 
um-sized businesses. 

Mr Cruickshank has specif- 
ically excluded the large cor- 
porate lending market, and 
insurance, both areas in which 
he believes there is enough 
competition. 

He also plans to address 


by Andrew Garfield 
financial Editor 


broader issues, including 
whether anything can be done 
about so-called “credit 
crunches" - the tendency of 
hanks to draw in their horns in 
times of economic downturn - 
and the impact of the euro. He 
will consider whether Britain's 
being outside monetary union 
will deny consumers the bene- 
fits of greater competition, and 
whether it will damage the 
competitiveness of UK banking 
system overall. 

Lastly he will look at the im- 
pact of tax breaks. Generally he 
said, he believed there should 
be little room for government, 
pointing out that the Govern- 
ment was in the midst of a mas- 
sive overhaul in financial 
services regulation generally. 

Mr Cruickshank yesterday 
rfistanred himself from those in 
the small business and con- 
sumer lobby who have long 



Don Cruickshank kicking off the inquiry into the banking sector at the Treasury yesterday Peter Macdiarmid 
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complained about the behaviour 
of the banks. For those who 
were looking for a “more 
frontal attack” on traditional 
gripes such as overcharging 
and not understanding small 
business, he admitted “this may 
seem like a dull document". 

Blaming British bankers for 
the failure of British entrepre- 
neuriafism is an age-old British 
parlour game. James Dyson, in- 
vestor of the bagless vacuum 
cleaner; is just the latest suc- 
cessful British inventor to daim 
that he was cold-shouldered by 


the banks when he needed 
them most 

In the 1960s, against a sim- 
ilar background of complaints 
about banks’ alleged failure to 
do enough to promote growth, 
the Labour government of the 
time, under Harold Wilson, 
launched a Royal Commission 
into the City. After muds ex-, 
pensive deliberation among the 
great and the good, it conclud- 
ed that there was little funda- 
mentally wrong. 

John Harrison, who heads 
the banking practice at the 
consultancy arm of Deloitte & 
Touche, says that every study 
he has ever read concludes: 
there is no shortage of capital 
in Britain, the problem is the 
lack of decent propositions in 
which to invest “It is more of 
a cultural thing" he says, “the 
Americans have a more can-do 
mentality." 

But the City has reason to 
fear. The banks continually 
point to their relative success, 
but studies show that British 
banks could have much to learn 
in terms of delivering to their 
customers from rivals in Eu- 
rope as well as the US. 

Angus Hilsop, banking part- 
ner at the consultants Price- 
waterhouseCoopers, says the 
sniggers that mention of 
Deutsche Bank or Credit 
Lyonnais provokes in banking 
cwcles here may be misplaced. 
“I know that view is widely 
held in the City. But it is out of 
date. British banks look good on 
a few narrow criteria, but in 


broader efficiency terms you 
get a very different picture.” 

British banks fare best on re- 
turn on equity and on cost- 
income ratios (the proportion of 
gaming s that are consumed by 
overheads), both measures 
favoured by investment 
bankers. But that could just as 
well mean that British banks 
are less efficient but can charge 
higher margins than rivals 
abroad. 

The track record oi British 
banks on innovation, particu- 
larly technological innovation, 
is patchy at best “The core 
banking system is 20 years 
old.” says John Harrison, head 
of the banking practice at 
Deloitte & Touche's consul- 
tancy arm. Britain badly lags 
many parts of Europe, and 
even the Middle East and Asia, 
in terms of electronic banking, 
for both retail and corporate 
business. 

Other countries are already 
well ahead in cashlesss and 
paperless banking systems, and 
in the use of smart cards and 
electronic point-of-sale tech- 
nology. In areas where British 
banks were pioneers, such as 
telephone hanking other coun- 
tries are fast catching up. 

France and Belgium are al- 
ready ahead of tiie UK in terms 
of percentage of retail cus- 
tomers using telephone bank- 
ing. By next year, the 
proportions will be broadly sim- 
ilar across the board. Whether 
these failings are due to a lack 
of competition is a moot point 


UK SAUERS GET WORST DEAL FROM BANKS 


Local Interest rates on 3-month savings deposits 
swapped to ECU (1 1-12/96),% 
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Notice to customers 
of Halifax International 
(Isle of Man) Limited. 


Halifax International (Isle of Man) Limited announces revised 
interest rates effective from 1st February 1999. 



ANNUAL INTEREST 

ANNUAL INTEREST 

MONTHLY INTEREST 

BALANCE 

GROSS RA. 

GROSS RA. 

GROSS RA. 


(CURRENT) 

(FROM 01/02/99) 

(FROM 01/02/99) 

HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL MANX PREMIUM 

£100,000+ 

6.75% 

6.50% 

6.31% 

£60,000+ 

6.70% 

6^5% 

6.27% 

£25,000+ 

6.50% 

6^5% 

6.08% 

£10,000+ 

6.10% 

5.85% 

5.70% 

HALIFAX INTERNATIONAL MANX GOLD 

£100,000+ 

640% 

6.15% 

5.98% 

£50,000+ 

620% 

5.95% 

5.79% 

£25,000+ 

6.15% 

5.90% 

5.75% 

£10,000+ 

5.70% 

545% 

5.32% 

£5,000+ 

5.15% 

4.90% 

4.79% 

£500+ 

3.55% 

3.30% 

3L25% 

£10+ 

2.30% 

2.05% 

N/A 

If you have less than £10,000 in your Halifax International Manx Premium account it will 
earn interest at the equivalent Halifax International Manx Gold rate. If you have less than 
£10 in your Halifax International Manx Premium or Halifax International Manx Gold account 
we will only pay interest at 1.00% gross pa/Gross” means we will not take any tax off the 
interest we pay The accounts shown above are only available to residents of the Isle of Man. 


Further details can be obtained by calling Halifax International 
(Isle of Man) Limited on 01624 612323 (from within the UK) or 
444 1624 612323 (from outside the UK). 


HALIFAX 


26th January 1999 
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Markets hit by China fears 


RUMOURS OF a Chinese de- 
valuation unsettled Asian and 
Latin American markets yes- 
terday, writes Diane Coyie. 

China's central bank was 
forced to deny the possibility 
after a state-owned newspaper; 
the China Daily's Business 
Weekly , said floating the ren- 
minbi might be a good idea. 

Most analysts think China 
will not devalue just yet Ravi 
Bulchandani, head of foreign 
exchange at Morgan Stanley 
Dean Witter, said: “There is 
obviously a debate going on in 


official circles. But it would not 
suit China to devalue at a time 
of such financial turbulence.” 

China has ample foreign ex- 
change reserves, and has safe- 
guarded the renminbi - the 
yuan’s convertible twin - from 
Asa’s financial woes. The Hong 
Kong dollar’s peg to the US dol- 
lar is felt to be reasonably secure. 

However Asian markets fefl 
sharply yesterday. Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng index ended 2.45 per 
cent lower at 9,499.5 after 
plunging 4 per cent Share 
prices also fell in Bangkok, 


Singapore, Jakarta and Seoul 
Interhank rates rose in Hong 
Kong on fears that the author- 
ities might raise interest rates 
to defend the currency peg. 

The tremors spread to Latin 
America, where Brazil's cur- 
rency, the real fell to l .78 to the 
dollar from 1.74 the day before. 

The flood of capital out of 
Brazil has passed $7.4bn so 
farm January and nearly $50bn 
in six months. Reports say the 
central bank has spent 5300m 
propping up the real since its 
devaluation earlier this month. 


Flying the Red PEOPLE AND 
Flag in the City BUSINESS 


ITS AMAZING what a change of 
government can do. An infor- 
mal discussion group founded 
around 18 months ago for 
Labour supporters in the City 
is finding that an increasing 
number of stockbrokers and 
cozporate finances are willing 
to fly the Red Flag. 

Phfl Coffins (no relation), an 
equity strategist with Dresdner 
Kleinwort Benson, set up the 
EC4 Club, a discussion group 
aimed at improving links be- 
tween the Square Mile and the 
Labour Party, after spending 
four years in the City and still 
finding “I knew virtually no 
one with Labour connections". 

Mr Collins was political as- 
sistant to Frank Field in 1989- 
92 and helped the then shadow 
minister with his work on wel- 
fare and pensions reform. He 
then had a spell lecturing in phi- 
losophy before he “stumbled on 
a job in the City”. 

The club usually attracts 
around 15 people to an upstairs 


BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 



room of the Windmill pub in 
Mayfair once a month to hear 
a Labour Party figure talk. 

Finding new people in the tra- 
ditionally Ihie Blue Square Mile 
who would like to attend is “a lot 
easier than 18 months ago, I can 
tell yon," says Mr Collins. 

When I suggested that cosy- 
ing up to City wheeler-dealers 
would be anathema to Old 
Labouc Mr Collins agrees: “But 
there are certain tilings that 
they (tiie City) do that are vital 
to the economy.” Mr Collins is 
now looking for a Tory to ad- 
dress the group - but is having 
trouble finding one. 


Treasury moves 


THE DUST hasn’t quite settled 
in the Treasury since Charlie 


Whelan's departure. Fiona 
Hamilton has been promoted 
from the Treasury press office 
to accompany the Chancellor 
on his meetings with the media 
while a new “Charlie" is 
recruited. 

John Kingman, previously 
head of the Treasury’s pro- 
ductivity unit has taken over as 
head of communications and 
strategy. 

°Mr Kingman rejoined the 
department last year after a 
period writing for the “Lex" 
column in the Financial Times 
—a job once held tty Ed Balls, 
the Chancellor’s economic ad- 
viser- and working in the office 
of Sir John Browne, chief ex- 
ecutive at BP 

Mr Kingman's predecessor. 
Peter Curwen, returns to a pol- 
icy job after three years in the 


UK cashmere 
business faces 
trade threat 



THE BRITISH cashmere 
industry could be devastated 
and 1,000 jobs lost through US 
trade sanctions threatened in 
a bitter transatlantic dispute 

over banana imports. 

The by EU officials 
yesterday came as new efforts 
were under way in Geneva to 
break the deadlock in the dis- 
pute that threatens to embroil 
Europe and the US in a full- 
scale trade wan The US gov- 
ernment has said it will impose 
100 per cent tariffs on a range 
of European imports if the EU 
does rat offer conces s io n s in its 
banana imp ort regime. 

British government figures 

released by the European Com- 
mission show that the proposed 
fortftg would hit the cashmere 
industry harder than any other 
UK sector; jeopardising exports 
worth £18m in 1997. 

“Up to 2,400 jobs in the UK 
are at risk,” said a Commission 
spokesman. “Factory closures 
and substantial job losses could 
mean the disappearance of the 
UK cashmere industry” - 

The Scottish Cashmere 
Association and Borders 
Knitwear Manufacturers 
Fbrum say. “Initial estimations 
indicate that in the region of a 
minimum of too jobs would be 
lost immediately costing up to 
£2 Ora worth of business. This 
could increase to 1,000 job loss- 
es thro ugh indirect business 
with the US and other clients." 


BY STEPHEN CASTLE 

in Brussels 


in a statement, the two 
groups said the tariff move 
would be “nothing short of cat- 
astrophic to the Borders 
knitwear industry” . 

UK cashmere production *s j 

concentrated in Scotland - par- m 
ticularty the Border region - * 

and West 'Yorkshire. Of the lg- 

of 17 items selected for tarife 
by the Americans, cashmere is 
the biggest-valne export The 
next largest industry affected is 

printed cards, which in 1997 ex- 
ported more than £ 18 m. 

The US argues that the EU 
import regime, offering pref- 
erential quotas to forme r 
European colonies, discrimi- 
nates against American-owned 

producers operating primarily 
in Latin America. 

Sir Leon Brittan, vice-pres- 
ident of the European Com- 
mission, says EU import 
regulations have been amend- 
ed to take into account objec- 
tions from the World Trade 
Organisation, adding that 
nrwter the frosting system 78 
per cent of EU banana imports ; 

come from Latin America. 

Trade officials were negoti- f 
nting last night to head off the 
US threat to implement the 
trade sanctions, which could 
come into force within 10 days. 

Leading article. 
Review page 3 


Electra 
soars 20% 
on £lbn 
bid by 3i 


In brief 


BY ANDREW VERITY 


SHARES IN Electra Investment 
Hust jumped 20 per cent yes- 
terday after the company con- 
firmed it had received an 
unsolicited takeover approach 
from 3i, which could create a 
&L4bn venture capital group. 

Electra shares added H9p to 
dose at 682.5p, valuing the 
compaity at £975.4m. 3i, the 
UK’s biggest venture capital 
compaity is reportedly offering 
700p- more than £lhn. 

Executives at Electra were 
yesterday locked in talks with 
3i, and a fuller announcement 
is expected this week. Shares 
in 3i gained I4p to dose at 631p. 

A deal would create one of 
the largest venture capital com- 
panies in Europe, where the 
industry is estimated to be 
worth £40bn a year 

A takeover of Electra would 
complement 3i’s strengths in 
the UK, where it specialises in 
management buyouts of small- 
er companies. 3i invested 
£44 Sm in 267 businesses in the 
first half of 1998. Electra has 
specialised in larger acquisi- 
tions and is expanding in Eu- 
rope, where venture capital is 
in demand to fund restructur- 
ings and privatisations. 

Sources say executives are 
concerned about the impact of 
a takeover on staff at Electra 
Fleming, the investment man- 
ager that runs the investment 
trust’s portfolio. Rind managers 
there are paid substantially 
more than at Si and some may 
leave if a takeover is agreed. 

Analysts said institutional 
shareholders would probably 


favour the deal. 


Dixons corporate 
shake-up 

DIXONS, the electrical . 

retailer; Is to create three M - 
retail groups - Currys, PC " 
World and Dixons - in a 
corporate shake-up - 
announced yesterday. 

Two new companies will 
also be formed: Dixons 
Group Retail Property to 
managp thfr mm pany 1 !; 
properties, and Freeserve, to 
house the group’s free . 

Internet offering, which 
Dixons’ chief executive, John 
Clare, will diair " ' - --- - 

Each of the three retail 
groups win be headed by a 
gmup mana ging ifinrinrl- 
reporting directly to Mr Clare. 


Pathe stake sold 


THE-FRENCH conglomerate 
Vivendi and its pay-TV unit 
Canal Hus have bought a 20 
per cent stake In Pathe from 
investor Vincent Bollore for 
443m euros (£310mJ, qu elling 
speculation of a takeover 
battle for France’s biggest 
film distributor and tearing 
Mr Bollore with a FtiBOOm 
profit on the sale. 

Canal Pius and Vivendi 
now own almost 25 percent 
of Pathe, just behind Pathe’s 
chief executive Jerome 
Seydoux and his family 


Packaging offer 

A SECOND US packaging 
group has declared an 
interest in bidding for 
Buckinghamshire-based 

Field Group, which 
specialises in drugs, 
cigarettes and drinks 
packaging and last week 
recommended a 320p-a- 
share bid from Chesapeake 
Corp that valued it at Jk 

£i94m. New York-based * 

Shorewood Corp yesterday 
sard it was considering 
making an offer. 


bear pit of the press office. Mr 
Curwen had in turn replaced 
Jill Rutter, a victim of early 
post-election tensions in the 
Treasury, and now herself 
working at BP 


hied a spell at the family firm 

but felt the need to strike out on 

ms own. Railtrack obviously 
think he was right to do so. 


Family property 


THE PROPOSED redevelop- 
ment of Waverley railway sta- 
tiofi, 3 23 acre-site slflp bang in 
the middle of Edinburgh, will 
probably not start until 2005 - 

but it has already thrown up an 

interesting family tale. 

Railtrack wants to raise the 
roof of the Victorian station - 
literally- and buifd a shopping 
complex above it 

I hear that Delancey Es- 
tates, the development com- 
pany backed by George Soros 
and run by James Ritblat is on 
the informal shortlist for the re- 
development. 

James is son of John Ritblat 
- whose own British Land tried 
and failed to get on the same 
shortlist for Waveriey. 

Another of John Ritblat s 
sons. Nick Ritblat. is on the 
Board at British Land. Jamie 


School-leaver 

the connection be- 

tween r x .. 


THE ^“mection be- 

ChS? nnan Lamont - the ex 
Cbancefloi; Alistair Darting, 

Cabinet ministeij- 
S?Hflf nCIark ’ theIe gendEuy 
a2 0 ?r C “ ,gdrivW? Ttem 
sdfoiSh Lorett0 Mus- 
near Edinburgh. 

J*" 1 * boy of the school 
HSBT *“* om^eer with 

last at the end of 

thJ^e schoo! intends to spend 

^tioas^nU nWOTmmU -; : 


Busing ***** and 



■rtfiSE ?• ‘j^-rner rfcV 



elastic®** 

of Agnfcy 

riiirfi r.c o ae 

& ;.’ 1 L . ateaMJ 

._o-’ !tr * - ' ■** .... iha 


■v-tf iir 


^ y L — 'riicsaudU* 


atf? f the tromi 


last 


?■ V- r'i~e now so dwj 

-J-TiriW looks w 

jcpflj*!- 1 ;*. . 

lev* 


. to this? O 

, yie Brfftan 

. ;: rrerfabkwiia 

bw* - v. ... - ; J;ir-sned to rise! 

reps’ s ius h*Hi 

rental pvhMytta 
- r-ver Canary $ 
l*Pt? 2 ftafdwnk 

. »rawt to toi 

iUlu. 



■**» 






tors to the 
pons ip !?vPSMrt«tal 
p France, which isespife 



uys 



'Or Er-ia;- ; 
halnsau c.i= 
k yes^rci; 
Snores 

4<JQe V.'?.rv>, 

uundisclv^ed 

Ware- 
la M by fro y 
1 cHainr^r. £ 
Lis buying the 

J^^hicnow 
**fccinca: s 
fed Slates 
• teal irc ; u 
^ofTand 
^ th 

•annual sales 

f^Dun fx 

i®*- name 

Wan d thar ti 


0r tSlXlOU 

on rr 



















yp jij (j 



Now Mirror needs to fill Blank space 


THERE WILL be rejoicing among 

many of his former editors, but are 

Mirror Group’s largest three or four 
shareholders, led from the front by 
a City practitioner of the old guard. 
Sir Victor Blank, doing the right thing 
in driving David Montgomery out of 
the chief executive's seat? 

That he will be going is not in 
doubt, even as, fighter to the end, he 
prepares to man the last of the bar- 
ricades. The only question seems to 
concern the degree of dignity with 
^•vhicfa be is allowed to depart About 
the best Mr Montgomery can now 
hope for is a stay of execution, to re- 
main in place for the six-month 
mandatory Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission investigation that the 
group must go through if it is to 
merge with either of the two mooted 
bidders. But as seasoned City ob- 
servers were saying Last night the 
recriminations are now so deep and 
bitter that compromise looks next to 
impossible. 

How did it come to this? On one 
level this is about the Belfast boy 
made good, the former tabloid news- 
paper editor determined to rise to the 
top and finally getting his hands on 
a quite substantial publicly quoted 
company. FYom his Canary Wharf 
eyrie, he runs it as a feifdam and he 
naturally doesn't want to let go. 



Outlook 

With his Ulster roots to the fore, he 
refuses to compromise the man- 
agement structure he has put in 
place. The sense of siege is height- 
ened by a persistently hostile press. 
To keep fractious investors off his 
back, be brings in a City toff with 
more than 30 years of deal-making 
behind him to act as chairman. 

Very quickly it becomes clear 
they don't get along. They are like 
chalk and cheese, the clubbable, 
smooth-talking Sir Victor, and the 
aloof, workaholic figure of Mr Mont- 
gomery. Finally matters are brought 
to a bead by the termination of 
merger talks with Trinity the regional 
newspaper group. Mr Montgomery 
admits that in part the breakdown 
was about who manages the com- 


bined group, but insists tiiat primarily 
It was j^ist that the offer wasn't good 
enough. 

Sir Victor; for whom there was to 
be a continued role - as chairman, 
no less - goes ballistic, and backed 
by Phillips & Drew, Mirror’s largest 
shareholder, accuses Mr Mont- 
gomery of putting his job before the 
interests of shareholder value. 

Confusingly, Mr Montgomery 
then manages to vindicate his stance 
by attracting a rival and higher offer, 
from Regional Independent Media. 
But stiff Sir Victor wants him out. 
Trinity won’t come back to the ne- 
gotiating table unless Mr Mont- 
gomery goes. Sir Victor says through 
his emissaries. Throughout an this, 
needless to say there has been only 
the most cursory of Stock Exchange 
announcements. Mirror's advisers 
and the Takeover Panel are tearing 
their hair out as the story gets spun 
and respun unattributably through 
the press. 

It is more than possMe to fault Mr 
Montgomery’s management style, 
though the City can hardly complain 
about his consistent record of earn- 
ings and dividend growth. And un- 
doubtedly be has made many 
enemies over the years. But unless 
Sir Victor knows something the rest 
of us don’t, it is bard to see what Mr 


Montgomery has done wrong in 
this instance. 

Sir Victor obviously thinks that 
Monty would get in the way of just 
about any deal, however good, that 
the RIM offer is just a ruse, and that 
Mr Montgomery is determined to de- 
fend his position and empire to the 
last regardless of the cost to share- 
holders. 

Well maybe, maybe not but just 
how for are managements supposed 
to go in facilitating a bid? It is sure- 
ty not realistic to expect executives 
to set light to themselves in order to 
allow someone else to step into 
their shoes. Furthermore, it is cus- 
tomary to pay a premium for man- 
agement control. This, Trinity has so 
for shown very little inclination of 
doing. As for Sir Victor; his position 
is plainly riddled with at least as 
much conflict of interest as that of 
Mr Montgomery, and it might per- 
haps be appropriate if he too were 
made to throw himself on the pyre 
- all in the interests of shareholder 
value, you understand. 

Lucas Varity 

IT SEEMS to have become quite the 
tiring for companies to make highly 
conditional takeover bids. Thus we 


have Trinity’s supposed promise to 
come back and talk turkey with 
Mirror Group if Monty is made to go . 
Not tbat Trinity has said this publkfy 
So for we only have the Sunday 
press's word for it And yesterday we 
had a similar ploy from Federal 
Mogul concerning the other Victor 
- Victor Rice of Lucas Verity. 

Dick Snell, chairman of Federal 
Mogul, says he's prepared to bid 280p 
a share, but only if Lucas Varity 
agrees and allows him in to do a fuff 
due diligence. It goes without saying 
that this bid is framed as a takeover, 
which would presumably involve 
Victor Rice and the rest of his board 
making a rapid exit Mr Rice may 
have had to straggle with his aim of 
returning to the US, but even he had 

fittfe rirffi fiitty ip parting this pntir riy 
frivolous proposaL 

Nor did his chairman, Ed Whllis, 
turn round and accuse him of stand- 
ing in the way of shareholder value 
by so doing. 

Obviously it is in no one’s inter- 
ests to waste huge amounts of 
money fighting ultimately pointless 
City takeover battles, and it is cer- 
tainly true that quite often man- 
agements are reluctant to agree 
proposals which might benefit their 
shareholders. But the system is 
biased enough against vulnerable 


executive teams, without allowing 
bidders to make these virtual offers. 
The Takeover Panel should force 
Ffederal Mogul to put up and let the 
arguments be put, or shut up. 

Monsoon 

MONSOON looked over-priced 
when it limped on to the stock mar- 
ket last year, and so it has proved. 
Shares in the women's fashion re- 
tailer have now lost three-quarters 
of their value since the float last 
February. 

This company’s many critics 
were plainly right to advise in- 
vestors not to touch Monsoon with 
a barge-pole. The racy multiple at- 
tached to the shares suited no one, 
apart from Peter Simon, the group's 
Armani-clad founder; who netted a 
very handy £85m from the float 

This was a company which bad 
pulled a float plan before because 
of concerns about its ownership 
structure. Margins were already so 
high as to leave no room for im- 
provement and the store opening 
programme looked over-ambitious. 

The institutional investors who 
bought the sales pitch of Mon- 
soon's advisers BT Alex. Brown, or 
Nat West Securities, as it then was. 


must be feeling very sore indeed. 
In the last year Monsoon has done 
nothing but disappoint. Its shares 
only ever rose above the issue 
price by a few pennies, giving 
shareholders no chance to book a 
profit Monsoon's 13 year record of 
unbroken profits growth has gone 
already and the performance of the 
business is getting worse, not 
better. 

Monsoon has compounded a 
generally ugly high street scene 
with its own mistakes. The result 
is that Monsoon’s much vaunted 
ma rgins have taken a pasting. The 
store opening programme contin- 
ues, even though it is obvious that 
management has been distracted 
by over-expansion. The nuts and 
bolts of retailing, such as product 
quality and store presentation, 
seem to have been neglected 

Mr Simon thinks the market 
has been too hard on him, and 
bought back more stock last 
September, taking the total holding 
by directors to the maximum 75 per 
cent allowed It would plainly make 
sense for him to buy the rest at 
these prices, but he'd be chased out 
of town if he even dared to attempt 
it What is dear is that he should 
never have taken this company 
public. 
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Brokers to toe French government yesterday completed a warm-up round of pre- 
sentations to investors ahead of the £44 Om sale of 20 per cent of Its shareholding 
in Air France, which is expected to start in earnest on Wednesday. 

Carphone Warehouse 
buys Tandy stores 


• OF Britain’s bestrknown 
; ..,.etecfricfll retafl chains changed 
• hands yesterday when the 
. Tandy stores were sold to the 
.'"'- Carphone Warehouse group 
- for an undisclosed sum. 

Carphone Warehouse, which 
. is chaired by the former Guin- 
,. ’ ness chairman Ernest Saun- 
ders, is buying the stores from 
InterTan, which owns the Radio 
. Shack electrical stores in the 
United States. 

ti-i The deal includes all 270 
SCjng 01 p branches of Tandy in the UK 
. and will give the enlarged 
group a total chain of 450 stores 

- with annual sales of 350. 

Charles Dunstone, founder 
of Carphone Warehouse, said 
the Tandy name will be re- 
tained and that there are no 


By Nigel cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

plans for stores closure or job 
losses. 

It win shift the product mix, 
however, to focus more on 
mobile phones while products 
such as karaoke machines may 
be discontinued. 

Mr Dunstone said much of 
Tandy’s recent growth had 
come from mobile phones 
which in the last quarter ac- 
counted for 35 per cent of its 
sales. 

Tandy recorded a loss of 
BLlm in the year to June 1998 
on sales of £i03m. Howevei; the 
group is expected to break 
even in the current yean Its 
same-store sales over Christ- 


Portsmouth jumps 
10% on rival offers 




SHARES IN Portsmouth & Sun- 
deriand jumped 10 per cent 

• yesterday after the group said 
it had received alternative 
offers since Friday's hostile bid 

for 25 per cent of the company 
from its rival Johnston Press. 
t>r The share price jumped from 

£15 to £16.50, valuing the com- 
■ pany at £L79.6m, against £129Dm 
<. on Thursday, the day before 
Johnston announc ed its offer 

Johnston, which has already 
.-.'bought 14-99 per cent of the 
•: group, is offering £16 a share to 
take its stake up to 24.99 per 
cent On Friday it requested 
DTI consent to allow it to raise 
its stake beyond this. 

Charles Brims, chief execu- 
tive of Portsmouth, yesterday 
held the door open to & high er 
' V bid from a rival group or ven- 

• % would be considered. 

“We are not being a dog in the 
manger about this. If someone 


■ omesiip wimamgpa iiuw wo 
wffl look at it But ifwe are going 
to sell, itwifl be atamuch higher 

price than £16 a share." 

Mr Brims decfined to discuss 

details of negotiations. Likely 
Adders indude Newsquest the 


BY ANDREW VERITY 

rival news company and Trinity 
the media group which recently 
made an unsuccessful offer for 
the Mirror Group. 

Three of Portsmouth’s 
biggest shareholders yester- 
d^ took the opportunity to take 
profits. Shares in the group 
have sharply underperformed 
the FT Ail-Share index for most 
of the last five years. 

Phillips & Drew sold more 
than half of its stake and hung 
on to 5.2 per cent while Aber- 
forth reduced its bolding from 
5.4 to 2J3 per cent Mercury 
Asset Management also sold 
more than half its stake, leav- 
ing it with 2JJ per cent 

The outcome of the battle 
now lies in the hands of two Sam- 
ilies, <he Storeys and the Cators, 
who, together with associates 
and directors, own 40 per cent 
of the group. Portsmouth claims 
to have their support 

Anthony De Larrmaga, a 
media anatyst at WestLB Pan- 
mure, described Johnston as 
“Kke a dog to Portsmouth's 
lamp-post It is marking out its 
territory.’' 


mas were 17 per cent up on last 
yean 

Carphone Warehouse was 
founded 10 years ago and now 
has a chain of 180 UK stores 
plus another 139 in continental 
Europe. It recorded sales of 
£150m last year. 

Commenting on the deal, 
Mr Dunstone said: “Thntfy is a 
good business with an excellent 
infrastructure and a great deal 
of untapped potential Following 
a rationalisation programme, 
the stores have been gaming 
market share for the last 16 
months and have just enjoyed 
a very successful Christmas.” 

The 1,500 staff employed by 
Walsall-based Tandy will be 
retained, Carphone Warehouse 
said 


Bonanza 
in hi-tech 
mergers 


THE VALUE of mergers and ac- 
quisitions in the global com- 
pute; telecommunications and 
media sectors almost doubled 
in 1998 as consolidation among 
the world's hi-tech industries 
gathered pace, according to a 
report published today, writes 
Peter Thai Larsen. 

Broadview, the M&A con- 
sultancy specialisi n g in tech- 
nology, calculates that the total 
value of hi-tech deals reached 
$500bnlastyear-up87percent 
from 1997, when it was ¥262hn. 




telecom giants - including the 
merger of former Baby Bells 
SBC and Ameritech, as well as 
Bell Atlantic and GTE - 
accounted far almost half of tbe 
value of hi-tech M&A deals 
around the world 

The report also showsa grow- 
ing interest in technology in 
Europe, with the number of hi- 
tech flotations on this side of the 
Allantferigng above the number 
in the US. During 1998, 155 tech- 
nology axnpaniesfloated cm Eu- 
ropean exchanges, compared 
with 147 in the US. 
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Network Solutions. 

Hewlett-Packard has all the network solutions you need 
for Future expansion. In fact, no one offers 
a wider, more Flexible range of IT solutions. So keep your 
business moving in the right direction with HP. 



To buy now, or for more information CALL 

Extn 
41 

VISIT: www.buy. hp.co.uk/januarysale Contact your HP Connect Reseller 


0990474747 



H. a 


H? Vecra Vt Demo? c.ve p-tcd. 

m .-.'r.-U? - -•> s.- - Zi il.'.trj 

performance with HP';, legendary quality. 

• inteh- Pentium.:- I! Pro c 55.5 or 35 DMHx * 32MB 
Memory - :..2SS- Ultra A7A Hard Disk • Macro*. 
MGA G tOO Graphic; Card • AMS Video RAM 

• Hr TodTooIs * Windows 95 - ^"monitor !P2«&0 


£729 


Inc.Vat From 

£857 pet*-. 


Svppor; Pack 3 years nstt business day : £125 
•. HI'A'iC-A" 


'HP year .i’, -us v Avvii'abl-.' Support Pack H270ZA 

3 years, •.a hu^inuss day - for S2S3 



l: HP Nctserver E50 pso;oa 
l.i * Ir.tetS Pentium * i; Processor 
| 333MH.- " 4.2G8 Hard Disk 
ji • cAMB • integrated single 
i i. : h A. 1 ^- : ' CL channel PCI Ultra/Vide SCSI 
' controller HP Nctserver 

• iO' iOOTX PCI LAN adapter 
’iil'LLI'eS-L W4 ' HP Top Tools For servers i.l 
iilSSc' ; “ah i: -g't:n<mt software 

From Ex. Vat Inc.Vat From 

£1048 £12 32 . 

'Support Pack ' 3 year 3(55 day ! £705 ; 

4 hour resocr.se H5512A 

• 1 1_ : 

Upgrade to the Hewlett-Packard internet/e-maiL 
small business bundle, only £2125 extra. 

Bundle contains: 

■ Microsoft S3S iS client pack! 

- !SF' corTn action iindude-; ’ year rupcort! 

- SBS Compatible ISDN card'” 



HP LaserJet 4000 Cer,;* 

• Post mono printer with duplex, for small to 
medium workgroups * Up to lappm'* 55,000 
pages per month * Up to Four paper tray; 
inTiixirt’.L'tri capacity: 1100 oaeus) 

From Ex. Vat Inc.Vat From 

£850 £999 - : 
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TO FIT ANY SIZE 



I CALL NOW FOR . 

FREE] 


38 i<32 
. 151* 
S3 3546 
226 1*81 
SB J94F 
75 19® 
49 1276 
_ 7E28 
72 2833 
165 10»i 
6 * 

57 


171 1705 


80 15 0.81*16 
15 108 107 4530 


S3 tauge 


66 1777 
71 6*08 
41) 


3(00 

55 

TOO 

605 

1235 

iro 


"B 


I5i «:j 
ij* 

107 ir6 
16' X13 
3*3 13*0 
*32 1360 
. C65 
63 T85 
105 *150 
88 l’» 




;29 


192 


‘5 AJDatfnlWl 
"7 ii Ar«ifcv6c 
9 B»t« 

10*5 BBS Stc 
::t 'I Bttw 
j*3 1SE BrAVb 
.‘SI 311 Blfi 
' 7-32 6B8 BunueCaro* 


on 4 9 1*6 2354 
G0 

00 55 
QP 8* 

00 55 
.10 *< 

3140 1125 5* 

W5 00 *0 
X 5 >-25 10 ?• 

1175 00 *2 
875 00 58 
6200 22C 57 
810 Qj] 75 
15 55 
0 0 ‘.7 
00 *5 
00 71 
00 2* 

lj 69 123 UK 
30 4 0 105 V*7 
29CS.00 ?J 210 
80 0 0 0 8 5 7 9 2707 

3500 i 6Q *5 115 3288 I" 5 
12 
M9 

•20 105 133 3956 |57D 
■15 3 8 9 6 5183 7*3 

00 13B 4 2 3023 1 115 

20 208080 lift j «8 
.10 3 3 110 1119 502 


10 Carto 
B Caroo 
1® iteangs 
266 Qorte 
94 Ownraiq 
175 ttnua 
48 CWe Bowen 


OO 10B 300 
00 11 J 55 S<3 


12*8 565 Cotton 


97 Carton 
186 Onnei Hur» 
14 tWaiMBS 

101 beam 
x inw 
16 Fkrpi 

« fire (teai 

102 FM 


120 
1135 
IB5 DO *3 
1*75 -80 91 
V0 -65 40 
135 90 1C * 
00 53 
00 27 
ae ?« 

00 <5 
00 17 
1155 -10 4 3 
107 5 0 0 5 2 


TOO 

7*50 

!23i 

JKS 

185 


ta« or tfrizwd 
TO X Au toiroroY 
162 109 BeifeXl iRts 
a 34 ftasrosA Gr 
1297 78^ ca 

TO Oaks War 
115 (XMUEaFnd 
TO Caiuct 
430 Dan&Gae 
9Y 


tt 6 emmumirt BiTfl ao if 

729 SHE »U U 14 


99 1822 
11 J 62B1 
18*3 

<? 

119 

19* jhs ; 

7 7 1299 I 
117 1*26 
15* I 
11* I2CT7 
XT TOO 


139 Ham 
203 Mecrtim 
152 JartUowirxJ 
113 Kk< 

78 InonFncmfl 
TO uwr 
KH ttasiertks 
59 HewUrcQrtf 
68 (tttaoi 
•K HqKUnA 
'10 SflWCOi 
■44 WBWlJBinUiiaerwTOO 
13 Wen 1320 


935 
«5 
IE? 5 
M0 3 
52 
1(0 0 
?rs 


ii* ur'" 6 K 5(1 

.’J , *° 7 1337 1*3 fttad 

104 'in 
257 
1 145 
8* 

72 
632 
'652 


100 *710 
70 5*28 
- MM 


665 
6< C 
110 

otto 

10*5 

TOO 

3195 


•25 57 
45 *5 


39 1757 ism 
)95 1755 'J67 


75SO 2*0 35 1Z5 1128 


:o* 

1*9 

tomnoWI 

360 

JO 13 

1*1 

1143 

*;? 

150 

Cnt* 

1300 

00 5* 

9! 

1 1167 

:?S 

ffl 

EbrtiQ 

as 

■*i 29 



;gy 

166 

Efi*3 End 

1795 : 

i-20 7 5 

73 

1133 


5* 

EacprCrt 

590 

P0 55 

102 

1 1917 

95 

38 

*Waxil Id 

3501 

il)0 *4 

T8I 

6426 

1Z70 

*13 

m 

5000 

50 U 


1112 

1?* 

S3 

Men Ga 

ras 

00 0; 

126 

na 

391 

31 

Uwnp 

<*5 

-175 5? 

11 1 

1297 

153 

lj* 

Uras 

1350 1 

-0.0 5.6 

id : 

431 

T 

a 

Mwsan 

375 

60 80 

36 

i* 

ii 

i-texea 

175 1 

,00 100 

45 


25 

216 

«0 

:*o 

*19 

:i£ 

s 


TO Tens* 

03 Scaja 
115 tof 
**o nrtroiHiK 
iM ’■tftsfe 
709 nuCan 
") iwteros 


1315 00 81 
X5.D0 84 
ISCiiCO 37 
*450 00 27 
0.0 10.0 
15 54 
1)0 106 


as 

7 3 7501 :X0 


i:o9 

:«5 

615 


10 7 26:6 
1*9 

71 «8i 
1*0 IMS 
S9 2310 
i: 


ICfr 


75 *lmri F;l3 
® AtKWKI 
TO So, OetScft 
up saan&Kswv 

I AS5&91J 
" SiviKJiD 
i 6tan4rJ»ia 
If fooodSB 
30* Bourn* 

8 BtCstC 
X AiFdap 

®3 as. 

275 Crtjns 
I/O CwBCM 
21 Cofc 'CD 
101 OxysfljnM 
75 Oasa o 
iQ feroe«B« 
3 OomartH 
•• CtamSp 
TO Cw£3M 
93 DaW’JOcr 
300 [ fc uuun i a 
7’ satSSci: 
37 bi«nMaci 
1*3 E/stHJjn 
ft? Finis: Op 
52 SrrsMixx 
SO G a*™? 


815 

1605 


00 Ifli 
00 57 


22S5I00 16 
l*:s 35 1*1 
1J .00 
520 00 71 
175 . 00 . 
305 i 00 *5 
MOO 00 t5 
75.00 - 
51 S 00 70 
TOO 35 87 
315 Q 150 56 
135 -ID J< 
205 i 00 14 9 
1560 09 7 1 
25 0 0 0 X0 
1100 >00 *0 
11*5.00 35 
1760 25 17 
TOS 00 1*3 
11*0 -ID 88 
T*5l! 150 J* 
■"*0 CO 55 
GO 110 
■ tC 128 
00 7} 
00 53 
00 *8 


73 65C 
8J ISO 
161 TQM 
U 

121 16C3 
58 16® 


125 

ra i6M 
102 
BB 

. ITS! 

38 

65 

33 387? 

95 

75 


*4 mantra 
« mibtt 
97 mtna 
48 HanoSOO 
3i Hj&soa 
ira u 

26* Mi&eM 
3*5 LtenevGO 
16 LMrofTl 
179 Uan0racr 
2*8 Uteta 

121 uqgo 

83 Data 
X UOhn 
15* Ua^sCmc 
*5 Fhmuircn 
TO fteustic 
TO Oaoow 
IX Rekh 
25 Wt«WW 
179 BeSe-Bofn 
267 Aetdi 
47 flaw/ 

99 sew Eos 
163 Swam** 
181 168 State 
1028 588 Mteta 
70S 408 SsncSMt 
ifli Satan Gip 
205 SMngni 
300 TICip 
66 tow* 

28 karate 
166 TTGrajr 
302 UtoSeoania 
*0 ununifi 

IX Victor! Gro 
468 VAee 
560 VEcoerThp 
TO Ttufj) 

162 AtiGp 
78 tartan 

X VttaaQp 
730 WteMRan 


1697 
215 
115 
TO 

:»t 

% 

'<■« | a 

M3 03 10 194 2134 ,o 
7Z5 -50 52 7J 131 | ,vj' 

5375 .05 58 113 IMS l«t 

560 00 83 23 3 '725 ( 3^3 AfiflPCe 
1*00 05 1U 62 1231 S2S ftniojec 
50 5M 495 
56 2252 l^o 


448 II 

118 i'SfWtC; 
9* ASee>*ttttSiin 
9T (sentir^. 

156 JOffim 
26 *tt** WP 
S ttKFri^eCO 
56 iasH<r-rz 
62 AMnSOxr 
*4 ASUScsd 


18 B »4 
101 3887 
26 6 6*72 

6i 12a 

79 1230: IM 
II 7 4949 ; 326 


525 00 75 
1210 10 86 
129 5 >-20 29 
5ZS.-05 6* 

*95 .-05 100 
1*0 05 73 
3630 * 55 50 
29E5 00 34 
163 00 75 
1755 25 74 
3575 0C 73 
13*5 4)5 *5 
*6 OD 6* 

1010 DO 105 
1635 -20 173 
1235 . 95 
1295 * CO 8* 

1635 >10 06 
1500 *-35 60 
375 15 152 
2370 -AS 12 150 6441 
3S25 00 35 213 1403 
*55 0 
385 0 
27 T 5 0 


340 w jajp- 
lli Sjrtoiwr 
u* BRtteSS 
» ?m Ci-:.t7av: 
37 9rt Aar 25> 
IK fcJAen in 
67 errfcsSSG 
2*4 icmr 


48 7*37 j 1003 77) Cottrei 


17 2550,5*8 
10 4 112* '*3 
«) 2576 1 7=1 
11£ 1339 i’* 

. 2 iio m 

50 S?x , 6» 
. 17*1 jW 
,*6 «I9 I* 5 
183 Sl€E 
58 IS8 
33 


rtoSr&rr'TS; *65i 
ur ftasteKSS 117*. 

20* 0,ttlrr±ri 
141 E7.K1S HiVF; 

755 Jsroaj 
<t J OfOrTrCe 
47 > *,1 

1:1 0rssrw5iSsa& 7^5 ic 







•if .'Ilf- <FV ' J 


Traditional British Treuitr 
Spaelallst for Ovwr 25 Tears 

Your Personal Tailor 


HIGH RISE, BUTTON FLY. 
TURN-UPS. PLEATS rote — 
Ytour size & fit proWem* ore 


pcmMnenrtjr sotted in the comfort of 
your own home when uslnf our unique 
mode to meosun mooring system 

EXCLUSIVE RANGE OF OVER 
100 QUALITY BRITISH CLOTHS 


BROOK MARTINE 

COMPANY LTD. < Dspt DTTfWBI 
FREEPOST. 94 Few Oar. street. Cradley He**ti.W.MkUands BA4 SBR 
Faac OI384 569 049. Factory Shop* Martin 9 om ra 5 pm So! 9.00am to I pm 
Email; admjn@brookmardne.co.uk Internet httpJnnww.broolcmaiTme.gxuk 


iS AfcaSas 

14 HOD 

97 Aa$>Stera> 
Q 8r3crrtn 

1 Bob Res 
61 C*aE£® 

5 Caaftt 

17 OesnPttitoi 

15 Ozpia 

3 Efrertctra^r 
217 Sa i i na 
IE ftxm 

2 ferret 

6 JO Ifli 
76 WSS» 

a u?-« 

li Arerjsi: 

2 G 

x Sc= = 

*l TJrsCJ 


OTHER FINANCIAL 


5* Aisrestls 
217 Isnini 

:*J ftltsinr 
1:2 -.Vl'Scr^t 
in z*sns 
**i Gattss 
7ft* 7-?«:7-r, 

*C- Slll-S 

1ST -:L5r 
e5 svjir^ec 



1720 x-2.0 - 

1140 10 86 
330 00 29.4 
1985 1-60 92 
140 820 - 

750 -15 125 
1050 00 5« 

1635 00 70 
675 00 71 
1350 (-65 37 
810 00 80 
8300 1-2801* 170 IBB 
2950 0 0 32 153 6572 
2235 >-40 123 
2035 -25 M 
1445 00 28 
2425 00 21 
1995 00 90 
3S)0X-aD 35 


71 397 
86 6999 
19 1026 
119 
. 1081 
4.4 1390 

n «n 

107 16K 
21 1107 
89 8238 

70 iro 


86 2920 
85 1853 
155 7390 
01 7944 
91 6514 
14.1 


210 1.7 143 1 
0J 03 066 35B 


43 1213 
_ 4JM 
109 ZTO 
19 
78 6961 


115 Hrt ntf w a jW 1150 -05 1 1 
49 itedfiaser 

IS) 4JSSEETB 

*18 


£3 348 ;a 

** ;w 

244 1141 iEa 
z.1 70S ',50 
IS 

737 aeijj. 

0£ 45 22 1573 M, 
:: 1J5 4C3 1 !,- 


K IcvtTz 
ii LTm 7; 
ft? rraca 
2Z srmSaa 

■S; 

ii5 Lrcrfci: 
9? Lr.ioii. 


Iijift as KMSrea 


Wncro IM Wl Csrt liro I— Bsc* 


PitaOsWWE Ml 


INVESTMENT TRUSTS 1-017% 


7? 4DJn5rtw 
147 U Cunt Enron 
97 UCdneitei 
ri« iii.ujiw r kryz 
Si UfimePcHc 
12 W Cstr £*» U 
IS Drrttanc 
ll* (ttarFugAi 
6;i5 i??7 9ft3 unrytor*. 
19*4 l-j 

- !•' 

4i4 ' 1 533 
rote “ 


*1 M«r,' BWlftg 
ft5 usn*gi. 

6*? «srt 
*1 3&Gto 
1*8 r*GH tro.Y- 
S) iSrtuAnto 
21 UrrrftrqEsT 
52 tiny ftrwpte 
382 fir; ftps* 

?r I'rr; KJraal 
au tor, y>t 454S 
50 Kir/ Struts n £:( ;a 
lift IttfatslSraCn irft -10 32 
ia IciASSraCo 


V caiftdiaiGA 
ft Fantrajas 
15 AMiKlronaji 
225 iWnatiilrs 
e* XitCm 
il ^heaGwln 
M2 fWIASnCj 
19 Furtthecnw 
?;■) firTCaPtx 
K ScaOAaaPae 



i mum & HOTELS 


283 Nrem 
30 (BedLes 
10 AreraLatt 
<n lasni 
2» BooMvtateu 


J650 65 23 152 5757 
250 «00 43 64 $956 

l$8 Z? 

5925 00 16 
5*5 0 10 3 r 


U4 BranCHaUiLa»1S65 
14 fatal® 

27 EoJWt 
*8 capnCop. 

56 Qutme 
107 B4C 
1 71 faracam 
79 turetaev 
71 bmleaoi 
s fimotwro 
to fireusn 

* fiterttm: 

■art (ro 

7) aotenCra 

14 rt-Vc 
148 trotnePlM 
168 HnaWrlSp 
96 JWCHMfc 
» J<IVr-*« 

15 Kind 
1S3 Utfenta 

17 lot. Sawn) 

115 LflWnQlKC 


279 
too 2366 
138 IM8 
Ml 
. 2795 
62 5829 
76 6301 
113 


82 6032 
. 5261 


00 30 
170 1 00 
375 *00 83 

600 ao a: 

68 0 0 0 . 

1070 .-1 0 . 

2190 25 66 
79 5 . 00 . 

7TJ 00 62 
1195 05 n 
TO5 -*0 SO 
1010 00 74 
101 40 .910 2.1 IM 12S6 
1000 260 49 56 

215 ( 00 78 
2515 -Ii 22 
1*65 .00 41 
1005.00 5 7 
48J0.PD I? 

153 OO 76 
2160 i-M II 
175 00 _ 

165 5 5 52 


9? 1)68 
. 7MQ 
36 1582 


130 LtetauU h®B 1575 0D J 1 


40 

JT4 

’4 4 6900 
i< 

158 4*45 
. 7031 
181 19*2 
875 6151 
122 733 
107 


12* WailJId 
25“ Uficcem 


235 

«40 


00 10 573 60 JO 
00 26 (5 6 482* 


B0 3HBmp®*n* «S 05 55 


*805 )4I3 


103 Swear Wl 
80 Sam. 
ftl (rtterLw 
368 smm 
0 saw 
UB Itetoifc 
IK ta cat Irate 
51 loimnfcni 

» ran 
265 tato? 


60 
« S77 


125 00 93 
11)60 15 33 1*3 14*0 
3020 .-IS 20 204 3526 
5950 00 ID 975 
03.00 . 

1055 -60 90 U 1315 
1515 -28 06 1»99 

720 00 1.0 .. MB 

130 -125 25 2* I 6213 
374 5 0 0 1 3 315 212 


373 TEtoSiF 
ift3 TO IS- 
253 TO F»ayn 
« jo rtetfrciir 
65 *2 Ptfflttrar a 

«)? 395 Puma 
1058 62ft Km fad 
648 368 rtt&mBro* 

65 C Fteatt 
JX> 2& SSU 
17*5 78* saWKIIY 

aso 8*8 sctatenM iob&i iu u 

7B 5« Scan Ow 5*75 00 55 

186 80 SBKP&Frej 

*1 19 IhoiPLC 

Gm 


ICS liarre 
» laetya 
yjesp* 

331 tartiSp 

s in 

109 ItesSas 
4S ll enrol 

117 tnutxGro 

352 (tad 
3S Boron 
H5 0353 Sas 
153 (tea's 
£3 nOKBrt 

5* tafip 

147 Seas 
199 SeBidoB 
2* SfBCa 

415 ton WH 

’! -« ?! 2“ SdWllft 

.515. --5 40 21 < 3570 12^ iqs Stntasr 

3ES -35 50 93 7696 [gj 3, ^ 


522 as-s.'rrtSr s-a* O 2* 39 


: 2i; 


0: V) TCSSOlr-; 

«i ll li 110 :1*2 13-, 

:^->22 _ 31 C 


- - * - - _ *'6 <3 

£::: ** wrar » 

*32 -13 £.5 USEOSle. 
K3 -ft i ft* 20 722 ly 
TO2 -ii 9C - 33W : 


163 443 
83 5410 
109 ZTX 
6 9 4588 
1S< 5691 


1556 1 GO 66 
TOC 00 13 
335 05 1IJ 
*55 00 9* 

1*200 100 27 
9070 -Tie 28 2 1 1334 
5525 00 30 72i 1890 
410 00 52 156 3536 
2380 -10 >05 S£ 2979 
BMJ -165 U 1U 2917 
167 1415 
100 4575 
76 2199 


1010 00 60 
ao * 00 . 

90 0 0 0 0 7 


C9 


PAP HR & PRINTING 1.222 


675 

6<5 

TO 

25S 

«9 

194 

314 

927 

349 

169 

tc 

254 

M3 

275 

105 

390 

ISO 

* 


4B AdatPtatl 
*!# 4BGta 
69 Ataed Hokroa 
93 AiroMIORSAp 
238 amm 
130 fegM 
107 tom? tel 
253 HFoMm 
197 Bun3 
)» MM 
M CreaA 
IV Cnwc 'ii 
132 DnLaRut 
194 [rapnrn PS 
25 FnsniOn 
l<3 FkTObaro 
57 Frfru 
* Hunts* 


5350.00 20 
4130 4 00 40 


1615 
1005 
TWO 
1356 
1553. 

3265 
:pp 
645 
»P 
IBIS 
■TO 5 
2l2i 
410(00 . 

JJ7 5 Cl 1) )3 
65 5 0 0 99 
4»> BB 17* 


-10 _ 
25 82 
10 77 
0 0 2.7 
00 72 
DO 79 
00 30 

00 b: 
00 74 
10 39 

20 44 
00 50 


70 3527 
I >2 1607 
7(9 

55 1289 
70 1186 
90 1S35 
95 5286 
7 9 2905 
1)8 1137 
67 3*43 
73 6752 
69 1946 
7.1 H73 
100 6*99 
4T0 IZ11 
111 3396 
54 

15 303 


92 TWO** 

19 TeRaa 
28 IM 
166 Mctos 
208 WffrttBki 


770 

55x00 . 

775 00 16.1 
3185 -Z0 
3000 50 15 
1045 -15 
1610 00 64 
7365 iU U 17.112V 
1320 -15 10.4 S3 IBM 
3941 

920 80 75 90 11® 
2625 -10 35 103 72B 
5900 -U U 104 5108 
157 5 1 25 _ _ 1X1 

360 00 183 1190 

110 00 102 - 
3373 43 80 1101! 
330 > 00 14.1 4 8 8050 
1335 OO 57 
465 -90 11 £ 

1315 -35 (7 
5920 -*5 39 
*15 35 170 
ifi£5 00 18 
285 00 a* 

815 -10 183 
545 r-05 117 
3565 05 89 
2185 DO 09 
385/00 _ 

5745 >-75 34 30 1435 
22»0 1Z5 1 1 -.7430 

1Z1S S-10 9.4 5 7 1447 

400 >00 119 1330 3016 
1150 00 M 260 3434 
200 * 00 . 3 2 6093 

410 00103 13 3328 

2165 05 13 1*2 5795 
3460 05 20 210 7754 


60 7615 
59 


162 1254 
92 1257 
(17 1658 


34 5221 
5 6 4425 
78 1051 

^ mo 

19 1389 


56 CfertmK 
137 6*4*0? 

159 fltftb 
175 D tanifUS 
44 ElM 
235 FinCnup 
55 teteJ 
40 fiwii nra 
510 ahAlMl 
229 Ggadtnnc 
123 M Hn 
«9 rate 
405 umyDads 
097 mewroa 
91 IR 
453 Ocean Grp 
62 OCMtGroB 
0 OwMns 
IBS « PI* 

624 360 ftraVDoR 

1789 848 Mtact 
5» 274 RpnarKIdp 

75 SOnamKl 
1 02 
16 a 

298 1M1 B 
305 iOaaeto 
193 trtroaiDto 
8 UH Cenex 


9T4489 

_nw 

227 

43 2tS 


705 00 71 ’80 TO4 
1325 -25 3* 400 BE 
1955- 00 2-4 175 4409 
1750 00 51' 

740 DO - 

40151-65 2J 
650 -15 65 
5020 -55 42 14.1 '5337 
7575 -125 15 K4 1689 
3360 1-365 4-4 113 2214 
1330 x45 43 66 3852 

485 -05 59 *11 2368 
4640 -10 40 169 an 
11050 *0 10 325 6835 
127.0 (-30 39 (14 4776 
7375 -50 23 285 «6 
640 00 -053 

785 OS 70 4.1 DQ 

(BJ»U M TJJW4J 
4375 -100 71 113 1370 
K4U1U IJ BJ 4571 

3950 io0 -as am 

775 X-10 80 232 1411 
2169 -15 11 77 » Wl 
EU 1U U VIM 
3325 00 71 61 3706 
SCO 215 - 6775 1535 

2125 flO 60 7.7 14(4 
320x00 - 


5G 1153 


1004 506 
55 48 AngtroB 

15GB 1358 MM«Ue 
503 450 DteWerTW 
335 273 En5an9 

■oo 7*7 Hrfle 
775 840 IHIMM0B 
?170 80S Pannap 
1198 CM fmnIM 
4025 3290 SDuaSA 
1230 82* ItaM 
Si 74 items a 
an 7« MWta 
272 WANtarta 
437 Itncoro 


7660 -50 63 
520 DO 
14825x80 47 
4800 00 53 
2830 00 55 
8115 -OS TO 
6500 *00 03 
10985 x-110 43 
WlU 14 010 4015 
3*p5 00 19 U2 5727 
10TU 40 44 360 4811 
755 00 _ 3960 

nu x«5 unucw 
4400 ao 40 120 5728 
5120 -15 49 440 4BM 



200 IrtGlwteMdsVKU 00 U 124 
in Met* ns HO 1000 50 33 163 
X Atenrt&BoM 7B5i-43 16 212 
94 MIG0 Capoten 950 0 0 93 24 
35 Ana 5M Ban 27B5 00 52 87 
65 Uttmn 860 -10 
a AQrMlMPl£ 775 00 - 

237 AsxGeM 3625 -25 04 417 
7 ftuncCartrtte 85 00 
*5 BmcroWcn i?U BO 1B75 
12G BBIU Ate Coon 1925 -30 02 
09 BCDMxaTOvts 685 00 
135 SOT 1550 -25 

72. BudHSalMi 9*0 00 
106 CA Cart 1250' B0 27 
35 bn) Dev 405 25 00 2M 
175 Cita 3150 M *. 05 

73 Qta*Cln(IV) 950 x 00 « 140 
44 DntenAUta 440 -10 _ L 
V CUWttap 780. -40 585 

14 Date ?15 -10 _ _ 


li 


tl 3 
V 


89 OteUHoltegs 
9 Qrteufopttfc 
ISB CmnenG 


760 

95 


SUPPORT SERVICES 0.706 


1*93 SB Ate** 
tax MS KM Mai 
122 31 WaAkgns 

38 AteBGp 
400 AUBHS 
74 SC Ha 
415 BF> 

263 BIG 
175 BaMSitos 
312 CtaGp 
58 CeterGro 
298 8H CMG 
«9 2(5 Carott 

358 Cmaam 
•35 CajamSa 
270 tore Set 


119 BJ 0 an 03 071 5 « 

6CJ t-m 19 37J 

390 -05 171 a7 1159 

418 0£ ar . . 1335 

4700 05 12 HI JD75 

885 25 113 50 1854 
4450 775 *7 166 3530 
2625 -400 04 . 42Z7 

5600 -300 M 211 3362 
5315 05 05 801 5263 
W5 05 30 191 1623 
17510 -040 0.3 2890 4714 
4450 OO 10 204 3275 
5715 175 
1415 -18 55 100 37D 
3700 90 40 107 1170 
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Footsie swings as bi 
fever runs rampant 


OLD FASHIONED takeover 
fever gripped the stock mar- 
ket. A steady flow of deals - 
and rumours of more to come 
-provided mucb of the action 
as Fbotsie, in a volatile session, 
swung more than 150 points. 

Four groups admitted for 
the first time that they were 
involved in corporate action, 
several others were caught in 
bid speculation, and there 
were rumblings in some es- 
tablished takeover situations. 

Electra, the investment 
trust confirmed it had been 
approached by 3i group and its 
shares spiralled 1 1 9p to 682.5p; 
3i firmed 14p to 63ip. Ad west 
Automotives revealed it was 
involved in talks that could 
lead to a I50p a share offer and 
jumped 60.5p to 134p. 

Condom maker LIG 
received an “unsolicited*’ 
approach, jumping 35p to 
163.5p. and Gremlin, a com- 
puter games group, surged 
26p to loop after spotting pos- 
sible predators. 


I HARD PRESSED Waverley 
Mining, where Ofex-traded 
.Corporate Resolve is 
V bidding for a stake, was 
, the subject of three big 
trades, strengthening 
suspicions that a bid for 
full control is on the way. 

Bank nominee 
companies were active: 
one picked up 4.11 per 
cent and another 6.93 per 
cent to take its interest to 
£ 11.53 per cent And 
obscure Patersons of 
Greenoakhill acquired 
13.03 percent. Wavertey 
shares held at 6.5p. 


And then, after the market 
^closed, it became apparent 
that the rumoured Federal- 
Mogul strike at Lucas Varity, 
the car components group, 
could be near. Lucas had con- 
tented itself with repeating 
an earlier statement that 
strategic discussions with var- 
ious groups continued. Then 
Federal, the US group which 
took over T&N, said it was con- 
sidering a 280p a share offer 
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but Lucas refused to talk. 
Strong through the session, 
Lucas ended 29.5p up at 244p. 

Mirror, the newspaper 
publisher where a boardroom 
split has appeared as one offer 
remains on the table and oth- 
ers hover, rose 9p to 207p; 
Trinity, a rejected suitor; hard- 
ened 22p to 449.5p. 

Portsmouth & Sunder- 
land Newspapers jumped 
150p to l,650p after admitting 
it had received approaches 
following the smash-and-grab 
bid from Johnston Press. 

GRE, the insurer, added 
9J25p to 37&5p as the market 
awaited the Royal & Sun Al- 
liance terms. Royal, seem- 
ingly on hopes that its not 
particularly popular offer will 
be topped, rose l9.25p to 
484 J>p. 

Field, a packaging group, 
improved 2lp to S37.5p as a 
second US offer was signalled. 
The company has agreed a 
32 Op a share bid from Chesa- 


1 peake; now Shorewood Pack- 
aging may counter. 

House or Fraser jumped 8p 
to 92p with rumours persisting 
of a strike. Shami Ahmed, cre- 
ator of the Joe Bloggs jeans 
empire, is circling with Chels- 
field property group, which 
firmed 12J>p to 276p. 

Securicor, as the rumour 
was revived it was in talks with 
BT over its Cellnet stake, 
gained 17.75p to 579.25p. 

Other stories included a 
GEC bid for Philips' and 
Siemens’ medical electronic 
operations, and afaBG assault 
oo Monument Oil & Gas, up 
2.25p to 36p. The speculation 
also engulfed Trispec, an dec- 
ironies group that advanced 
n.5p to 69.5p, and Vaux, the 
hotelier on the verge of selling 
its breweries, lip at 244JSp. 

Servisair, the aircraft sup- 
port group, was little changed 
at 2i6p after F'ramHngton, one 
of its main shareholders, lift- 
ed its stake to 9.76 per cent, 
buying shares above the 20flp 
level of the Amey offer. 

Sears was little changed at 
356.5p as Philip Green's vehi- 
cle moved to 52.9 per cent of 
the shares but, underlining 
that not all bid stories end hap- 
pily. the Lady in Leisure fit- 
ness group fell 27J5p to 95p 
against a 246J5p peak. 

Fbotsie ended 19.7 points 
higher at 5,880.9. Supporting 
indices were mixed, with bid 
action helping the mid cap to 
a 6.1-point gain to 4,8352 but 
the small cap relapsed a fur- 
ther 1.7 points to 2,091.4. 

Cable & Wireless Com- 
munications gained 27 .5p to 
780p as Morgan Stanley lifted 
its target price to 850p. but its 
Cable & Wireless parent soft- 
ened 7.5p to 849p although 
Henderson Crosthwaite cal- 
culated that even without 
Hong Kong Telecom the 
shares were worth 820p. 

Banks were weak. Although 
a windfall tax on profits was 
ruled out, the market offered 
little support with Royal Bank 
of Scotland down 47p to 
l,D2&5p and National West- 
minster Bank 38p to UlOp. 
HSBC had die additional con- 
straint of unease over China as 


well as Hong Kong's banks 
and lost 43p to L606p. 

Thistle Hotels fell 6p to 
I06.5p. Worries about its in- 
volvement in London hotels 
seemed to do the damage. 

Jarvis, the construction and 
raQ maintenance group, gained 
23-5pto570p. It met analysts on 
Friday and is due to see fund 
managers. Kwik Fit, the tyres 
and exhausts chain, rose 26 5p 
to 417 .5p with Warburg Dillon 
Read suggesting 500p. 

Rage Software improved a 
further 2.5p (after 4p) to 14.75p 
with Seaq putting turnover at 
28.6 million shares. The com- 
pany is negotiating with Mi- 
crosoft about distributing its 
latest football game. 

Internet interest was back, 
with InterX the former ideal 
Hardware, launching a new 
Internet service and gaining 
42.5p to 372.5p. Geo Interac- 
tive, with the start of an e-mail 
service, was up li.5p to 5i.5p. 
On-Line gained 30p to I27.5p. 

Struggling Laura Ashley, 


STOCKBROKER Redmayne 
Bentley has put the shares 
of Singer & F'riedlander, 
one of the few London 
merchant banks not in 
foreign ownership, on its 
buy list 

The shares have 
underperformed both 
Schraders and Close 
Brothers, two other UK- 
owned investment banks, 
and its main rivals. 
Redmayne is shooting for 
profits of £58.6m for last 
year and £63m for this 
year. The shares are lOlp 
against 185p last year. 


up 2.75p to 14.75p in brisk 
trading, was said to be the tar- 
get of some recovery funds 
and Monsoon, the fashion 
chain, was in tatters as it pro- 
duced its first profits foil for 13 
years. The shares, floated at 
I98p less than a year ago, fell 
7p to 46.5p, a low. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 937.2m 
SEAQ TRADES: 68,123 
GILTS INDEX 116.77 -0.40 


INVESTMENT 


Few happy returns for 
the unloved small caps 


by Nigel Cope 
Associate City Editor 

ANYONE who invested in 
smaller companies last year will 
know only too well bow badly 
they performed compared to 
the gung-ho FTSE 100 con- 
stituents. 

The latest Hoare Govett 
index of smaller companies, 
published yesterday, under- 
lines the point Us study shows 
that in 1998 the return on its 
smaller companies index was 
the seventh-worst since 1955. 
The relative return, compared 
to the All-Share, was the third 
worst on record. 

Hoare Gwett’s smaller com- 
panies index measures the per- 
formance of the lowest tenth by 
market capitalisation of the 
main UK equity market 
excluding AIM stocks. The cut- 
off market value for the index 
is £585m, although the average 
size is much smaller at just 
£91m. 

These stocks have been the 
great unloved in 1998, just as 
they were in 1997, and the pat- 
tern which emerged last year 
was also similar to that in the 
previous year. Smaller compa- 
nies began the year well: 
Indeed, during the early 
months of 1998 they outper- 
formed their larger cousins. 
By May. the return on the 
HGSC Index was 4 percentage 
points ahead of the All Share. 
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HGSC relative to All Share 

Hoare Govett Index minus All Share Return. % 



But then it all began to go 
horribly wrong. By the year’s 
end the smaller companies had 
produced a negative return for 
the year - of minus 4 per cent 
- coining in 17.8 per cent below 
the return for the All Share. 

The critical period was a 
disastrous third quarter. Dur- 
ing the July to September 
period when the stock market 
travail was at its worst, small- 
er companies bore the brant. 
The HGSC Index's returns 


plunged by 21.8 per cent com- 
pared with a 12.5 per cent cor- 
rection in the FTSE 100. 

The process was another 
demonstration of the double 
whammy which often strikes 
the smaller companies: they 
seem to miss out on the 
euphoria that has fuelled the 
Fbotsie's charge, but when any 
correction comes, they get hit 
just as badly. 

The record shows just how 
recently the divide between 


large caps and small caps has 
emerged, and bow marked its 
has become. Between 1955 and 
1988 the annual return on 
smaller companies was higher 
than the Ail-Share for all bar a 
handful of years. Their com- 
pound return was on average 
6 per cent better than the All- 
Share.However, since 1988 they 
have only outperformed in 
three years, and the most 
recent of those was back in 
1994. 

The weighting of particular 
stock market sectors has been 
an important factor. The soar- 
away sectors of telecoms, bank- 
ing and pharmaceuticals hare 
represented a small fraction of 
smaller companies. But the 
unloved sectors of diversified 
industrials, household goods 
and textiles are all heavily rep- 
resented. 

The outlook . sadly is rather 
depressing. According to ABN, 
although smaller companies 
look cheap with a pie ratio of 12 
compared to an average of 20 
for the All-Share, they could be- 
come cheaper still. That is like- 
ly to lead to more public-private 
deals. 

It may be that on funda- 
mentals the smaller stocks are 
valued correctly and their larg- 
er brethren have lost touch 
with reality But until a little 
steam is taken out of the Fbot- 
sie. ABN says, the smaller 
stocks will continue to struggle. 


Lonrho shines in precious metals 


LONRHO YESTERDAY under- 
lined its transformation from 
conglomerate to mining group 
by announcing an acquisition 
drive to boost its precious met- 
als business. The company said 
it would rename itself Lonmin, 
ditching its historic name to re- 
flect the new focus on mining 
The rump of the late Tiny 
Rowland’s empire is looking at 
a number of purchases to ex- 
pand its gold and platinum in- 
terests. The chairman. Sir John 
Craven, said: have brought 

down debt and are now well 
placed financially to contem- 
plate merger and acquisition 


By FRANCESCO G HERRERA 

activity.’’ Sir John did not com- 
ment oo areas of expansion but 
analysts said a number of South 
African platinum mines were 
likely to be on Lonrfao’s hit list 
The company beat City ex- 
pectations in its first results 
since shedding more than £lbn 
of non-mining businesses. Pre- 
tax profits for the year rose by 
10 per cent to £iiOm on 
turnover ctown by 13 per cent at 
£40lm. Analysts had expected 
a profit of between £63m and 
£l02ra. The shares soared 5 per 
cent in early trading before 


falling victim to profit- taking. 
They dosed unchanged at 3l5p. 

Lonrho 's performance was 
driven by a doubling of profits 
in palladium operations, which 
benefited from a 70 per cent rise 
in the metal’s price in the sec- 
ond half of 1998. Palladium, a 
key component of car exhaust 
catalytic converters, benefited 
from a combination of higher 
demand and a supply shortage. 

It is estimated that demand 
for palladium rose by 37 per 
cent in the past 12 months as 
more governments forced car 
makers to fit converters. At the 
same time Russia, which sup- 


plies 74 per cent of the world's 
palladium, suspended exports 
of the metal. 

Analysts said the buoyant 
palladium market was set to 
continue this year. Lonrho mil 
also benefit from its minority 
stake in the Ghanaian gold pro- 
ducer, Ashanti Goldfields. 

Marie Burridge, mining an- 
alyst at Merrill Lynch, said the 
shares, on 7.5 times 1999 earn- 
ings, looked cheap. But he cau- 
tioned that the discount was 
partly justified by the compa- 
ny’s large share of joint ven- 
tures, which weakened 
Lonrho's hold on its cash flow. 
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Turnover (£) 


62.709m [41. !76m) 
13232m (13 847(71) 
401m (460m) 
66.14m (61.36m} 
-H 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Pre-tax (£) 


5.755m (5.069m} 7.50p (8.03p) 

2358m (2.529m) 93p(98p) 

Mm(l96ml 13p(712pl 

( 1 .82m (14.97m) 4.40p (5 65p) 

2.130m (l-Kttri) 14.500 (13J?8p) 


LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


Dividend 


0.90p (0.65PJ 
5.8p (5-8pj 
172pB 
15PW 
5.35p (4.B4P) 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 
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98.59 6085.00 44958.00 
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GoJd 287.70 0.70 -3.30 Maple Leer 285.05 -22.50 
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MONEY MARKET RATES 


'Argentina 
Brasil 
China 
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Egypt 

Ghana 
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(ndonetia 
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Treasury Bills 5.74 5.64 5.55 5.50 
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BfgMe Bank Btds 5.80 5.70 5.60 5.50 S-35 5JS 

Stertaw CDs 5.92 5.82 5.69 5.61 5.49 5 39 5.33533 

EunxMar G>s 4.75 4.84 4.82 

Euro Ubor 3.13 3.13 3.12 3.12 3.07 3.07 3.02 3.02 2.982.98 
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Cricket: England’s bright young talent struggles to make his mark as injuries and lack of confidence take their toll 

‘The 
General’ 
in mood 
for fight 









Ben Hollioake assumes the role of spectator at the Melbourne Cricket Ground: ‘Sometimes, because you did so wefl early on, the public thinks that’s what you should achieve every time* Reuters 

Hollioake feels the hard knocks 


BEN HOLLIOAKE was asked what he 
had learned on the tour of Australia. 
His answer came certainly and 
quickly and despite the smile with 
which it was delivered, the under- 
King sadness was unmistakable. “I 
learned I don't want to happen 
to me again what’s happened to me 
on this tour;" he said. 

He left England in October still 
as the brightest of bright young 
things and three months on he 
knew he was in serious danger of re- 
turning to England as the forgotten 
man. He played in none of the Test 
matches and after six. games in the 
one-day series he remained the 
only one of England's squad of 16 not 
to have played. Selection in the 
seventh was possible but he was not 
exactly gathering extra supplies of 
kit whitener in preparation for the 
moment 

Such is Hollioake's depth ofnat- 
ural assurance that he was still able 
to remember the lines more com- 
monly associated with him. “To 
some degree the confidence has 
taken a knock," he said. “%u start 
to think, ‘Am I good enough’, not ‘1 
civ. good enough’, but it hasn't 
^ojfiren such a knock that if I got 
pic ked for the next game I wouldn't 
back myself to get a hundred." 

So he might but whatever he 
achieves in foe remainder of the 
Carlton & United series he cannot 
conceal the truth that his first senior 
tour has been an unwelcome and un- 
expected experience, and that not 
eveiything will come easily. He sus- 
tained an injury early on in Australia 


BY STEPHEN BRENKLEY 
in Adelaide 

and by the time he recovered, even 
a losing team was difficult to break 
into. 

What opportunities he had he 
failed to grasp. In the notorious de- 
feat in Hobart by Australia A he was 
dismissed on a fiat pitch by on oc- 
casional bowiec Matthew Elliott 
Subsequently he was confronted 
with the criticism of David Graveney 
the tour manager and chairman of 
the England selectors. 

Graveney might have appeared 
slightly harsh in observing that 
Hollioake could not continue to live 
on two performances a long time 
ago (the 63 be made on his in- 
ternational debut against Australia 
and the 98 he made in the Benson 
and Hedges Cup final) but he was 
perhaps attempting a stab at psy- 
chology. 

Hollioake defended himself ro- 
bustly. He said bis one-day county 
form had been sound last summer 
and that his bowling in all forms of 
cricket had been consistently good. 
But he must know, if he has devel- 
oped the capacity to examine his 
own performances, that he has to 
do more to convince the selectors 
now. Making a maiden first-class 
hundred for Surrey would be a 
start 

It is probable that Hollioake is a 
big-game player and it is at least ar- 
guable that the selectors, having 
picked him at the age of 19, should 
simply have kept faith with him. As 


it is. he has played only three Tests 
and six one-day internationals since 
be was initially selected in both 
forms of the game in 1997, and he 
could easily have trebled both num- 
bers. 

Hollioake’s relaxed approach has 
also raised concerns, but presum- 
ably the selectors knew his charac- 
ter before they dallied with his 
potential “It’s something that I'm al- 
ways going to be up against,” he said. 
“But the management knows that 
when it’s time to practise. I practise 
as hard as anyone. 

“Having said that, 1 know I'm not 
the best netter in the world. You've 
got to have nets to keep in touch but 
there have certainly been times 
this tour when I've had a bit ofnet- 
titis. Even when Tm in my best form 
on the park it is stffi bard work in the 
nets." 

He lifted up his shirt to reveal a 
bruise on his chest inflicted in the 
nets while batting. It probably 
would not have happened in the 
middle, but the middle is some- 
where that has become a foreign 
country. 

Hollioake is an instinctive crick- 
eter which is what England need. 
The trouble with that, allied to a re- 
luctance for nets, is that technical 
faults which occur are not so easi- 
ly removed. There was a time last 
season, when Hollioake was called 
up to the Englan d squad, that the 
management was said to be some- 
what astonished at the way his bat- 
ting had gained looseness. His 
chest-on bowling technique, too. 


does not allow much margin for 
error if he is to make effective use 
of his bounce. • 

England have already invested 
too much in him to let him be wast- 
ed. What they have to decide is 
whether to ensure he accrues some 
county form (and that can be mean- 
ingless) or select him regardless, 
which will serve a purpose only if 
they keep on picking him and have 
got it right. 

Hollioake is an extremely affable 
follow and if he has a high opinion 
of his ability, that is as it should be. 
Others have encouraged him in this 
regard. He did not score that re- 
splendent half-century against the 
Aussies on a lovely eariy summer at 
Lord’s by having self-doubt 

“Sometimes, because you did 
so well early on, the public thinks 
that is what you should achieve 
every time. Maybe that’s what I 
thought I should every achieve 
every time. 

*T don’t know what my form is Kke 
because I haven’t played. But you 
never know what can happen. I 
may not play any of the games but 
then somebody gets injured and I 
could be the player of the final." 

■ Mark Taylor, the captain of Aus- 
tralia, has been named Australian 
of the Year The award comes amid 
speculation that Taylor is about to 
retire from the game. He admitted 
after receiving the highest honour 
available that possible retirement 
was weighing heavily on his mind. 
“I just want to enjoy the next two 
days with my family,’' he said. 



Happier days: Ben Hollioake hits out on his way to 63 against 
Australia at Lord’s in 1996 PA 


BY STEPHEN BRENKLEY 


HE IS known as The General. This 
is because when Axjuna Ranatunga 
leads Sri Lanka he struts about as 
if he was Napoleon. Napoleon was 
not a diplomat either 

Thus, on the eve of his appear- 
ance before the match referee, Peter 
Van Der Merwe, two days after an 
apparent series of breaches of the 
game's code of conduct, Ranatunga 
effectively told everyone where they 
could shove it 

A different fellow, with a more un- 
certain view of himself and his place 
in the game, might have kept silent 
until after the hearing. But Ranatun- 
ga could not resist speaking to the 
television station in Adelaide the day 
before he met Van Der Merwe. 

He steadfastly refused to apolo- 
gise or to express regrets for his un- 
precedented behaviour on Saturday 
towards an umpire he dearly did not 
respect so much as scorn. “I feel I 
was standing by a colleague of mine, 
who is the best bowler Sri Lanka has 
produced.” he said. His manager, 
Ranjit Fernando, could hardly have 
acted with more decorum. 

Ranatunga played the key role in 
Saturday’s match at Adelaide Oval 
between England and Sri Lanka. It 
was Muttiah Muralitharan, the off- 
spinner. who was no-balled for 
throwing, but it was Ranatunga who 
waded into battle on his behalf 

He argued with the umpire. Ross 
Emerson, lecturing him before lead- 
ing his players to the perimeter of 
the pitch for 15 minutes while ne- 
gotiations about continuing the 
match took place. 

When play resumed he put Mu- 
ralitharan on at Emerson's end and 
insisted the umpire stand where 
Ranatunga wanted by constantly 
scratching a line in the soil. Emer- 
son said at one point: “I'm the um- 
pire. Tm in control,*' which at that 
point was a patent exaggeration. 

Ranatunga then took gamesman- 
ship to its brink to mastermind the 
defeat of England with a wicket and 
two balls to spare. He looked as un- 
ruffled as ever as he spoke inhis hotel 
room to Channel 7. The people who 
appointed umpires, he said, should 
appoint the people to do a job. 

There had been no intention of 
staging a walk-off, he insisted, winch 
is not what it looked like to anybody 
watching. “We never wanted to stop 
the game, that's for sure.” 

Only snatches of the interview 
were shown and the foil version will 
go out on Sunday, when Ranatunga 
will have been dealt with. This is 
probably just as well since be was 
clearly in no mood for contrition. 

Ranatunga, who has led Sri 
Lanka in more than 170 one-day in- 
ternationals and wields much broad- 
er power than that of captain, said 
it was impossible to go back to the 
way things were. Sri Lanka may as 
well go back to playing friendlies if 
they changed their style. 

Arguments of a similar concilia- 
tory nature submitted to Van Der 
Merwe may not exactly constitute a 
plea for leniency. But Ranatunga, 
ever smiling, is serious about this 
and clearly wanted to go down fight- 
ing for Murali. As good generals do. 
■ Ricky Ponting, the Australian 
batsman, has appeared before the 
Australian Cricket Board to face dis- 
ciplinary action for being involved in 
a drunken brawl in a Sydney bar. 
Ponting was given a suspended fine 
of A$5000 (£2.000) and banned for an- 
other game in addition to the two- 
matcbes he has already miss ed. 




Not all the best rugby is played at Twickenham 


“WERE GIVING England 48 hours 
to come back in,” a colleague on the 
sports desk of this paper said to me 
a week ago when I was fretting to 
him on the telephone about whether 
I had sufficiently covered the stir- 
ring events of the day. 

In the event, the rover’s return 
took rather less time, nearer 24 
hours. It was celebrated by BQI 
Beaumont and Brian Bolster of the 
Rugby Fbotball Union, and Allan 
Hosie of the Five Nations commit- 
tee, over pints of beer in the Glas- 
gow pub (or bar; for Glasgow does 
not possess what I would call proper 
pubs) Drum and Monkey, which 
seems an appropriate name some- 
how in the circumstances. 

Baister and the RFlTs “chief 
executive", Francis Baron, remind 
me of the two little dickie birds sit- 



Alan 

Watkins 

ting on the wall in the rhyme: Fly 
away Brian, fly away Frank; Come 
back Brian, come back Frank. 

They remind me also of George 
Brown, the Labour cabinet minis- 
ter of the 1960s. Brown was forever 
threatening to resign and being 


dissuaded from taking this course. 
Every so often he would flounce out 
but would be persuaded to return 
to the fold in... well, in about the 
time it takes for the RFU to restore 
England to toe Jive Nations’ Cham- 
pionship. 

There came a point however; 
when Brown resigned over the rel- 
atively trivial matter of a lack of con- 
sultation with him about the dosing 
of toe banks during a financial cri- 
sis. And this time his resignation 
was accepted. That was the end of 
George Brown. 

I am not predicting that the 
same thing is going to happen to 
England, but there is clearly a dan- 
ger of it happening. 

In the Independent on Sunday 
two days ago, Chris Rea wrote that 
the real reason why the RFlTs rep- 


resentatives were behaving as they 
were had less to do with the 
apportionment of Sky monies. 
French television arrangements or 
the entry of Italy into the Five 
Nations than with the union’s wish 
to set up a new competition involv- 
ing the southern hemisphere 
nations. This competition would 
indude England and, preferably, 
FYance as well but exdude Italy arid 
toe Celtic nations. 

I was encouraged that Rea's 
view was more or less the same as 
mine, which I expressed here last 
week that toe evidence is that New 
Zealand, Australia and South Africa 
are quite happy with their present 
arrangements, though they may 
undertake more (in my opinion, 
too many) European tours when it 
suits them to do so. But they have 


no wish to enter into any permanent 
relationship with England; even 
less so if France exrfude themselves 
from it 

The evidence, again, is that the 
French have an affectionate regard 
for the Five (soon to be Six) Nations, 
and have no wish to leave home to 
take up with new partners who 
may possess all kinds of strange 
ways. Not even the most tunnel- 
visioned England supporter would 
maintain that, season in and season 
out, England have been the supe- 
rior team to France over the past 
decade or so. 

Certainly the English revival of 
toe L980s was a triumph for players 
and managers: for Geoff Cooke, 
Jack Rowell Will Carling and Brian 
Moore, to name only a few. But 
times change. Moore is a solicitor 


and a broadcaster. Poor (or it may 
bench) Cariing is a discredited fig- 
ure, largely through his own fault. 
Rowell is associated with Bristol 
Cooke is out of a job or, perhaps, is 
between jobs. For it looks as if he 
will join Bath after what must have 
been an unsettling time for him at 
Bedford. 

True. England beat South Africa. 
But then, Wales very nearly beat 
them, too. As colleagues have writ- 
ten many times already, it looks like 
being toe most open Five Nations 
for years. Graham Henry the Welsh 
coach, still needs to find two wings 
of international class (for Gareth 
Thomas is injured), a loose-head 
prop and, perhaps, a second row 
partner for Craig QuinnelL 

The kindest thing to say about 
Scotland is that they may sur- 


prise us yet On current form, it 
looks as if the good- value bet is Ire- 
land. Admittedly Dick Best's first- 
choice London Irish have, at most, 
only half a dozen Irish players in 
the side. Even so, Conor O’Shea, 
Justin Bishop, Niall Woods and 
Malcolm O ’Kelly wifi be even bet- 
ter plqyers this season than they 
were before. 

And if Ulster win the European 
Cup at Dublin on Saturday, Irish 
confidence wifi be trebled. Jo nathan 

Bell and Rob Henderson tif fit) are 
not going to be frightened by the 
Scott Gibbs of this world. David 
Humphreys at last looks like ful- 
filling his promise and potential. 

Perhaps the RFU should accept 
for the time being that not all toe 
best rugby in the British Isles is 
played at Twickenham. 


'5 " 


i 








20/SPORT 


the INDEPENDENT 
Tnesdav 26 January 1999 




crowned the new ‘Mr 59’ change 


American tour bows to the historic 
round of the icema n who caught 
fire in the desert. By Andy Farrell 


DAVID DUVAL is not known for 
impersonations of Seve Balles- 
teros in his celebration rou- 
tines. The first eight victories of 
the 27-year- old American’s ca- 
reer were met with a virtually 

imperceptible nod of a head hid- 
den away under a baseball cap 
and wrap-around sunglasses. 
The ninth, however, on Sunday 
brought jigging and arm-pump- 
ing from the imperturbable one 
to match the historic nature of 
the occasion. Now we know 
what gets Duval excited 

Duval had just returned a 
round of 59. lb break 60 in com- 
petition is the Holy Grad for 
tournament professionals. To 
do so in the final round to win 
had never been done before. 
When Duval holed out with a 
six-foot eagle putt at the last 
hole at- PGA West, he still had 
to wait and see if Steve Pate 
could force a p lay-oBL 

Fate had two holes to play but 
paired in to finish one .behind. 
Ordinarily, his closing 66 would 
have been good enough for vic- 
tory but this was no ordinary 
Sunday afternoon in the Cali- 
fornia desert As be waited to see 
if extra hdes would be necessary 
Duval even made a rare public 
lapse into humour. Asked if he 
would be going to the range to 
prepare for a possible play-off, 
Duval replied; "Yeah, I really 
need to work on my game." 

A1 Geiberger became the 
original "Mr 59" when he broke 
60 for the first time on the US 
PGA Tbur at the Memphis Clas- 
sic in 1977. Geiberger went on 
to win the tournament, but 
Chip Beck, when he repeated 
the feat at the 1991 Las Vegas 
Invitational, did not. 

Unlike Duval, however, 
Geiberger shot his 59 in the 
comfort zone of the second 
round and Beck in the third of 
a five-round event. Duval was 
also playing in a 90-hole tour- 
nament in which the pros were 
accompanied by stars such as 
Michael Jordan and Samuel L 
Jackson in the first four rounds. 

On Sunday, it was down to 
the professionals and after 
rounds of 70. 71, 64 and 70, 
Duval got down to business. 
The details of the round are as 
staggering as his accuracy with 
each and every dub. 

After being 13 under for the 


first four rounds, he was 13 
under for the final is holes. He 
had 11 birdies and an eagle, 
leaving just six pars. The score- 
card shows one five, seven 
fours, six threes and four twos. 
He birdied aD but .one of the five 
par-threes and on the five par- 
fives, he collected three birdies 
and that dosing eagle. He holed 
all 13 of the first putts he faced 
from 10 feet or inside. 

All this came on the 6,950- 
yard Arnold Palmer course at 
PGA West and in a tourna- 
. ment, the Bob Hope Chrysler 
Classic, named after another 
great icon of American life. 
Hope was there at the end to 
congratulate Duval but the 
golfer had not set out with ex- 
pectation. "I was way behind 
and in a position that I couldn't 
win the golf tournament, " Duval 
said He started seven behind 
the overnight leader Fred Rink 
“1 played an exceptional round 
of golf, something that doesn't 
happen very often. I had to 
shoot 59 and I did" 

Duval started by hitting a 
wedge approach to five feet at 
the first got up and down at the 
par-five second and hit a six-iron 
to three feet at the short third 
The three birdies were followed 
by a two-putt from 15 feet for a 
par at the fourth before he also 
birdied the par-three fifth. He 
proceeded with three pars, his 
only mistake coming at the 
eighth. He missed the green 
with a sand wedge shot but 
chipped to six feet and holed the 
putt to save par. 

The ninth brought a straight- 
forward birdie and he was out 
in 31. Before his winning streak 
began 16 months ago. Duval's 
scoring average for the final 
round was well in excess of mat 
for the first three rounds. Sun- 
days were the day he fell off the 
bottom of the leaderboard This 
time he exploded off the top. 

After not winning in his first 
86 starts on the US tour; Duval 
has now won nine of his last 28. 
Three more birdies followed at 
the start of the back nine. He 
holed four-footers at both the 
10th and nth and then from half 
that distance at the shot 12th. 

The longest putt he missed 
was a 12-footer for birdie at the 
13th, but he tapped in for par and, 
after driving into a bunker at the 



hinders 

Europe 


by andy Farrell 


America’s David Duval celebrates after holing his eagle putt on the last for a 59 at PGA West on Sunday 


par-five next, holed from 10 feet 
fix' a birdie-four. PCs mastery of 
the par-threes was completed by 
his eight iron at the 156-yard 15th 
to 18 inches while his sand- 
wedge approach at the 16th fin- 
ished six inches away. 

Duval now led by one from 
Pate, who would also birdie 
the 16th, but was thinking about 
the 59. “I thought birdies at the 
last two would do it,” he said. 


His tee shot at the short 17th 
finished 20 feet from the hole 
and he had to make the five- 
footer back for pan But he still 
had the par-five last to come 
and, after a perfect drive, Duval 
needed no more than a five-iron 
to cover the 219 yards over the 
water and up to the top tier of 
the green. ‘1 was a little juiced," 
he explained. The six-foot putt 
never looked like missing. 


“Gee, I wonder why?" Duval 
said when asked about his un- 
typical reaction. “I'm kidding. 
Oh, yeah, I was more excited 
about the score than having a 
chance to win the golf tourna- 
ment I certainly had aspira- 
tions of winning, but the 59 was 
first and foremost In mv mind. 
It was kind of a double bonus." 

Duval is now 52 under par fix- 
nine rounds of golf in 1999 and 


has won both the tournaments 
he has entered, earning 
$1,008,000 (£610,0000) and with 
a skiing holiday sandwiched in 
between. The win took him to 
No 2 in the world, a whisker be- 
hind Tiger Woods, and the pair 
will be scrapping for the top 
spot over the next few weeks. 

His streak can be compared 
to Lee Westwood’s 10 wins in 13 
months. Westwood’s victories 


SHOT-BY-SHOT GUIDE TO THE ROUND OF DAVID DUVAL’S LIFE 


1st (*26 yards, par-*): Driver, patching wedge, 5-foot putt Birdie 3 11th (512 yards, 
2nd (51 4 yards, par-5); Driver. 4-Iron, chip. 3-fooc putt BfatfleA 

3rd (130 yards, par-3 J: 6-Iron. 3-fooc putt Bircfie 2 12th (207 yards, 

Ath (396 yards, par-4): 2-iron. 9-iron, 2-putt from 1 5 feet Par 4 1 3th (447 yards 

5th (233 yards, par-3): 5-iron. 5-foot putt Birdie 2 14th (569 yards 

6th [562 yards, par-5): Driver, 5-iron, sand wedge. 2-putt from 30 feet putt 

pars 15eh 11 56 yards 

7th (<»39 yards, par-4): 2-Iron. 7-iron. 2-putt from 40 feet Par 4 16th yards 

8th (358 yards, par-4): 3-wood, sand wedge, chip. 6-foot putt Par 4 17th |l 30 yards 

9th (451 yards, par-41 : 3-wood. 8-iron. S-foot putt Birdie 3 18th (543 yards, 

10th (453 yards, par-4): 3-wood, sand wedge. 4-foot putt Birdie 3 TOTAL (out 31 . 


, par-5): Driver. 4-iron, pitching wedge. 4-foot putt 

Birdie 4 

i. par-3): 6-iron. 2-foot putt Birdie 2 

. par-4): 3-wood. 7-iron. 2-putt from 12 feet Par 4 
. oar-5): Driver into bunker. 5-iran. sand-wedge. 10-foot 

Birdie 4 

. par-3): 8-iron. 18-inch putt Birdie 2 

. par-**); 2-iron, sand wedge. 6-inch putt Birdie 3 

. par-3): 9-iron. 2 -putt from 20 feet Par 3 

i. par-5): Driver. 5-iron. €-foot put: Eagle 3 

in 29. 13 underi 59 


came all around the globe, 
Duval’s all on the circuit where 
it is hardest four one player to 
dominate. What both men need 
now are major championships. 

About the only person not 
concerned that he did not win 
Player of the Year last season 
after topping the money list was 
Duval himself, aside from the 
winner, Mark O'Meara. “Sta- 
tistically I may have been the 
player of the year; but not his- 
torically” Duval said. 

“I hairetdd everybody before 
I certainly want to be the best 
at some point in my career; and 
if I am considered that now, I 
am flattered and excited. But I 
still have to keep trying to im- 
prove. I have got to keep trying 
to get better and try to add 
some US Opens and PGAs and 
such to my resume.” 


WHILE SIX former winners of 
the US Masters from Europe 

are on the preliminary list of in- 
vitees for this year’s tourna- 
ment, the first of the season’s 

four majors remains the least / 

Euro-friendly. h 

Only 13 of the names on a cst 

of 99 are from this side of the 
Atlantic, the six former cham- 
pions, Seve Ballesteros, Bem” 
hard Langer, Sandy Lyle, Nick 
Efcldo, Ian Woosnam and Jose 
Maria Olazabal. Others are 
Colin Montgomerie, Darren 
Clarke and Fer-Ulrik Johans- 
son, who all finished in the top 
24 last yeas plus Lee Westwood, 
Jesper Parnevik, Thomas 
Bjorn and the British Amateur 
champion, Sergio Garcia. 

Bjorn was controversially 
omitted last year when he was 
the only member of the 1997 
Ryder Cup teams not to play at 
Augusta National. His call-up 
this time is because of the new 
system of inviting the leading 50 

players from the worfo rankings 

at the end of 1998. Greg Norman. 

who missed most of last season 
after shoulder surgery; is among V 

those to gain enliy from the new 
exemption category. 

Although there are no strict 
guidelines for invitations to 
leading players on the Euro- 
pean Order of Merit Miguel 
Angel Jimenez and Patrik 
Sjoland, who finished fourth 
and fifth in Europe last season, 
would have expected an enve- 
lope with an Augusta postmark. 

But the pair will have to try and 
qualify by being in the world's 
top 50 a month before the 8 to 
11 April tournament Sjoland is 
currently 5lst Jimenez 55th. 

This unsatisfactory arrange- * 
ment will not please Kent,, 
Schofield, the executive director 
of the European Tour, whose 
campaign for better European 
representation at the game’s 
biggest showpieces has. been 
better received at the US Open 
and the USPGA Championship. 

Yet it is at Augusta where 
most success has been found. 
From Ballesteros's first win in 
1980 to Faldo’s third in 1996, Eu- 
ropeans claimed the US Mas- 
ters 10 times. 


Eat out and save 
a fortune 



• the same price as a copy of The 
Independent - 45p - we are offer- 
ing you the chance to treat a friend 
to a meal, and then save 25 per cent 
every time you eat in selected restaurants. 

The Independent is running this offer 
as an introduction to Trans media, the 
restaurant card. All you need to do is col- 
lect four tokens from The Independent, 
and apply for a Transmedia card, as long 
as you hold a valid Visa, Mastercard, Delta 
or American Express card. This Trans- 
media card can be used in hundreds of 
restaurants in Britain as a payment card. 
You pay the full amount, and Transmedia 
will then refund 25 per cent of the bill 
directly to your Visa, Mastercard, Delta or 
American* Express account excluding 
VAT and service - for example, if the bill 
comes to £100. you will be refunded £25. 

The card can be used as often as you 
like, for breakfast lunch or dinner at any 


of the selected restaurants. Even better, 
when you use the card for the first time 
in conjunction with this independent offer, 
the cost of one meal for a guest, up to the 
value of £20, will be just 45 pence. 

Transmedia are able to offer this excel- 
lent value as they pre-purchase food and 
beverage “credits* at a discounted price 
from selected restaurants, and then pass 
on the saving to the card-holder. 

When you apply for this offer, you will 
receive a membership pack, which con- 
tains the Ttansmedia listings of hundreds 
of selected restaurants in Britain. Card- 
holders will receive an updated ver- 
sion every three months. Membership of 
Transmedia normally costs £S5 per 
annum, but with this offer you will receive 
six months' trial membership for free. 

So if you would like to treat a friend to 
a meal for the price of a newspaper- start 
collecting your tokens today! 



HOW TO APPLY 

~kxtrf m pnre another Bcfan Further tohn wfl 
appear every <tzy utkJ Smday Cofcct anr fcw of the m 
tokens and tend them <nfth the appUarar km aaadwd. 
to die address betow. In enter to obtain meal lor 45p 
you mm hn a Traramcda card, lou are only efg&tc ler a 
Transmedlj card H you already hold a told Visa. Mastercard. 
Ddta or Amra, Express card. The meal nw bo atan 
before the end ci Apri 1999. Ind cp andent/Transmodki UK 
Pic, I Hurt ngham Busmen Park. Sulrran Road. London 
SW6 3DU. Tot: 0171 bJO 6126 



APPLICATION FORM 


DEVON 

FLYNN'S 

14-16 Partial Road . Torquay. 01 802 21 3936 


DAVTNCTS 

7 The Quay. Pod c 0I2D2 n67S28 


CHI CHI'S 

Meadows Shopping Centre. Chelmsford 

01245 49*333 

DICKEN-S RESTAURANT 

The Green. WMheraTjetd. Nr. Braintree CM7. 

01371 850723 

THE GREEN DRAGON RESTAURANT 
Youngs End (AI3I), Braintree CM 7 01245 361030 

THE PARLIAMENT RESTAURANT 

@ The Rod Lion Hotel 

High Street. Colch ester. 0 1 206 577986 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
AU5HAN ' 

Farewell Close, oil Castle Street. 

Grcncester. 0! 285 658987 

ANNfFS 

3 CMord Street. Moraen- In-Marsh GLSb. 

01608 651981 

JOHN HENRY RESTAURANT 

S' The StonchouM Court Hotel 

tWwl Pdad. Stanchwfl cGLIO. 0 1453 825155 

GREATER MANCHESTER 
THE BLUE NOTE 

60 Beech Road. Chorton. M21. 0161 881 7715 

BRASSERIE ST. PIERRE 

57-63 Princes Sorer. Ml 0161 Efl 0231 

DOWN UNDER 

9 South Mid Street. Ml 0161 834 8778 
FAR PAVILION 

249-251 Manchester Rd. Svvtmcm 0161 794 3801 
GAYLORD INDIAN RESTAURANT 
An*Kh*K House. Spring Gardens, 

Manchester rT2 0161 832 4866 

LTTAL1ANO 

<S> Hotel Cornelius 

1 75 Manchester Rd. Qiorium-oan Handy, 

Manchester. Mle. 0161 862 9565 

NICO CENTRAL 

Mount Street. M60. OI6I 236 6488 

PASSAGE TO INDIA 

168 Mon»n Street. Kenton, Eedes. 

Manchester M30 0161 787 7546 
RAJDOOT 

Carton Howe. 18 Albert Square. M2. 0161 834 2174 
ROYAL ORCHID 

36 Charioee Sneer Mi 0161 236 5183 
51AM ORCHID 

54 Portland Street Ml. 0161 236 1388 
THE VIENNA GRILL 
The WondoverHotel 
Menton Road. Eedes.MJO Orfil 789 781 1 


Please complete using block capitals as card slttuld appear. 
Mr/MiVOther First Names) 

Heme Address . — — 


Dare of birth 


■ (to reo dc... 


phone 


Buancu Phono 


Ids Tide 


Business Address . 


Co frespondmco do 


— fesasode 


Homo 


□ 


Hieness 


□ 


VfeaMasararcYDefcv'Atnex Aocount Numlw (delete as appfieaUe) Eaqs Doe 


I hereby Mtense Transmedia UK Pic or assignee to dcb.t the above feted AmeeV<U)Pb«rord'Delta account 

dreedy far all iwentor* charges marred by me and lor my annual tec (currently £35) at ilu oral of my si* month FREE 


membership irteg written eanceHaacn neact k received In advy«ML I undersold J 
lather than senate, bp and VAT) incurred by nte wfl fe br a 25% owfn when 

aoxwtt I re c ogwe the Tra rem c dq Card attic property af dreamer arc) wB be 


charges 
debited to my credit cod 
by me upon requ^L 


Signature 

You nay rate deoils about ofiere which ray be of intones m you. 
Tidt ham rf you do not wish a? receive riw k d u fTTH twn . j~~| 


. Dam 


LiNGFIELD 

HYPER/ON 

1 .30 Hormuz (nb) 2.00 Harpoon Louie 

2.30 Baptismal Rock 3.00 Hyde Park 

3.30 Tragic Dancer 4.00 OH I SAY (nap) 


BETTING.- 7-2 Harpoon Lra tfn . Soaking, 4 Homes tea d, 6 Afarntn, 
7 UmdrfuR. 10 Hovaryolf Princess, 8 Doberman, 12 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Todays ccrtSrons are ceol tar HARPOON LOUIE, who has 
been entered on a favorable wwgW. and he looks a more 
reaaWe opposition than Alamein. who is the only one wilh a 
hnner rating. Doberman and cause speoabt Soaking bo* 
me px* of tfw remainder. 


GOING: Standard. STALLS: 51 & vn outside: rest inside. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low best up lo mi especial y 61 

■ Left-hand, undulating co urse. Equtrach surface. 

■ Course is SE of town on 62028 UngfMd B a ton (served 
by London. Victoria) attorns course ADMISSION: One 
enclosure SiQ. CAR PARK: Club £3; namaVWw tree 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore 84-64fl fi3%) R Hen- 
nan 48-370 (13%). M Johmtton 48-283 f!71%| 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Clark W-537 (t£4%j, J Weaver 
68307 (22.1%). S Sanders 65-563 (115%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 713-2J25 (336%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: HavWROK Princess (Z00). HHl 
Storm (vtsored, 130). Inceptaone ivoored 300) 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLERS: Hormuz (130). Baritone 
1230). Rolling R to & An Executive Do (3301, ErinvaH) & 
Sharp Rhythm UiW) have al been sent 270 mies. 


2.30 


1 QnfSW-KY MAIDEN STAKES 
I -»WI (CLASS D) £5,250 added 1m 2f 


1 0 ABSOLUTE MAJORITY (1i) 6Curtey4 9 D . . .. 

. JPSpencarpn 

2 AUWWBdJ. J Bnckrer 45 kj . GBartwellT 
j 21354 - BAAJIL(60|PCoayaie4 9i0 .AMcGkmZ 

4 0 IN GOOD ORDER (25) '5 L Uxre 4 9 5.. 

.... . RBiteland (7)8 

5 0060 HHJ.STOmj(l«0) KlfcAuB fc,383 JQufcmfiV 

6 5- H ORMUZ (64) M Johnsm 3 8 j J Fenrtng 3 

7 £>■ WESTERN COMMAND (48)|BF) Sr U Prewxn 3 9 3 

.C NuBer4 

B 004-17 ZOLA (18) M Clum 38 3 .. .FNorton5 

- B declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 Wtalem Command, 3-1 Hormuz. 7-1 Zola. 7-1 Ab- 
BCliHB Majority, 14-1 Baa)l. 181 H> Storm. 281 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Aiwakt,<oniMtedmntden andstadya straight tar «anJ op- 
Demurely tor WESTERN COMMAND, 1*0 c pmien here and 
we £e ml 3uhrf try todays step ug n cfetance. 


2.00 


DOG CART CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS E) £3,500 added 1m 

004-01 FAR-SO-LA (II) Mrs L Jwd 4 S O R Cochrane II 
23360- ALAMEIN (2061 D Tfchcfc 6 B 11 .JIMbuBZ 
5*0-25 HOMESTEAD (14)117) R Karmen 5 B9Dane ONefl B 
0625-2 LANDRHJN (13)(D) H CofcnyxJge 4 8 B .. •) Qum 4 
40852 DOBERMAN (13) B Meehan 487 ..RPertwn3 
00005- H7SFOLLY(1P7)LADace6S7rGMdJughS(i86 
C5-050 JUSTWIANUS (12) (C) J Bidjar 7 87 GBmM7 
D30-I SOAKING (12) (CO) P Burqpyne 9 B 7 J Tate 9 
00038 SUPER 5AINT pB.i(D) A tfcndertnMjieniBell 5 B 7 

S Carson (7) 10 

fXM-4 HARPOON LOUIE gl|(CD) A l a rdt rt tt tfB nlBel) 9 B 5 
... .SWhtMrtll 
550-00 HEVEHGOLF PRINCESS I5)(C] T J Ntegtan 4 B 4 

R Winston p) SB 

-11 declared - 


ARENA ON LINE SERVICES 
HANDICAP (D) £5,250 added 5f 

1 TD-21 TEAR WHITE (14) (CO) TMfe5 1)0 — L Carter 6 

2 iJCOi- MlSSHJT(5S)<D)MsBGKBlowy4 99 

P Fredericks (7)2 

3 CSKM BESTOFO(jnD«Sp1NC)AVtaidat™ah0^BeO4 35 

-SMtaxtia 

4 MM550 IVORY'S GRAS HTC (3) (CD) K (Wry 6 84 

.. Martin Dvyer IB 

5 D-7TT1 BAPTISMAL ROCK (1) (C) A Nncorts 58 3 (Bn) 

- JOutaS 

6 32-002 BARROW: (3) 5 Ketdawel 580 PFesneytV 

7 500-D LEtWHIC (1) M Pdg&se 4 7 0 |8ffl) ._ Jt Mi (3) 7 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 11-10 Baptismal flock, 74 Thar Whfle, 83 Mbs Hit, 
81 Leatric. 14-1 Baritone. Sea Of Our frya, tarry's Grab tfte 

FORM GUIDE 

Tear White: Rarely art of the money here, but moving up 
the weights with Sir ns« tar neck wn over Ctassy Cleo last 
tine and nib Ugher man prerasis wn Not vraU chmm 
IWbs Mt Has taken weltothe sand and came late lo beat 
Sweei MagK '/. length et Wohiertiarrplon Iasi Bma 5b rise 
onset by 'mart darner and tooks Body rnpnwar 
Best Ol Our Days Double CSD scorer lor Ore Thom- 
lon last Jan Tried over long trips smce and *vi nndM irv 
prow on lalesi 3'/, -length 3rd to Krystal Max over 61 here 
Ivory’s Grab Hire: Lithe luck n running lately and ptwn- 
metng down the handrap. VIM drawn 
Baptismal Rode On a rol with 6# wms here, a! Wdver- 
hampttn and nanowlY ra Sotohwel ves»dey. Sti on a good 
mart with 6 Hj rtse tor Latest wire. Rd starter who could 
overcome wide draw 

Baritone: Tned up to Yn last year bur yet to break ms duch 
and sue encouragement h recent aHons, notably *> tengths 
Bth ol W lo Mdorrao OverGf here 
Leo We Poaady Battered when bearing Scotland Bay 7 
lengths at Souttrwel (71) arw unplaced behnd Baptismal 
R «* yesterday Yei 10 Drove himseH on this surface 
VERDICT: Unless yesterday* brave e/tan al Soulhwefl 
has left Its mart, ctxrae winner BAPTISMAL ROCK shoiid 
keep up his cnrmg sequence he is undereaWy well hand- 
icapped Ivory's Grab Hire would be a Ihrea bock to rts 
best but blast runrwig suggests Miss HU may prow to 
be me mam danger. She a back on her home track after 
a sucoKsfii foray lo Wolverhampton and has potential far 
■nprovemeni 


BETTING: 2-1 UMU, M Hyde Parte, 10880 Aft Dane®, 7-i 
Incepts, 12-1 L-Eatahis Figure. 

FORM VERDICT 

Ttefeyh common* a small Held owe todayfe fast 71 look Hoof 
tor HYDE PARK who can fuiS the promiae he showed htra 
back In NowmtaE Mhfld Is probably better an Rjresand, 
whle A|*g Dancer Is herd to win vrih, L ‘Eatable Fleurie is 
cut ol farm and (ncepta Is mae»ig al l» rwab on much weras 
tarms than b a tandeep. 


3 3Q| SILKS SUITE 


(E) 


HANDICAP 

£3,500 added 3YO 1m 2f 

1 04882 ROLLING WO (71) P rtolaT) 8 7 CLoaftiarlO 

2 *>* AN EXECUTIVE DO pS) P Hasbm 9 BP Goods (7] 4 

3 001-4 QUESTUAW(14)(C)M Charon 9 4 Candy Mentos 

4 0305-2 TRAGIC DANCER (IB) KMcAiiffe 83. -A CuOranel 

5 OCE-5 PBMCE CONSORT (14) S WBarrs 9 1 Dane OTM 2 

6 0056- AZIHAAM (48) N Graham 8 tL -A(M3 

7 004-3 BffiE COSMONAUT (17) A Mewarrt* 8 « 

S Drowns 5 

8 56868 SWING JOB (48) TMfeBB L Carter TI 

9 88334 MALOBK (3) P Howtog 8 5 J Quinn B 

D 08085 5UPEHSOB (7) R Mans 7 1) GB8ntaeA9 

n 3056-4 SIMPSONS DOMAM (119 JS Moore 7 toPFssaty 7 

-11 declared - 

Unmurr M UXj. Tanhdndeap»eigncSupettob7a9ai. Ship- 
son's Domain 7a6fi> 

BETTING: 7-Z Rolling RJo, 81 TVaglc Dancer, MatohBi, 81 Ques- 
tuary, 7-1 An Encuthra Do, Babe Coamonaut M otftera 

form verdict 

The riep 141 to todays C&D traugtn aboui improvement In top 
wei^u R OLLING RIO. who eras oear ol toe remancter when 
second to aHhe-way mrtner Cholcedory here last Bme. On 

» worse terra he should Mst about be able to confirm Ns 

ajpairityovaitteHtLMaftirikwfeaineifTOughtttetoirth 

Zota gwes hm ihe beatrg of Tregfe Dancer. Best ofswre- 
mander rruy be Bebe Cosmonaut. 


4.00 


3.00 


HANSOM CLASSIFIED STAKES 
(CLASS E) £3,500 added 71 
0260 HYDE PARK {IZHC} S» M PlesccC 5 3 O C Nutter 2 
4021-4 INCEPTA (10) P McEniae 4 9 T) jGotobed(7)3V 
08261 TAKHUD (11) (D) D Otamar 6 9 O ACuthawS 
42333 AJG DANCER ( 10 ) M Ganrun 4 9 4 JOSmBhpn 
14480 LCSTABLE FLBfRIE (21) (COJ S &njn 4 8 4 . 

.... ... — R Stodhokna (5) 4 

-5 declared - 


PHAETON HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£2,750 added 3YO 6f 

' S,MPrKcal:37 --.C Nutter 10 

4 4Q1-S DREAM ON (171(0 (BF) G LMoore9 6__ ... . 

? *“ aWALEW mi'Pte&n 95 . 

4 000-31 OHISAYfSll&eGtefcwaygsPFiwSma 

5 SCWM BANNWGHAMBflffiZE( 1 S)(D)DMdxfcB 12 _.. 

5 axHs om6hd gszer (7)r ^r8 V! C °!T !! 

-0 0D6M RUSSIAN VEOTT (6) M Omn 7 ^ 

„ - 10 declared - 

Rafarta.OhlSey .81 CanaAnMn 
7 1 Benfthighain Breeze, 81 Draam On Ite, KM olhere 

FORM VERDICT 

Tlw qwtfne ER1NVALE has good dahs Most hk 

a rejLen 10 Icrm a SoulhneD las: rime. Is tfUeresenn n Me n 1 


IS 


It 


RACING RESULTS 


ISDdl 


WE WILL BE LISTING OTHER COUNTIES 1 RESTAURANTS 
ADDRESSES THROUGHOUT THE WEEK 


Thnwe MU cbmUmm. 

o1 ^ ^ 4543 mu*L >ockx»e (o«r o4 rtm eve wl rn T>«| kvsrtMrr.Cm ina Tt» On wnh 

O—^stoee V*. -JVNW TO ca**-*, nywhmNf Jftr, 9, ,r~, Or rxv* Crt x „ smt ^ ^ ^ rttumnJ ^ ^ ^ Tr3smrtB -fc 

sen "tec Tfansute art ereulci Vidor-, x 3 JSfa awnj *1 f«0 ana 

^ _ j „ , ._ - _ ■■■ ■— a rrswTrt >rwi tnr arreorv. FTttors »air Tcmmete earn a fte cv 

M an~« M tfw W ate ram a rtirgoatom! errtr lor a twi ^jpWaon faro ««i 
“L" 61 s «4- 1**" JBU. iJ-ah n w, ler we Wi erd -e«ui 

X! I38CU . iw,’! v* a* aw an >c. nxoci ol tour tail The ua brfow s coreo same ef janj raptes 


Wrt irj“ <arcd x. XT. S.OK. m manr. » retumre S«! art to TrasmrtB am*, 

3 ^ Jteurrv-are. C-asIte Cart! or Annjnd pKi a eeted «« atehorrtepc Ike artowS VBor. m s B-fc »»! te fce^ 


•- tile 


WETHERBY 

Gomg: Salt - Howy n places 

1.15: (2m pjvenite novice hurufe] 

1. UNIFORM 5 Durack 4-5 lev 

2. Bhutan — —P NJven 12-1 

3. Grade Grey —— — R Farram 25-1 

Also ran: rt-4 FtowBrOCame. x>i Sdtord. 
H-1 Stone Beck («h), 20- 1 Court Otowi 
7 ran. 4 Tl, w wmnet cfcKinut % by Un- 
timmout of rrachoMvm. tmned by Mos S 
HeS al Mddoham, lor Colin Plans) Tbto. 
E1S0: £110 S24Q Dial Forecesr E3DQ Com- 
puter Stragnr Forecast: £tW5 

1 .4®: ( 2 m novtco chasej 

1. FOUNDRY LANE 

Mr A Dempsey evens fcnr 

2. Independent Grey Mr J Crowley 14-1 

3. Foreshore Man A S Smith 25-1 

Also: 5-4 Tom S*. 50-1 Clawring (4th) 

5 ran. UL ah-hd. cfci. (Winner tMv geldtng 
By MtoKJ our of £ow. trairied Sy Mri M Rev- 
etey. 41 SaKburn. for A SharralU HHk 
£ 220: CU0, C250 DF tftDO CSF CW97 

Z.15: ( 2 m 41 noyefc novice ruaiei 

1. PROMINENT PROFILE 

— C UowoDyn 9-4 

2. Master Pilgrim ..N WIIBamson 84 lav 

3. CsriNjry Cross H PflcGnnh 7-2 


Also: 14-1 Mpsdowbar*. Wag The Brush. 
28 1 Sumo <6th|. 33-1 Casual Cal (Sth). 48 

I Global Legend (4th). 100-1 Edatono. 
Wfliam of Orange. 200-1 Pou Nau. 

II ran. KX dfeL Vf. fi, & (Winner cfiesteuf 
gounng by Ateaad out o i Njkvru tramed 
N Twetori-Osvles, al Cheltenham, tor The Sw 
Pannerehipl Tde. 1350: ClAft CIV. CU30 
DF: E42Q CSF' ESS4. 

2.45: (3mJl handcap chase) 

1. ISLAND CHIEF R Suppki S-1; 

2. Shore Options — L Wyor &-1 

3. Naughty Future — — fl McGrath 5-1 
Also 9^ fav Flat Top (4lh), 5-1 Feels Like 
Goto, w-i Hags Way, 16-1 A N C Express 
7 ran. n.lTZWmerbaygakingbvCjr- 
tmgtonl Casfflo ouf of Run P*MY Run. 
I railed by P Etearaort, al Brandst* tor 
George D*jetlToto:W7D:Cf5q £330 OF: 
DS40CSF £2746. 

3.15: (3m If handicap hurdel 

1. BIRKDALE W Dowling 5-1 

2. WofrtcosliilottHJl W Mara) on 8-1 

3. For OMKri..-.. p NW" W 

Also: 6-4 lav The Butlerwtok Wd (5th). 8 
l («h). 6-2 Ycmg TlTustor. W-i Dou- 
ble Strike (4th). 

7 ran. 12. Si 7. 5 IV. (W<nnw0nT0***re I 
by fkrxliei out ol Ctonrochn Lady, trained 


by LLungo. at Cammerstown. tor Edward 
Brtbecfc). TWk £4flo. £y:£o of- 
£3350 CSF: £3531 

3.45: (2m rvovea turns) 

1.SAMAKAAN ..N WKRamson 1811 fav 
2. CHIrt Wardance — ...„R Farram 6-1 

S.Rahree LWynr 81 

Also: 7-2 Dangemian (4th). ffi - 1 0,*#^ 
50-1 The Gptel («h). 100-1 Merry Chna- 
mas (5th), Rocky My Boy. SU Fnwidi 
9 ran. 3*. 2 V . KX 5 ia f Winner by gotOtnq 
by Darshonn out ol Samaaanj tra««d by 
KAss Waneta Wlfcams at Heroford, tor Lady 
Homs). Tote: £170; Clto. CLOO C2lG tv 
C7BQCSF:Efi35. 

Placepot: £695(1 Quadpat: £2120 
PtoC* 6: £6202. Piece 5: C 3*2? 

SOUTHWELL 

Con's. Standard 

1«h 1- NO SHOES NO NEWS fACmtarei 
14-1: 2. Lucky Touch 4-7 tn,. n Amn-iu, 
14.1 8 ran. 4. 37- 1 M Buck fay. Upp^HoIrv 
rtcyl Tote: £W). C17D D2C Cun dp ts«i 
CSF: £1935. NR. Blue Hopper 
1 2W. 1. LADY PEPP1ATT fS Dr-awnei Q.: 
2. Ultra Calm 7-2. 3. Cyra M g rBI1 ' 
r*_hd (J Moore. Andmer) Tote: £S30- w ?n 
£L7Q fill DF C1SD0 CSF. CjTiii 


l‘£^£ H i NABeRRY ® ci. 

1 ?;, 1 • All Alone 2-1 fas 

1 (M Brrtlaln. WartoB). Ttote: 

^0- CL80, E12Q DF; enai CSF: 

t 1 *™ iricast: £325.ta 

it* 1 ; “JJRWAL HOCK (J Q±m) 82 
;;*i f a Jt tev: 3. A Dez 20-1 16 

Tbte^^«^ Nawconnll3a - BamSfapteV. 

wS! TrtCas1: 529,17 Tote Trifecta: 

JoiSfSEl i!™ 8 ® <* P«WJ 5-2 tar 

sSSaWtfassar 

SS irEX? 0 0w»» * 1 ; a. 

*■ 

p l9copott £23SQ QuoSpot £2300 
5^ tuttted his 15th 

sS£S, n aroer al 

Maeauhre'jysfe Norma 
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Business can 
pick up after 
winter break 



The Toiseach heads 
for Yorkshire Chase 
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THE GOOD news for Britain's 
-.y drainers over the last couple of 
weeks has been that Paul 
NichoDs’s horses have been 
enjoying a midwinter break. 
The bad news, as announced by 
a treble at Kempton on Satur- 
day, is that the batteries have 
been recharged, and they are 
now ready to pick up where 
they left off. 

But there is one important 
exception. Nicholis will be hop- 
ing that See More Business, the 
best chaser in his yard, can pro- 
duce anything but a repeat 
performance of his last outing 
when he runs in the Pillar 
Chase at Cheltenham this 
weekend. See More Business 
started favourite at 1 1-4 for the 
King George VI Chase on Bat- 
ing Day. a race be had won a 
year earlier, but was beaten be- 
fore the leaders had set out on 
the final circuit. Tteeton Mill, the 
j/inner, replaced him at the 
't'top of the Gold Cup betting, 
while See More Business was 
pushed out to an insulting 14-1. 

The reason, if any, for that 
desperate nun is as undear now 
as it was then, and the heavy 
going is all Nicholis can offer. 
“Often you have a reason either 
in the preparation or after- 
wards, but we've seen ab- 
solutely nothing," he said 
yesterday. “They called the 
ground at Keznpton the same as 
it was the year before, but 
there was no comparison, it was 


by Greg Wood 

much softer this year, and in the 
light of nothing else, that’s all 
we can put it down to. Some- 
times you get funny form on 
that sort of ground, and you’ll 
get a horse that looks excep- 
tional. When you get back to 
normal ground, the others 
come back to form." 

As Nicholis points out Sim- 
ply Dashing, another who ran 
poorly in the King George, re- 
turned a better performance in 
last Saturday’s Peter Marsh 
Chase, on going described as 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Celtic Season 
(Leicester 4.10) 

MB: Three Saints 
(Leicester 2.40) 


soft “See More Business is 
14-1 for the Gold Cup because 
he ran one bad race,” the train- 
er said, “but 1 don't think he's 
got any less chance than he had 
before the King George. If he 
runs like that again on Satur- 
day, we might have to put our 
thinkingcaps on, bull'll be sur- 
prised if he does.” 

The exact qualify of the po- 
tential opposition on Saturday 
will not be dear until this morn- 
ing. since only six entries were 
received for the Pillar Chase 
yesterday and the race has 
been re-opened. Since there is 


LEICESTER 


HYPERION 

1.40 Fortrfa Rosie Dawm 3.10 Astral Invasion 

?.10 King’s Banker 3.40 Cherry mo re 

2.40 Smarty 4.10 Tom Pinch 

GOING: Soft (Heavy patch by the wring post). Al chase carcL 

■ Right-hand, untUattng course Run-in of 2S0yd&. 

■ Cause Is 2m SE of city oft A£ Leicester station (London St Pancras - Sheffield 
ins) 2m ADMISSION: Chib £13; Thttoreatis M) (OAPs £6} Picnic car petit £25 admits 
car and tour occupants. Free racecards. CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 19-75 (253*). D Nicholson Tl-52 (212%). N Hen- 
doraon KK3e (313%1 Mm J Pitman 548 (W%). N TWtaton-Dnvtoe 7-29 (2A1%L 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy (297«b) A Maguire C-flO C0%i M A Frfzger- 
aid ti-50 p2%L J Osborne 7-37 ft&9%), G Brettey 7-30 (T7B%L W Mar a to n 7-71 (B9%L 

■ FAVOURITES: 94 whs from 275 races (success rale 342%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Jason’s Bay (4.10). 

[-1 Ami STONES BY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
| i .tv | £3 qoo added 2m If Penalty Value £2,310 

1 33MF1 FOUOW OE CALL p4) (DJPaipChlcfcai Co LW) DMcCah 9 n tl— AC Coyla P) 

2 .12F-UJ FORTHA ROME DAWN (IT) (U J ftonf Mss V Wtems 9 11 9 SKatiyP) 

3 aiGO RGHI1NG TRIES (12) (p) (Nek Shiite) Mss K Usds 7 71 3 VSfetteryV 

4 MGP35 SANDHI FT (19) (7 J Font Mss A SUM 70 to 7 CUmflynV 

5 40403 RB®BERSTAR(25) tGaardftmhwanSted) ADSmihfiOB G8oppta(3) 

_ j a 

BETTWaMI-IORifirta tote Dawn, 74 RttmDaCeB.51 RflMingTtaeMU HenwMwStt; 
20-1 Sandrtil 

Qa&NooonoipQttmgrac* 

f FORM GUIDE 

FoBow De CpU: Relumed to a shorter tr*» when successful at Utttwtor {2m. *rtt) test 
Ikie 9b out of ire hantficap lha dey and ruro oH a 5to htefrer mark here 
Partrtt Rosie Dawn: ftacf about tt tengttia ta hand when ra ai tipping her rider a the 
final fence at Wtarton (an good) last month. Disappointed at LuJow P’Am. good) 
next tree, but worth anther chance In the easier event 

Fighting Time: Sefing hunte winner {3ml l good to firm) last season tor Craig Snrth. 
Lost touch after the 5th on first rvxi lor new yard et Wincanton (2m, soft) thra month and 
mates Ns chasing debut 

Sandrift Maiden hurdter. has shown irtte aptitude for fences « 4 outings thb season 
Battered by her 3rd (btn 31 lengths) to Natto Charm at Vtterwfcfc Pm. good to soft) bat 
month 

Remember Sian Poor wing fixiSar. made nistates and faded up on her chasing debut 
kt March No show on her only oulng owr fences the season at Taunton £m3t good 
to soft) test month 

VERDICT A strait figftl between FoUow De CaH and FORTRIA ROSIE DAWN bate 
B«ortiycanciittcxiwah1ferwtaW«stto mare namtttyprafenedttaiiptto her reenttteaom- 
(feting only Nice ta her last 7 oultags over fences She put fei a sound rouid tt jumping uiti 
brtxfemg and unseattag Sane Kotiy when aboulS lengths ta command at Wtacarrton test 
morth end deserves a change of tack. 

(o ini BROOK MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS F) £3,000 added 
CZ 111 1 2m Tf 110yds Penalty Value £2^13 

.1 .2352 EVB7 BLESSH1 (79] (BF) (The Ever Bead Partnorabo) Ms J Pitman 7 11 BJ3 Fwtion 

2 MOP HEJ«ALWBE{1t()CT-IFW»MB6ASttM7fl6 GaryLpxw 

3 53F34 KENTISH BAHD (17) (Ms Gorttai F^sper) N Graiea 7 11 6 CUnrtyn 

4 /32F2- HNGT> BANKER pB8) (D) (W) (J E H Cods) N Ffencfarsai 8 H 6. — MABtafaraid 

5 PMd* PURE ABUJA) (MaCVhJo) Mrs CHdsT 11 B .MKatgNaym 

fi 1/FB BASKSMN (25) PD (BemanJ Kfiay) G BBUrg 8 TI 6 —SPoor 

7 435 REOEX COIMSJ (52) (BF) (M Tucker) J Upson 7 n 6 JSrppfe 

B 1FJ5 1REH0MEST POACHER (IT) (H (Die Honed Poeci'es3)HDBly8H 6 .RBafcray 

S 40PR- TIGBi PAWS (283) (D) (3 Ms S R Hope) P R WttXW 9 T1 1 RGwiKy 

-9 declared - 

11-10 Wntfa Banker, 2-1 Em Brand. M Karitah Bari. IB-1 tWtraCouriK.1M Rrah- 
20-1 The Honwl Pnache; StM others 
^ 896: No coneapondng race 

FORM GUIDE 

Ever Biassed: Type to wsl over fences. Placed in usefri company war fudea S lengths 

second of 3 to No Ratrea h novice chase at Newbwy emit good). Shorid etsy 3m 

Acts heavy. The one to bare an hurries and chasing farm 

Herbal Wise: Ran out In an Irish point No show in bumpers aid novice tarda 

Kentish Beni: PronWng enough owr hurdes but three runs w fences thb term have 

seen plenty of jranplng errors- Tr^j shouU suK. but a flaky proposition 

Nag’s Baikar. Placed n three novtoa hundes, 3-13 when berian length by Onion at 

Wkicaimn ^n6t good to softy Hrded at aomohaig better agahst Good Lord Misphy 

at Sendown time tiekn. but W 2 out interesting cnasa debutant 

Pun Ain Sent otf ri between 40-1 and 200-1 al start* accomptehing Bde 

Rashshhn Wbn maiden poW h kefend In JBBI. Little promise on nira debut In novtea 

chasa WfeB beaten at Chetertam red lime whwi ha had no chance and «ns not given 

hard r*a In hot contest won !y Ma^dou Capable of britar 


£30.000 on offer; this might 
seem like a feeble effort by 
Britain's owners and trainers, 
but it is only feir to point out that 
the Peter Marsh, and the Hen~ 
nessy Gold Cup at Leopard- 
stown a week on Saturday, are 
tempting alternatives. 

An altogether more modest 
race, at Wincanton on Thurs- 
day. will see the debut of 
Nicholis* second possible Gold 
Cup contender; Double Thriller 
He was just another hunter 
chaser less than a year ago, but 
then so too was the horse that 
he beat in a race over the Gold 
Cup course and distance last 
April - a grey called Teeton Mill 

That form - Double Thriller 
won by 12 lengths - was enough 
to persuade Stephen Winstan- 
Iey, Teeton Mill’s owner that he 
should try to add Double 
Thriller to his string of horses. 
He failed, but he is not the only 
punter to appreciate his po- 
tential. Double Thriller was 
66-1 for the Gold Cup a few 
weeks ago, but is now half 
those odds with many bookies. 

“If it hadn’t been for what 
Teeton MSI had done after that, 
you would not even be thinking 
about the Gold Cup for him," 
Nicholis said. “Bot obviously 
that can't have been bad form, 
although he’s got a lot to prove 
yet from the handicap point al 
view. We've been pleased with 
him at home and he schooled 
well this morning, and whatever 



THE TOISEACH will try to re- 
coup Hennessy Cognac Gold 
Cup losses In the Great York- 
shire Chase at Doncaster on 
Saturday, for which 31 entries 
were confirmed yesterday. Sent 
off a well-backed 5-1 shot at 
Newbury. James Hanshawe's 
seven-year-old was pulled up 
approaching the last after 
weakening from four out, but is 
said to be in good form now. 

Martin Todhunter has three 
entries in Colonel In Chief, 
Chipped Out (who has a 61b 
penally for an Ayr victory) and 
Maitre De Musique. He said: 
“Maitre De Musique is the 
most likefy runner - if he gets 
in. He ran we9 there last time 
[beaten a neck by NosamJ. 
Colonel In Chief runs on Friday 
and Chipped Out is also entered 
at Ayr on Saturday so I’ll wait 
and see what both races look 
like before deciding. But I 


ANTE-.P05T 
U P DAT E 


By Ian Davies 

wouldn't mind having a go with 
Chipped Out" 

Some Great Yorkshire en- 
tries are also in the Ladbroke 
Trophy Chase at Cheltenham. 

Tiutchev has shortened as 
favourite for the Tbte Gold Tro- 
phy following his six-length vic- 
tory in the Lanzarote Handicap 
Hurdle at Kempton, while 
Istabraq, a facile winner at 
Leopardstown on Sunday looks 
sure to start the hottest 
favourite for the Champion 
Hurdle since Comedy Of Errors 
was beaten at 4-6 by Lanzarote 
in 1974. 

LADBROKE TROPHY HANDICAP CHASE 
(Chotanftam, Satuntay) Ladbrokes: 9-2 
Even Ftow. Papion, S-1 Cyter lA3tta (with 0 
runl. IT-2 jamfe 6-1 Moriew Forte M-Snmg 
Gate. 7-1 Or Leant, 10-1 oftere. 


GREAT YORKSHIRE HANDICAP CHASE (3m) 

Hone (Tonefn^u Coal VAnKS Lslinkss Santo* late 


EwnRow(TCa-evni*b) 7-1 7-1 7-1 7-1 7-1 


GMCf We (i OrtKtttmbl 7-1 8-1 7-1 S2 3-1 


»r Srong &k (PfimctoL'IISHtt 9-1 


CBfWiwjr U Krg,TferHfe) 14-1 



Sol By The stare |H Oafe n&fc) H-i 


OappriaulMIortMte'tkSH 20-1 


The exciting Majadou, already a Cheltenham winner, has a double Festival entry 


he does on Thursday, he'll im- 
prove, but they all do the same 
sort of work at home, so you 
can’t say whether they’re a 
Gold Cup horse or not He likes 
Cheltenham, but the next few 
weeks will tell us whether well 
be going there for a Gold Cup 
or a handicap." 

Looking further ahead, the 
list of contenders for the Royal 
& SunAlliance (Novice) Chase 
at the Festival was published 
yesterday, and the name of 


Martin Pipe cropped up time 
and again. He supplies 10 of the 
88 si tries, including UnsinkaWe 
Boxen Potentate and the five- 
year-old ex-French Majadou, al- 
ready a winner over fences at 
Cheltenham, who also features 
prominently in the betting for 
the Arkle Challenge Trophy 
(Novice* Chase. 

■ Lingfield will hold an in- 
spection at 10am today to de- 
termine ‘ prospects for 
tomorrow's jumps meeting. 


■ Julio Peromingo. who trains 
at Maisons-LafStte, stages a 
rare French raid on PontweU 
today, when he saddles Litcba- 
nine for the Selsey Novices' 
Chase. The six-year-old bas 
been camp ai gned at f^gnp ei on 
the Mediterranean coast and 
last month was twice a strong- 
finishing runner-up over fences 
at around today's distance. 
Patrice Julien’s mount flopped 
when stepped up in grade 16 
days ago and was pulled up. 
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Reflex Courier: Modest term in novice chases. M lengths aeccnd to Vy Boy al PUnp- 

km &rra. good to boHJ. Longer tip wS sun. but he has plenty to find 

The Honest Poacher Vtory £ghCy faced, maiden port «ma n 1995. 20-1 «ml-beelen 

tea of 5 flnsheis in decent novice ctaae at Wan*** on rettro 

Tiger taws: Low-grade ponter test season, but dd m a raoe 

VERDICT: Kentish Bant *fl «n races if he gate ns juipng act together and the k pi- 
ly -faced Rt tckhi stxxirf erarxualy prove capable of a lot better, but they watt be te^ey 
ipeaiMk«etaftcte& here pitted agaest EVER BLESSED end Khtg’sBtetkcr. Thepckcn 
thee turtles fixm the par shatt prove usefte recnits to cheang. Eva Bteseed b nernmly 
preferred fetawfeg hb aaferfadory ehasng debut at Npwtxry. 

9 Aft [ RABBIT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £4,000 added 
^■^ u l 2m 7f 110yds Penalty Value £3,262 

1 33-3RJ SISTER ROSZA (31) (P Lamjrreni Us S Lamymafl 71 It T1 MAFfcgenH 

2 55-21 P JOWIDnuUU (IB) (ArtiBw Jertcns) PR Wfert»8 T1 8_. — ROarriny 

3 5P-3P0 FOOLS BVMM) (14 (Ms Ctett Ftesel) G Baking 9 ft 5 SFoxV 

4 3-5444 FLAPJACK LAD (40) (D) (T H Ortiey) N TwefonOrees DIM .-.CLfewelyn 

5 M2H BOLD ACTION (41) (Ms S^e Btol^eyi J Tuner 8 Tl 3 R Supple 

6 04-BP UAWCA (31) (D) (Me R CferBI M Docs 9 V 12 RThcmton 

7 P45F1 SMAHTY p6) (Ms T Bcunj Ita J Ptonsn 6 fl B- BFtettnB 

8 5-LT2F TROIALLT ps) [Stevori Racing Psnrentvp) T George 8 tilt TJertes 

8 2F4SP TWEE SAMIS (41) (Danger Caness Cedogen) H Daly t)t>B A Maguire B 

O 40006 PINK ON (31) (Mi MagM Francs) I* Ueegher 12 10 4 C UeConnac* (3) V 

if 23P33 SPACE CAPPA (25) (D)(D G Stephens) Mra V Stephens n SO Mss V Stephen# 

C 1-6PR DEELQUAY(19)(MsJRBuddey)MsJBuciiMy0no Wtemtae 

0 2N46 ALASKAN HBR (28) (C) (J Buren) ASbeela 8 tl 0 Ga/y Lyons V 

IMnunmght ltM. Twe handicap wogtC: Doe/ Quay 9st T2te. ftaskar Hoa 9sl &b 
BETTING: 9-4 Srorty; 6-1 BcM Action, 7-1 Iterate. KM SaierRoBa, Fteftfedt Lad, llamlca. Space 
Oppe. 1M odiare 

199ft Docs Dtemntt fi n i Gary Lyons B-i (D Shari 6rat 

FORM GUIDE 

Stater Roszs Below tom blest eiart bur refafcto erough on prerous atederce and tevxtt 
prove effective L«tertne6e ccrxttors. Exposed however 

John Dntmm: Frort-nmnef. Inconastent and ynito recspiure farm of test season, but 
stl vrm poa race sft Fontwel (2nGL hera ^ LkvnNen a Me bp 
Foote Errand; Vfen 3-rumer rse rt March W87 Mostly way below tarot srea encour- 
agemetTt hare only from mariad tel In ete l^ tie and m flpp fcjati on of vnor 
FtepjKk Lad; Won two hancScaps A Chepsw* test spmg Now 71b beta* teal vrrting 
irterit after poor efforts this term Also beepn tut season badly 
Bold Action: Good start to chastag career; second oJ NewcasflA and wiving aJ hex- 
ham (3mH hewy). Lass convtactag on faate* grant next Hme 
Manticac 7-tenglh wrlrrer at Hexham (2m4l heavy) and good IhhJ next time ftw affert 
over 3m a htarttingdon Wea start but had tom at the trp earfiar n caraar 
Smarty; Shaped wel (bur tel} whan bfrfcared tost ttne- Won poor maiden chase at Wtar- 
vwcfc (3m2l good to so«) 5 weeks teter by 2i tengttm meWng most Less ot a atrerwra 
test two h a ba of a worry, but 7fc rtac tor tfrt vrei looks torrent 
TtBmaii: 21 -tength wtaner of gunner novtaas hanticap a Bangor |2m4l sdMJndone 
by jonping errors on bis three other races owr fences First try a 3m 
Tlwee SaWa: Vtfel treated on hs form of two bbbsoos ago Occa8ionaJ hro of retain- 
ing that abflty. tachidng on reappearance Non-stayer Mr 4mif nan lime 
Pfnk Gin: Has shown wry Jttte over Jha test ^months 

Space Cappre Unconvemg on vaa majority of efforts over past two years, but man- 
aged WA fengths third atliuteon (3m. heavy) two starts aga 58j tower here 
Deal Ouey: Stayer who acts on soli (pound, winner a Market Rasen in Aprl Unto form 
since untf visored first Sme tetast start, but facea 3tiff tas* on that tarot 
Alaskan Hein Effective at 3m on soft tut exposed and 6b out of the hancicap 
VERDICT: Juttplng errors hare severely hmdered ThanuM. who moM Mhanvoe be 
an trterostng contender, wf* tast-wno^ut ettorta coatt against Uamfca and Bold Ac- 
tion. Flapjack Lad haa a longer rui of poor form to overcome but is on an attractive 
mark now; he dkf not coroe to hand unti March test season Al of the above have to be 
ccnaderwi aenoosty; wMe several of the ahere ateo ten a chance, but it Is very hard 
to gst away tram SMARTY vrtw won so aesay on his tens start That appeared to be a 
markeefy rrproved pertormence and this race b over 2'M shonac but he b only a 6yo 
MKt the chances are that Smoty nra a significant aroouN n hand on form today. 

— 7n] DANIEL LAMBERT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 
■ 1 v 1 added 2m If Penalty Value E2,768 

1 -16T1 PLAY GAMES (USA) (27) CT (JO Brawn) R lean 1H2 AMagdre 

2 «W3 CBfTMIR acPflESS (24) (D) pfj ffeerg) A S%bW 7 11 9 — te A HtzgerWd 

3 502331 MACHAUNIpB) (ifAsDAGarrtt^TGetX^ifi C 12 CUamByn 

4 230-0 REACH THE CLOUDS (4? (D) (BF) (Wttfeharo Raong IX) J L^jaxt 7 IJ T.-JSappte 

5 M6B2 ASTRAL IfWASKJH PA) (CO) <E'M*titten.R&08W)T1Iftl 800 GsyLyewB 

6 -RJ60 Q9( AL HAffiS (41) (D) (De BarfStoose CanieCteacy) D UcCad 8 TJO—5 nynno 

4«n»niim waa/t: tax. Tim nanOtap wolgtt: £Oen Al tttOeeb W JOfii 

BETIING: 54 PlOf Owes. 3-1 Radi The Ctoote, 7-2 Astral fenmtan, 4-1 UacfcaHni. M Centaur 

Express, 20-1 Bran Al Hotaesb. 

B06. No ooneqxnttg taca 

FORM GUIDE 

Play Games: Most conastant titis season and nw tor the 4th tme from 5 outings at 
Stretford pnit aoh) test month Hso Sound some week racae and more to do dl an 8b 
higher nark 


Centaur Express Frora-nmer. b not robust Bnaugh to cany big weights and m oft 
the same mark as when 3rd (beteen 1 y, & 4) d Fotow De Cal and Astral krvasron (30 
worse off) al Lmoxeter (2m softj last tine Looks waghted to to ha best 
MachaBni: Ran Wbeequert Kempton winner Bucktand Lad to a no at Windsor pm. good 
to soft) test month. Appears to jirt stay 2m, so the tesuig ooraee wfl be agatost hro 
Reach The Clouds: Consistent handcap Natter test season and made a successful 
start to his ehasng career ar Foftastona (2m, good to soft) n Norember. 3rd oft a 7b 
Ngher mark next ome and scope tor xirtraremBnt 

Astral Invasion: Raised 3b after hfc aid to Falow De Cal at UttoxEter (2m. soft) last 
txrre Course and dstance wxvrer off thb mark and met tendcappad (33to better off tor 
IV* lengths) with Play Games on the* running at Hereford last season 
Bren Al Habeeb: "feted off test 2 outings over hudtes and tacky winner of anil h eap 
hdte at Bangor in November. Fel and pUfed up (broke blood vessel) on his 2 runs over 
fences this season 

VERDICT The handeepper has cau^t 141 with Ptoy Games who has been astateiy placed 
by Richard Lee Rort-nmngCanteurEtgireMkrataflictytocamebacktoihefieldanihs 
testing corse so the cltcioe toote to be between Astrel Invasion and REACH THE CUXIDS. 
The tartar's tied to Naive Flng at Hereford test month b begnrtag to took tBasonabte form 
with tuner-up Hang'em Out lb Dry writing hb nart two racas. white Astral tevason holds 
Cretan ErqyBBs on titeir UBotenOTPQ and b wet hanckapptid w«h Ptey Games 

|o wnl DICK CHRISTIAN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5^50 
°™l added 2m 4t 110yds Penalty Value £3348 

1 166-1U KING ON THE RUN Oq(D)(BF) (lady Harm] DNchotan Gil 10 Altagutre 

2 JF3G2 CARDIAC ARREST (ZR (Deal ZbitmaittftsH Kri^v fih 4 — JQftrty 

3 /CM CHERRYMORE (24) (Tfcbal Htirtrs) k*s J Ftonan 8 Tt 4 8 Ration 

4 H-03F MAKOUNJt(FR)(17)(ncbenMtieyConBn|Ntbndsson5ti)2_. „NAFtegeraid 

-Attedrecd- 

BETTINQ; 10-H llakounfi. 5-2 Ctrenyraore, 11-4 Ktag On The Run, 12-1 Cardiac Arrest 
sea Ate Thti Butter 7 tl 4 A P IfcCoy W (« Pipe) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

King On The Run: Vttan his only Irish palnt-k>pairs n ¥^7. Smart novice hurttier test 
season and )unped wei to win hb chase babul « Vthnviek P’fea good) in ttnembet 
Unseated ndaral the 9th next time; but remans a bnght prospect 
Cartflac Aireeb Placed once from 2 outnga in ktth ports test seasoa Promexig first 
run over fences when 2nd to Traido at Stratford (Ernst soft) tea month 
Cherrymore: Has dtiwvn usehi form owr terte&though has ahvays looked the type 
to do better over fences Ran as rt he needed the outiig when 4th to Mooreb on hb 
reappearance owr hutlee tti Newbtry pm, heavy) 

■Htorenp: IMnnar war (unties in Frarree inekattg twioe at AutetA. Not tool perfect be- 
fore tiring te Bth tyi firar outing owr fences at Sandwm P'Am. good to soft) thb month 

VERDICT: Makaunfi came ham France «nh& tag reputation, but took a firefly too many 
on her ehasng bon at Sendown last tine and fel at the first of the raiway fences She has 
th e potan baJ to make her mart* owr fences, but feces serious, mate «i King On The Run and 
CHERRYMORE. Ktag On The Ra\ has the advantage in re^arferce. but has to concetto 6b 

[Tinl CROXTON PARK HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £3,000 
r»- IU 1 added 2m 4t 110yds Penafty Value £2,427 

1 505-2F CELTIC SEASON (68) (Feu No feirps Partiarhpj Ite H Kn^yn 7HS...J Citiloty 

2 08225 JASOfTS BOY (T7) P)W£ Jmeat J U Qracfey 9 Tl 6 _J* A Rtegerbd B 

3 5W5P RffStLDCHp) HksMRfeykrjATumef D115 RGreiftfr 

4 OMFF TOM PteCHfi*) Oh# fern fttoi Partwerg^ G Baking on i 8 Fenton 

5 -syzP teLOICUAN(22)(n)(Ltog9CnBsParWrato}BUflwelyn11Dt3 . .RThortttn 

6 -3033 UPHABTS FABLE (USA) (HHP)(»sGCUfftnHn)TGe^eaoi— -SWpne 

7 -44003 SENSE OF VALUE (1 8) IDonaK Smart) JSmfi OHO -WlteBtunB 

-7«tedBrad- 

Mbmrtiwrtc lost. True handtn? wagN; Serbsa 01 Ifekw 13b. 

BETTING: 7-4 CeWe SoaBon, 5*2 Jraonf Boji 3-lTbnr Pfech, KM LypMrtfs Fable, 14-1 KeSo 
Me Men, IB-1 RseaMoach, 2&1 Sense Of Win 
S98: No corras po ndhg race 

FORM GUIDE 

Cette Season: Promising first effort rarer forces when 2nd a Exeter t2mll good) and 
n with every chance n«t txne when fee 4 out a* Whcarton carfit good). 

Jason's Boy; Out® consistent, but often vitinerabie in a finish and bfrtored first tine. Is , 
9b towa than when wtaring last season ant thte tocte hb ires chance tar some tne 
Reeehloch: Returned bom a 2-month fey-off when pUted tp 3 out al Doncaster (2m. 
good to soft) test week. Kto promtoe in 2 other outings this setsonandstfl a madon raw , 
twees 

Tbm Pinch: Fel on hb test 2 outings (1 fit A 9thL Out sotxto performance on chasing debut 
at Taudon (2m3L good) tea month when 3id to Fourth to Urn end Connaught Creckac 
Good tirence it he car repea that form 

HeBo Me Marc Seems bettor over ttiidfes than fences and was never gong we! las 
time whan puled in before 2 out at FOtestone ^n5t soft) n the race won by First in- 
stance v«h JastxVe Boy 2nd (bearer 9 lengths} 

LyphanTe Fable: Seteig tentier. fetttie improvement owr fences and looked one paced 
when 3rd ibeaWi to 1 /, lengths) to Orphan Spa a Rtikestone (amBtoottl bet Bme. 

Sense Of Vtitue: Malden owr fancee. tated-off test of 3 fineiwra behind Annie Buckers 
a tbweester p , /*m, heavy) Iasi troa This tifj b aganet hkn so he seerra bettor owr 2m 

VERDICT: Jesonfe Boy has na ahvays found much a the finish. C eMc S e ason looks 
capabte of defying top weight if he can raiercome aiay cti, but TOM PfMCH b wmh one 
more charrca AHtrough he hra come to grief In hb test hwi outings he Etoowed promise 
when thad to ftxrth to Line at Thunkm test month The waxier hoe fetiowed 141 at New- 
bury ant Heydock the Betecran may cortilim the promise he showed on ns reappeat- 
ance betbid Native Wng owr hurdtes at Sandown last month. 


UajorBMlAKhtansytlSt) S-1 3>1 


ftrtitoenl (M hftmmoxl'Tbntb) 25-1 25-1 25-1 25-1 25-1 


AANtilAterfiAsSBadturaaftal 25 1 33-1 251 25-1 25i 


CBrfiagtDRt(tete(TGaxgB%t7M 33-1 


GtenaoglaPDdtoyTEm]) S-1 251 251 251 33-1 


Go BrfWc (D NdotaVQsfl 33-1 251 33-1 33-1 251 


LMyKitigK(]GftQntni32tfi 33-1 33-1 251 251 S-i 


Rver UnsHon U M JdRStnSSKU 33-1 33-1 33-1 33-1 33-1 


Symbol Of Scares PlUfansfeSbl 33-1 33-1 33-1 33-1 33-1 


Kmekte King pShEnMxxntetifc) 40-1 33-1 331 33 1 40-1 


Noyes (KRpVU2b) 33-7 40-1 331 331 40-t 


Htettf Boston (RWoothouseWSb) 50-1 B6-1 50-1 GS-1 B6-1 


« 3 1 na Or* 22 1 » nn ttrewr H)sL EoUhm/s oarer Bk wife pbas r. Z 3 < (Oreaset Sad 


TOTE GOLD TROPHY H’CAP HURDLE (2m tlOyds) 
Horae (WneriWeghO Cert TftaHB Latibntitre Stantoy fete 


Twidrev ID NchOson^sCb) 52 52 31 11 4 31 


Whts Sank (U Pfeentaab) 51 7-1 5i 51 51 


Nomadic (N tfeade 14-1 C-i 131 14-1 14-1 


Ooetag 1 ffifid(UPipeh 1 d«) w -1 H -1 151 141 151 


Bate Gat p FaEhare&tttti U-i u-i 1 51 12-1 k -1 


DBcawiCEfplovWBb) 141 151 151 151 151 


Sarplctipitorattnfxirostt) 151 141 141 M-1 141 


Betetor(1ksVWfcrra115g >41 5-1 251 El 


CSaWDU0toT»1b} 251 251 251 251 251 


Pt*r Prosper* 251 251 tr\ 25 


feaaTtiB Spresca (WP^»T5saj) El El El El 25 


Ifltteigtti Legend |D rttrtsorvTWfifc) 251 20-1 251 251 25i 


SkfefcrttJCAWsHW El 251 251 251 351 


lftmrekegtoNteEadHiey4gBSrneoofak.)iteti9l I 234|Nmtxiy.Sanb)t iSfelxiay# 


ARKLE (NOVICE) CHASE (2m) 
Horae flranai Goal MnW Udxokra 


HxBang(MttincA) 51 5* 51 


'B«swDoltt(HFta9) 51 51 7-1 


UNadau^Rpe) - 151 51 


Kirtda (J Gtfbd) in Oi El 


RagdtipUbertes(P1khofe) M-1 El O-i 


AghweddaGateCIfete) 141 El 151 


Own Latter tJOId) C-1 72-1 151 


Gw DEatinrai M f^xt 


Eecheqra qtanerie odeb /feces >. 2 J (Deterbm Tuestbr 78 Mart 


CHAMPION HURDLE (2m 110yds) 
Hoaa[twwl Oral fen* Lxterote 


WtaraqiAPOBenAI) 1-3 47 47 T 


FrrebhHcAyFtfcJThy) 151 


WaMa Sands (URpet 251 251 251 20 


BtawtagMindtUPpei 25 1 251 251 30 


Data Star (JUJdteson) S-1 S-1 Si 


Grey Shot OBNdng) Si SI Si 20 


Happy Change (Vfas V Wflanci Si SI Si t 


SBBtatez HfcsVWBano) Si Si SI 37 


grenerre ate. akc« 1.2.3 (Oietertan Iresd^ iSAbrcfti 


ROYAL ft SUNALLIANCE (NOVICE) CHASE (3m If) 
Htxae (Barer) Goal IteMi Ladbmttt 


Mek Dundee EOGady,T) 4i 31 31 


UnskdabteBoBcartM^ie) 51 


IMadoulHtfoet 51 


omDtatoMltVftafe 


lord 01 Tic Rher (0 Sttinxxxf) 


btitiCaraMHangarvTI SI El 


ttrtmu#i(HDNy) SI El 


Eacfiwtoa qwdBr tie odek piacre 1, 2 3 (DEfesfam Htetrai^ 17 Uadi 


FQNTWELL 

HYPERION 

130 pagasonic 2.20 Utchanine 2,50 Effect- 
ual 320 Ariequln De Sou 3.50 Another 
Chancer 4.20 Stormhlll Stag 

GOING: Soft. 

■ Left-hand hurdte eotrea; f^B-of-eig« chasa corse. Tight 

ctaajtt, not sutiabie tor tangretrtrtng horses. 

■ Come a S of vttage at (unction of A29 and A27. Bamham 
station (Bdttinon - P o rtsmo u th 8ne) 2m. ADMISSION: Cfitt £73: 
Ibttareatis EB taxompaneti ureter- 169 tree): Stiver ffeng £5 
(OAPS halFprice). CAB PARK: Ptartie area E4 ptaa E5 far each 
occupant; rameindar free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■LEADING TRAINERS: P Nichofi* 26-56 pSAfe) M Pfoa 26-TJ1 
(2S7%i J Gifford 20-131 P53«). R Socttar M 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 37-W &32%\ P ffltte 21-123 
(771V R Dtravroody 1E88 (205*). J Oahoroe SSI (294*) 

i ■ FAVOURITES: 225-525 (423%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TONE: Enlpaue fi20) 


rTcrfl FAREHAM HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 

l 1,w i added 4YO 2m 2f lioyds 

1 60482 LORD OF LDVBOTCT DIMane 114 MrNWJyP) 

2 42U ROSOfWNTrtT) JAirtlrttl 4.-_ — — SttXW* 

3 F®4 SmjlSTS SECRET p5)MRpeTl 4 A P McCoy B 

4 0601 THE ROBE PO) A Ctatoti D O lOWJrfS 

5 02 /»Bti(8)Cito*bnt5tt. ^ ^_NWBhrwm 

6 5 PAGASONIC (13) GLUoora 8 fi PHMe 

7 Mia* rose (FBQRFira! 07 JRoM 

8 U344aW5lQWJUSlflSSp)Cltem*7 — - «f»CJ»tera 

-g declared - 

BETTING: 7-4 SaMart SeCM, 3-1 ffegasofe 7-2 The Robb 7-1 flobo- 

ra«.3UonJ0tUNta KM«Ywt.S1«haTi 


FORM VERDICT 

AttaSloaHngcontoaiwiihtittfetorapenteRobonrt.Sadtai’aS*- 
cretand RAGASOfflC * lotirteiaslhrough nangenra Placedoni and 
Wto* Rocfc. Rotnart camel be refed 14m ahfe^ Tbny McCoy wfl 
bekaentorittoflCom0badtwimercnSaitiertSecrte,txitPBEte- 
eonc fe fess exposed and just preferred 

\ 0 o ~ n ) SELSEY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,250 added 2m 3f 

1 fW-OR CAB*UJUS(lfSN(2q»aAJBowtirr6fl4^ DLaMiy 

2 0S>22P UnWftNWEptJfiqJfteareigofftjeilx — PJdIh 

3 3P/P2P Ufi JERVB (12) J GJftera C 11 4 — P«*te 

4 Nee IUJUJNroflp41tC0)ttF)Hfl0WBBtl4 J-Atoati 

5 0P1M aBBVANNBnvpo) (CD) B Smart 6174 - 

6 1-FSBSMHIB.{B8KBteey6fl4 NWMmtil 

7 P00Q3U SMART GOT (1 1) 1*8 L Jewel 7 71 4 T People* (7) 

8 8001 -P LA BRtGANTti£ (96) R Buddsr BUB — BPirart 

-Sdadared- 

BETTOG: 13-8 Utdrenkre, 52 Sk Saotiiei. 51 Mr Janta. 51 SSrafen 
Henry, 151 Mufttt* 12-7 L* Brigantine. 20-1 CribdU*, 33-1 Swrtttay 

FORM VERDICT 

SIRSAMUELtocted a bAtorteltve over terras an hb aittah debut 

tea KantotanwraticHt bathe attfete track tar a nwira and hate gwn 

another than Lttchanfne s si nferesfing nxmar kom fern 

\0 COl PORTSMOUTH HANDICAP HURDLE 
l^~ ou l (CLASS C) £6^00 added 2m 2f 11 0yds 

1 45331 EFFECTUAL (45) Mbs VWtomsB i20 Ntiflaanm 

2 132223 G«ANrMOflS(HBP9)WPF)Mnpe5BD-API«eOrr 

3 5WBQ MKHtBOCTOIlOTE(ia)HlfenwsaSONNewnan(7] 

-Sdadared- 

Mbren Trw fenJEQp ■tefitr ArrtivsaB lo Mn 7» 28. 

ffiTTBIG: « BMtaL turn GataM Mesa, 551 Aiwftarone lb Nob 

FORM VERDICT 

GALANT MOSS may be capsbb ol better ftai he diraed on hb 
fcs start h Britata - hb efkxto in vakebto ewms'n France feava toa 
htoresstan - and ha can hold o« Eflecktef. who has 6«n bettan 
on ttiae pravtaua attempts rtf a handcap mark of S7 or sa 


n» on I WICKHAM NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 2m 2f 110yds 

1 DDK1 AlflEQUMDESOU p3)(Q) PHottsfill 6---RWIdger(5) B 

2 BRANDONCaiWT(ra«fl IBaktogS 716 JlrABabkig 

3 ffW BUffflBWJRG(OSA)ft2fi)Ji»8ph917 6-JGohiatetaK 

4 5P GASHARMns) I WtaraSTI 6 SDuraCk 

5 5 HIGH GAME (131 G L Moore 5 H 6 — PHfcJa 

6 0 NANSa(GEll)(SZ)UasEUMtiteEn6 -GBradtey 

7 3P 5KALABB H8DE (IBS T KtaGtaran E 11 fi — C Hurray (7) 

6 0 BUJE CMP (BGTMJmfS Bill — P Cati eghar 

9 00U FORBT FLORA (15) JM*B 511 1 BCMonf 

S 3/M2 KBWS QflJB (18) P HtedgB 7 11 7 douftftJ 

Tl 00 MISCONDUCT (13) Me U Jones 5 17 1 JfWflfenraan 

72 B0BS(GSqd’lfiO]UPlpe-lf]7 .APUcCoy B 

- 12 deciteed - 

BETTING: 54Aifequli De Sou, 10580 En^paus, 51 Mgh Game, 7-1 Bran- 
don Cnrat 51 Iflacundud, Dattaran, 151 Naraan.251 ottwa 

FORM VERDICT 

VWI lha w-aendi pair ArteraAn de Sou and Eripeua dfflra* to 
weigh thb la note raoewftidr can be a ppr o ached rath contitfencfc 
HIGH GAME rati wel enou0i in a barter race on hta debut to (le- 
gate he *■ be a nq)ra took* 

0 eni AMBStLEY NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 

(CLASS F) £4,000 added 3m 2f 110yds 

1 Ifm MRAOE RAGS (52) PMtiPhy 811V RFannt 

2 -6RJTI RIOT LEACB1 (31) T George B 11 8 MrKRCRyraP) 

3 31A04 SflTCOTINO (B (CO) K BuW 8 IT 8 N Wnm aoo 

4 PFP404 FDREVERDfEAMMG (IQS Utdtr 8H3 C Water V 

5 42J»BCUHE BARON 114 WHBSlcn t)1>? LCummtan 

8 P-5435 DWWCK5 COUNTRY (1H C Tszttf 9 V 6 JTtaart 

7 Z33533 AKOTH5) CHANCSl (13) D Gandcfio 8 10 2 EHwbaref 

6 tPOSf lBTR)MCCrnWffiKTUc&3wrn8'C2 JMagraB 

9 08*545 ALPHA LEATHER (28) L Greek* BOO UrJGraxxk* 

-fidtdared- 

BETTWG: 54 Rtet Leedre, « Letrim Cottage, 51 Aretira Owrew, 
7-1 PmwfeFtecs*51 SttAu, 151 DuantekaCo«|i 12-IIHrtLaada^ 
151 FonwrOreatetag, BoteMa Bareii 


FORM VERDICT 

MM Leader has by tar the bess recent tamv tail tftis ground ra 
Stty id be a tel more tasting toan the pianl he encotbtored al 
htirtngdor Iasi month and hb traher hasrrt had a wamer tar a 
mtntii He is worto takng on te a ahon pnea wtei IBTRIM COT- 
TAGE who receives a lot of weight bom toe pttxap a b ana was 
xi the process gt rumhg Ire basT-ever race when tiling between 
the ttkxtoend taro last recently 

\ A ori l GOSPORT CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
H'CAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £3300 2m 
6f 110yds 

1 5F3F2 TOP fWTE (52) J Gtikxd 7 SO LAsptt 

2 55140 OOfSTAOUAT (72) (CO) J Ikttb 7 11 9 FKenky(5) 

3 *4322 AINSSOmL(FR)(T7KPJGMeCo«B115RHab*»WB 

4 F-3P26 SOP1BE HAY ft^ (C) DUorrs8 71 5 Uctwel Brranan 

5 TB00 CHff PRB3AT0R (USA) WDVWams 5110 JTbztelf 

6 *3843 STOHMMLLSTTAGCIB) PBoran? tJTJ_ SDarack 

7 4U54U StiYB? SIROCCO PS) Ms M Jones 7 07 RWdger 

8 063331 SOHBeiE<4q(D3D GtiSelG 06 JGokfetata 

8 CK3P42 PLAfflUAO0B)H&atBtoi7T»0 JtiCrOtte 

U P-3FF3 BLACK SPRING (22) RDM 7 toD AGanttyfS) 

II ®060 SAttGGLBTSP08ir{13)tC^ J&1dga9C0JBSfetchetorV 
to 0>POl«STBIQSB(OStTY(6<)(D)CWfeedan81Oa-LCixraBta 
D 0«5P MB2K(USA)f1flJJosfPit>DD -Jltagw 

-TSdeetemf- 

lanfewnaetott rQti TnclandBapwetoterFfeteAtayftertfeiBtaBk^attg 
ar «». SnugsM Pott Saab, MsterGBnerostiy M a®: USog 3a 
BETTWB: 51M) Maid, 58 SttnxMi Sag 11-2 OublaquBK 51 Soptea 
May SortUere, 7-1 Ated So« 8. 51 Top Note, 151 Bfecb Spring, 151 55 
*w Stucco, 151 QiisfPiedatec 151 «Jw» 

FORM VERDICT 

An open race It can pay to t xua nb a s on QUtSTAQUAY. who 
has been freshened^ by BnxHoim stable after a ooupto of poor 
efforts and s back on a wmng tvOcap mark, SfcraMD Slag 
and dto improwig PtaM UtU. 


CHELTENHAM GOLD CUP CHASE (3m 2f IlOyds) 


Horae flared 


fe«on U8 (Mss V WteT^ 


Ftorida Patt (W te*s*t) 


Dexan Wfc (M Hcu^pnM) 


UatetebfeBogrtfMFTtt 


Cyfer Mata (N Ffoef 


Eatastafigue pMchderart 


See tin ButeOBM (P rfchdfc) 


IfmHi Ladtxotes 


Ear ti x nova FHcfttfe) 


GdHteysoteBrtifealApCora 7. 2 3IOt*3tmt 77ms ty Itilta cAf 


LINGFIELD 2.30 



51 &I 51 151 


MryiGabUe 251 51 51 51 


EacAaqi « un re «a. pte» 1. 2. 3 
CCQraUfWtan ffl Llafade&SStofey 


VTHf INDEPENDENT 


RAQNG SERVICES 

0891 261 + 



971 

981 

972 

982 

973 

983 


ALL courses results 

0891 261 970 
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Australian Open: Koumikova’s campaign curtailed as Seles and Graf advance to rekindle great rivalry 

Agassi undone by ‘journeyman’ 


by Derrick Whyte 
in Melbourne 

THE AUSTRALIAN Open lost two of 
its favourites yesterday when the for- 
mer rtiamp inn Andre Agassi was 
abruptly dismissed from the year's 
first Grand Slam and the somewhat 
fortunate run of the Russian teenag- 
er Anna Kburnikova came to an end. 

The former French Open cham- 
pion Yevgeny Kafelnikov almost 
joined them. The Russian 10th seed 
was two points from winning in the 
third set against the Romanian 
Andrei Pavel, but was made to fight 
on for a 6-3, 7-6, 6-7, 3-6, 6-4 victory. 

If Kafelnikov had gone out, the 
tournament would have matched the 
1997 French Open as the Grand 
Slam with the fewest seeds in the 
men’s quarter-finals. Only the 15th 
seed, Ttodd Martin of the United 
States, and the seventh seed, Slo- 
vakia's Karol Kucera, survived the 
fourth round. 

On the women's side, the former 
champions Steffi Graf and Monica 
Seles shone brightly to set up a quar- 
ter-final that rekindles one of the 
great rivalries of modern tennis. 

Vincent Spadea, described by 
former champion Agassi last year as 
a mere “journeyman”, scored his 
biggest career victory by beating his 
compatriot 6-1. 7-5, &-7, 6-3. Spadea 
has developed a taste for beating trig 
names, upsetting Agassi, Petr 
Korda, Pat Rafter and Richard Kra- 
jicek- all Grand Slam winners - dur- 
ing the 1998 North American 
hardcourt season. 

The world No 44 showed cast-iron 
nerves to run a sluggish Agassi from 
one side of the court to another The 
Las Vegan began slowly and sput- 
tered to life only briefly in the third 
set “It’s real disappointing,” Agassi 
lamented. “Grand Slams are just an 
opportunity to do something great” 
Mary Pierce, the 1995 Open 
champion and seventh seed, beat 
Kburnikova 6-0, 6-4 - but there was 
little in the Russian's game to sug- 
gest that she. too. had been seeded. 

Kburnikova has had a fairly dis- 
astrous tournament and served an 
embarrassing 54 double-faults as she 
scraped past lesser opponents in the 
first two rounds. Her service prob- 
lems became the butt of jokes by 
other players, including her doubles 
partner, Martina Hingis. But in this 
match she served only five double- 
feults against the Frenchwoman, 
though three of them came in a 19- 
minute first set. 

However; the I7-year-old Russian 
put a positive spin on her Melbourne 
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rugby union 


By. CHRIS HEWETT 
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the lunatics may be in charged in 

the asylum, but at least they are mo^ 

erate lunatics. The ancien regime of 
the English game, tb& Rugby foot- 
ball Union, has formed a united 
front wife the nmiveamridtes ofthe 
Allied Dunbar Premiership to reaf- 
firm as sacrosanct the promotion 
clauses contained in the much 
abused Mayfair Agreement and at 

a stroke, laid firm foundations for a 

poatireconduam to the pohtical up- 
heavals of the last year 

-yesterday’s communique, issued 
jointly by the two bodies, made- it-, 
dear that this season's Premiership 
TVro champions would be automat: ... •- m 
ieaDy promoted to the top flight of - ^ . 

whatever league or conference com- . ■ ' £ 

petition is put in place for next sea- '4£!,nd”^ ‘ 

son and that the runners-up would 1 

get their tilt at the big time via the 
play-off mechanism agreed. last ! 
sp ring Those guarantees wifi almost 
certainly signal the end of Bristol's 
cynical plot to buy their way into tfae - 
new elite by taking over the com- 
merrially challenged exiles of Lost 
don Scottish. It also appears torufe 
out any immediate move towards a 
10-team Anglo-Welsh league. 

A wide-ranging conference sys- 
tem involvinglegitiniate considers 
from both existing Prermwsl# 4^ 




visions andTOdesseemsEkEtyte^^ * or 


Melbourne departures: Andre Agassi buries his face in a towel after yesterday’s defeat while Anna Kournikova receives medical help to no avail 


Allsport 


appearances. “I feel good right now 
about my serve. I fed like I could put 
in 100 balls in a row and that’s the 
good thing about it” she claimed 

Pierce's next opponent will be the 
world No 2 and defending champion. 
Hingis, whom she has beaten five 
times in their nine previous meet- 
ings. Hingis battled the heat and a 
determined Amanda Coetzer, of 
South Africa, on an outside court be- 
fore emerging a 6-3, 6-7, 6-1 winner. 

The Swiss teenager lost her way 


in the second set and called for a 
break, allowed under the rules when 
the temperature exceeds 28C - and 
it was then 31C. She re-emerged re- 
freshed to rp gnm TTWTH»ntiim and set 

up her fourth consecutive quarter- 
final in Melbourne. 

Martin overcame the unseeded 
Zimbawean Wayne Black 7-6, 6-4, 6-4. 
Kucera meets the unsung Nicolas 
Lapentti, of Ecuador in the quarter- 
finals today Spadea wifi play Tbmmy 
Haas in the quarter-finals after the 


unseeded German beat Fabrice 
Santoro, of France, 6-2, 6-3, 7-5. 

Kafelnikov claimed the last quar- 
ter-final place after his Centre Court 
marathon. He seemed to be coasting 
home after he won the first two sets 
and led 5-3 in the third-set tie-break 
before Pavel fought back. The un- 
seeded Romanian strung four points 
in a row to take the third set then 
broke Kafelnikov in the ninth game 
of the fourth to square the match. 

Kafelnikov failed to serve out the 


match after breaking Pavel in the 
final set for 5-2 but broke him again 
in the following game to claim vic- 
tory after three hours 33 minutes. 

Graf and Seles, who have won 
eight Aust ralian Open titles between 
them, will meet in the quarter- finals 
tomorrow. Graf, seeded 10th and 
champion in Melbourne from 1988 to 
1990 and again in 1994, overpowered 
the unseeded Austrian baselinec 
Barbara Sehett 6-1, 6-1 in 47 minutes. 

Seles, the No 6 seed, followed Graf 


on to Centre Court and spent exact- 
ly the same amount of time there. She 
woried only slight^ harder to beat tbe 

14th seed, France’s Sandrine Ttestud, 
6-0, 6-3 to extend her unbeaten run in 
Melbourne to 32 matches. 

Graf and Seles have not met in a 
Grand Sam since the German won. 
the 1996 US Open final. “You know 
you’re gofogtohave to raise your level 
of game but I try by to be up for each 
match,” Seles said of her rematch. 

Results, Digest, page 23 


Prost stresses positives 


WHEN THE most experienced Fbr- 
mula One driver of all time admits 
to “feeling more nervous than ever 1 ' 
approaching a new season, you 
have a measure of the weight 
heaped on his slender shoulders. 

Alain Prost who won 51 grands 
prix and four world championships, 
confronted a very different life as a 
team owner last season, his cha r ges 
mustering a mere one point to finish 
ninth of 11 entrants in the construc- 
tors’ sta ndings. Like his British coun- 
terpart Jackie Stewart he knows 
things must improve this year The 
French nation, sponsors and engine 

partners Peugeot - much coveted by 

other camps - could scarcely coun- 
tenance another failure. 

Prost unveiled his new car. the 
AP02, at his new factory south-west 
of the capital yesterday maintaining 
he can meet the demands of the chal- 
lenge. He has the facilities, a 200- 
strong workforce, the design brain 
of John Barnard and two respected 
drivers, Olivier Panis and Jarno 
TV nUi on which to base his op timism. 

“I feel even more nervous going 
into this year because 1998 was a dis- 
appointment” Prost said. “Everyone 
is waiting for us to perform so there 
is pressure but now T believe it is 
positive pressure because everyone 
here knows where we are going. 

“I have no regrets about taking on 


MOTOR RACING 


By Derick allsop 

in Paris 

my awn team. In fact, I have even 
more motivation now. Last year 
was difficult because the car was not 
good, we had a new factory and we 
were making lots of changes. 

“I cannot say when we will win the 
championship. Ferrari have not won 
the drivers' title for 20 years. But I 
do believe we will improve and keep 
improving. I think McLaren and 
Ferrari will still be ahead, and 
maybe Williams will improve. But 
then there are three, four or five 
teams fighting togethec we would 
like to be with them. It is not easy 
and would be embarrassing if 
British American Racing beat us. 
But it is veiy competitive. 

“John Barnard will be a big help. 
He is working from England, work- 
ing on his own ideas and advising us. 
We go back a long way to the early 
1980s at McLaren. It was working 
with John that I appreciated the 
importance of a driver and engineer 
working together. I won two of my 
championships with him.” 

Prost, guided by Barnard, has 
concentrated efforts on improving 
aerodynamics, and in particular the 
front end of the car. Barnard, who 
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_______ , suatevSouChafl: Kingsbury v Epsom fcEvvefi (7.651: 

FOOTBALL Wfcre v Cambetiey (TA5). teUMian Uafve Cop 

7 .30 unless stated third round: Sutton Utd v RKirigstoke ThlrJ- 

VUORTH ITVGTON CUP ~“ I,d AkHMWOC * BwMWlSted (7.45). 

sehu-rnju. first leg Rmm Cup suMd rotund: Dulwich u Hampton. 
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M» MARTENS LEAGUE Premier Dhrbtom 
17 Merthyr Tydfil ir Gtoucesrer. League Cup efiM 

« 51 ■*3* »*», » 

MxdesfteM v wuiimu P «| UNIBOND LEAGUE CUPTMrd round: ChOrtey 

_ . . ™“rr “ l Y* s,ON It Accrington Stanley: Fareleyv Gateshead. UnlU- 

Feiertwrougfi v HuU (7.45) I« Rnt Division Cup eecoad round! WitunAI- 

AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD Wan v Gretna (7.45). TUrd round; Dioyteden v 

NORTHERN SECTION Bradford m. 

. . . . . , SKOrm HOUND WIKSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Premier Di- 

Roetwme V Stoke 17 *.S) atsloa: Bedcenhom « Shepper. Deal »Wiltsubie: 

QUARTER-FINALS Slade Green V Tunbridge Write 

Hartlepool v Lincoln Oty [7 45) UHLSPORT UNITS) COUNTIES LEAGUE Pr»- 

Carllste » Wigan (7.G5) ad«r Otwtstote St Meets v Northampton Spencer. 

PWnONWira CONFERENCE UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Rrst Dl- 

Hayes v Dover (7 45) ... vision; WNcettawk * 

VfeoviJ v Forest Green (7.05} SOtEWFlX DIRECT LEAGUE Premier OMstoie 

SCOmSH LEAGUE RRST DIVISION Brtsington v Mriksftam (7 A5): WUngotSMd v Ytasd 

Clydebank v Ayr (7 Odd Down * Ouppentum (7,ftS): West- 

SECOND DIVISiQN bury v Bac kwril (7.4 5): Bfilwp Surton v Keynstiam. 
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third diukiom ftescot Cables v Leek CSOeFknxHk trephy Bret 

iftWMsarar 

REPtSSENDOIVE MATCH: UmBond League v ThackJey: Maltby Mam v Hall Read; North Ferri- 
FA W (at Suiybridge Celtic FC}. b y v Lo uth. 

KYIHAN LEAGUE Hnc Dlvlskm: Romford v INTERLINK EXPRE5S MIDLAND HVTinnON 

Swines 17.451. Second Division: Abingdon town CUP Thiid ramd: QWbury v Atho^tonr: WBcnfuifl 
V Hunger ford [7.45); Banstead v Baiking. CihI- u West Midlands 

font Sr Peter v NOrtfiwood: Edgwaie v Tbotlng 6 JEWISON WESSEX LEAGUE: Brockenhurst v 
MUdtam (7.«j; Horsham v Thame (7.45): Wind- Gosport Borough. 

vajWIWtravvn |7.45); VWtham v Har- JEHBON EASTERN LEAGUE CUP QurMMI- 
low I7.4S) ThW QMsrto: Avdey v Lewes (7.45). nab p.A5): Derefwm v Sudbury wanderers: Dtss 
Dapton v Raefnvefi Heath (7.451: Corinth (an- Ca- v Hteton. 


built his reputation at McLaren, 
and reinforced it at Ferrari and 
Benetton, said: “Alain and I under- 
stand each other and this role is just 
what I was looking for. I don’t want 
to be in the frontline. I want to wot* 
on my own concepts.” 

Panis is equally anxious to assert 
hirtvuyf fhifiyrar after ste iiffpjinff last 
season with plates in his lower legs 
following a serious accident in 
Canada in the summer of 1997. He 
said: ‘'Last year; I had this dark cloud 
over me. I spoke to Alain about it but 
I hid some of this from him because 
he had enough problems. The sur- 
geon warned me that if I had another 
accident and twisted the plates my 
career would be over so this was al- 
ways at the back of my mind. But 1 
had to take the risk. If you are out 
of Formula One for six months peo- 
ple can forget you.” 

Peugeot has produced an im- 
proved engine and promised an up- 
dated version four races into the 
season, with a further development 
in the summer All of which intensi- 
fies the pressure for Prost 

Meanwhile, in Barcelona yester- 
day Williams launched the car they 
hope will take the team back to the 
front of the grid. Williams failed to 
score a victoiy for the first time in 10 
years last season as they also lost 
their constructors’ crown. 


ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN LEAGUE 
Rrst Division: Morpeth v Crook. 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Premier DhrUonx 
Gierwvon v Peru down. Rrst Division: Bangor v 
Arete; Limjvady Uld v Dungannon Swifts. 
LEAGUE OP HALES Hoiywefl v Caemar fen town. 
PONTINS LEAGUE Premier DMstoK Leeds v 
Nottingham Forest (7.0). 

THE TONES IK YOUnTH CUP ThM round: Gllbig- 
ham v Leicester Ocy. Third-round replay; Wal- 
sall v Tottenham Fourth nxad: Ipswich v VorU 
(7.0); Everton v Sntndon (7.0): Aston Villa v Hud- 
dereSeld (7.0) SainOiorpevMWdtestxwigh (7.0). 


RUGBY UNION 
ALLIED DUNBAR PRBNERSHP ONE 

Richmond v Leice s ter (8.0) 

CHELTENHAM AND GLOUCESTER CUP 
FIRST ROUND SECOND LEG 

orrellv Sole (7.15) 

WELSH CHALLENGE TROPHY 
POOL A 

Neath v Canada < 7.0) _ 

RoncyprHJtJ v Georgia (7 0) 

POOLS 

Ebbw Vile v Gauteng Falcon (7.0j . . . 

UaneHI v Romania (7 0) 

CLUB MATCHES: Cambridge University v British 
Police (7 1 5). Royal Navy v Devon (7.0) jof Sec- 
tary . Pfymouwij 


ICE HOCKEY 

SEKONDA SUPERLEAGUE: Newcastle RluerL- 
Ings v Nottingham fenthers |7 I5j. 


OTHER SPORTS 

SNOOKER: Regal Welsh [Cardiff international 
Arena). 


Reid and 

Hacker 

honoured 


HOCKEY 


By Bill Colwell 


CAROLYN REID, the High town and 
England goalkeeper, and David 
Hacker the Canterbury centre-half 
and Welsh captain, received the 
Hockey Writers’ UK Player of the 
Year awards at a reception in Lon- 
don yesterday. 

Reid. 26, becomes the third High- 
town player to receive the award fol- 
lowing Linda Carr and Maggie 
Souyave, the current England coach. 
The schoolmistress at St Nicholas 
Roman Catholic School in Northwich 
established herself with a string of 
outstanding performances as the 
first-choice keeper outdoors at last 
year’s Wbrid Cup in Utrecht and went 
on to win a silver medal at the Com- 
monwealth Games in Malaysia. 

The gold medal winner at the 1996 
European Indoor Cup is now setting 
her sights on this summer's Euro- 
pean Cup m Geirnaqy and then a se- 
lection for the Olympics to add to her 
one Great Britain appearance so for 

Whies’ David Hacker became the 
first non-English player to win the 
men's award. Hacker collected a 
host of honours with Hounslow in- 
cluding the League Championship 
and the HA Cup four times as well 
as the European Cup-Winners’ Cup. 

Now in his fifth season with Can- 
terbury, Hacker; a schoolmaster at 
Mfllfield School, has played a pivotal 
role in taking the Kent side to the top 
of the English game. Canterbury 
tear! tihis ywar's mwipgiign | two points 
ahead of Cannock. 

Hacker; an inspirational captain of 
Wales with over 100 caps, also 
stepped into the coach’s role at the 
Commonwealth Games in Septem- 
ber when David Bunyan was unable 
to travel because of his fear of flying. 


New sponsor keeps 
Boat Race afloat 


THE OXFORD and Cambridge Boat 
Race, in danger of sinking without 
the help of a sponsor before this 
year’s contest on 3 April, was floated 
yesterday by Aberdeen Asset Man- 
agement, a financial services com- 
panylooking to establish a name for 
itself outside Scotland. 

Aberdeen wants the sporting 
public to be aware of its existence, 
while race organisers want someone 
to help them in the coming decade 
of intense competition for television 
audiences. Despite the security of a 
new six-year contract with the BBC, 
the Boat Race has to find a way to 
keep its appeal as an amateur race 
between students while still pro- 
viding first-rate sporting entertain- 
ment 

The sponsor is. in part compen- 
sating for the feet that the race is a 
free show, run down the middle of 
the River Thames with no chance of 
raising gate money. The standard of 
the race has remained at the same 
level, close below Olympic perfor- 
mance in recent history, and the 


ROWING 


By Hugh matheson 


record time was set in 1998 fay a crew 
which had the same stern pair as the 
German national eight which won 
silver at the Wbrid Championships 
three months later 

The coaching staff in each place 
is international in origin and calibre. 
Sean Bowden, at Oxford, spent three 
years as British national right marfi 
while Robin Williams, at Cambridge, 
used four Oxford men in his Under- 
23 national eight last summer. It is 
the opportunity of rowing with coach- 
es of this standard which keeps top- 
class academic oarsmen applying. 

The sponsorship comes just in 
time for Oxford, where plans are 
being developed to subsume the 
sport into a university-wide union, 
in which rowing might well have 
been lost altogether. The dub has 
been fighting hard to retain its 
independence from the dead hand 
of central administration. 


favour at today’s meeting ofEngfish. 

First Division Rugby’s executive;. ;,; 1; 
which aims hamm er out. a final 
blueprint for next season's compet- V ' r 
itive structure,. It is, as eveiy seri-^ : 
ous rugfagr thinker is beginning to - r ; _ 
understand, the only solution that r 7 
gives all parties an opportunity to ex- „ 
tricate themse lves from holes of ' i..- 
their own making. A ' 

Public rumblings of discontent# - ■ 
from a number of organisations, in-IV' 
eluding English Second Division ; 
Rugby and the National Clubs Asso- - ^ ■ 
dation. prompted yesterday’s efipto-. *\ 
matic offensive. “In recent days^ t 
much speculation and understand^ " 
abte concern has surfaced from dubs" 
within the Allied Dunbar and Jewson v 
leagues as to the effect of the creation 
of a new cross-border competition,” 
the RFU-EFDR axis acknowledged 
before reiterating their support for 
the principles enshrined in the May- 
fair Agreement and ensuring all 
dubs, even those outside the national 
leagues, their lull say in the debate. 

Meanwhile, Bath fece a tortuous 
wrangle with local pressure groups 
over imaginative plans to spend 
£3Gm on transforming the Recreation 
Ground into a stadium fit for the 
sporting high sodety of the 2ist 
century The European champions - 
at least for another five days - want 
virtually to double the Rec's ca- 
pacity to 15,000 by rebuilding their 
west stand and constructing a new, 
grass-roofed east stand that would 
be housed underground when not in 
use. 

“We have magnificent support; we 
are one of the very few dubs to show 
increased attendances this season," 
said the Bath coach, Andy Robinson^ 

yesterday. “I would love to make this 

place a Leicester or a Gloucester 
When you go to Welford Road or 
hingsholm, the noise is amazing.” 

Sadly for Robinson and his club, 
some interested Bathonians prefer 
heritage to noise. “The Recreation 
Ground is the village green of the city 
and my own view is that the rugby 
dub might be better off elsewhere; 
somewhere without the same re- 
strictions and costs involved,” said 
Major Anthony Crombie of the Bath 
Society. Another group, the Friends 
of the Rec, also greeted the re- 
bmiamg plans with a loud raspberry. 

The council chamber battle will run 
and run. 
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Wakefield capture Leeds’ Kemp 




TOMORROW 

TONY MCCOY, 
CHAMPION 
JOCKEY, TALKS 

to Brian viner 


WAKEFIELD TRINITY, the Super 
League newcomers, have made 
their biggest signing yet in prepa- 
ration for the challenge ahead by en- 
listing Leeds' New Zealand Tfest 
stand-off, Tony Kemp, 

Kemp, just turned 31, played 16 
times foir the Rhinos last season, but 
the difficult derision was made to 
save money on a tight budget by re- 
leasing him. Trinity, rebuilding com- 
pletely as theytry to put together a 
competitive side for the coming 
season, moved for the Kiwi in- 
ternational, capped 15 times, sign- 
ing him on a two-year deal. 

“As soon as we were alerted that 
he might be surplus, our chief ex- 
ecutive. Steve Ferres, worked very 
hard to bring him to Wakefield.” said 
the Trinity coach. Andrew Kelly. 
“We feel we’ve been recruiting on the 
right lines but we needed an on-field 
leader. He has the profile and the 
pedigree.” 

Kemp was Leeds' first choice 
stand-off last season, but he has had 
three years interrupted by a variety 
of injuries. “We have had discussions 
about that and he feels that he is as 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


By Dave Had field 

fit as he has been for several sea- 
sons,” Kelly said. “We have shown 
with this signing that we mean busi- 
ness. I am still keeping my eyes open, 
because I would tike to bring in an- 
other back and another forward.” 

Leeds’ decision to release Kemp, 
formerly with Doncaster and the 
Newcastle Knights, is a mark of their 
confidence in two young players. 
Karl Pratt and Kevin Sinfield, who 
could both stake a claim for the 
stand-off role this year. They also 
have the veteran, Daryl Powell and 
the current Great Britain stand-off, 
Iestyn Harris, who played most of his 
club rugby last season at full-back. 

The other new club in Super 
League next season. Gateshead 
Thunder, have reacted with caution 
to suggestions that they might bring 
Va'aiga Tuigamala back into rugby 
league this season, but they are to 
give a chance to a player they de- 
scribe as “the new Inga”. 

The financial- problems at New- 


castle Falcons mean that Tuiga- 
mala may be available on loan tiafo 

SfL Ut Gatesh ead’s founder; 
h ^ said: “He would 

hare to take a big pay cut to play for 

us. If he was available at the right 
<»st, we would love to have him, but 
it s entirety up to Newcastle^ 

aih/k 1, where Ttoiganiala eventu- 
aty became a success in rugby 
league, hare ruled themselves out erf 
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Liverpool make £2m offer to Fowler 
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LIVERPOOL have made a new 
contract offer to Robbie Fowler, 
worth an estimated £2m a year, 
and hope to clinch his signing 
this week. 

Fowler and his representa- 
tive, George Scott, met Anfield 
officials at the weekend to 
thrash out a compromise deal 
after months of haggling. The 
England striker rejected the 
previous offer of £35,000 per- 
week and was told there would 
be no more money from the 
club, but there has been an in- 
crease in the package. 


FOOTBALL 


BY’ ALAN NIXON 

With wages, signing-on fees 
and loyalty payments Fowler 
will become the best -paid play- 
er at Anfield and one of the top 
earners in British football. 

The Man chests- United cap- 
tain, Roy Keane, has given his 
dub a scare by putting contract 
talks on ice for the rest of the 
season. The Republic of Ireland 
international has said that he 
does not want to discuss his 


£40,000 per week demands until 
the summer. 

United want Keane to sort 
out a new contract now, rather 
than have him enter the last 
year of bis present deal with the 
prospect of a lucrative free 
transfer at the end of next sea- 
son. Keane sakfc “I will only sign 
if the contract is right for me. 
I want the dub to pay me what 
1 think I’m worth. United have 
been good for me, but I've also 
been good for them.” 

The chances of the Brazilian 
forward Juninbo returning to 


Bergkamp fuels 
conspiracy theory 
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DENNIS BERGKAMP’S claim 
yesterday that Arsenal were 
being victimised by referees 
was met by a fervent rebuttal 
from a leading official, who 
found an unlikely ally in a 
former Gunners manager. 

Bergkamp was speaking in 
the wake of Arsenal's 2-1 FA 
Cup win against Wolves on 
Sunday, during which Em- 
manuel Petit became the club's 
.seventh player to be sent off this 
-^season and the 19th since 
ArsOne Wfenger became man- 
ager in September 1996. 

Bergkamp said that players 
were being unfairly dealt with 
because of the dub’s reputation 
for indiscipline. “I know that for 
sure," the Dutch striker said. 

“Derisions are going against 
us because of it If the men who 
make those derisions know 


The striker's claim that Arsenal are 
being persecuted has provoked an 
instant response. By Nick Harris 


about the reputation before the 
game then it can count against 
us. We have players booked and 
sometimes it's hard to under- 
stand why.” 

Philip Doa the Premier 
League referees' officer said he 
was sure that there was no anti- 
Highbury conspiracy. “Refer- 
ees go out to do a job and call it 
as they see it," be said, and 
added it was not in his officials’ 
interests to make victims of 
anyone. “Referees cannot afford 
to go and victimise teams. 

“There are independent 
observers at every game and 
referees get marked down [for 
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v Newcastle 

PL 


21 Dec 1996 ... 

Ian Wrfghe 

v Forest 

PL 


1 Jan 1997 

....John Hartson 

v Middlesbrough 

PL 


jft'l Jan 1997 


v Sunderland 

PL 


*1 May 1997... 

T buy Adams 

v Derby 

PL 

• - T, i: 

f4 Oct 1997 ... 

...Jason Crowe 

v Birmingham 

CC 


26 Oct 1997 ... 


v Villa 

PL 


17 Jan 1998 

. ..Patrick Vieira 

v Coventry 

PL 
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18 Feb 1998 ... 

....Patrick Vieira 

v Chelsea 

CC 


17 Mar 1998 ... 

....Dennis Bergkamp 

v West Ham 

FA 


31 Mar 1998 ... 


v Bolton 

PL 

— -C 

29 Aug 1998 ... 

.... Emmanuel Petit 

v Charlton 

PL 
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9 Sep 1998 


v Chelsea 

PL 
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26 Sep 1998 ... 


v Sheff Wed 

PL 


25 Now 1990 ... 


v Lens 

EC 


20 Dec 1998 ... 

_..GMes Grimandi 

v Leeds 

PL 


28 Dec 1 998 ... 

....Patrick Vieira 

v Charlton 

PL 


24 Jan 1999 

....Emmanuel Petit 

v Wolves 

FA 


CC: Coca-Cola Cup; PL; Premier League: FA: FA Cup: EC European Cup 


making errors]. At least 90 per 
cent of Premier League refer- 
ees get marks of seven [out of 
10] or above. And this season I 
think it's around 95 per cent'' 

Although he was unwilHng to 
comment on specific cases, 
Don said that if a referee 
believed a player had used abu- 
sive language to any official, 
then the rules had be enforced 
Steve Dunn, officiating at the 
Wolves game, said Petit was 
sent off for abusing a linesman. 

“Strong language to an 
assistants the same as to a ref- 
eree,” Don said “Ifs a sending- 
off offence without a shadow of 
a doubt” 

Petit’s dismissal on Sunday 
was the second time he has seen 
red this season, the first occa- 
sion being against Charlton in 
August His red card at Wolves 
was due to bad language and he 
incurred one of his two yellow 
cards at Charlton for dissent 

Although Lee Dixon, Martin 
Keown, Ray Parlour; GOles Gri- 
mandi and Patrick Vieira have 
all also been sent off since last 
August only Dixon has been 
dismissed for mistimed fouls 
alone committed during the 
course of a match. 

Ray Parlour was dismissed 
against Lens for kicking Cyril 
Rod's head; Grimandi was sent 
off for butting Leeds’ Alan 


English football with either his 
former club, Middlesbrough, 
or Aston VQla appear to have in- 
creased. The Spanish club's 
coach, Arrigo Sacchi, has ad- 
mi tied that Juninho does not 
feature in his first-team plans. 

Juninho's father and agent 
Osvaldo. hinted that Middles- 
brough were the favourites to 
win his son's signature. “Mid- 
dlesbrough have a good chance 
of signing him,” he said. “We 
will talk to their chairman, 
Steve Gibson, next week. TO? get 
on with him very weO.” 


The Cameroon internation- 
al midfielder Marc-Vivien Foe 
yesterday completed his move 
from Lens to West Ham - 
according to officials at the 
French club. 

The Yugoslavian interna- 
tional defender Slobodan KomJ- 
jenovic hopes to seal a move to 
the Premiership after arriving 
at Southampton to begin a 
week’s trial. The 2£year-old is 
valued at £2.5m by his German 
dub, MSV Duisburg. 

Barnsley- expect to sign the 
Queen’s Park Rangers striker 


Mike Staeron for £i.5m today. 
The fee would equal the Oak- 
well club record 

The Crystal Palace mid- 
fielder Fan Zhiyi has escaped 
severe punishment from the 
Football Association despite 
pleading guilty to improper be- 
haviour towards the referee 
Terry Heilbron. 

The Chinese international, 
alleged to have manhandled toe 
Newton Aydiffe official at toe 
end of a highly charged 3-2 de- 
feat against West Bromwich at 
The Hawthorns in November, 


has been banned for one match 
and fined £750. 

Dundee have signed Coven- 
try City’s Scottish Under-2l in- 
ternational midfielder Gavin 
Strachan, the 20-year-old son of 
the Highfield Road manager 
Gordon Strachan, on loan until 
the end of the season. 

The German midfielder, An- 
dreas Mayer, has completed a 
£200,000 transfer to Aberdeen 
from the Norwegian club, Ro- 
senborg Trondheim. The for- 
mer Coventry target played 
for the Dons against Man- 
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Emmanuel Petit becomes the seventh Arsenal player to be sent off this season during Sunday’s cup tie Empics 


Smith, and Vieira was shown a 
red card for elbowing Chariton's 
Neil Redfeam. 

Keown may have had his ban 
rescinded on appeal following 
his involvement as a peace- 
maker in the Paolo Di Canto 
incident at Hillsborough, but 
Arsenal would still seem to be 
the victims of their own inabil- 
ity to control tempers, whatev- 
er provocation they are at times 


subjected to and whatever they 
believe the pre-conceived 
attitudes of the match officials 
to be. 

For all their manager’s 
protestations of victimisation - 
“I am very upset by what has 
happened and I just ask for an 
honest referee, that's all,” 
Wenger said on Sunday - there 
is a feeling even among Arsenal 
stalwarts, that referees are not 


entirely to blame for the north 
Londoners' problems. 

The Gunners’ former man- 
ager, Terry NeQ, conceded: 
“One thing is sure and that’s it’s 
not a healthy situation. Pm 
sure words have been spoken 
in private [about behaviour at 
the club]." He added: “You 
don’t win what Arsenal football 
club have over the years with- 
out being competitive. 


“The people rve got most 
sympathy for in football are 
referees." 

Part of Arsenal’s problem, 
Nefl added, to that officials have 
to act on strict mandates from 
Fife. “People don’t get sent off 
these days for sticking one on 
someone," he said “It only 
takes a word, a gesture.’* 

Both of which, Arsenal play- 
ers seem to have a fondness foe 


cheater United in Teddy Scott's 
testimonial last week. 

Hartlepool United want 
Chris Waddle to become their 
new manager, in succession to 
Mick Tait The former Eng- 
land winger; who was in charge 
at Burnley last season, is now 
helping out with coaching at 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

Terry Christie has left Sten- 
housemuir after six and a half 
years in charge to become the 
new manager of Alloa. He suc- 
ceeds Tom Hendrie. who has 
moved to St Mirren. 


O’Neill 
plots fall 
of past 
heroes 

MARTIN O’NEILL, the Leices- 
ter City manager, is intent on 
shattering the Wembley 
dreams of the club be sup- 
ported as a youngster when his 
side takes on Sunderland in the 
first leg of the Worthington 
Cup semi-final tonight. 

O’Neill’s boyhood hero was 
Charlie Hurley, the former Sun- 
derland and Northern Ireland, 
hard man and he still has great 
affection for the First Division 
leaders. But sentiment will be 
put aside as he attempts to 
lead Leicester to their second 
League Cup final appearance in 
three years after their 1997 tri- 
umph over Middlesbrough. 

O'Neill said: “They [Sun- 
derland] were always my team 
when I was growing up. I have 
always had a soft spot for them. 
But any time 1 have been in 
opposition to them as a player 
or manager that sentiment has 
gone out of the window. This 
time will be no different” 

O'Neill will check the fitness 
of the striker Tbny Cottee. who 
missed Saturday’s FA Cup de- 
feat by Coventry with a calf 
strain. If he to ruled out then 
O’Neill’s options are limited on 
a partner for Emile Heskey. At 
the weekend he broke up Muzzy 
Izzetis effective midfield part- 
nership with NeQ Lennon and 
pushed him into the forward line. 

The Sunderland captain, 
Kevin Bail, said; “If we want to 
beat them, we've got to match 
their determination and spirit” 


Eritrea and Mauritius shock the giants of Africa 
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AFRICA 

ERITREA AND Mauritius en- 
joyed success in the African 
Nations' Cup qualifiers at the 
weekend, embarrassing two of 
the continent’s 1998 Warki Cup 
finalists. 

Eritrea marked their home 
debut in the tournament with 
a goalless draw against trou- 
bled Cameroon, while toe In- 
dian Ocean island of Mauritius 


held South Africa to a l-l draw, 
Meanwhile, the World Cup fi- 
nalists Nigeria looked far from 
convincing in their 2-0 borne 
win over Burundi 
The embarrassing draw in 
Eritrea was a further setback 
for Cameroon. They were sus- 
pended briefly at the start of 
the year by Fife, world foot- 
balTs ruling body, for refusing 
to implement a new football ad- 
ministration structure. 


As for South Africa, a team 
loaded with Europe-based pro- 
fessionals were favourites to 
ramp borne against Mauritius. 
But Desire Periatambbe, who 
plays for the French Second 
Division club TToyes, struck a 
second-half equaliser after 
South Africa bad led at half- 
time through the former Leeds 
striker, PhU Masinga. 

“We were let down by our 
midfield,” the South African 


defender Mark Fish, who plays 
for Bolton, said “They never 
treated enough for toe strikers 
to have any real chances.” 

In Nigeria, goals from Gar- 
bal Lawal and Finidi George 
gave the home team victory 
over Burundi in the first com- 
petitive match in charge for 
their new coach, Thijs Lib- 
regts -but an anticipated goal 
deluge did not materialise as 
Burundi looked the better side. 


ITALY 

A SPECTACULAR performance 
from the Brazilian striker Ed- 
znundo in Fforentina’s 3-0 away 
win against Empoli on Sunday 
night not only kept the Flo- 
rence dub on top of Serie A but 
effectively scotched rumours of 
turmoil within their squad 
Fiorentina's victory saw 
them maintain a three-point 
lead over second-placed Lazio. 


After Fiorentina’s 2-0 defeat at 
Lazio two weeks ago, their 
coach, Giovanni 'frapattonl 
hit out at his players, telling 
them to stop squabbling. 

It bad been suggested that 
Edmundo and toe Portuguese 
midfielder, Rui Costa, refuse to 
pass the ball to one another. 
However on Sunday Rui Costa 
said: Tve always considered 
Edmundo a great player one 
of the best in the world" 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


6 

The number of men who 
went on trial in Moscow 
yesterday accused of the 
1997 contract killing of 
the head of the Russian 
ice hockey federation. 
The case was postponed 
on three previous 
occasions after the main 
defendant was taken ill. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Storm rout keeps Cardiff at bay 


MANCHESTER STORM re- 
mained four points clear of 
Cardiff Devils after both sides 
recorded Sunday victories in 
toe Sekonda Superleague. 

Jeff Jablonski destroyed 
Newcastle Riverkings with a 
' -"^ur-goa] haul as Storm ran out 
6-0 winners. Manchester had 
thrashed Newcastle 10-1 earlier 


ICE HOCKEY 


this season to equal the biggest 
winning margin in a Super- 
league game, and were four 
goals clear by the llth minute, 
the rout started by Pierre Allard 
after 17 seconds. Brad Rnbacuk 
claimed Storm’s other goaL 
In Wales, two third-period 


goals finally saw the Devils dis- 
miss London Knights 3-0. A 7-3 
victory in Nottingham the pre- 
vious night appeared to take its 
toll on Paul Heavey’s side, who 
held on to Nicky Chinn's open- 
er for long periods of the game, 
but Deny Menard and Martin 
Iindman scored to keep Cardiff 
in touch with Manchester 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct 
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Area 

Comment 

Slopes (cm) 

Last 

open 


Lwr 

Upr 

snow 

100% 

Good swing 

100 

125 

13-1 

1(70% 

320cm snow 

20 

80 

15.1 

...95% 

Excellent high runs 3D 

290 

14.1 


Detailed Independent snow and ANDORRA 

weather reports from 1 BO resorts Pal 

AUSTRIA ~ 

First, obtain the access code for Kapron ioo% 320cm snow 20 80 1 5.1 -7C Settled 

the resort of your choice. St Anton .95% Excellent high runs 30 290 14.1 -6C Sunny, raw 

Phone or Fax 0670 51 00 643 BULGARIA 

(the fax lists codes for ISO re- Borovets .80% Needs fresh snow 30 *0 14.1 -2C S 

sorts ) CANADA _____ 

_ .. . . , .. . Tremblant ..100% Fresh snow £5 60 20? OCdoudjt snow 

To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report-. FRANCE 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + code 



For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Rax 0906 55 OO 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


5 23 

A detailed four-page summary of SWITZERLAND — 

conditions in ISO resorts SaasFee 90% High runs great 40 220 14.1 -5C Colder, dry 

Fax 0906 55 OO 60t UNITED STATES 

KllUngron ..—80% Packed pounder 30 125 20.1 -3C Changeable 

Helpline: 0670 51 33 345 Information supplied by Shi Hotline 

Calls to 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 cost El per min. 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU’AE COVERED 
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AMERICAN FOOTBALL 

Chicago Bears have recruited Dick 
Jauron as their new head coach af- 
ter suffering die embarrassment of 
Dave McGinnins rejecting me job just 
before he was due to be presented 
at a press conference. Jauron was 
formerly defensive co-ordtnator 
with Jacksonville Jaguars. 

BA SKETBALL 

BUDWEBER LEAGUE: Birmingham Bullets 
7 B London lowers <36; Edinburgh Rocks 71 
Thames VttUey Tigers 6a Chester Jets SB Mo- 
ron Keynes bens BB. 

BUDVHEISER LEAGUE TABLE 

P IIILRs 

Sheffield Sharis 21 20 1 40 

ffneb e am Giants IB 3 30 

Derby Storm 20 13 7 26 

Thames Valley -Were - 22 13 9 26 

London lbanrs 21 12 9 24 

Newcastle Eagle* —21 12 9 24 

Birmingham Ballets 22 12 10 24 

Otr London Leopards 19 9 1018 

Leicester Riders __21 7 14 14 

Edinburgh Rock* 18 5 13 10 

Iftton Karynes Lions 19 5 14 10 

Cbesur Jets. 21 h 17 8 

Worthing Bears 20 3 17 6 

CRICKET 

The English Cricket Board are to step 
up their efforts to remove racism 


from the game. The sport's gov- 
erning body have drawn up a mis- 
sion statement, setting out then- aims 
to ensure equal opportunities. And 
one of the ECB's targets is to "es- 
tablish action plans to combat racial 
disadvantage and discrimination". 

SECOND ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL 
(East London, SA): Wesr Indies 292 for 
9 is Chandenuul 150. C L Hooper I0B; 5 
M Pollock 6-35); South Africa 249 (J H Kalla 
51. MV Boucher 51). West todies non by 
43 runs 

England Under-19 have a first-in- 
nings lead of 68 against an Auck- 
land Emerging Players XJ after the 
second day in UlfelDngton yesterday. 
The tourists began the day on 66 
without loss In reply to the hosts' 
total of 209 and looked set For a big 
score after the openers Ian Flana- 
gan [93) and Michael Gough f73J put 
on 153. However, after Charles 
Haywood was trapped Ibw for 24. 
England were 22 2 tor 4. They then 
lost their last six wickets for 55 runs. 


4-38): England Linder- 19 277 (IN Flanagan 
93. M A Gough 73: S 5Bva 4-48). 

TOUR MATCH (6m1Im M; (Inal davof 
three): Pakistan 334 For 6 dec and 272 (Sat- 
fmMuk 1 22. Jiuamam-ul-Haq L R 9u*- 
la 4-38. D Ganesh 4-78); India A 275 and 
111 For 5 |S Ramesh 55). Match dream. 


BUSTA CUP (Third day of foor|: 
Nspiorc Guyana 215: Jamaica 208 (1C 
Adams 64; M Nagamootoo 4-35) 

CYCLING 

Richard Viren que. the French rider, 
win mate his debut for the Fold team 
In the Raris to Nice race from 8 to 
1 5 March. Viren que will race along- 
side the winner of the 1997 Giro 
dlcaQa, Ivan Gotti, who mil start his 
season with the Lalguegtla trophy 
on 1 6 February. 

FOOTBALL 

Alain Giresse. the former France mid- 
field er. has been appointed new 
coach of Toulouse, in succession to 
Guy La com be, who was dismissed 
after the club were knocked out of 
die French Cup by the amateur side 
Jura Sud Foot on Saturday. 

FA CUP UrtfeHTiomid Ifctare tfanjjw: Sac 
14 Fete: Manchester Ucd » Fulham: New- 
castle v Blackburn f from 13 Feb). 
THANSreifc Stave FYmkIs (goalkeeper) 
Huddersfield in Northampton (free) 
SUNDAY *S LATE RESULTS: Italian 
LaagiMB Empofl 0 Ftorendna 3 (Hefcvlcti 78. 
Rui Costa Bi. Edmundo 83). Spanish 
League: TbnerlFe I (Castano pen 71 ) Sala- 
manca 0: Deportivo La Corufta 4 (Fran 1 2. 
Flores 23. 71. Pauleta 38) Real Madrid 0. 
Wort M gnese League; Bans 7 Beta Mar 
O. African NaUMur Cxf> Graqplour (Lie 


WEEKEND POOLS FORECAST 


FA CARLING 
PREMIERSHIP 

1 Blackburn v Tottenham u 

2 Coventry v Liverpool ji 

3 Everton v Nottm Ftotest 1 

4 Middlesbrough v Leicester 1 

5 Newcastle v Aston Villa ji 

6 She/F Wed v Derby 1 

7 Southampton v Leeds 2 

8 Wimbledon v West Ham 1 

Sandey: Arsenal v Chelsea. Cnad ton v Man 
Urd. 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

9 Bolton v Norwich f 

ID Crewe vShettUtd 2 

11 Huddersfield v Bristol Ocy 1 

12 Ipswich v Port V&fe t 

13 Oxford Ucd v Barnsley m 

14 OPR » Portsmouth _ 1 

15 ScccKpon v Wolverhampton jt 

16 Swindon v Bury - 1 

17 Tranmere v Crystal Palace 1 

IB Watford vStmdertand ji 

19 West Brom v Grimsby I 

Sunday: Birmingham v Bradford. 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 

SECOND DIVISION 

20 Blackpool v Macclesfield 1 

21 Bristol Rovers v Colchester 1 


22 Chesterfield v Wycombe 1 

23 Fulham v Northampton 1 

24 Lincoln City v Burnley — * 

25 lucon v Bournemouth •* 

26 MIlfwaD v Gillingham - Jt 

27 Notts County v Reatfeig 2 

28 Walsall v Wigan 1 

29 Wrexham v Preston - a 

30 Very v Oldham - 1 

Friday: Stoke u Man Gry. 

NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 
THIRD DIVISION 

31 Bamet v Swansea -* 

32 Brighton v Peterborough 1 

33 Cambridge Urd v Carlisle 1 

34 Cardlfl v Brentford 1 

35 Exeter v Plymouth 1 

36 Halifax v Rotherham 1 

37 Hull u Shrewsbury 1 

38 Leyton Orient v Darlington 1 

39 Mansfield v Chester 1 

Not oo coupon: Rochdale v Hartlepool: 
Scunthorpe v Scarborough. Southend v 
Torquay. 

SCOTTISH PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

40 Aberdeen v Rangers J2 

41 Dundee Utd v Dunfermline ..........1 

42 Hearts V Motherwell 1 

43 Kilmarnock v Dundee — 1 

Sunday: Celtic v St Johnstone. 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

*4 Airdrie v HJbemian ,.ji 

45 Morton v Stranraer ..1 

46 Hamilton v Falkirk.... _...2 

47 Ralth v Clydebank ji 

48 Sc Mirren v Ayr ji 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

49 Arbroath v Clyde. ,x 

Mac on coupon: Inverness Cal. v ForFar. 
Livingston v Rartidi: Queen or South v Al- 
loa: Sorting v East File. Scottish League 
Third HiiUoa: Brechin v Berwick: Cow- 
denbeath v Queen's Park; Dumbarton v 
Ross County; East Stirling v Montrose: 
Stenhousemuir v Albion. 

TEN HOMES: Bolton v NorwicH: Hud- 
dersfield v Bristol dry. Ipswich v Port Vale; 
Chesterfield v Wycombe; Fulham v 
Northampton: Mb&HI v Wigan: Cam- 
bridge Utd vCaritsle; Mansfield v Chester; 
Kilmarnock v Dundee: Morton v Stranraer. 

FIVE AMMY5: Southampton v Leeds; 
Crewe v Sheff Utd: Wrexham v Preston; 
Aberdeen v Rangers; Hamilton v faftorie 
FOUR DRAINS; Blackburn v Tottenham; 
Coventry v Uuerpooi: Newcastle v Aston 
Villa; Oxford Ucd v Barnsley. 

Pools forecast sefectfon? by Ian Dames 


anda): Angola 3 [AKwa 7. 52. 87) Gabon 
1 | Martin 34) Group Six (Aatsuanariw 
Midag): Madagascar l (Rasoanatvo 55) 
Zambia 2 (KHembe 85. Mnanzy 87). Group 
Seven ( Monrovia): Liberia 2 Uganda 0. 


BOB HOPE CLASSIC (Palm Springs, 
Calif) Leading (bul-raand scares (US 
unless Mated): 334 D Duval 70 71 64 70 
59. 335 5 Pttic 66 70 64 69 66. 336 J Hus- 
ton 63 73 71 63 66- 339 B Estes 68 71 

65 67 68; F Funk 65 68 66 69 71. 340 S 
Kendall 67 73 66 64 70. 341 J Mageerr 

69 72 66 68 66. 342 P Goydos 67 72 69 

70 64: J Shi man 68 68 70 68 68: K Suther- 
land 69 72 66 67 68. 343 R Allenby (Aus) 

70 70 6 7 70 66; S Wwplank 67 71 67 67 
7 1. 344 P Jacobsen 66 72 70 7066;TTry- 
ba 69 72 68 69 66; J Maglnnes 70 70 70 

68 66; 7 Pemice Jnr 63 72 66 74 69: G 
Hlei tstedt (Swe) 67 74 65 67 71. 
NAPLES LPGA MEMORIAL (Naples, 
nwtdal L ea d i ng final-round scores 
(US unless stated): 272 M Mallon 69 67 

69 67. 273 H AIFred&son (Swe) 69 68 68 
68: K Robbins 69 68 68 68. 275 A Soren- 
stam (Swe) 70 72 67 66: H Stacy 65 71 

69 70: L Neumann (Swel 65 70 71 69. 277 
L Davies (GB) 67 73 68 69; L Kane (Can) 
68 72 67 70: M EstiU 65 72 70 70: J Inksier 

66 73 65 73; K Webb (Aus) 63 69 72 73. 
278 L Dudley 69 71 69 69: J Geddes 68 

71 70 69; H Dobson (GB) 68 73 67 70. Oth- 
er GB: 281 J Moodie 68 70 71 72. 283 J 
Mortey 72 70 73 68. 286 C Matthew 69 

70 77 70: K Marshall 72 71 73 70. 290 S 
5trudw1dc 71 7* 73 72. 296 A Nicholas 74 
70 78 74. 297 M McKay 71 73 81 72: S 

| Lowe 70 75 75 77. 

ICE HOCKEY 
NHL ALL-STAR GAME: North Amenta 8 
World Team 6. 

SEKONDA SUPERLEAGUE: Manchester 
6 NewcasUe 0: Bracknell 3 Ayr I. Cardiff 
3 London 0. Sheffield 4 Nottingham 0. 

ICE SKATING 
EUROPEAN CHAMnONSHEPS (Prague) 
Moo's qtuUfylng group A: 1 L TotH (Frj 
0 4 factored pta«Hnenc« 2 A Vlasnenko 
(Ger) 0.8: 3 A Ybgudm (Rus) 1 .2 : 8 N Wil- 
son (GB) 3J. 

MOTORCYCLING 

The Italian Max Biaggi is to ride for 
Yamaha's factory 500cc team In the 
coming Grand Prix season even 
though he has stiff formally to sign 
a contract. 

MOTOR RACING 

The proposed Argentina Grand Prix 
has been officially withdrawn from 
the world championship calendar, 
motor sport’s governing body the 
FW, announced yesterday. , An agree- 
ment between tne commercial rights 
holder and the focal promoter could 

not be reached." the F1A said in a 
statement. 


RUGBY UNION 

NPI CUP Quarter-final draw: Aldwimans 
v MaJdstcw; Barnstaple » Bas/npsroke. 
Dudley Kne5ur1nford v Sevencuks: Ilkeston 
v Driffield. nw io t# played on Sotinrfoy r J 
Febroory. 

TETLEY’S BITTER VASE Quartor-Rul 
draw: North and Wa mm i J ttntslra Soar- 
borough v Knottlnglcy. Sutnlliara v Heaton 
Moor London 4 South East and South 
West DMsfan: BtUeriuy v St lust; OW Tlffini- 
ans vAuon or Datchwortfi. Ties to be played 
on Smurdoy 13 February 

SNOOKER 

REGAL WELSH OPEN (CardUT) Fine 
mmd: S Bingham (Eng) Or T Dr ago (Mai- 
u) 5-0; B Sruddon (Sco| be D Henry (Sco) 
5-2; P Sweeny (Eng) bt M Clark (Eng) 5-4; 
M Dunn (Eng) bt M King (Eng) 5-3.7 Wat- 
tana (Thai) bt R NMUns lEng) 5-4; p Hunter 
(Eng) be I McCuXoch (Eng| 5-4: N Bond (Engl 
bt 0 Rnbow (Enel 5-4, T Ouppel (Uttill bt 
B Morgan (Engl 5-4. 

SQUASH 

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPMMS (Grand 
Central Station, New Warfcl Men's first 
ratmfcD Harris (Eng) txGRydrig (Can) 15-5 


15-13 1 5-6. R Eyles (Aus) bt T darner (Eng) 
15-9 8-15 15-8 15-13:5 Boswell (Am) Eit 
A Khan (Rjfc) 1S-I7 17-15 15-6 75-11; P 

Johnson (EnO bi PPtke lAus) 15-59-1515- 


Boswell (Aus) fit 
5 15-6 75-11: P 


Johnson (Eng) bi P Ptke lAus) 1 5-5 9 -15 1 5- 

6 15-7; A Gough (WsH bt S Casreteyr (Bri) 
15-5 15-11 15-4: DJenson (Aus) btA Sha- 
bana (Eg) 15-9 15-5 15-13; Ci Elboroiossy 
tEg) bt M ChHooer (Eng) 12-15 6-IS 15-5 
15-7 15-12: A Bamda TEgi be A Hill (Aus) 


4-15 15-9 9-15 15-7 15- 


TENNIS 


bt F Senrora (Frt 6-2 6- 3 7-5, T MARTIN 1US) 
btW Black pimj 7-66-4 6-4; V KAFELNIKOV 
(Rus) b! A Ravel 6-3 7-6 6-7 3-6 6-4. 
Women's stales, fourth round: 6 GRAF 
(Geri be B Scfiett \Au t) 6-1 6-1; M SELES 
iUS) ht S TESTUD (Ff) 6-0 6-3. M HINGIS 
(Svrir) bt A COETZER (SA) 6-3 6-7 6-1. M 
PERCE (Ft) bt A KOURNBKWA (RV&) 6-0 6-4. 
Men's doubles, third round: G Kuerten 
(Bra) and N Lapentti (Ecu) bt N Kuirl and M 
TTils cram (Swe) 3-6 7-6 6-4; p GALBRAITH 


(Svrir) bt A COETZER (SA) 6-3 6-7 6-1. M 
PIBICE (R) bt A KOURNMOUA (Rus) 6-0 6-4. 
Men's doubles, third round: G Kuerten 
(Bra) and N Lapentti (Ecu) bt N Kuirl and M 
THIS tram (Swe) 3-6 7-6 &4: p GALBRAITH 

ffid PHAARHU15 (Neu „ * M 

(Bela| and A OnwvsWjr (Rusj 5-4 6-4. 
Women** Ndte, third --ne—L* F i Um 
(Arg) and D van Roost (Bel) bt E CALLEWS 
(BdTand 1 KALARD-DECUGIS IFr) 6 - 46 - 1 - 
L DAVENPORT (US) and N 2VERTVA inelai 


(BdTand 1 HALARD-DECUGIS [Frl 5^46-1 
L DAVENPORT (US) and N ZVEREVA (Bela) 
5^5 30,1 R O r » 8P‘ t * (Ron) 6-06-3'. 

r !lT ao f , l *<1 ■SMauresmo (Fri be A 

Carl con (Swe) and J Dohic (Aus) 6-2 6-0. 


pnamr^hut: 5 Uflilams and V WUbms (US) 
PPI b-4 4-6 W . 

S***** 1 * 1 "Nnwt D Johnson 
lUSJ Ot M BHUPATHI (ind) 
6-2 C Haggard 

LM«jeajAuSl 2-6 6-3 6-3: N Kidh (Swei 

S-2: E Fem*a (SA) and D 
uumnlriWitR'S |US) and L N6I- 
: M Mmwj (Bela) and 

fnSSJSSS *.B S1 b - J l^ngoiUSl and E 
unwwseva (Rui) 6-4 6-4. 

Seeds m coptrctfs 
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Collymore to 
seek stress 

counselling 


STAN COLL™ ORE is to seek 
stress counselling to help him 
overcome his "current difficul- 
ties.’' 

It was thought that Aston 
Villa’s £7m record signing 
would be on the carp^afta' fedl- 
ing to turn up for Saturday’s FA 
Cup match against Ftilham. 
But Villa have said that Colly- 
more was not in a fit state to be 
considered and have vowed to 
help the former England strik- 
er through his problems. 

Villa issued a brief state- 
ment aftermeetings during the 
day between Villa's manages 
John Gregory Collymore, his 
representative, Paul Stretford, 
and the dub's board of direc- 
tors. As a result of those talks, 
Collymore has put his career on 
hold while he seeks the coun- 
selling that he feels is vitaL 

The statement said: “Stan 
Collymore has made it dear 
that pressures and stress have 
been building up fora long pe- 
riod of time, which c ulmina ted 
in the decision by the dub not 
to consider him fit to play on 
Saturday. 

“Following this, Stan has de- 
clared that he wishes to seek 
further counselling to help him 
overcome his current difficul- 
ties.” It added that the Villa's 
manager and board of directors 
had expressed their desire to 
help Collymore. 

Gregorywas unavailable for 
comment after the meeting 
and Stretford would only say: 
"Wfe have had talks all day and 
I think the statement says 


FOOTBALL 


by John Curtis 

everything that has to be said. 
I am certainly not letting on 
when the counselling will get 
underway or where it will take 
place." 

Collymore has expressed 
his unhappiness at Villa in re- 
cent weeks and last week spelt 
out his disappointment at being 
only a “peripheral" part of Gre- 
gory’s title plans. The former 
Liverpool player had been a 
substitute for six of the previ- 
ous eight matches before the 
shock Cup defeat by Hiiham. 
Gregory had responded by urg- 
ing Collymore to follow the ex- 
ample of Julian Joachim in 
fi ghting his way bade into the 
side. 

Then came CoQymore's non- 
appearance for the Filham 
match after Gregory had ad- 
mitted he was originally se- 
lected to play another role from 
the substitute's bench. 

Stretford insisted yesterday 
that Collymore had not gone 
Awol and that the player had 
contacted the Villa physio, Jim 
Walks: on Friday, rimming that 
he was not fit to play. The extent 
of his condition has now been re- 
vealed and he may now face a 
long battle to overcome his 
problems. 

Another errant striker; Mark 
Viduka, yesterday promised he 
is at Celtic to stay and that he 
will never again turn his back 
on the Glasgow dub. 


The Australian international 
striker lasted a mere 72 hours 
at Barkhead in December fol- 
lowing his £3m signing from 
Croatia Zagreb, before leaving 
for Australia complaining of 
stress. Yfesterday was his first 
public appearance with the 
Huh since his return. 

Viduka was keen to avoid 
apportioning blame for his 
seven-week absence, saying 
his only concern now was 
launching his Celtic career on 
the pitch. He pointed to his un- 
happiness in Zagreb as the 
overriding factor in his swift 
departure from Scotland, but 
Haims tha t his personal trou- 
bles are out of his system and 
will not return. 

Viduka, who now wishes to 
be known as Mark rather than 
Marko, said: "I understand all 
this is not a usual occurrence, 
but it is hard to understand. I 
felt I wasn't ready to fulfil my 
contract without having a rest 
before that and getting things 
back into balance. 

“Is there a guarantee m 
stay? I am back here - that is 
a good enough guarantee. I'm 
ready to start playing for Celtic 
and give my heart to the team. 

“I thought at the time I first 
came here I would be aide to 
take it in my stride, but the 
whole package was too much - 
inducting the pressure from 
the fans at Zagreb. Hie last 
months in Croatia were hard to 
take, and that only hit me when 
I came to Glasgow.” 

Football, page 23 


League snubs fans’ plea 


THE PREMIER League has re- 
jected calls from fens' groups 
to oppose BSkyB's proposed 
£623. 4m takeover of Manches- 
ter United. The Football Sup- 
porters' Association and the 
Independent Manchester Unit- 
ed Supporters’ Association 
want the League to back their 
fight against the satellite 
broadcaster. 

The supporters' organisa- 
tions fed the League should sup- 
port than as they are helping its 
court case against the Office erf 
Fair Trading over the television 
rights to the Premiership. 


United’s supporters' associa- 
tion may withdraw its support 
if the League does not recipro- 
cate. Hie League is understood 
to be surprised the timing of 
the objection and believes the 
two issues are separate. 

A League spokesman, Mike 
Lee, said: “The issues at stake 
in our current court case re- 
main the same. The suppliers’ 
organisations have recognised 
that the OFT pose a real threat 
to the fabric of the game. It 
would be wrong to trade sup- 
port on other issues." 

The League is understood to 


feel the BSkyB takeover raises 
serious concerns which are 
down to the competition au- 
thorities to deal with. This is not 
satisfactory for the fans’ 
groups, and they want the 
League’s co-operation. 

The chairman of United's 
supporters association, Andy 
WjaJsh, said: “When the Pre- 
mier League approached us to 
give evidence in the OFT case 
we saw it as the only way to re- 
tain some form of redistribution 
of wealth and parity within the 
Premier League. We’re now re- 
considering our position." 
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ACROSS 

7 Man in Europe admit- 
ting sexual attraction (4) 

8 One among county nota- 
bles where servants are 
found? (101 

10 Dales town, popular, is 
to become familiar (6£) 

11 It encourages growth of 
the electric blanket ef- 
fect? (6) 

12 Woman is turning yel- 
lowish-brown or a deep- 
er colour (6) 

13 Thus getting a grass 
thrown in the sea (8) 

15 Patient result of being 
racked? (4-9) 

18 Canine makes one look 
and sound horn hard (3- 
5) 

20 Get ready to fire off 
again about cargo (6) 


22 Cheap US quarter? (3-3) 

24 Fix line which mani- 
curist uses? (4-4) 

25 Makes inspection to 
grasp points of meagre 


quality (10) 
woman’: 


26 woman’s European ge- 
netic material (4) 

DOWN 

1 Pieces put together by- 
friend in a remarkable 
way (10) 

2 Trimmed dried fruit for 
ruler (6) 

3 Swayed, e.g_ sadly un- 
able to get a word, in so? 
( 8 ) 

4 These characters will 
get right woman (6) 

5 After butter one will pro- 
vide smoked beef (8) 

6 In short, cut cheese (4) 


9 Find sow maybe in 
African developments? 
(5,2,6) 

14 Indicating everybody's 
enthralled by taking on 
of football star? (10» 

16 Mark has not been im- 
properly embracing one 
(4,4) 

17 Appearing before all the 
others, looking most like 
a noble? (8) 

19 Make greater offer in at- 
tempt to escape? (6) 
taken by 


21 Put up line 

school inspectors ignor- 
ing society (6) 

23 Place in Twickenham? 
Yes and no (4) 
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American survives the curse of the seeds 



Todd Martin serves during his fourtihrotmd victory at (be Australian Open in Melbourne yesterday to become aneofooty 
two men's seeds to reach the quarter-finals of the season's first Grand Slam Report, page 22; Photograph: Reuters 



scorers 




New order faces 
drug case farce 


BRITISH ATHLETICS, due to 
launch itself into a brave new 
world today will do so drag ging 
behind it an embarrassing 
piece of unfinished business 
concerning an athlete who has 
foiled a drug test. 

At a press conference yes- 
terday, UK Athletics spokesper- 
son Jayne Pearce said the 
athlete could not be named, 
even though a B sample test had 
confirmed the original finding. 

Standard procedure rules 
that a committee now has to 
decide whether there is a dear 
doping case to answer - and 
owing to administrative confu- 
sion following the collapse into 
receivership of the British Ath- 
letic Federation in October 
1997, no such committee is in 
place to do so. 

A hastily formed bocty will re- 
view the case “within the next 
few days" according to Pearce, 
who read a statement of the UK 
Athletics position yesterday. 
“If it is a doping case, we can 
reveal the name. If it is not we 
wont We have to protect the 
confidentiality and rights of the 
athlete, and the principle that 
they are innocent until proved 
guilty." 

Pearce was unable to com- 
ment on any other details of the 
case, but confirmed that what 
appears to be the first major 
doping problem the domestic 
sport has had since 1994 could 
not have come at a more awk- 
ward time. “We were on course 


ATHLETICS 


By mike Rowbottom 

for transferring recognition to 
the new governing body 
tomorrow," she said, “but this 
adverse finding has slowed 
everything up." 

The statement confirmed 
that a recent B test had con- 
firmed a positive A sample 
given by a British athlete. “In 
view of the transition in gov- 
erning body status from BAF to 
UK Athletics," it continued, 
“UK Athletics and BAF are 
working together to decide the 
procedures to be followed. 

“Under BAF rules, a com- 
mittee will be formed to review 
whether or not a doping offence 
may have taken place. The ath- 
lete is not suspended and will 
not be suspended unless and 
until that committee decides 
that a doping offence may have 
taken place." 

Pearce stressed that the 
case is following established 
procedure, but acknowledged 
that, since the effective demise 
of the old BAF drug advisory 
group, the next link in the chain 
no longer existed. 

Responding to the sugges- 
tion that an interim committee 
should have been set up for 
such an eventuality as has 
just occurred, she said: “The 
case is legally one for BAF to 
deal with, because the sport is 
stall working to their rule book 


And their business is being 
dealt with by the administra- 
tors. But no one is dragging 
their feet over this issue. We 
hope to resolve it as soon as 
possible." 

A resolution cannot come 
soon enough for a sport which 
stands on the brink of a new 
season needing to seal a five- 
year television deal with the 
BBC and to secure a number of 
sponsors for its key domestic 
events. UK Athletics needs to 
be clearly and independently 
established to ensure the 
smooth working of a sport 
which has picked itself up by its 
bootstraps since the dark days 
of autumn 1997. 

The longer this latest doping 
case is unresolved, the more 
the sport in general is likely to 
be harmed by the inevitable 
speculation which will follow. 
And yet UK Athletics needs to 
proceed with caution to en- 
sure it does not become in- 
volved in the kind of potentially 
costly court case which fol- 
lowed in the wake of Diane 
Modahl's successful appeal 
a gainst thednpin g han im p osed 
on her five years ago. 

The billing for today's an- 
nouncement promised the 
“Launch (with a difference) of 
UK Athletics." Unfortunately 
the difference now is that the 
launch is effectively held up on 
the slipway, and it will take 
some frantic efforts to free the 
sport's new vessel 
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Join the AA 

now and a partner 

joins free 

You don’t have to be married, in a relationship, or related to benefit 
from AA joint membership. You just have to share the same home 
address. Normally, joint membership is an option costing up to 
£26. Now. with this offer it comes completely free. For a 
limited period only, two people can join and benefit from a 
year’s AA breakdown assistance for the price of one! 

And remember, with AA personal membership, you and 
your joint member are covered even when travelling 
in someone else’s car. 

• We have the world's largest patrol force, 
and fix more breakdowns at the roadside 
than any other motoring organisation. 

• We are more likely to get you back on 
the road quicker than anyone else, 
saving you time and money. 


OFFICIALS AND scorers were ■ 
at loggerheads yesterday $n V 
Q gpiinr; India, over whether Or 
not the Pakistan batsman In- 
zamam-ul-Haq scored a cen- 
tury in the first innings Of his 
side's drawn three-day match 
against India A. 

Pakistan’s captain, WaSim . 
Akram, declared the first for 
nings at a total of 334 for 6 on Sat- 
urday and the scorers logged 
Inzamam's score at 98 not out 
Pakistani officials later said 
Tfesim had declared becaasethe 
stadium scoreboards showed 
his individual total at 100. 

Pakistan’ s manages; Shah- 
iyar Khan, said that the Indian - 
f rf f fr fois had agreed to correct 
what he said was a communi- 
cation gap, saying hmamam 
had indeed completed his eefo ‘ 
tary But the scorers stockfo - 
their guns. “We hare not 
dianged anything. We have spo- 
ken to the umpires as we& If 
there is anything between, ftk- ' 
fetan and file board, it is between 
them," scorer Sunil Gupta said. . 

Pakistan’s coach,. Jayed. 
Miandad, gave reporters an 
“unofficial” scoresheet that 
showed IbusufYbuhanna’s&st • 
innings score as 122 , two rims 
less than the 124 given by the 
scorers. The two runs were . 
found instead on Inzamam’s 
total A spokesman for the 
Board of Conlrol for Cricket in 
India said a dedsion would be 
taken later on wbeiher there : 
was an anamoty in tiie score. 

- Tnyamam nam inwty rrnssed a 

century in the second fomngs 
when he was tiowled.by the 

p fffflgnan Laur nf Rfl tan Sl mHn 
^terbehad scored 96. 

SaKm Mafikand Inzafliam 
saved Pakis tan from potential 
problems. Salim struck 122 to fift 
his team from 23 for5 to a total, 
of 272 all out, boosting a58-rm 
first innings advantage to 330. 

Pakistan’s bowlers then re- : 
stored control as India A stut- 
tered to 111 for 5 before the 
dose. Pakistan’s fire mum 
bowlers took one wicket each, 
but WaqarYbunis, punished in 
the first innings, conceded 40 in 
eight overs. 



■AvateNe lor a Hmtaj period. Certain 
wnditiom apply, call (or details. 


To our members we're 
not just a breakdown 
service, we're the 4th 
Emergency Service. 


AA 



JOIN NOW 
CALL FREE 

0800 

444 

999 

please quote 

OFFER CODE 6003 
LINES open 24 HRS 
OR JOIN ONLINE AT 

www.theaa.co.uk 
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‘I’d like to 
thank my 

Grandpa, my 
agent, and 
84 hungry, 
star-struck, 

freelance, 

4 free-loading 
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hat an emotional eve- 
ning it was. Gwyneth 
Pattrow, quivering Eke a 
flower in the breeze as 
she accepted her Gold- 
en Globe award for best 
comedy actress in 
Shakespeare in Love, could not hold back the 
tears as she paid tribute to her sick grandfather 
Jenna Fifinan, honoured for her performance 
m toe TV series Dhorma and Greg, thanked her 
mother and father "for giving birth to me”. Ed 
Harris's list of thank-yous for bis best support- 
ing actor award (for 27ie Truman Show) included 
God Himself - •'for giving me the gift, of life". 

Sunday night’s star-studded bash at the Bev- 
erly HOtan displayed aQ the senseless hyperbole, 
the sweeping proclamations of universal love, 
the tears, glitter and occasional flashes of gen- 
uine wit that we have come to expect from that 
archetypal Hollywood awards ceremony, the 
Oscars. Only these weren’t the Oscars, but the 
Golden Globes - the influential, closely scrutin- 
ised precursor to the Academy Awards that have 
been described as a kind of New Hampshire pri- 
mary of the Hollywood prize-giving season. 

In a film world where marketing is king, and 
nominations for big awards translate into mil- 
lions at the box office, the Globes are serious stuff 

- serious enough for every one of Sunday 
night’s hicky winners, even if they were too emo- 
jtnnai to remember the names of their co-stars, 

■^53Jjjay reverent homage to the event’s sponsors, 
the Hollywood Fbreign Press Association. 

Who? 

Leaving the fete of one of Hollywood’s biggest 
nights of the year in the hands of a bunch of jour- 
nalists may seem suspect enough, but the Fbr- 
eign Press Association does not even live up to 
the dubious respectability erf its ponderous title. 
Hfe are not talking about respected critics here, 
or even the carefully selected representatives 
of major newspapers and media orga nisations 
from around the world. No, the HFPA is little 
more than a pampered clique, an 82-member 
body largely made up of freelances and part- 
timers which jealously guards its privileges and 
makes it supremely difficult for outsiders- even 
bona fide reporters from mqor publications such 
as be Monde - to penetrate its world of special 
advance screenings, celebrity lunches and aU- 
expenses-paid tr ips to film festivals. 

Fbr years the HFPA was considered a bit of 
a joke, andfilm stars treated the Golden Globes 

- if they bothered to turn up at all- as an excuse 
to have a laugh, drink too much and josh each 
other at the podium microphone. But that was 
before the miracle-working powers of network 
television intervened. 

Last yean 24 million people in the United 
States alone followed the proceedings on NBC; 
it attracts so much top-doDar advertising that 
a relatively unfriHy ceremony takes more than 
■ fcee hours to unspool on prime time. The for- 


eign press's ability to predict, and possibly in- 
fluence, the mainstream sensibilities of the Acad- 
emy (four of the last five Oscar-winning films 
were also Golden Globe recipients) has simply 
overwhelmed the frequent ethical misgivings 
about a voting body that receives publicity 
perks and other favours from the makers of the 
films it is asked to pronounce upon. 

Compared to the Academy, whose 5,000-odd 
members are all industry professionals and are 
banned from receiving any perks from the stu- 
dios beyond videotapes of their films, the Fbr- 
eign Press Association looks distinctly eccentric. 
Its members have included a retired engineer 
the chair of the pan-African studies department 
at Cal State university a mac who markets auto- 
mobiles, and a shop assistant in a hi-fi store. 

The body has admitted that at least 40 percent 
of its members are not full-time journalists, but 
the rules stipulate only that members should 
show proof of four published articles or broad- 
cast pieces per year: There are an awful lot of 
submissions from writers claiming to unite 
“for Costa Rican and Czech publications”. 

When The Washington Post published a 
widety publicised denunciation of the Fbreign 
Press Association two years ago. It discovered 
that a correspondent for Le Monde had been 
turned down for membership four or five times. 
Under the group’s bylaws, a sitting member has 
the power ofveto over any applicant -even one 
who works fbr a competing paper. 

The attractions of membership are unden- 
iable. Press screenings of new films are usually 
a ccompani ed by lunch or dinner, and invariably 
followed up by exclusive interview opportunities 
with the director and leading actors. Fbreign 



Why does the industzy put up with such a dub- 
ious crowd? One answer is that the Golden 
Globes, having become an accident on the path 
to the Oscars, have now became too prominent 
to ignore, and hang the niceties. Another, loudly 
proclaimed in publications such as The Washr 
fnfltonPost and Rolling Stone, both of which have 
aimed broad jab s at th e event, is the very sug- 
gestibility of the HFPA. The studios can lavish 
gifts and attention on a group of hungry star- 
struck pseudo-journalists, the argument runs, 
and in return their films and stars can be re- 
warded with the glare of media publicity. 

Certainty there have beem occasions when tiie 
foreign press’s activities have aroused wide- 
spread suspicion. In 1981, HFPA members were 
treated to several days of entertainment in Las 
Vegas by Meshulam Rikiis, married at the time 
to PiaZadora. WhenZadora was named “new 
female star oftheyear" for her work in the emi- 
nently forgettable movie Butterfly, it caused such 

a storm that the Globes were considered off lim- 
its fbr network television for several years. 

There were similar murmurs in 1993 after Al 
Pacino was named “best actor" for his work in 


BY ANDREW GUMBEL 


press members are invariably showered with 
freebies - not just baseball caps and T-shirts, 
but valuable gifts such as a silver money-dip 
to promote Martin Scorsese’s movie Casino). 

Trips to locations andfilm festivals are com- 
mon, with the association usually paying for the 
flights and the studio picking up the hotel bilL 
Membere who may spend much of the year pur- 
suing entirety different fonns of employment can 
find themselves on the receiving end of an aH- 
expenses-paid return trip to Cannes orVfenice. 

Thanks to the Golden Globes, there is money 
galore for such enterprises. According to tax re- 
turns and other documents published in the 
entertainment newspaper Variety, the Fbreign 
Press Association made $L5m from the 1997 
event and - largely because of strict rules gov- 
erning what non^eiofit organisations can and can 
not spend m oney- has a cash pile of about j3-5m- 
There are plans to build a new headquarters, 
consatetewShstate-aHhe-art screening faeffities. 
To the associations credit, it also gives ina-easog 
chunks of cash to charity. 


Scent cfaVfoman. Afew weeks eaifia; the HFPA 
had been off in New’Hbrk on a promotional trip 
that included interview time with Pacino. The 
scandal was muted by the fact that Pacino gave 
a genuinely impressive performance - one that 
also netted him the Best Actor Oscar 

Occasionally prominent film-makers have 
complained about lavishing so much attention 
on the foreign press. In 1993, the director Rob 
Reiner complained to The Sew York Times that 
the exdume press conferences he had given had 
seem ed to be Bale more than an opportunity for 
HFPA members to have their photographs 
taken with their fevourite movie stars. SuCh com- 
plaints are rare, however; because of the sheer 
power of the Hollywood publicity machine. 

More often, stars and studios will actively cul- 
tivate the HFPA After a press conference to pro- 
mote Cosmo, in which she played the wife of a 
mafioso casino operator Sharon Stone sent hand- 
written thank-you notes to each member She 
went on to win the Gol den G lobe and an Oscar 
nomination. One of the HFPA’s favourite char- 


ities, the American Foundation for Aids Re- 
search, is chaired by Sharon Stone, and she is 
a regular fixture at the awards ceremoity. 

The complaints and press denunciations 
have had some effect The current president of 
the Fbreign Press Association, a German jour- 
nalist called Helmut Vbss, has promised a review 
of the association’s admissions procedure. As 
part of its broadcasting agreement for the Gold- 
en Globes, NBC this year required that associ- 
ation members sign a waiver agreeing not to 
accept excessive gifts or hospitality. 

The Washington Post reported that this cov- 
ered “ary gifts other than those that are the cus- 
tomary promotional gifts of the studios" - 
wording that the paper suggested, was vague 
enough to leave plenty of room for abuses. 

Although this year’s awards were broadly in 
line with industry expectations, with Shake- 
speare in Love, Saving Private Ryan and The 
Tyumen Show winning the lion’s share, that has 
not stopped gossip over some nominations. Ter- 
rence Malicks war epic The Thin Red Line re- 
ceived not a single mention - which irked the 
studio. Twentieth Century Fox, enough to point 
out that less than 50 per cent of the HFPA had 
turned up to the special screening. 

Meanwhile Fateh Adams, a Robin Williams 
comedy, earned itself a best film nomination in 
the comedy/musical section even though it was 
roundly panned by every leading newspaper. 

None of these misgivings was aired at the cer- 
emony itself of course. The closest thing to sar- 
casm came from Jack Nicholson, recipient of a 
lifetime achievement award and a man too well 
established in foe business to have much to lose. 
With his deadpan delivery and wickedly am- 
biguous smile, he said he particularly appreci- 
ated the award because it didn’t come from a peer 
group. “The Hollywood Foreign press is a loose 
group of guys and gals,” he said. “Mxi almost fed 
you could go out and have file with them.” 

Othe rwise , the tone was of impeccable def- 
erence. HFPA President Vbss. a veteran writer 
for the Springer press group, perhaps summed 
it up best as be was introduced on to the stage 
- looking fin* all the world like a man who can’t 
believe his good fortune at being the object of 
such prestigious adulation. 

ti Tb be a journalist, have an accent life Erich 
von Stroheim and bekissed by Sharon Stone," 
he gushed. “Only in America." 
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After the Lords 


Sin I am alarmed that, although 
David Aaron ovitch (“Some 
thoughts, your Lordship, on the 
reform of your House", 21 
January) says that we need a 
“mostly elected, legitimate and 
powerful second chamber" he 
does not follow out the logic of this: 

it must be wholly elected to be 
legitimate and powerful. 

It should represent different 
constituencies from MPs. Regions, 
particularly in England, need 
elected representation so that the 
whole of the United Kingdom can 
have sensible links with the 
European Union's important 
Council of Regions. 

It should not include bishops or 
any other religious nominees. As a 
Methodist, I am only too aware of 
the baleful effects the entwining of 
church and state has had on both. 
It is 350 years since Cromwell tried 
unsuccessfully to reform our polity 
by root and branch reform; let us 
not miss another opportunity to 
become democratic 
JOHN D ANDERSON 
Baddan, West Yorkshire 


Sir; If the House of Lords 
replacement is to be decided by 
popular vote, who are we likely to 
end up with? Sundry pop singers, 
sportspersons, TV “personalities" 
plus Richard Branson. 

The country already has a pool 
of individuals of varied political 
persuasion with a proven record of 
working for the public, overseeing 
large budgets within tight spending 
limits, and political acumen. These 
are our retiring lord mayors. List 
the county, city and town councils 
with the 500 biggest budgets and 
each year the retiring mayor from 
one third of the list would serve for 
three years. The house would be 
far more representative than at 
present 

Even changes to signs would be 
minimal : simply change the namt ‘ 
to “the House of Lord Mayors” . 

RN FRANKLIN 
Birmingham 


Sin Pelham Barton (letter; 22 
January) asks if anyone can 
explain why other than a 
completely elected replacement 
for the House of Lords is even an 
option. I’ll try. 

A completely elected 
replacement would be another 
House of Commons. It is enough 
that we have one of those already. 
And what would it do? Act in the 
name of the electorate to limit the 
will of the electorate? 

Such a house would be foil of 
politicians, for goodness' sake. The 
breadth of experience, wisdom and 
perspective would be diminished 
dramatically. We will have more 
elections, more politics and it will 
cost more. 

DAVID CHANDLER 
Bromley, Kent 


Sir Pelham Barton asks whether 
there is any case fora second 
chamber which is not directly 
elected. Well, the argument is that 
the bouse should continue to have 
some independent members who, 
vote on the merits of legislation 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Sir: Lord Strathclyde has ask e d 
whether hereditary peers “are not 
entitled to know whore we are 
heading’' before leaving the stage. 

The answer is unequivocally 
“No", if only because of the 
offensive mann er in which they 
appear to have blackmailed our 
elected government into allowing 
some of their number a continuing 
voice in Parliament 

They should go and go Q °w. No 
tumbrils await them in Parl ia ment 
Square and for those with ambition 
and talent other avenues into 
politics are open. 

The future of the second 
chamber depends on a dear 
definition of its functions; for 
example, whether these should 
continue to include those ot the 
ul timate court of appeal for the UK 
and a number of overseas 
countries. From this, with three 
minutes' thought, its constitution 
will follow -though, as Houseman 
remarked, thought is arduous and 
three minutes is a longtime. 
BRIAN ELMS 
Ashbumham, East Sussex 



Sir: Thank you for the informative:. 
article “Ban on soldiers under 18. - 

resisted by Britain and US” U8 ; ,' 

January). The problems not just . 
the age at which soldiers are / ■ 

recruited, or even the youngageati: 

which they are sent into battle, but 
the uniquely British system which * 
we term “the five year trap” 

Tbe MODhas saMthat'tytmng^v. 
servicemen _ could leave atany 
time during their basic trainmgf.^- 
However, basic tr aining , for those; h, 
who join before lRyears, means a ■ ■_£. 
period of only five months, from the ^ ■ 
second to the sixth month of v 


service. _ ^ 

Sis monflis after signing* ' "*7, 

document which most of them do 
not understand, the lfiyearold 
soldiers are to full-time’ 

service at least until the ag& df 21 


phis three months, and to Reserve 

^ 1.1 ifaa 


o bliga tion until the age of 40. 

In 1996 Dr John Reid promised a ^ 
delegation of which I was a, - . 
member that, when Labourwas 7 

elected and he became Minister fS; 

the Armed Forces, therecantmenl 
contracts for imder-l&s would be; m 
reformed. He suggested keeping 
thepreseidfiveHmonthrecniitis 
right of discharge but giving an : 

additional one-off chance to leave 
attbeageofl8,withafinanrial ; 
bonus for those who remained. •• 

Not only has this promise not 
been kept but the Gorernrmuithafr g 
intensified a recruitment 
reTnpaign targeted at younger 
teenagers- ■ 

gwyngwyntopher 

At Ease voluntary counsellor 
LondonEl 


Unknown killers 


Staten Island Perry No 2: A ferry passes the Statue of liberty at sunset 


Edward Webb 


rather than on party lines. But do 
they? When I was chief lobbyist to 
the GLC during its campaign 
against abolition we noticed that 
nearly a third of the cross-bench 
peers voted consistently with the 
Tory government (four of them 
were said to be in receipt of the 
Cons ervativ e whip) and almost a 
third voted with the opposition. The 
rest appeared to cast their votes in 
a genuinely independent way. 

I suggest to Lord Wakeham 
that, at the first meeting of his 
Royal Commission, a university is 
commissioned to produce a 
research study showing how the 
“independent" peers voted on 
major issues during the last 10 
years. Were they really 
independent? If not, the case for 
nominated cross-bench members 
collapses. 

Provided the powers of the new 
second chamber are laid down in 
statute and not left to conventions 
and time-honoured practices, 
there is no needfor the Commons 
to feel threatened by a directly 
elected Senate. Only the “great and 
the good” hoping to be nominated 
for a {dace in this exclusive dub 
will be disappointed. Well tough. 
ROLAND FREEMAN 
Salisbury 


Sir: On the radio the other day I 
heard an announcer rebuked for 
addressing a knight as “Mister'’ - 
“Sir Terrence, if you please!” came 
the hufiy correction; and I am 
Sony to say that the broadcaster 
sounded genuinely apologetic. 

My reflections are further 
prompted by Andreas Whittam 
Smith’s column (25 June) about the 
title “Lord”: he should widen his 
target to indude all honorary titles. 
The media could help there. What a 
healthy innovation it would be if a 
newspaper announced that it 
would not in future use such tides. 
It would report that Mr Bloggs had 
been ennobled but continue to 
refer to him as Mr. the same with 
knights. Others would follow the 
example, and social practice in due 
course be reshaped, so that such 
honours would not have their 
current divisive effect 
NEVILLE MAXWELL 
Oatford 


Safely to school 


Sin I write in the light of recent 
events to call on all parents and 
teachers to consider carefully how 
they are introducing the children in 


their care to the concept and skills 
of personal safety. 

' Our woA as the national charity 
for personal safely has taught us 
that if young people are taught how 
to instinctively avoid dangerous 
situations, they are much more 
likefy to avoid being victims. 

Asfer as travelling to school is 
concerned we recommend that 
parents contact other parents and 
the school to discuss strategies for 
ensuring that children have arrived 
at school and that their journey to 
school is safe. It is hard to let 
children do things on their own, but 
if they are not allowed out alone 
they wifl never team to be safe. 

Parents should help chil dren 
plan routes to school taking note of 
phone booths and public places to 
go for help. They should talk 
through strategies for recognising 
and coping with potential danger 
and provide children with a charge 
card for making a telephone cal 

This is another of those 
conversations that parents should 
not avoid having with their children. 
DIANA LAMPLUGH 
Director 

The Suzy Lamplugh Trust 
London SW14 


Victims of Taliban 


Sin We were astonished at Peter 
Fopham’s suggestion that the 
right of women to healthcare, 
education and employment in 

Tfllihan -^nntmllffH Afghanistan is 

an inappropriate “Western 
assumption” on the part of aid 
agencies (“How the children of 
Kabul are sacrificed to sexual 
politics of the West", 16 January). 

We left Kabul not because the 
accommodation imposed on us by 
the authorities was not 
comfortable enough, as Popham 
suggests. 

• The Taliban authorities had 
imposed such severe restrictions 
on medical work that it had 
become impossible to help the 
most vulnerable people, namely 
women and children. The 
authorities had previously banned 
women from general hospitals, 
and outlawed the training and 
employment of female medical 
staff, the only health workers 
allowed to treat women - this in a 
country with one of the highest 
rates of maternal mortality in the 
world. 

Medical ethics demand that all 


patients be treated equally 
regardless of their gender We will 
return to the Afghan capital when 
the authorities allow us to resume 
our work in a principled way. 

However; we do not agree wife 
the blanket fending bans currently 
imposed by the British 
government and fee European 
Union nn A fghanis tan- The 
situation in the Afghan provinces 
is very different fhma Kabul and 
aid agencies are able to provide 
assistance in a fair and principled 
way in many areas. Such life- 
saving work should be continued 
and supported. 

ANNE-MARIE HUBY 
Executive Director 
Medecms Sans FrontiCres (UK) 
London ECl 


Sir MrYbung (“Killers at large”, 
tetter; 18 January) seems to befieveX 
that psychiatrists have supemab 
powers to predicthuman behaviour ; 
an d consecpigntfy he saddles them 

vrito a responsibility they cannot ; 
sustain. His behefis a delusion 
common among the public. 

In truth, although psychiatrists ^ 
come into contact wife many, 
potentially dangerous people, they . 
are unable to predict whetheror 
when a ^ven person will commit ■ 
an act of violence. 

One known important fitotoc 
which increases the likelihoodaf 
criminal behaviour including : ' r ' 
apparently irrational viofenc^ is 
the use of illegal drugs. However; it 
is stifl impossible for a psychiatrist, , 
or anyone else, including dose 
relatives, to predict when a person 
will take a drug and in what :' . Vi 
circumstances fee drug wfll induce 
a state of inclination towards- . : 
violence. - 4 •• • ; . 

Dr ANDREW JVILSKI 
Consultant Psychiatrist and • - 
MedicalDtrector - ' ' -• * 
Pembury Hospital, Me ntal Hea ffr : 
Services 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent 


Mandy’s election Long night train 


Sir: The Government has 
announced that an Appointments 
Commission feat will create 
“people’s peers". We should finally 
get a more representative input 
into fee British political system. 
But yet again we stfll have no input 
from youth. 

Was it not Tony Blair who said 
he wanted a “young country"? Will 
we ever see a broader age range in 
fee Lords, including significantly 
younger peers, who understand 
youth’s problems? 

The Bishops have their say in 
fee Lords and there are many 
different specialists among the 
cross-benchers, so when is the 
New Labour government going to 
do something for the future people 
of this country, rather than fee 
past? 

OLLIE COCHRAN 
Brentwood, Essex 


Sin During fee past few days 
we have seen and heard a 
number of sport commentators 
and Olympic participants 
admitting to having known for 
years that there was an 
element of corrupt practice 
behind fee choice of various 
Olympic venues. Why did they 
not share their knowledge with 
the wider public? 

P GORDON 
Bournemouth. Dorset 


In Brief 


Sir: Frank Dobson should be 
applanded for his attempt to 
supply clear guidelines for GPs 
about who should receive 
Viagra (“Viagra rales ration 
sexto once a week on NHS", 22 
January). Fbr those who may 
end up paying for this drug, at 
least there is fee knowledge 
that this derision is fee 


product of some rational 
consultation and thought 
process. This is in contrast to 
fee lottery faced by infertile 
couples, many of whom have 
little choice but to pay 
thousands of pounds for 
treatment because they live in 
the “wrong" part offee 
country 

NICOLA LEE-BROWNE 
Wickhambreaux,Kent 


chips, and fee total cost, if it is 
freely available, is a drop in fee 
ocean compared to fee value of 
fee sex industry in this country. 
Anyone who wants it can afford 
it. That should be the end of the 
matter. 

MARGARET LYE 
Perth 


Sin There has been a lot of 
discussion about fee high cost 
ofVfsgra and whether the NHS 
can afford to prescribe it, but I 
do not think these costs have 
been put into context The cost 
of a single pill is about fee 
same as a packet offish and 


Sin Professor Kirkwood 
(“Hungry for a longer life?" 22 
January) refers too casually to 
the danger of anorexia. 
According to a recent article in 
fee US journal Science (29 May 
1998) this disease “is among 
fee most disabling and lethal of 
psychiatric disorders" wife a 
mortality rate of approximately 
5 per cent of patients per 
decade of follow-up. 

ANDREW COULSON 
Musselburgh, East Lothian 


Sin Roy Hattersley was mistaken 
in his review of Mandy (23 
January) concerning Peter 
Mandelson’s appointment as the 
Labour Party director of 
c ommunicatio ns 

The National Executive was 
heavily faetionalised in 1985 and on 
the day (24 September) there was 
24 votes round the table. At the end 
of the interviewing procedure 12 
votes on the right were lined up 
behind Peter and 12 votes were 
behind the left candidate. 

During the interviews Neil 
Kinnock prevailed upon myself 
and another member of the left 
friction to switch our votes to Fetei; 
which, after much soul-searching 
and to help Neil build the team he 
wanted, we both eventually did. 
Peter was therefore elected by 14 
votes to 10. 

After the interviews I 
telephoned fee unsuccessful left 
candidate to apologise for fee way 
1 had voted 

She was gracious in defeat and 
has said on many occasions since 
that we appointed fee best person 
to fee job. The left faction was 
much less forgiving and we 
received the usual ritual 
denunciation. The rest is history. 
TOM SAWYER 
London SE6 


Sin I wonder if Roger Hill will 
receive compensation when he 
has posted his claim form to_ 
SNCF Getter; 23 January): 

I travelled from Zurich to Paris ' 
in September 1997, The train came 
to a standstill somewhere in mid- 
France in (he early hours of the 
morning and was more than three 
hours late arriving in Paris. There 
was no refreshment car as it was 
an oversight train due in around 
5am, so the passengers were 
hungry and thirsty by fee time we 
arrived. 

No explanation was given and 
although compensation forms 
were handed out when we left the 
train there was no suggestion of an 
apology. 

I duty posted my form and am 
still waiting for my compensation. 
CATRIONA WHEELER 
Lincoln 


Top banana 


Sin In her letter (22 January) on 
the banana dispute, Gienys 
Kinnock asks: “If the worst 
happens and the EU fails, what will 
Bill Clinton do?" Surely recent 
history shows the answer - he’ll 
authorise fee bombing of Brussels. 
JOHN HAWGOOD 
Durham 


' '.i 
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A beginner’s guide to the art of tax avoidance 


Yes, it's panic time for those of you 
who have not yet submitted your 
tax forms ! The end of January is the 
deadline, after which the Inland 
Revenue will come knocking on 
your door in the middle of the 
night, asking formoney and utter- 
ing hideous cackling laughter (See 
my leaflet “Can I Claim Self- 
Defence After Shooting a Tax 
Official in My Own Home?", £2 + 
p&p.) 

There is still time, however; to 
avoid this fete, and fbr those of you 
who want to get their forms in on 
time but are finding it a nightmare 
to fill them in, I am conducting a tax 
surgery today to dear up the most 

common problems. 


I WONDER if you can help me. I 
have recently been involved in the 
building of a massive dome in 


Greenwich fbr the celebration of the 
nuSennium, To enable this to be fi- 
nanced, I arranged fora huge loan 
to be made to me windi I didn’t re- 
alty get around to mentioning to 
anyone else. I have now been re- 
moved from being in charge of the 
building of fee dome, which means 
that when fee loan comes to light 
in my absence, it is going to cause 
a massive scandal, huge national 
embarrassment snap general elec- 
tion and so on. Is there a way in 
which I could transfer fee details 
d this loan outside fee country now, 
so as to avoid them becoming pub- 
lic later? 

Yes. Send for my leaflet “20 Differ- 
ent Ways in which Cabinet Min- 
isters Can Get Loans Registered 
m the Cayman Islands to Avoid 
Undue Publicity and Notoriety’ 
(£200 + p&pJ 


! WONDER if you can help me. I am 
fee ex-president of a South Amer- 
ican country directly south of Pan 
and am currently spending sever- 
al months in Britain under house 
arrest while waiting for a decision 
on whether I can leave the coun- 
try. To while away the time I have 
been writing my life story which I 
have tentatively entitled Ail Right, 
I Admit It! I Was the Dictator from 
HdUSoWhatAreYbuGoingtoDo 
About It? 

To do some research on some 
of the murkier parts of my past, I 
have had to join Amnesty In- 
ternational and feus get to 
statistics on my own period in 
power; which has been very useful. 
Can I claim my Amnesty mem- 
bership as a legitimate tax- 
deductible expense? 

Though I would advise you not 



MILES 

KINGTON 

7 wonder if you can help 
me. I have recently been 
involved in the building 
of a massive dome. . . ' 


i am the president of a committee 
which helps to choose the sites for 
the Olympic Games. Recently I 
have been shocked to discover 
that fee members of my commit- 
tee have been taking bribes to en- 
sure that certain cities got the 
vote for the Winter Olympic Games, 
not to mention the summer ones... 
The answer is quite clear. As pres- 
ident, youshouldhave been aware 
of this. You must now resign. 


as taxes? This is purely hypothet- 
ical, you understand. 

If I were you, I would send upjbr 
my leaflet ‘Why the Presidents of 
Some International Organisations 
Should GoOutandThrow Them- 
selves from the Top of the Nearest 
Budding at the First Opportunity, 
in a Purely Hypothetical Sort of 
Way, Of Course’ (£2.50 + p&p j. 


I AM the Foreign Secretary of. 
Great Britain and have recently 
been engaged in bombing Iraq in 
order to distract attention from my 
«t-wife’s recent book about me. 

However; we also have a very real 

reason Fnrhnmki.- i .... 



tomention if feenext tune youare 
involved in a case in front qf the 
Law Lords. 


No, no, feat is not the question. I 
never resign. The question is this. 
If the committee members were 
discovered to have passed on some 
of their ill-gotten gains to me, 
would 1 be liable to tax on it? Are 
bribes in feet taxable? On being un- 
dercover in the first place, and 
therefore outside fee law. are they 
also exempt from legal things such 


I HAVE recently resigned as the 
leader of a major political party in 
Britain, and have been deluged wife 
offers to write my memoirs. Polit- 
ical memoirs are always deadty dull 
exercises in evasiveness and I am 
loath to add to their number but is 
there any tax incentive in not writ- 
ing your autobiography? 
No.bidyouwiUmakerrioreJhends 
than any other living politician if 
you don't 


7 , nussem nas been 

developing fearsome weapons of 
his own. We don’t want him to 
spend lots of money developing 
fearsome wpjinnr,* .** 


'^ n „ 1 l!°?_ 0f ” ODe 5'_ bn 3*'g fear- 

1US 


yhy we’re bombing him 
see- Bui doyouhave a question? 


NO. I just wanted to stress feat ail 

fea bombing costs money, and 
feat means taxes, and that means 
° f J™ e et& ig your tax returns 
in as soon as possible. Thank you. 
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There is no peace 
where gunmen rule 
private fiefdoms 

NORTHERN IRELAND'S peace process now faces yet 
another dflenuna. Although the paramilitary ceasefires 
JF remain largely in place as for as bombings and killings go, 
evidence is emerging that so-called "punishment beatings” 
are on the increase in the province itself. 

This is a matter just as serious as if the mainland were 
being bombed. An attack in London that killed no one, 
because warnings were phoned in, would attract much 
more press attention than the maimings and shootings that 
go under the relatively innocuous title of “beatings", even 
though the latter have done more physical and emotional 
harm. The Government has seemed so far to be turning 
a blind eye to these beatings. Northern Ireland has effect- 
ively been treated as a special case; this must cease. 

Terrorist gangs have most power in their private fiefs 
among Northern Ireland's working-class housing estates, 
on which extortion, drug-dealing and intimidation are 
rife. This prevents the establishment of that civil society 
that Northern Ireland so desperately needs, and under- 
mines the rule of law. If peace means anything, it must 
mean a return to normality. That still seems some way off 

This is the reason senior Labour figures are calling for 
the whole peace process to be slowed down: Labour MPs, 
including Frank Field and Henry Barnes, the vice-chair 
sAjf Labour’s Northern Ireland committee, have tabled a 
Commons motion arguing that prisoner release cannot con- 
tinue while the organisations of which the prisoners are 
members continue to maim and disfigure people. Coming 
from members of a party historically sympathetic to Irish 
nationalism, this should serve as a warning to Sinn Fein 
and the IRA that the patience of the British Government 
and public is wearing thin. 

Mo Mowlam and Tony Blair do not have many cards left 
to play, since there is so little ground left to give in the polit- 
ical process. Unionists will veto Sinn Fein’s membership 
of any Northern Ireland Executive without the decom- 
missioning of arms; the Government can make no more 
concessions in that direction. The only inducement they 
have left is the release of prisoners. 

. j| Prisoner release should be slowed, to show that the Gov- 
ernment stiQ has some bargaining power. Farther releases 
should also be tied to decommissioning, for the process 
will collapse anyway without some measure of decom- 
missioning. This is a dangerous gamble - it may provoke 
a violent response from the paramilitaries -but is the only 
leverage the Government now has. Citizens living on the 
British mainland, relieved that they no longer live in fear 
of some new atrocity; should remember that many of their 
fellow citizens in Northern Ireland daily face the reality 
of intimidation. That is unacceptable; if the Government 
ignores it, its negligence will not be forgotten. 
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Our moral duty to 
the Caribbean nations 

ALMOST UNNOTICED, a major trade war is threatening 
to break out between Europe and the US. Because the dis- 
pute concerns the humble banana, it seems difficult to take 
the subject seriously; media coverage of impending Amer- 
ican sanctions has been sparse, to say the least This is 
misguided in the extreme. 

The imposition of $520m (£324m) worth of tariffs on Euro- 
pean goods is no laughing matter The arbitrary rag-bag 
of goods covered by the American action includes cash- 
mere - threatening hundreds of jobs in Scotland - and a 
range of textiles, foodstuffs and other consumer goods. 
Worse, sanctions could threaten an all-out trade war; in 
which Britain has much to lose. 

Free trade is in everyone's interests in the long run. But 


Europe’s efforts to secure a few years’ exemption for their 
former colonies in the Caribbean are justified. Some 
islands are totally dependent on this one trade. If protec- 
tion were to be removed immediately, the economy of such 
islands - St Lucia, for example - would be destroyed 
Europe has a moral duty, having created the banana 
plantations, to make sure that Caribbeans do not pay for 
the decisions we imposed upon them in the past At the 
same time, money should be provided to allow diversific- 
ation into other industries, such as tourism. Some islands, 
such as Barbados, have already embarked on this process. 
There is no reason why other islands cannot follow suit 
As to our mutual obligations to the rules of the World 
Trade Organisation, America's threatened sanctions are 
precipitate. They bring to min d its heavy-handed approach 
to trade with Cuba in 1996 and 1997. Then, the US attempted 
to punish European companies’ American subsidiaries if 
they traded with Cuba, criminalising those breaking no law 
in their own country, and causing months of wrangling. 


The Americans may be bluffing. The EU has made a 
series of concessions in an attempt to head off sanctions; 
the World Trade Organisation's Disputes Settlement Body 
has not yet ruled on the conflicting claims for that pack- 
age, making the legal status of sanctions questionable, to 
say the least Europe stood its ground over Cuba, secur- 
ing a last-minute deal. It must stand up to the Americans 
again, to secure an acceptable compromise. 

A harsh lesson 

JAPANESE SCHOOLDAYS are so unremittingly repres- 
sive that they are known as *1116 grey years”. Yet now some 
schools are degenerating into chaos. It is starting. Wfe knew 
that over-concentration on the “basics" could stifle the 
development of imaginative human capital Now we find 
that harsh discipline can’t keep children well behaved. The 
warning from Japan about rigidity is timely and potent 
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There is a way to make parental 
, choice a reality for everyone 


FORGETDNA. Proof of our dose links 
: - r ; - l '- :o the insecure, competitive, skuD- 
- v smashing troglodytes of the Ice Age 
. • -I'J ”:e.f (s nowhere more evident in modern 
society than when we byy and sell our 
- houses, or choose our children’s 

_ . schools. The trust and restraint that 

- . :~z* characterise most social transactions 
disappear and are replaced by a dyn- 
amic selfishness. Even sweeties who 
--•'.rs adopt Sudanese orphans and are 
V. - t .*5 r [Jaragons erf recycling turn into moo- 
rasters when there’s a chance of an 
extra five grand on the house sale or 
. _ when junior can’t get into that little 
m .1- i >v *ae school with the great reputation. 

Overthewe^end,rradersof27ie 
Mail on Sunday were diverted by a 
gigantic splash headlined “Parents’ 
Fury Over Blairs in School Place 
2 Row". The mommies and daddies in 

... - 2 Iue*£ion were brassed off because 
; kids, all of them pupils in a 

7 f. oeal Catholic Sacred Heart primary 
r: U ; -;ri school, had failed to get places in the 
Sacred Heart comprehensive school 
j’Vyg 500 yards or so away, in fiammer- 
'-■■--..YY smith, west London. But the Blairs’ 

: ■- - ^ daughter; Kathryn (based, of course, 

in Yfesbninster) had been admitted. 

Over other issues the parents who 
allowed themselves to be interviewed 
The Mad on Sunday might have 
j used more discretion before sounding 
[off against the admission of one small 
(girl to the Sacred Heart But this was 
caveperson stuff. A Mrs Maria 
! MavrokefaJos (which I think is Greek 
[far “big brain") demanded: “What 
right has Tbny Blair to get his daugh- 
^ ; ! ter into our school?" And a Linda Gray 

Y -*.'&*£ asserted that, “It’s simple - the Blairs 
jhave taken somebody’s place.” 


Let’s deal with rights in a moment 
But first there’s this issue of stolen 
places. Now, admittedly arithmetic is 
not my strong point, but I cannot see 
how wee Kathryn has managed to 
keep out all 11 of the rejected Sacred 
Heartens. There must be at least an- 
other 10 carpet-bagging pre-teens, so 
who are ffiey? Fbr some reason we are 
not told. Aware, howevet; that the issue 
must - mathematically - go beyond 
the youngest Blair; TheMadonSun- 
day reaches for the word “embar- 
rassment" (journalese for “no actual 
sin has been committed, but we want 
to run the story anyway") and then, 
more hopefully, for “contradictions to 
Labour’s policy”. 

And it's true that there is an issue 
here; but it is by no means a Labour 
issue. Mr Blunkett's School Stan- 
dards and Framework Act, which 
has recently become law, is primar- 
ily an attempt to bring some kind of 
order to an area - schools admissions 
policies - that has become increas- 
ingly chaotic and unsatisfactory. The 
previous government had become 
hopelessly entangled in the contra- 
diction between increased selection 
(which it favoured) and the diametric 
opposite, parental choice (which it also 
favoured). Sitting in the middle were 
Local Education Authorities, obliged 
somehow to square these circles. 

Theoretically what Mr Bhinkett 
has done is to come down on the side 
of choice over seiectfoa So LEAs are 
required “to make arrangements en- 
abling the parents of children living 
in their area to express a preference 
as to the school at which they wish 
their child to be educated", and are 



David 

Aaronovitch 

Those with money or 
eloquence will use their 
assets to achieve the best 
results for their children 

also, along with school governors, 
placed under a duty “to comply with 
aqy preference [so] expressed", with 
certain exceptions. So, one up to Mrs 
Mavrokefalos? 

Not really A farther clause “applies 
the duty to comply with parental pref- 
erence... by parents livii^ outside the 
USA’s adminis trative area”. This is in 
fact pretty sensible. For many people 
the local school may well be outside 
their LEA boundaries. 

But lying athwart any direct path 
to unconstrained parental choice are 
two deep chasms. The first is the 
desire to prevent ghettoisation 
(sorry!), by attempting to ration 
schools’ intake of children according 
to ability. So the Act permits-setection 
only “providing those arrangements 
are designed to secure that (a) 
pupils... are representative of the 


full spread of ability— and (b) that no 
level of ability is substantially over- 
represented or under-represented". In 
addition, specialist schools are 
permitted to select up to 10 per cent 
erf incoming pupfis on the basis of “apt- 
itude" in the specialism, but not 
according to ability. 

The second, and much greater 
chasm, is the fact that lots of parents 
choose the same schools, and these 
schools aren't big enough to accom- 
modate all would-be pupils. Since no 
one has found a magic way to grow 
popular schools, or to shrink unpop- 
ular ones, there has to be some form 
of rationing. Mr Blunkett’s Act does 
not realty tefl us how. or fcy whom this 
feat is to be accomplished. 

Let us return to the Sacred Heart 
The surge of popularity that has led 
to an increase to applications over 
places surety follows a recent Ofeted 
report that the High School was “very 
good". Word gets around. Parents in 
these Wbodheadian days know that 
“very good" for a girls* school means 
guaranteed qualifications, not many 
drugs and no pregnancies. 

I imagine that West London is sud- 
denly lull of lapsed Catholics with 11- 
year-old daughters, who have just 
rediscovered their faith. A few years 
ago, when our family was playing the 
game of “what school?” I found my- 
self at a local C of E primary tellrng a 
headmistress how even a semi- Jew- 
ish atheist could have a strong respect 
for the religious traditions of others, 
while my partner (once Wfelsh chapel) 
tried to recall whether John the Bap- 
tist came before or after Christ 

Our problem was that the popular 


local primaries had unofficial “catch- 
ment areas” that took to about 10 
houses, and the unpopular ones were, 
er, unpopular. So we used our wiles to 
suggest the contribution that we 
might make to the communal fife of 
the school We considered moving into 
one of the 10 houses. Had we been 
even more unscrupulous we might 
have joined those who fraudulently 
rent a postal address very dose to the 
school of choice. 

Or we could at that point have taken 
flight, as so many friends did, to the 
private sector. This is Airs Mavro- 
kefalos again, on Tbny Blair "He can 
afford to go toprivate school." And she 
went on: “He’s even taken away my 
daughter’s right to an assisted place." 
Yes, well That sounds a bit like an 
assisted quote to me And there never 
was such a thing as a “right to an 
assisted place". 

There is no big, happy solution 
here. While some schools are seen to 
be better than others, parents will be 
to competition for places. As infor- 
mation about school performance is 
disseminated, this competition is 
likely to become more intense, not 
less. And those with money, eloquence 
or realty convincing social problems 
wffl use their assets to achieve the best 
results for their children. 

There is, therefore, only one sub- 
stantial strategy for alleviating that 
parental angst and protecting us all 
from sporadic outbreaks of Mavro- 
kefalitis. It’s to make all schools 
better So that when little Zoe, Cbloe, 
Seth and Josh fail to get into St Won- 
derful’s, they still have Prettygood 
High to fall back on. 


3NE OF the biggest problems 
r ; n tackling corruption is defin- 
' V -j' ng it When does nepotism 

r -i'f and cronyism become bribery 
- '■rjr.' md corruption? There has 


return for their ^ votes, it would 
have constituted corruption. 


: j .\r_bd in the granting of the 
- 1-002 Olympic Games to Salt 

. --■■ ' j^ake City. But what erf thebte- 

j ant favours asked by and to 
• J some cases given to, IOC del- 

igates in Melbourne’s 1996 
. Tlympics bid? Had the six 
. delegates been given 

* • ;■■■’ he new ears they asked for to 


fines, Australia does not have 
a habit (rf corruption. What we 
must guard against is allowing 
such a climate to develop. That 
is why those found to have en- 
gaged in seriously corrupt be- 
haviour need to know that they 
wifi be subjected to, if not crim- 
inal penalties, therru^t severe 
punishment of all - public 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 

World comment on allegations of corruption 
in the International Olympic Committee 


The Age, Australia 


THIS AFFAIR will enable us to 
return to the controllable or- 
ganisations of the Olympics. 
We most avoid economics 
taking the upper hand and dic- 
tating its law to the organis- 


ational committees. The IOC 
must also agree to becoming 
somewhat more condensed: 
13S members is too much- 25 or 
SO would be far more easy to 
regulate. The IOC is repre- 


sentative of society but not 
representative of sport 
Le Monde, France 

IT IS appropriate that dele- 
gates be treated to a high stan- 
dard of accommodation and 
dining and receive some gifts. 
When the giving of gifts turns 
into corruption can be a mat- 
ter of degree, but is principally 
a matter of transparency. The 
test is whether those giving or 
receiving would want it public^ 
known. The possibility that it 


might become public is a de- 
terrent which fa why the media 
mentality is so essential. 
Sydney Morning Herald, 
Australia 

THE EUROPEAN press has just 
begun investigating IOC bead 
Juan Antonio Samaranch and 
some of his associates, inrfud- 
fag some roguish characters 
who would never make it to the 
cover of a Wheaties box. Stay 
tuned, sports fans. 

The Washington Post, US 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

‘My career must have slipped - this is the first time I’ve 
been available to pick up an award" 

Michael Caine, 

British actor 

T HOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

“Whatever you do will be insignificant, but 
it is very important that you do it" 

Mahatma Gandhi, 

Indian sage 
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CGU Direct offers you three levels of 
comprehensive cover for contents and two for 
buildings, so that your home insurance best suits 
your needs. What's more, we offer tip to 30% no 
claims discount on contents insurance and you 
can choose easy, interest free monthly payments.* 


CGU Direct 


0800 121 004 

Quote ref*. PRS46 


Open 7 days awwek. wHuiwjaywfc wr 
Cafe may be •nortioKJf or mertM for yew mxeafefl. 
■full widen details on raquts. 




P.lotOi - Insurance 

0800 121 000 

Travel [nsm'.'itire 

OSOO 121 007 


Building and Contents 
0800 121 004 

Mortsc-.qp P.iymfnt Protection 

0800 121 008 
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Pandora 


FIRST GORDON Brown 
managed to lose Charlie 
Whelan, but now it's his 
girlfriend, Sarah Macauley, 
wbose has mislaid a dear 
friend: her cat, Felix. Many 
hoped that the tom would 
follow in Humphrey’s paw 
prints and become the new 
Downing Street cat 
Unfortunately, be has been 
missing for the past two 
weeks. Macauley has used 
her extensive PR experience 
in an effort to find Ffclix, 
Posters of the four-year-old 
black and white tom cat have 
been posted around the South 
London area where she lives. 
According to friends, Felix 
bears a striking resemblance 
to the Iron Chancellor. Sarah 
has transformed Ftelix into a 
friendly, confident outgoing 
creature and friends 
speculated about the “Felix 
factor" which seemed to be 
working on Mr Brown. Cats 
have always been associated 
with superstition. Could this 
be an omen? 


humiliated and distraught 
Morgan admitted to Pandora: 
“I am slightly bemused that Z 
don't seem to have the right 
criteria to join a media dub. 
Fm a desperate man, I need 
to be there drinking with the 
media luwies. Please, 
Pandora, do something to 
help me." While the 
Groucho's membership 
secretary suggests that he 
reapply. Pandora would be 
only too delighted to share a 
vodka fizz with the cheerful 
chap and welcomes him as 
her guest whenever he 
chooses. 


FRANK JOKLJK, president 
of Salt Lake City's scandal- 
ridden bid for the 2002 
Winter Olympics, is a 
British Honorary Consul. 
Pandora has learnt that 
Joklik. who resigned amidst 
(denied) allegations of 
corruption earlier this 
month, receives an 
“honorarium" (paid 
expenses) from the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office 
for his services and has 
done so since 1994. The 
allegations against him - 
that be helped bribe 
International Olympic 
Committee officials to win 
Salt Lake City's Olympic 
bid - have been investigated 
by the British Consulate 
General In Los Angeles, and 
he is due to make a report 
shortly. A call to the boys at 
the FO revealed 
they were “taking ^ 

these allegations g 
seriously, but we - - 

have not seen any ‘f 

evidence to A 

support them". \ 


MEANWHILE, MIRROR 
columnist Tony Persons has 
been the unintentional butt 
of an “in joke" this week. 
Sunday’s episode of the 
BBC series The Lakes 
shows two characters fast 
asleep in front of their TV 
while one of Parsons' 
appearances on the Late 
Review programme (also 
BBC) plays out The Lakes 
was created by Jimmy 
McGovern, wbose credits 
include H&sboroiLgh, a TV 
drama telling the story of 
the 1989 football tragedy 
and much praised by 
Parsons. When Pandora 
spoke to Parsons about the 
“tribute" paid to him fry The 
Lakes, he bad pity rather 
than praise: Timmy 
McGovern has turned into a 
sad old hack." 


PANDORA IS 
always happy to Jm 
lend a helping hand w 
to a desperate man, « 
which is why she is h 
launching a \ 

campaign to allow 
the adorable Piers 
Morgan, editor of j 
The Mirror . ; to gain » 
membership to the J8 
Groucho Club. Kt 
Morgan was Ejm 
persuaded to apply « 
for membership to S 
the media hang-out j| 
by his uncle. His Gj 
membership was ™ 
turned down. His 
new year was blighted 
by what Piers called a 
“fabulous" letter, 
which started off 
saying that the 
membership was full 
and then proceeded to 
say that even if it 
wasn't full the dub 
would not accept A 
Mr Morgan. A 4B 
severely ▼ 


ACTRESS JULIA Sawalha 
(pictured), known for her role 
as the dowdy daughter Saffy in 
Ab Ftib, has been telling of the 
spirituality of her own home 
life. Currently doing the 
rounds with The Memory of 
Water in the West End, 
Sawalha says: “My dad 
(Jordanian acton Nadim 
Sawalha) is a natural 
philosopher and my guru. I 
went to see the Dalai Lama 
once and I was surprised 
. at the number of things 

t he said which my dad 
ft had already told us at 

u . the kitchen sink." 

g Obviously, the kitchen 

kv sink is the place to be 

V ^ for enlightenment 

* After allit's where to 
\ find the Fairy, the 
SmSf Flash and the mug. 


( WHILE ORANGE 
tice is not really 
Pandora's style, she 
vas rather taken 
aback in the much 
byped Titanic bar 
in London when 
her puritan friend 
ordered tbe 
classic vitamin 
drink only to be 
told that there 
was none. “We 
have orange juice 
as a mixer but we 
don’t serve it on 
Is own," explained 
annan. This glitch 
fixed by ordering a 
isle vodka and 
orange and asking the 
barman to hold the vodka. 

The things a girl has to do 
& fora simple drink 
ge- these days. 


THE TUESDAY REVIEW 

H,k Independent 26 faMttylgjg 


What’s so special about creating life? 


THE NEWS that Dr Craig Wntea; one 
of the world's great DNA hackers, 
is planning to make a life form of his 
own with a cut-down set of 300 
genes from a micro-organism 
dramatises tbe power that scientists 
now have over life. 

We’ve known for almost all of this 
century that there’s nothing chem- 
ically special about life. The differ- 
ence between living and unliving 
thing s is amply in the way that their 
molecules are arranged. In princi- 
ple, and given the right chemicals, 
you can make a kin d of biological 
Meccano kit with which you can 
build any animal. But it is still ex- 
traordinary to think that scientific 
understanding has progressed to 
the point where Dr \fenter thinks he 
pan assemb le the minimu m neces- 
sary kit for making life. 

We can aD imagine what the 
news from California should have 
meant: men in white coats standing 
over a bathtub fall of ch e micals, 
pouring from test tubes of DNA and 
stirring until the bath began to 
heave and wriggle and little things 
with legs and tails try to climb out 
up the sides. But it won’t be Eke that, 
and this is for reasons that illumi- 
nate the limits as well as the pow- 
ers of scientific knowledge. 

The first problem is the nature of 
DNA itself Despite aD the talk of it 
as a molecule which copies itself it 



ANDREW 

BROWN 


The massacres in Kosovo 
threaten our dignity more 
than anything brewed 
in Dr Venter's test tubes 


cant copy itself except when it is part 
of a ceJI and sumnmded by the right 
proteins, which come into contact 
with it in the right ordec People talk 
in durthsnd afDNA replicating itself 
but this is no more true than saying 
that my word processing program 
can print without being installed in 
a properly equipped computer 
Dr Vfenter thinks he has designed 
a string of DNA containing 300 
genes which can specify a cell that 
will build more of the same string 
of DNA. If it works, this cell will be 
a form of life that has almost cer- 
tainly never existed before. Since he 


has an excellent track record to the 
manip ulation of DNA, people are 
saying that, if anyone can do it, he 

can. And even ifhefa3s.it is almost 

certain to be done by someone 
within the next 10 years. 'Die diffi- 
culty is that tiiis new form of life 
needs old life as its raw material 
DNA is not enough. It cant copy it- 
self! There must also be a cell 
which can use the DNA to make 
more of the same. 

What Dr Venter seems to be plan- 
ning is to use a blender; rather than 
a bathtub: mstoari of dropping his 
strands of 300 genes into a chemical 
soup, he is going to drop them into 
chqpped up cells atMyaiplasrnagenr 
italia, the micro-organism from 
which they were originally derived. 
This is gimiiar to the way in which 
Dolly the sheep was made. 

It’s not quite reproducing the way 
in which life must have started on 
earth, because on the primitive 
earth there were no cells, and prob- 
ably no DNA either. That whole 
mechanism must have evolved from 
simp ler precursors. But 

what he proposes to do is going a 
long way back towards the begin- 
ning of life: Dr Venter will take tire 
sets of chemicals that are indis- 
putably dead and, by mixing them, 
produce an organism that is alive 
(even if the life of a bacterium lacks 
interest and excitement) . 


, . . rx- a« alternative to the idea of 

That doesn't make lum Dr dS i)v , Bare MoosfflBSk»ist^ 


signing it; and even if the experi- 
ment worts, no one knows to detail 
why these 300 genes should be the 

ones necessaiy to create a life farm. 

Dr \fenter himself says that he only 
knows what 200 of them do. The 

other 100 seem necessary toa fanc- 

u«rh«idi hut >ip_ doesn’t know why. 


it is just an evolutionary - 

evolved toke^mir anchors torre 

by paying respectful attention to 
things large enough to eat iw-Can; 
nnr intuitive idea 


is something mg emiufcu w ««• 
this intuition could hardly be more 
wrong. Most of life through most of 
history, has always hem sing- 


Human beings art^ of course, in- 
finitely more complex. We have be- 
tween 70,000 and 80,000 genes, 


u ** ■ ■ — 

to find out how many there are ex- 
actly and what functions they per- 
form. Since we already ha ve a 
perfectly good and pleasurable way 
of creating human beings without 
any sci entific apparatus at all, our 


signing rather than creating, and for 
most interesting purposes that wOl 
require a lot more knowledge than 
is in sight today. 

Vet the road ahead is dear in prin- 
ciple. There is no longer anything 
special about life that science can 
detect The difficulty that these dis- r 
coveries raise is that we want sci- 
ence to reinforce our moral 
intuitions, and it’s not often very 
good at the job. J is beginning to look 
as if the sanctity of life must be a 
reli giou s illusion- But this is not nee- 
essarily the case. 


a human Dang rany 

as it would be for abacterium to eg. 
ceive of the sanctity of human lifijL, 
But there is an alternative to bom 
these rather ghastly perspectives. 
After all, we can’t reasonably expect 
the universe to take any notice of 
human beings, even if it were the 
sort of thing that could take notice- 
T.ifp- is special only to other living 

anA human life is SDeCl&l to ■ 


human beings. 

Vfe do not lose, or even hate, cur feh 


hate them because they’re the wrong, 
sort of human: Sots, MusEms or 

whatp vm The massacres in Kbsovaare. 


ty (hanaqythfogbrewed toDr’Nfenter's 
test tubes. 


Andrew Browtfs bock ‘Thepanom 

Whrs’ wiU be published by Simon &■. 
Schuster in March 


Enough of these betrayals by 


the friends of great writers 


TO THE many difficulties attending 
the creative life may now be added 
a new peril Outside the study, down- 
stairs preparing lunch, or breezing 
his way towards you for a weekend 
stay, may be a spouse or a lover or 
a friend, taking notes. When, at 
some distant point in the future, 
something goes wrong - a relation- 
ship goes belly-up, a friendship 
turns sour a terrible change occurs 
in your life -the notes could become 
a book and your loathsome, undig- 
nified, domestic self will be revealed 
to toe worid. One false move, and tbe 
stalker to your intimate life will be 
off to the nearest literary agent 
Betrayal is in the air and, in a 
sense, there's nothing new about 
that For years, part of the deal of 
being a celebrity was that where 
there was an ex, there would soon 
be an expose. In tins age of public 
totimapy, no one is particularly sur- 
prised when the abandoned wife of 
an eminent politician or the sister of 
a famous cellist decides to share 
their pain with a bracing course of 
hardback therapy 
Nowhere has the contagion of 
memoirs caused more anxiety con- 
fusion and hypocrisy than in the lit- 
erary world. In the latest edition of 
the Neu? York Review of Books, 
John Updike has written an edgy 
heartfelt critique of what he calls 
“the Judas biography”, listing re- 
cently published books from the 
new enrogCs: Philip Roth's ex-wife, 
Claire Bloom; JD Salinger’s ex- 
lover, Joyce Maynard; and VS 
NaipauTs ex-friend. Paul Theroux. 

Over in The Spectator, Rafael 
Garria-Navarro, a friend of Bloom’s, 
deconstructed Roth's latest novel I 
Married a Communist, earnestly 
identifying real events and people 



TERENCE 

Blacker 

The rise of the Judas 
biography was inevitable 
as there is a hunger for 
tales of hurt and damage 


deployed in the fiction, complaining 
that Roth had vampiricaOy usurped 
the stories of those once dose to him. 
Another confessional memoir, rep- 
resenting a gentler form of vam- 
pirism, has, meantime, been 
garlanded with praise. 

The rise of the Judas biography 
was somehow inevitable. Each of 
these writers was reacting to two 
powerful cultural impulses of the 
moment: the interest to writers' 
lives, as evidenced to the boom in 1- 
iteraty biographies, and tbe vogue 
for the confessional memoir. There's 
a public hunger for tales of hurt and 
damage, and if the villain of the piece 
happens to be a previously revered 
and haughty public figure, so much 
the better 

Roth, Naipaul and Salinger are 
prime candidates for debunking. 
We want our novelists to play the 
pari, to appear on chat shows and 
tell anecdotes about deals and Holly- 
wood and famous pals - to be 


people’s writers. Each of these three 
has behaved with a Flaubertian 
hauteur towards the publicity game, 
putting the demands of their work 
before matters of politeness, de- 
cency, etiquette and kindness. 

It is the reaction of the co- 
conspirators to the Judas game, 
literary commentators and book- 
buyers, which has been odd and in- 
teresting. So eager have the critics 
been to place on record their moral 
outrage that, almost without ex- 
ception. they have misread these 
books. Behind the hurt and anger in 
Paul Theroux’s Sir Vidiars Friend- 
ship is almost a love letter to the man 
who for several decades was his 
mentor and best friend. It’s not a 
great book, but a good and an hon- 
est one which bears no resemblance 
to the hatchet job that has been 
widely portrayed. Certainly no con- 
ventional memoir could reveal with 
such masochistic honesty the real- 
ities - emotional mental social 
financial - of being a serious- 
minded, professional writer in the 
second half of the 20tb century. 

Similarly misrepresented, May- 
nard’s intriguing, if slight memoir; At 
Home in the World, has been an ex- 
cuse for more trills of moral outrage 
directed at both the book’s subject 
(Pervert' Bonkers D, and its author 
(Sneak! Cry-baby!). 

The most serious effect of these 
memoirs is, of course, not on the rep- 
utations of their subjects as good, up- 
standing citizens - which authors 
are? - but on readings of their work. 
A retroactive pall is likely to be cast 
over Naipa ul’s fiction by the know- 
ledge that he was so personally 
bigoted and unpleasant Even the 
sublime The Catcher in the Rye is 
likely to be tarnished by an aware- 




Actress Claire Bloom with her ex-husband Philip Both 


ness of Salinger’s non-Iiterary in- 
terest in teenage girls. However de- 
terminedly we may dismiss the 
reduction oflMomeda Communist 
to an agglomeration of true inci- 
dents, vengefully deployed, any 
reading of it as fiction is fatally 
undermtoed by a base curiosity as 
to whether Claire Bloom really did 
this, or Gore Vidal did that 
But if that is the true betrayal, 
what do we make of the one con- 
fessional memoir to have been uni- 
versally acclaimed, John Bayiey’s 
Iris? Clearly a good and loving man, 
Bayiey describes in dear-eyed, mov- 
ing terms the descent of Iris Mur- 
doch. his wife and one of our great 
novelists, into a state of dinging, 
child-like dementia. It is obviously a 
sincere work but - by the criteria 
against which the other memoirs 
have been judged - does it intrude 
unjustifiably into a writer's private 
life? Will it cast a shadow over read- 
ings of that writer’s work? Iris could 


surely be said to be the greater be- 
trayal than anything written by an 
ex-wife, lover or friend. 

Yet not one commentator has 
questioned the wisdom of public- 
ation. The book has been extsfe 
vagantfy praised as one of the gre^ 
love stories of the century, and has 
been short-listed for literary prizes. 
It is as if authors are now judged on 
their motives and behaviour; as if 
critics are careful to align them-' 
selves with all that is good and car- 
ing in the world, enacting a literary 
version of the Diana effect 

Perhaps none of it neither moral 
outrage nor exaggerated praise, 
will matter too much. Briefly, these 
books will catch the headlines and 
appeal to those who distrust the 
power of good novelists to shape and 
use everyday experience to tell a 
greater truth than any memoir. But 
to the end it will be tbe works, not 
tbe flawed, Mundertog lives that pro- 
duced them, which will live on. 
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f WE ARE here today be- 
cause the President suf- 
fered a terrible moral 
lapse of marital infidel- 
ity, not a breach of the public 
trust not a crime against soc- 
iety, the two things Hamilton 

talked about to Federalist 
Paper No 65 - 1 recommend it 
to you before you vote - but it 
was a breach of his marriage 
vows. It was a breach of his 
famify trust. It is a sex scandal 

HL Mencken one time 
said, “When you hear some- 
body say, ‘This is not about 
money 9 it's about money" And 
when you hear somebody say, 
“This is not about sec’, if s 
about sex. You pick your own 
adjective to describe the Pres- 
ident’s conduct. Here are 
some that I would use: inde- 
fensible, outrageous, unfor- 
givable, shameless. 

I promise you the Presi- 
dent would not contest any of 
those, or a^y others. But there 
is a human element in this case 
that has not even been men- 
tioned. That is, the President 
and Hillary and Chelsea are 
human beings. This is intend- 
ed only as a mild criticism of 
our distinguished friends from 
the House. But as I listened to 
the presenters, to the man- 


agers make their opening 
statements, they were re- 
markably well prepared and 
they spoke eloquently - more 
eloquently than I really had 
hoped. 

To say constantly that the 
President lied about this and 
lied about that - as 2 say, I 
thought that was too much for 
a family that has already been 
about as decimated as a fam- 
ily can get The relationship be- 
tween husband and wife, father 
and child, has been incredibly 
strained, if not destroyed. 

There has been nothing but 
sleepless nights, mental agony 
for this family, for almost five 
years, day after day, from 
accusations of having Vince 
Ebster assassinated, on down. 
It has been bizarre. 

The question about lying; 
that is your decision. But I can 
tell you, put yourself in his pos- 
ition - and you have already 
had this big moral lapse - as 
to what you would do. We are, 
none of us, perfect I remem- 
ber Chaplain - the Chaplain is 
not here; too bad, he ought to 
hear this story. This evangelist 
was holding this great revival 
meeting and in the dose of one 
of his meetings he said, “Is 
there anybody in this audience 
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Dale Bumpers 

The Lead Manager 
concludes the 
defence case for 
President Clinton 
in the US Senate 


who has ever known anybody 
who even comes close to the 
perfection of Our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ?" Noth- 
ing. He repeated the challenge 
and, finally, a little-bitty guy in 
the back held up his hand. “Are 
you saying you have known 
such a person? Stand up." He 
stood up and the evangelist 
said, “Ttell us. who was it?" He 
said. M My wife’s first husband." 

Make no mistake: removal 
from office is punishment 


It is unbelievable punish- 
ment, even though the framers 
didn't quite see it that way 
Again, they said - and it bears 
repeating over and over again 
- they said they wanted to pro- 
tect the people. But I can tell 
you this: the punishment of re- 
moving BUI Clinton from office 
would pale compared to the 
punishment he has already 
inflicted on himself. There is a 
feeling in this country that 
somehow or another Bill 
Clinton has gotten away with 
something. Mr Leaden I can 
tell you, he hasn’t gotten away 
with anything. 

Colleagues, this is easily 
the most important vote you 
will ever cast If you have dif- 
ficulty because of an intense 
dislike of the President - and 
that is understandable - rise 
above it He is not the issue. He 

will be gone. You won’t So 
don’t leave a precedent from 
which we may never recover 
and almost surely will regret 
If you vote to acquit Mr. 

Leaden you know exactly what 

is going to happen. 

, are going to start deal- 
ing with Medicare, Social Sec- 
urity, tax cuts, and ail those 
things which the people of this 
country have a non-negotiable 


demand that you do. If you vote 
to acquit you go immediately 
to the people's agenda. But if 

you vote to convict you can’t be 

sure what is going to happen. 

James G Blaine was a member 

of the Senate when Andrew 
Johnson was tried in 1868, and 
20 years later he recanted. He 
said, “I made a bad mistake. 

“As I reflect back on it all f 
can think about is that havtoe 

conned Andrew Johnson 
would have caused much more 
chaos and confusion to this 
country than Andrew John- 

SeSeT MnCeivably 

And so it is with William Jef- 
ferson Clinton. 

^ you vote to convict to my 
opinion you are gofog to be ere- 

afing more havoc than he could 

ZX pos ^ create- After all, 

he ^ as .°^ g ot two years lS 

So don’t for God's sakes 
Pete's alien- 
Sj’ at an an-timfc 
their GoverP 
and tV^ 16 Panpkhave a right 

SSrKsS 


you to do your 
solemn duty, and I pray a 
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^ Let’s privatise the Olympics 
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■ most serious charge 

against the IOC is nor 
one of corruption - it 
is one of incompetence 
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ITIS a remarkable contrast The 
phrase “Olympic Games” carries 
great clout as a global brand sym- 
bolisfafi human achievement and 
“ - - * J . excellence. Yet a fair proportion of 
^ the people who run them have 
been revealed to be crooks, while a 
fair proportion of the participants 
- z have been revealed to be druggies. 

‘ Something is up. 

What has happened is much the 
■ %v .. same story that has taken place in 
1 * Jy r * other sports, except that the scale 
-^tE seems to be, en more Olympian. All 
sports are in the process of trans- 
forming themselves from co-oper- 
ative or charitable organisations 
into businesses. Ail sport is gradu- 
jv being transformed into a 
•branch of the entertainment in- 
, dustry. However the ethical and 
auditing standards under which 
most businesses have been forced 
to operate over the years are only 
gradually being extended to sport 
The business aspects of sport are 
too new to have acquired the 
standard business disciplines. 
Company directors who accept 
bribes and are caught go to jail - 
though m^ybe not fbras long as they 
should. Members of the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) 
can't even see what is wrong with 
trousering the odd brown envelope. 

For those of us whose main 
./j^rience of sport has been going 
• sknfig on holiday or (briefly and un- 
successfully) club rugby, the idea 
that sport should be a business tike 
i any other is still a bit jarring. Like 
any other? Well, yes - all business- 




The respected British hurdler Jon Ridgeon at the centennial Olympiad in Atlanta, Georgia in 1996 



es are different and the gap be- 
tween, say Fbrmula One and one of 
the big Hollywood studios feels 
narrower than that between 
Microsoft and its neighbour in 
Seattle. Boeing. The first two create 
a product you sit and watch as 
entertainment, while the output of 
tbe other two is quite different 
The Olympics is particularly in- 
T. Koib teresting in business terms be- 
cause it is one of the fag three global 
r TV sports events. It commands the 
. • largest single television auffience for 

a sports event larger even that fbot- 
-i" ball’s Warid Cup. However sance the 
. . ^Olympics and the World Cup take 

■ i'pfage only every four years, the 
: . . -- v; ; ->y2jMest television audience calcu- 
. p lated on an annual basis is that of 
- Formula One. 


Not only is the audience big: it is 
broad. Fbrmula One and the World 
Cup are great at providing adver- 
tisers with large numbers of rela- 
tively high-spending young men, 
always a difficult group to reach. 
They do not, -however offer much 
access to Americans, because nei- 
tiier is established in the States. In- 
cidentally. tbe position of Britain as 
home of the world's most valuable 
sports dub, Manchester United, 
and also of Fbrmula One, gives us 
a comparative advantage in this 
branch of the market which we 
ought to be able to exploit further 
The Olympics, on the other hand, 
is global, giving access not just to 
the US but also, crucially. to China. 
If you are a global business, like 
Visa, then you are prepared to pay 
an enormous amount to flood the 
event with your symbols. You could 
laboriously piece together a gfohal 
campaign which gave you similar 
exposure, but with the Olympics you 
get it with one shot 
So there is a lot of money swish- 
ing around. It is not enormous by 
conventional commercial stan- 
dards. It is hard' to put a value on 
the Olympic brand, partly because 
it has not been developed com- 
merriafly and partly because it is not 
clear quite what the IOC would own 


were it reconstituted as a com- 
mercial entity. 

The closest comparison would be 
Fbrmula One. which is owned by 
Benue Ecclestone. When it looked 
as though Fbrmula One would be 
floated there was talk of it being 
worth about £2 to £3 billion. I would 
expect tbe Olympics to be bigger 
largely because there must be ways 
in which it could be developed from 
a four-yearly event into something 
that produced subsidiary products 
annually. But even if it were worth 
£3 billion that would make it about 
the same size as a successful chain 
store: bigger than Next but small- 
er than Dixons, a decent size, but 
by comparison to the power of the 
global brand, not enormous. 

The Olympic committee, how- 
ever is not the only beneficiary of 
a global brand name. A lot of value 
goes to the host cities, assuming 
that they organise themselves on 
the Los Angeles or Atlanta models. 
- where they took existing facilities 
and built ones that could be used 
afterwards. The alternative grand 
schemes as in Barcelona and, most 
disastrously Montreal - have piled 
debts on the poor taxpayers for a 
generation. The Australians reck- 
on that next year’s Sydney 
Olympics will be worth about Eton 


to the country’s economy. Building 
and tourism are the two industries 
that benefit most 

Fhced with numbers like that, the 
odd bit of lavish entertainment for 
a susceptible IOC member might 
seem pretty small beer And if one 
of these indhoAnls wants to take his 
bung in the form of cosmetic 
surgery on tbe bags under his eyes 
(as apparently happened in the 
Salt Lake City bid), so be it Not only 
do these dreadful people accept 
bribes, but they have a seriously 
unstylish taste in them too. 

The most serious charge against 
the IOC is surely not one of 
corruption, though that is serious 
enough to warrant far more lhan the 
half-dozen resignations that seem 
to be on the cards at the moment 
It is one of incompetence. • 

Any business the main asset of 
which is a brand has to do two 
things. First it must protect the 
credibility the honour if you like, of 
that brand. You have to be squeaky 
dean. Here the record has over the 
years been dreadfuL Quite aside 
from the corruption of members of 
the committee there has been the 
corruption of the Olympic ideaL 
The most certain way of dam- 
aging a sports brand it to have it 
associated with drugs. Most 


sensible athletes know this. Those 
tainted tty drug accusations - even 
those not actually caught - have 
found that sponsorship money dries 
up. Not all athletes are sensible. 
That is understandable. What is 
incomprehensible is that the IOC 
has not realised the potential dam- 
age to the one thing it controls, the 
Olympic brand, from not adopting 
an aggressive anti-drug stance. 

It should, for example, retro- 
spectively present medals to all 
those athletes cheated out of them 
by people subsequently shown to 
have been drug users. And the 
drug users should be stripped of 
their medals and the medal tables 
reconstructed. Were this to have 
been done years ago, a number of 
athletes would not have had their 
health ruined and - commercial 
point - tbe value of the television 
contract for the Olympics would be 
appreciably higher 

That leads to the second thing 
that owners of brand assets must 
do: add value. Take Coca-Cola. It is 
not a particularly marvellous 
product: in most blind tests people 
seem to prefer Pepsi But despite 
the odd hiccup (most famously 
when Coca-Cola changed the 
formula; it has been wonderfully 
creative at developing the brand. 


Mike PoweU/Allsport 


The Olympics are a wonderful 
brand, but the organisers have not 
taken it and developed it They 
might like to look at Manchester 
United, which is almost certainly the 
most successful dub in the woridat 
budding a business that has geared 
up the basic product into an 
international business. 

The tragedy of international 
athletics is that this has not hap- 
pened A driven, competent pro- 
fessional and, above all clean IOC 
could do an enormous amount to 
raise the quality of life of 
humankind. No. 1 don't mean a 
global campaign to get us to take 
more exercise. I mean using the 
money the big money, that could be 
available to encourage athletically 
talented people everywhere in the 
world to develop themselves 
through sport 

AH that is needed are the normal 
commercial and ethical standards 
that any decent-sized multinational 
should command. The present 
structure is dearly useless. This is 
not just a people problem, though 
it is certainly that It is a structur- 
al problem, too. Privatise the IOC, 
put in professional management 
and have the shares owned by a 
trust dedicated to the Olympic 
ideaL.. why not? 
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A member of the 
British Medical 
Association's 
general practitioner 
committee responds 
to a leader on Viagra 

A LEADER in The Indepen- 
dent of 23 January assumes 
that the British Medical 
Association tBMA) sees the 
conflict with the Government 
over Viagra as an issue of 
clinical freedom and uses this 
as an opportunity to do a bit of 
doctor bashing. It was partic- 
ularly galling to be told that the 
BMA should be engaged in 
persuasive arguments “that 
National Health Service 
spending as a whole is too 
low”. The BMA has been 
saying this for years and has 
published endless figures to 
prove it Why successive gov- 
ernments have not found the 
arguments persuasive is a 
question that begs an answer 
Hie BMA’s general practi- 
tioner committee (of which I 
am a member) rejected the 
guidelines of Frank Dobson, 
the Secretary of State for 
Health, and advised GPs to 
prescribe Viagra to those in 
need for two reasons. Firstly. 
NHS regulations ruling GPs’ 
lives explicitly require us to 
prescribe those drugs that 
our patients need Onty certain 
drugs are banned, and Viagra 
is not yet one of them. Minor 
infringements of these regu- 
lations can lead to severe pun- 
ishments, but Mr Dobson 
wants us to ignore the regu- 
lations when it suits him. 

Secondly, whilst most GPs 
accept that rationing in the 
NHS is necessary it should be 
fair and logicaL Mr Dobson, 
had two ethically acceptable 
choices. Viagra for aft of those 
in need or Viagra for no one. 
lb give Viagra on the NHS 
only to those made impotent 
by a narrow range of causes 
and to deny it to all other 
impotent men is indeed, to use 
the words of the BMA, “cruel 
and unethical*. 
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On the scent of flower power 



‘ . V-T- “IF ANYTHING was worth bankrupt- 
fag yourself for, tulips were," writes 
JT-. Anna Pavord. She will not have lost a 
’ - penny on this sax-year venture, which 

' ^ has already attracted more column 

- • V- inches than most gardening books, as 
well as serialisation on Radio 4. How- 
• evecT7ie2Wqj is not a gardening book 

in the conventional sense, nor is it a 
monograph. But it is definitely a work 
of great scholarship, tracing the 
histejtyof the plant with a remarkably 
past 

Before you embark on The Tulip, 
suggest you find a comfortable 
. armchair and put a seriously large 
cushion on your lap, or your arms will 
- "i tire well before your curiosity. There 



TUESDAY BOOK 

THE TULIP 

BY ANNA PAVORD. BLOOMSBURY. £30 


is a wonderful illustration on virtu- 
ally every other page, so it takes until 
page 279 before you get to tbe 
invaluable index of varieties. Pavord 
writes lyrically about each species, 
from Tultpa acuminata, “with its 
crazy, very tall, thin bud opening to 
creamy flowers sometimes streaked 
and flecked with, red", to T zenaidae. 
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TUESDAY POEM 

CAT y AGING 

BY MICHAEL HAMBURGER 

Her years measure mine. 

So finely set in her ways. 

She divines, she sniffs out 
Every change in the house. 

In the weather; and marks it forme 
Though with a flick of her ear 
Only, a twitch of her tail 
She foretells convolutions. 

Departure, thunderstorm. 

By not being there - hiding 
Behind the beaten At times 
She will play yet, kitttenish. 

Or hunt; but then gathers 
AH movement, vanity 
Into her great stillness 
That c ontains the whole of herself 
And more, of her kind. When she stays there. 

Dies, it is me she’ll prove mortal 

Our poems this week come from Michael Hamburger’s 
‘Collected Poems J 94 1-1 994’ (Anvil Press. £12.95) 


with yellow flowers that are “ele- 
gantly waisted, the top third of the 
flower flipping outwards". 

She goes on to describe, in a way 
any sports writer would envy, the cul- 
tivars - tulips bred for show and clas- 
sified into various divisions, like 
football stars. Starting with Abu Has- 
sanf, which is a “dark mahogany-red 
with an edge of gold around the top half 
of the petals", she continues to ‘Zwa- 
nenburg’. which is “a pure white with 
plum-coloured stamens". 

Before Pavord tantalises us with the 
range of tulips available today she 
takes the reader through the plant’s 
origins, moving from its mountain 
habitats in the East to its pride of place 
in the sultan’s palaces. She explains 
how tbe name came about through a 
wonderful misunderstanding. The 
Flemish ambassador to the court of 
Suleyman the Magnificent, in 16th 
century Constantinople, claimed the 
honour of introducing the tulip to 
Europe. He also managed to confuse 
his interpreter’s description of the 
flower, which looks like a turban 
(“tuttand" in Turkish), with the name 
of the flower itself; which the Thrfcs 
called “lole". 

The plot thickens as we follow the 
fame and fortune of the tulip through 
northern Europe to Britain. Pavord 
speculates that, if England bad not 
been busy with ativflwarin’the mid- 
17th century we, too, might have been 
caught up in the financial speculation 
that spread through Holland. There 
bulbs were traded in mud) the same 
way as the stock market deals in com- 
modities, fuelled by what would be 


seen today as clever marketing. It 
takes up to seven years for tulip 
seed to mature into a bulb of flower- 
ing size. Bulbs were often sold as they 
fay buried in the ground, their po- 
tential unknown. Yet at tbe height of 
this tradin g, a single tulip might 
fetch as much as an Amsterdam 
town house. 

Prized varieties were given elabo- 
rate names, such as the famous ‘Sem- 
per Augustus’, while tbe most 
handsome flowers were painted by the 
greatest Dutch artists as if they had 
been society hostesses. 11118 celebrity 
status added to the mystique of the 
tulip, as did its unfathomable secret: 
why certain plants should “break" and 
then produce such exciting colour 
combinations. Not until 1929 was it 
discovered that these colour breaks 
were caused by a virus that weakened 
the plants. However; even after the 
financial crash that marked the end 
of tulip mania, the Dutch refused to 
give up on tulips. The rich alluvial soil 
around Haarlem was soon given over 
to increased production, which con- 
tinues to this day. 

In 18th century Britain and Ireland, 
tiie tulip was no longer the plaything 
of the rich but a plant that could be 
enjoyed by anyone who wished to 
join their local floral society. These 
societies were devoted to the culture 
of one plant and their meetings took 
place in inns. There were magazines 
that fed the florist's interest, and a 
great rivalry developed between the 
north and south of Britain over the 
perfect form of the florist’s tulip. 
Interestingly, the demise of the floral 
societies coincided with footbalTs first 
FA Cup final played in 1872. Ibday. 
only the Wakefield and the North of 
England Tulip Society remains. 

While tulips seemed to be going out 
of favour in early 20th century Britain, 
the Dutch seized the moment by 

launching a new breed called Darwins, 
named with tiie permission of Charles 


Darwin’s son. They started a new tulip 
invasion, and the Dutch now export at 
least 2 billion tulips a year. 

Even though her book covers more 
ground than one might consider pos- 
sible, Pavord still seems like a detec- 
tive who is not quite sure if she has 
solved all the tulip's mysteries. If she 
has not got the tufip out of her system, 
she has certainly succeeded in spread- 
ing her passion for the plant 

Rosie Atkins 

The revieioeris die editor cf ‘Gardens 
IUustrated' 



Tulips from the Tlorilegiiim’ of 
Pieter van Konwenhoorn, made in 
the first half of the 17th century 
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Leslie 

French 


DESPITE A remarkably varied 
career over nearly three-quarters 
of a century during which he 
appeared in everything from musi- 
cal revue and pantomime, through 
Shakespeare, Milton and Eliot 
and a final trenchant cameo on 
television in Dennis Potter’s The 
Singing Detective (1988), Leslie 
French dike his fellow vertically- 
challenged and similarly farouche 
contemporary Richard Goolden, 
the perennial Mole of Toad of 
7b ad Hall) is fated always to be 
associated primarily with one 
particular role. 

But then his Ariel first tackled 
during an atoms mirairitis at the Old 
Vic in a 1930 Tempest to John Giel- 
gud's first Prospero, a memorable 
performance in itself, also received 
a kind of immortality often denied to 
much starrier actors. The perfor- 
mances of Gielgud and French, the 
talk of London at the time, inspired 
Eric GDI's carring of Prospero with 
his staff towering over Ariel above 
the entrance to the then brand new 
Broadcasting House in Portland 
Place (and Ariel remains the title of 
the BBC house magazine). 

All of French’s early background 
and training informed and nourished 
his Ariel (which he played on nu- 
merous occasions during his career) 
and other memorable performances 
of Shakespeare's elemental and 
clowns as well as his equally strik- 
ing Attendant Spirit in several re- 
vivals of Mil ton's Camus at the 
Open Air Theatre, Regent's Park; of 
which he became a mainstay at the 
height of his careen 

He was born in Bromley in 1906. 
His education in the London School 
of Choristers developed a natural 
musical talent and he was incurably 
stagestruck even before his first 
appearance as a boy actor in a 1914 
Christmas show at the Little 
Theatre. He joined the touring 
Ben Greet Company as soon as he 
could leave school (aged 14). basi- 
cally as a general dogsbody and 
prompter, and those apprentice 
years with Greet fuelled Ids passion 
for Shakespeare. 

His singing ability and physical 
grace (be was a first-rate dancer and 
a superb skater well into old age) 
landed him an early West End job in 
1929 at the Hippodrome, under- 
studying Bobby Howes as the 
lovelorn hero of Vivian Ellis’s mu- 
sicalMrCmdera, taking over the title 
role and its hit song “Spread a Lit- 
tle Happiness" on the subsequent 
regional tour. 

Then in 1930 he joined the Old Vic 
at the beginning of a golden period 
in its history. After a mutually wary 
interview, Lilian Baylis had grudg- 
ingly agreed a salary of £20 a week 
for John Gielgud, then an emergent 
West End star; to join the company. 
With a run of parts including his 
first attempts at Hamlet, Lear, 
Prospero and Macbeth (as well as 
Anthony, Malvotio and Richard ID, 
Gielgud made the Waterloo Road a 
vital address for classically-minded 
younger actors and both Ralph 
Richardson and Laurence Olivier 


soon followed him south of the riven 
French’s Old Vic roles included 
Fbins in Henry IV, Part I (the first 
production to see Gielgud and 
Richardson share the same stage), 
Eros inAntony and Cleopatra, the 
Fool in Lear and his Arid. 

Under the Old Vic's director 
Harcourt Williams, an enthusiastic 
vegetarian dispensing Bemax and 
occasional inspiration in equal mea- 
sure, The Tempest (much influ- 
enced by directorial input from 
Gielgud, who was particularly help- 
ful to Richardson in finding his feet 
as Caliban) was a revelation, not. 
least because of featuring the first 
male Ariel for a century. 

Haunting in the songs, French 
also found a compelling and deeply 
touching tension between the fey 
sprite and the dispenser of practical 
magic, creating a vulnerably an- 
drogynous figure torn between de- 
votion to his master and his 
yearning to be free. The perfor- 
mance created an additional frisson 
through French’s athletic body- 


Few actors have 
matched his 
record in 
Shakespeare's 
elemental !s and 
zanies, or invested 
them with suck a 
potent blend of 
mischief and 
otherworldliness 



FYench as Puck In A Midsummer Night’s Dream, with Mini Theilade, at the Open Air Theatre, 
Regent’s Park in 1934. He last performed the role of Pack there in 1951 


language, his supple body naked 
except for a minute loincloth (re- 
markably daring for the English 
stage in 1930). 

After his Old Vic seasons French 
appeared under Gielgud’s direction 
in one of the 1930s most tantalising 
near-misses when Rodney Addend's 
Strange Orchestra (St Martin’s. 
1932) received a West End produc- 
tion after a previous try-out at the 
Embassy Theatre. In this oddity of 
a mood-piece, set against a louche 
inter-war Bohemian London in a 
Bloomsbury fiat peopled by lodgers 
including the lost and the criminal 
French played Jimmie, a highly- 
strung young man intensely in- 
volved with fellow-lodger Laura, 
living just on the edge of things, 
sensitive and drifting. 

Their joint suicide bid galvanised 
the latter sections of a strange but al- 
ways absorbing pl^y which despite 
mainly positive notices (including a 
perceptive one from James Agate) 
never caught on at the bax-dfiee. The 
production had not been helped by 
Mrs Patrick Campbell long consid- 
ered unemployable, living up to her 
reputation as a sinking ship firing on 


its rescuers. Gielgud risked casting 
her as Vfera, the feckless but gener- 
ous-spirited landlady at the centre of 
the play, but after rehearsing glori- 
ously for a fortnight and promising 
to deliver a magnificent comeback, 
she flounced out of the production, 
claiming to understand neither the 
play nor her characters (“She's not 
quite a lady, is she? Who are all 
these people? Does Gladys Cooper 
know them?"). French, however, 
emerged extremely well from this 
succCs d’estime. 

Shortly afterwards, he worked for 
the first time at the Open Air 
Theatre in Regenfs Park. His first 
season was in 1933 and he last 
worked there in 1958, in somewhat 
unlikely but extremely successful 
tandem with the mighty and titan- 
voiced Robert Atkins, poles apart 
physically and temperamentally 
from the slight and urban figure of 
French. Over those years he often 
played Ariel and Puck (the latter per- 
formance well up to (he standard of 
bis Ariel although his one attempt 
at Bottom was an experiment that 
did not come off), as well as a 
Mercutio of quicksilver wit and 


panache, Sylvius, Costard, Pisanio, 
Grumio and a Feste steeped in self- 
mocking accidie. 

Few actors have matched his 
record in Shakespeare’s elemental 
and zanies; even fewer have man- 
aged to invest so many of them with 
such a potent blend of mischief and 
otberworldliness. He also directed 
several times at the Park (The Dom- 
ing of the Shrew and As You Like It 
were especially successful), and his 
subsequent directional career took 
him on many occasions to South 
Africa. He helped establish the open 
air MaynardvQle Theatre in Cape 
Town, where the productions had 
multi-racial casts and audiences; as 
well as playing familiar roles such as 
Puck and Touchstone, he was also 
unexpectedly successful as Sbylock. 

Really meaty stage roles were 
thinner on the ground at home in his 
later years (sadly he never had an 
opportunity to play a part in which 
he would have been perfectly cast 
- the mysterious Lob in J.M. Barrie’s 
Dear Brutus), but he brought legal- 
ly silky precision to Dr Warburton 
in TS. Eliot's The Family Reunion 
at Guildford (1968) and in Robin 


Phillips’s starry revival of Christo- 
pher Fly’s The Lady’s not Jbr Burn- 
ing in 1972 he adapted so well so 
quickly to his first experience of the 
difficult C hirh^stp r h pra gnnal sfcggg 

(years of Regent's park experience 
coming in useful here) that Richard 
Chamberlain, Anna Calder-MarshaD 
and even feat most larcenous of sup- 
porting actors, Harold Innocent 
had to look extremely sharp when- 
ever French, in the minor but in his 
hands tellingly rewarding part of fee 
Chaplain, was on stage. 

He had more luck with television 
work as theatre opportunities dwin- 
dled, perhaps most memorably in a 
BBC Classic Serial of Jane Austen's 
Emma in which his unsbowy but 
slyly unsentimental reading of the 
solipsistic Mr Woodhouse not only 
made fee valetudinarian old monster 
paradoxically sympathetic, but also 
effortlessly stole the production 
away from every other actor in it 

Alan Strachan 

Leslie Richard French, actor and 
director bom Bromley. Kent 23 
April 1904; died EtaeU, Surrey 21 
January 1999. 


Lt- Col Tony 
Simonds 


TONY simonds played an impor- 
tant part behind the scenes m the 
Second World War in the Near 
Eastern theatre- 

. His bad long been a leading 
family in Berkshire - the Reading 

ir J ■ __J Ua T173C 


Section provided some cover for a 
by training troops of all- anns in 


v*- — ■ — 

was part of MI9,tiieescape service. 


fond of saying, -There is no such 
thing as bad beer”. From SChooUt 


organise escape fines across occu- 
pied Eastern Europe^. Here hehad 
invaluable help from fri tods hebad 


Devon and after service as a Terri- 
torial was commissioned into the 
Royal Berkshire Regiment in 1931. 

By 1936 he was serving on the in- 
telligence staff in Palestine, then a 
British mandate. He caught the at- 
tention of the Cammtodef’fo-Chiel 
General (later Eari) W&vell who al- 
ready tho u ght another world war 
likely. If it should break out he ear- 
marked three officers for .special 
duty: Orde Wingate, who was oper- 

aiing fee Special Night Squads in co- 
operation with militant Jews; Dudley 

Clarke, like Wingate a gunner, and 
Si m ond s Simonds was able to pro- 
vide Wingate with information and 
ta rgets , and was one of the few offi- 

cere wife whom feat notoriously awk- 
ward character was able to get on. 

Simonds read HE. Lawrence’s 
SevenP&ars qfWSsdom when it was 
published in 1935 and amused him- 
self on a long leave by riding sever- 
al of Lawrence’s camel rides; from 
which he emerged wife admiration 
for fee man, but the certainty feat 
fee book was as much novel as 
solid history. 

In fee autumn (rf 1940 Smonds and 
Wingate worked together to prepare 
a supplementary invasion of Abys- 
sinia (as Ethiopia was then called), 
from the west, based on Khartoum 
anil rnmmted on pamals; they sup- 
plemented the more formal invasion 
forces attacking from fee north and 
the south-east They were controlled 
bya staff in Cairo (ailed M04, under 
whom Lawrence also had once 
worked. M04 was absorbed into fee 
Special Operations Executive (SOE), 
fee secret service fin* subverting 
and sabotaging the axis war effort 

Wingate named his expedition 
Gideon Force. It carried with it a po- 
litical trump, the exited emperor. 
Ha2e Selassie, whom it helped to re- 
place on his throne in Addis Ababa. 
Simonds operated independently 
on its left wing, wife some startling 
guerrilla successes; bluffinghis way 
past superior Italian forces who 
were bewildered by his hit-and-run 
tactics and his ingenuity at creating 
makeshift weapons. 

SOE learned important lessons 
from what happened to GideonFbrce, 
whose work pre-figured several of 
SOB’S attempts to raiseunderground 
armies in occupied Europe and to 
supply them by aic Lectures on how 
successful tiie largely African force 
had been were soon suspended after 
complaints from the South African 
government which was uneasy at 
the spreading of stories about the de- 
feat of white men by blade 

Simonds was next tasked, on his 
recovery from six months’ hard liv- 
ing in the East African bush, with the 
forming of SOETs section for work into 
Greece; from which be was called 
away in the autumn of 1941 to form 
N Section of A Force: phrases that 
meant nothing to a chance hearec A 
Fbrce was Dudley Clarke's deception 
service, which worked wife enormous 
success to confuse the enemy: itsN 


maue wmw. — => 

squads. He came to an understand- 
ing with fee Jewish Agen cy. feey <£ 
{^himferifitiesinhisfidd.oaffi® 
understanding that for eveiyesaapeB 
the force brought out a Jew coum 
come as well. He thus assisted over 
3,000 Allied escaped prisoners of war 
and shot down airmen to get back 

Several of the agents be sent forward 

into Hungary and Ro m ani a to help 
form these lines fell into the hands 
of hostile police and came tohorri- 
ble ends; Wannah Szenes the poet 
among them. Others were more 
fortunate and survived; long after the 
war Simonds was warmly welcomed 
whenever he visited Israel. 

He also had agents operating in 
small boats across fee Aegean, 
based in a cove at Qesme near 
Smyrna to which fee local Turkish 
authorities were persuaded to shut 
their eyes. These parties too helped 
swell the numbers of escapers; and 
when fee Allies moved into Italy &- 
monds operated up the Adriatic 
coast with a fleet of small boats cut- 
ting out parties of escapers wl 
managed to get down to fee \ ' 


his mind did not endear him to 
higher authorities and has only 
British decoration was an QBE. 
(Wingate is said to have put him in 
tor a DSO at the end of fee Abyssinia 
campaig n; at that stage in the war 
a recommendation from Wingate 
was itself a black mark) 

When the war was over he helped 
investigate some claims of pecula- 
tion (then endemic in the near East), 
Spent a year at the fafant Middle 
East centre for Arab Studies, and 
was forfour years deputy comman- 
der of the militar y mission to Sairii 
Arabia. A year as assistant mfiitjj^ 
attache in Cairo convinced ham it was 
time he retired; and in 1952 he went 
to Cyprus togrowftowers fora firing 
He became one of fee leaders of 
fee Ancient Britons, as airiendly ar- 
chaeologist nicknamed the British 
residents who stayed in Cyprus after 
it became independent; but be had 
bad hide When the Turks invaded in 
1974 they capalmed his house; he test 
all his furniture, sSver and papers. 
He rewrote a book be had just fin- 
ished; thattoo was destroyed in a fire. 
He rewrote his memoirsforafeird 
time; those, sure fortunate^ are de- 
posited in fee Imperial ’'ffarMuseum. 

Tony Simonds was a large, burly, 
handsome man with a cheerful out- 
going manner, always direct in 
speech and a stout friend to those he 
trusted. He fell ill and returned to 
England last autumn to die. 


M.R.D.FO^- 


Anthony Charles Simonds, guer- 
rilla leader and escape line 
organiser: bom Arbotfield, Berk- 
shire 21 November 1909; MBE 1938, 
QBE 1943; married 1944 Eirwen 
Llewellyn Jones (two daughters; 
marriage dissolved 1969), 1978 
Barbara Ayre ; died Stevenage, 
Hertfordshire 7 January 1999. 


Professor Roger Walker 


ROGEIR WALKER was one of 
Hispanism’s most distinguished 
medievalists, and one of fee acade- 
mic community’s most able and 
respected administrators. 

His research in Spanish medieval 
studies focused on the epic, the 
romance and hagiography, his 
publications including a large num- 
ber of articles on the Pvema de mio 
Cid, a book on El Libro del CavaUero 
Zifar, and editions of El CavaHer o 
Placidas and the Estoria de Santa 
Maria Egigiaca. Here his work was 
characterised by a common-sense 
approach and the ruthless demoli- 
tion of some of the more nationalis- 
tic brands of medieval scholarship 
previously rife, and still not entire- 
ly dead, in Spain. 

One thinks particularly of his 
pragmatic view of fee Cid as bour- 
geois hero, and of his brilliant 
inaugural lecture insisting that 
many of the anomalies of Spanish 
medieval literature can be explained 

seven centuries of Arab cultural 
presence in fee peninsula: a pres- 
ence which Hispanists in Spain 
have, until recently, consistently 
downgraded, if not ignored. 

Walker's concern wife meticulous 
scholarship led him to study Arabic 
in order to acquire first-hand knowl- 
edge of Spain's Islamic heritage. His 
broad knowledge of the European 
medieval literacy tradition, particu- 
larly that of France and Portugal, 
was also evident in much of his worfc 

He co-authored Cassefl’s compact 
Spanish-English, English-Spanish 
Dictionary (1969), edited Spanish 
hagiographicai texts, and wrote 
about a range of Spanish epic and 
lyric literature. His other research 



The Cid as bourgeois hero 


specialism was 16th- and 17th- 
century Portuguese literature, 
particularly the work of Camfies 
(he contributed to collections on 
Camdes and wrote various arti- 
cles). He was feus fee perfect per- 
son to be chosen to catalogue the 
papers, held in Valence House Mu- 
seum in Dagenham, of Sir Richard 
Ehnsbawe: man of letters and am- 
bassador to Spain and Portugal in 
the 1 7th century. 

This laboun undertaken in col- 
laboration with the historian WJT. 
Udde& of Birkbeck College, occupied 
fee last years of his life. Although he 
was frustrated in bis attempt to com- 
plete this work in the short span of 
time he knew was left to him, wife 
characteristic professionalism he 
succeeded in leaving it in a suffi- 
ciently advanced state for fee work 
to be completed after his death. 

Born in Huddersfield, Roger 


Walker incarnated all fee positive 
features of the Yorksbireman stereo- 
type: down to earth, sensible, 
straight-talking, and above all jovial 
and a lover of the good things in 
life. After a distinguished student 
track record at Manchester Uni- 
versity (where he read French and 
Spanish), he was appointed to an 
Assistant Lectureship at Bristol 
University at the age of 23. Two years 
later in 1963 he was appointed Lec- 
turer in Spanish at Birifeeck College, 
London University, to which he 
devoted fee rest of his working life, 
as Reader from 1972. Professor of 
Spanish Medieval Studies from 1980 
and, most notably, as Vice-Master 
from 1988 to 1993. 

Tb many. Walker will he remem- 
bered primarily for his clear think- 
ing and fair-mindedness as an 
administrator qualities that made 
him a popular choice as first Head 
of fee Centre for Language and 
Literature at Birkbeck in 1937, and 
a year later for the post of Vice- 
Mastec In both posts, he secured 
universal respect and his even- 
handed but no-nonsense approach 
allowed him to implement new 
structures without making enemies: 
a rare achievement He also served 
on numerous London University 
committees, including its Academ- 
ic Council and Senate. His admin- 
istrative talents were recognised on 
a national level through his workfor 
the Modern Humanities Research 
Association, on whose committee he 
served continuously since 1974. He 
became Hispanic Editor of the 
Modem Language Review in 1980, 
saving as its General Editor from 
1985 to 1993. 


As editor of fee MHRA Style 
Book, the guide to authorial style and 
presentation most widely used in the 
UK, he left his mark on scholarship 
in ah fields of the Humanities. Elect- 
ed a Life Member of MHRA in 1994. 
he was also a Ftehow of the Society 
of Antiquaries (since 1983) and of the 
Royal Historical Society (since 1994), 
and served as President of the 
British branch of the Society 
Renee svals (1988-91) and of the 
London Medieval Society (1988-92). 

His major professional and per- 
sonal achievement was perhaps as 
a member of fee Spanish panel for 
the first Research Selectivity Exer- 
cise in 1989, chair of the Research 
Assessment Exercise panel for 
French, Spanish. Russian and Eu- 
ropean Studies in 1992. and chair of 
the RAE panel for Spanish in 1995. 
Thanks to his reputation for fair- 
mindedness and good sense, the 
results of these exercises were 
received by his colleagues in the field 
of Hispanisin with a notable lack of 
acrimony, confirming the trust and 
respect with which he was regard- 
ed by the profession in an age of 
increasing competitiveness. 


Jo Labanyi 


Roger Michael Walker, Hispanist : 
barn Huddersfield, Yorkshire 25 
July 1938; Assistant Lecturer, Bris- 
tol University 1961-63; Lecturer. 
Birkbeck College. London Univer- 
sity 2963-72, Reader 1972-80. 
Professor of Spanish Medieval 
Studies 1980-99 , Vice-Master 1988- 
93; married 1960 Patricia. Ecdes 
( one son, one daughter, marriage 
dissolved 1980); died Colchester, 
Essex 21 January 2999. 


Winifred Morgan 


WINIFRED MORGAN was the only 
British nurse to be awarded the 
Star of Ethiopia by Emperor Haile 
Selassie for her work in Africa. She 
had a distinguished nursing career 
in teaching hospitals in London, 
Glasgow and Manchester and wife 
fee World Health Organisation and 
fee Red Cross. 

Born in 1914, she was determined 
as a child to be a nurse, although 
there was no nursing tradition in her 
family - her father a chauffeur, set 
up his own taxi business. Both par- 
ents died when Winifred was ll and 
her sister seven. Thereafter the 
sisters were brought up separately. 
Winifred by &n aunt and unde in Lon- 
don, and it may have been fee dis- 
ciplinarian aunt which produced in 
Winifred Morgan fee disciplinarian 
attitude of fee senior nurse. 

As a girl Morgan worked hard to- 
wards her goal won a scholarship to 
Queen Anne’s School Caversham, 



and when she left trained as a nurse 
at King’s College Hospital London, 
then as a midwife at Sussex Mater- 
nity Hospital in Brighton. She then 
returned to King’s, which she always 
referred to wife a fierce pride. This 
was not always appreciated by col- 
leagues when she moved on to Scot- 
land and the north of England. 

At King’s she became involved in 
nurse education and was in charge 
of the preliminary training school 
something then new in nurse edu- 
cation. In 1949 she went to Edinburgh 
as sister tutor at the Royal Hospital 
for Sick Children but left after a year 
'Tor domestic reasons". The follow- 
ing year she was appointed principal 
sister tutor at the General Ho spital 
Jersey, to reorganise the nursing 
school and establish the block sys- 
tem of training another innovation 
in nurse education. She left to take 
a course in nursing administration 
and had a brief period in manage- 
ment as an assistant matron at 
Guy’s Hospital in London. 

Her next post was a pioneering one 

in nursing education, as director of 
the experimental training course at 
Glasgow Royal Infirmaiy, introduced 
by fee matron, E.G. Manners It was 


Tbe experiment was sponsored by 
fee Scottish Health Department 
and the Nuffield Trust and one of the 
objectives was to cut down the 
wastage of nurses leaving during 
training. Of the first 75 taking ijL 
course, only two dropped out iSl 
course was evaluated by Margaret 
Scott Wright who became the first 

professor of nursing in fee UK, at Ed- 
tnburgh University. 

At the suggestion of the retiring 
matron of the Royal Infirmary a) Man- 
ches^ j^n vsyiie, wbo,likeMorean, 
bad trained at Kind's M nnbn — kTj 


r 1 , a c Ring’s, Morgan applied 
for fee post and was appointed. She 
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Royal Infirmary agp 
in a training schem 
cs. At Manchesteq 

ceived to be her sup 
attitude was nnt oi. 



‘Southern* attitude 


« UK* ok uusaerironi Eng- 
fand to undertake. Nurses in tratofop 
were tobe real students and not part 
of fee hospital staff although they 
worked on fee wards. There they had 
clinical supervision from tutors if 
they had been on night duty, they did 
not have to wake up by day to attend 
lectures. They were prepared for the 
state examination in two years in 

stradof the usual three and’ then had 

a third year or practical experience 
before state registration. 
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JOHN PULMAN bolds a unique place in 
the history of snooker as a player who 
held the world title for 1 1 years. 

The legendary Joe Davis, a role 
model for the young Pulman, won more 
world championships. However, no 
other player, including Davis's younger 
brother Fred, has been in possession of 
the game's most coveted prize for such 
an unbroken sequence. And in the mod- 
ern era where the major prizes swap 
hands from tournament to tournament, 
let alone year to year. Pulman’s achieve- 
ment may never be equalled. 

Unfortunately for “Pully", the sta- 
tistics do not tell the hill story That is 
perhaps why his name doesn't imme- 
9 diateiy spring to mind when listing 
past champions in order of greatness. 
Snooker, despite its current internal 
wranglings and lack of major sponsor- 
ship deals, is in a far healthier state than 
when Pulman was in his pomp. 

A runner-up to Fred Davris in 1955 and 
1956, Pulman made it third time lucky 
when he travelled to Jersey for the 195? 
world championship. However, just four 
players entered the event: Pulman, 
Kingsley Kenneriey, Rex Williams, the 
present and much maligned chairman 
of the game's governing body, and the 
Ulsterman Jackie Rea. 

The “final" saw Pulman prevail 39 
frames to 3-1 against Rea to become 
world champion. Just as his star was in 
the ascendancy, however, the sport's 
popularity waned to an all-time low. The 
championship became dormant until 
1964 when revived on a challenge basis. 
When play resumed Pulman defeated 
Fred Davis 19-16. 

He was to retain his title through six 
J more challenges over the next four years 
" including a six-week tour of South 
Africa with Williams. On one occasion 
during the trip, annoyed by the low 
attendance, they flipped a coin rather 
than play the match. 

Unlike the plethora of titles up for 
grabs in the modern era, Pulman's tri- 
umphs were largely confined to his 
world championship victories. His last 
successful defence came in 1968 with a 
39-34 victory over the Australian “new- 
comer” Eddie Chariton. In 1969 the 
championship reverted to a knockout 
basis and the title holder lost to anoth- 
er emerging professional Lancastrian 
John Spencen in the first round. 

Hie venue was the Wryton Stadium, 
JFBolton, normally used for all-in 
wrestling. Pulman had lost his grip on 
. the championship for ever He did make 


the final again In 1970, however, and 
enjoyed one of his finest moments of a 
34-year professional career in 1977. 

Against the odds, and perhaps due to 
his decision to stay teetotal from the turn 
of the year. Pulman reached the semi- 
finals of the first Embassy-sponsored 
event held at the Crucible Theatre in 
Sheffield. He led the eventual champi- 
on John Spencer 7-3 and later recovered 
from 15-20 down to trail just 17-16. 

Spencer though secured the all- 
important 34th frame and went on to 
beat the Canadian Cliff Tborburn in the 
final. However; it was testimony to his 
immaculate cueing action - described 
by Spencer as “one of the best" - that 
he was able to compete at an age when 
most sportsmen and women are well 
past their prime. 

Pulman made two further appear- 
ances at the Crucible and played his final 
professional match in 1981. Already 


Pulman’s big regret 
was his failure to 
score snooker’s 
perfect break - a 
147 clearance - 
though he did 
manage a 146 



Pulman held the world snooker title from 1957 until 1968 


contemplating retirement, his mind 
was made up for him when, the same 
year; his leftleg was broken in five places 
following a collision with a bus. 

John Pulman was born in Tteign- 
mouth in 1923 but moved to Plymouth 
in 1929 when his father. Ernest, sold his 
confectionery business and bought a bil- 
liards dub. The young Pulman initially 
flourished at billiards, making a centu- 
ry break at the age of 12 and a hall 

Soon, though, he was competent at 
snooker and with the family now in Ex- 
eter he honed his skills in the new dub. 
He came to national prominence at the 
age of 22. His first entry into the Eng- 
lish amateur championship resulted in 
a title win over one Albert Brown. De- 
spite bis future successes Pulman 
steadfastly described his amateur title 
win as “the best of my career". A big 
regret was his failure to score snooker's 


perfect break - a 147 clearance - though 
he did manage a 146. 

When he finally hung up his cue, 
Pulman wasn't lost to the game. It was 
while he was hospitalised after break- 
ing his leg that he was offered a contract 
to commentate on snooker far ITV He 
continued to do so up until his death. 
Ironically, his “rival" on BBC was “Whis- 
pering" Ted Lowe who had been Pul- 
man's first manager when he turned 
professional in 1947. 

Lowe is widely regarded as the voice 
of snooker but Pulman was his superi- 
or according to the 1985 world champi- 
on Dennis Taylor, now a broadcaster for 
the BBC: “The sound engineers would 
often tell me what a pleasure it was to 
work with ‘ Fully’ because his voice 
was so marvellous." 

Before his ITV deal Pulman worked 
for the BBC and was behind the mi- 


crophone at the 1980 world champi- 
onship when coverage was interrupted 
by live action from the Iranian Embassy 
in London. When the broadcast re- 
sumed Pulman's opening line was: 
“Welcome back to the world champi- 
onship. It’s a case of from one Embassy 
to another" 

His mellifluent tone was no doubt en- 
riched by a fondness for a glass of whisky 
or three. John Pulman was a humorous 
raconteur and bon viveur on the circuit 
both during and after his playing days. 

Trevor Baxter 

John Pulman, snooker player: born 
Teignmouth, Devon 12 December 1923; 
English Amateur Champion 1946; 
runner-up, Wbrld Snooker Champi- 
onship 1955-56, world champion 
1957-68; married (three children): died 
Northampton 25 December 1998, 


Michaela Geiger 


- : ;£ MICHAELA GEIGER reached the high 
point of her career when she served 
; as a Vice-President of the German 
- Parliament (Bundestag) 1997-98. 

-__"cr . She bad been put forward twice 
” . ii before but had been beaten by her 

~ - Christian Social Union (CSU) colleague 
.. Hans “Jonny” Klein. She was Chairman 
’ of the (XU'S working parly on foreign 
. . policy 1987-91. Appointed State Secre- 
tary (junior minister) for Economic 
" ^Co-operation m 1991, she remained in 
^that post until 1993. Remarkably; she 
served at the same level in the Ministry 
of Defence 1993-97. 

Geiger’s good looks and charm some- 
J times led people to underestimate her 
' ' intelligence and think she had got her 
promotion because of the CSU*s “to- 
’ • kenism” towards women. This ignored 

the courage and determination with 
which she pursued her ambitions. 


Bora Michaela Rail in Bavaria, she 
was the daughter of a Free Democrat- 
ic local government politician. Her 
birthplace, the village of Oberammer- 
gau, is the deeply conservative home of 
the internationally famous Passion Play 
and is renowned for its woodcarvers. 
In the predominantly Catholic Bavaria, 
her family were Evangelical Christians. 
Michaela Rail went to school in 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, and after 
gaining her university matriculation 
(Abitur), in 1963, wentfbr technical train- 
ing rather than entering university. 

She qualified as a television screen 
technician in Nuremberg in 1964 and 
worked at that trade until her marriage 
in 1967, when she became Michaela 
Geiger She joined the CSU in Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen in 1971, being elected to 
the local executive in 1975. In the 
following years her dedication led to 


various CSU posts inducting that of 
Deputy Chairperson of the party's 
Upper Bavaria organisation 

Geiger’s chance to be a player on the 
national stage came after she had 
caught the eye of the CSU leader Franz 
Josef Strauss. In 1980, after losing the 
federal election as the Christian De- 
mocrats' candidate for the Chancellor- 
ship, Strauss dedded not to take bis seat 
in the Bundestag Geiger took his place 
with his blessing She was re-elected in 
1983, 1987, 1990 and 1991 In 1994 she was 
returned with the third highest per- 
centage vote (62 per cent) of any CSU 
candidate. She also received the high- 
est percentage gained by any woman of 
any party in Bavaria 
In 1998 the Christian Social Union of 
Bavaria held its losses to 3.5 per cent, 
the lowest percentage loss For the 
Christian Democrats in any region. 


Geiger retained her seal taking 58 per 
cent of the vote. She was one of only 
three CSU women to be directly elect- 
ed and one of the six women out of 47 
in the CSU parliamentary parly. 

She lost her place as Vice-President 
of the Bundestag atthe start of the 1998 
session after the CDU/CSU election 
defeat Even though she was terminal- 
ly 01 with cancer; Geiger continued her 
parliamentary work. She remained as 
Deputy Chair of the Bundestag's foreign 
affairs committee until the last session 
before Christmas. 

David Childs 

Michaela Gertrud Rail (Michaela 
Geiger), politician: born Oberammer- 
gau, Germany 29 September 1943: 
married 1967 (one son ; marriage 
dissolved*; died Munich 30 Dec- 
ember 1998. 


GAZETTE 


Births, 
Marriages 
? & Deaths 

DEATHS 

HEIGHO: Maureen, n6e Lambert 
Widow of WJB. Hdgho MB EL 
died in on 29 November 
1998, aged 84. The funeral took 
place at Ruislip on 7 January. 

Memorial 

Services 


HUTCHESON: A celebration of 
Stella Hutcheson’s life wQl be 
held at UOpm on Thursday 18 
February at Friends House, 
Euston Road (opposite Euston 
Station.). 


Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS are charged at £&SO 
a line (VAT extra). 


Changing of the guard 

^kThe Household Cavalry 
* Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen’s Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, Jiam. 


BIRTHDAYS 

Mr Ronald Allison, journal- 
ist and broadcaster; 67; 
Admiral Sir Desmond 
Cassidi, former Commander- 
in -Chief, Naval Home Com- 
mand, 74; Mr Timothy 
Clifford, director. National 
Galleries of Scotland, 53; Mr 
Martin Dunn, editor-in-chief, 
the New York Daily News, 

44; Mr Jules Pfeiffer, play- 
I wright and cartoonist, 70; Mr 
Christopher Hampton, play- 
wright, 53; Mr Kim Hughes, 
cricketer, 45; The Right 
Rev David Jenkins, former 
Bishop of Durham, 74; Miss 
Eartfaa Kitt, singer, 71; Mr 
Simon Langdale, former 
Headmaster; Shrewsbury 
School, 62; Miss Joan 
Leslie, actress. 74; Mr Akin 
Morita, founder Sony Corpo- 
ration, 78; Mr Paul 
Newman, actor and director; 
74; Dr Paul Nurse, director- 
general, Imperial Cancer 
Research Fund, 50; Miss 
Veronica Owen, former 
Headmistress, Malvern 
Girls' College, 74; Mr 
Christopher Price, Principal 
Emeritus, Leeds Metropoli- 
tan University 67; Mr 
Anthony Solomons, chair- 
man, Singer and Friedlandez; 


69; Sir Charles Tidbnry, 
former chairman, Whitbread 
and Co, 73; Mr Nigel 
Walmsley, chairman, Carlton 
UK Television, 57. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Ugo (Niccolo) 
Foscolo, poet, 1778; Sir 
Thomas Noon Tfelfourd, 
judge, poet and editor; 1795; 
Dougfos MaeArthur, general, 
1880; Stephane Grappelli, 
violinist and jazz musician, 
1908; Jacqueline du Pre, 
cellist, 1945. 

Deaths: Edward Jennet; 
physician, discoverer of 
vaccination, 1823; Jean- 
Louis-Andre-Theod ore 
Gericault, painter; 1824; 
Gerard de Nerval (Gerard 
Labrunie), poet and writer; 
1855; Lleon-Michel Gambetta, 
lawyer and statesman, 1882; 
William Marsden, surgeon 
and hospital founder, 1867; 
Charles George Gordon, 
general, killed at Khartoum 
1885; Edward G. Robinson, 
actor; 1973. 

On this day: Brazil was dis- 
covered by Vicente Yan.es 
Pinzon, 1500; Sydney, Aus- 


tralia, was founded fey Gover- 
nor Arthur Phillip, 1788; 
Napoleon Bonaparte became 
president of the Italian 
Republic, formerly the 
Cisalpine republic, 1802; 
Hong Kong became a British 
sovereign territory, 1841; the 
Rugby Union was founded 
1871; the Cullman Diamond 
was found by Captain Wells 
near Pretoria, South Africa, 
1905; the first official Boy 
Scout troop - the First 
Glasgow - was formed 1908; 
during the Spanish Civil War, 
Barcelona fell to Franco's 
army, 1939; India became a 
republic within the Common- 
wealth, 1950. 

Today is Australia Day, 
Republic Day, India and the 
Ffeast Day of St Alberic, St 
Conan of Man, St System, 

St Margaret of Hungary, St 
Paula, St Thordgith or 
Theorigitha of Barking, St 
Timothy and St Titus. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: 
Humphrey Wine, “New 
Appearances (rv): Poussin, 
Landscape with a Calm", 
lpm. 


Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Caroline RimeU, 
“English Cabinets", 2pm. 
British Museum; Helen 
Glaisten “The Chinese Silk 
Route’', 11.30am. 

National Portrait Gallery: 
Justin Nolan, “Plots and 
Scandals fix): The Prince of 
Wales and the Tranby Craft 
Scandal, 1891” 1.10pm. 

The Wallace Collection, 
London Wl: Robert Wenley. 
“Renaissance Bronzes in the 
Wallace Collection”, lpm. 
Gresham College at the 
City Tfemple, London ECi: 
Professor Susan Greenfield 
“Neuroscience and Society: 
some moral issues”, lpm. 


Dinners 

Inter-Parliamentary Union 
- British Group 
Mr David Marshall ME 
Chairman of the British 
Group, In ter- Parliamentary 
Union, hosted a dinner 
yesterday evening on board 
RS Hispaniola, tendon WC2. 
in honour of a Parliamentary 
Delegation from the Slovak 
Republic. Mr Jozef Mi gas. 
Speaker of the National 
Council of the Slovak Repub- 
lic, led the delegation. 



Refusal to pay was 
repudiatory breach 


A DELIBERATE failure by 
an employer to pay agreed 
remuneration to an employ- 
ee would normally be regard- 
ed as a repudiatory breach of 
the contract of employment 

The Court of Appeal allowed 
the defendants’ appeals against 
an injunction restraining them 
from canvassing or soliciting 
anyone to transacton behalf of 
any competitor of the plaintiff 

The defendants were mem- 
bers of a team of interdealer 
brokers employed by the plain- 
tiff on' its Belgian securities 
desk. On 8 January 1997 the de- 
fendants purported to resign 
from their employment by 
handing in a joint written notice. 
They intended to start work with 
Liberty EurAsia Ltd, a major 
competitor of the plaintiff 

Allegations of “poaching" 
teams of brokers had resulted 
in a mutual agreement which 
had expired on 31 December 
1996 between the plaintiff and 
Liberty to end the practice. 
When the defendants left to join 
Liberty the plaintiff's entire 
German desk left simultane- 
ously with the same purpose. 

The plaintiff applied for an 
injunction to restrain the de- 
fendants, until after l May 1997, 
from canvassing or soliciting 
anyone to transact on behalf of 
any competitor of the plaintiff. 

The defendants claimed that 
their contracts of employment 
had been breached by the 
plaintiff in that the plaintiff 
had wrongly foiled or refused 
to comply with agreed arrange- 
ments in relation to the defen- 
dants' salary packages, in 
connection with, inter olio, 
assurances given to them about 
tax liabilities. 

The judge, in granting the in- 
junction, held that although the 


TUESDAY 
Law Report 

26 January 1999 

Cantor Fitzgerald 
International v 
Callaghan and others 
Court of Appeal 
' (Lord Justice Nourse, 
Lord Justice Judge and 
Lord Justice Tuckey) 

21 January 1999 

plaintiff was in breach of a con- 
tractually enforceable obliga- 
tion, nevertheless the failure to 
pay the sums in question did not 
amount to “a si gnificant breach 
going to the root of the contract 
of employment”. He found that 
the defendants, in purporting 
to terminate their contracts 
of employment, were them- 
selves in repudiatory breach. 
The defendants appealed. 
Eldred TabacfmSt QC and Jane 
Tracy Pansier (McGrath & Co) jbr 
the defendants; Alistair McGre- 
gor QC and Nigel Porter ( Norton 
Rnse> for the plaintiffs. 

Lord Justice Jndge said that 
the question whether non- 
payment of agreed wages, or 
interference by an employer 
with a salary package, was or 
was not fundamental to the 
continued existence of a con- 
trad of employment depended 
on the critical distinction to be 
drawn between an employer’s 
failure to pay or delay in pay- 
ing agreed remuneration, and 
his deliberate failure to do so. 

Where the failure or delay 
constituted a breach of con- 
tract, that might represent no 


more than a temporary fault in 
the employer’s technology an 
accounting error or a simple 
mistake, or illness, accident, 
or unexpected events, and it 
would be open to the court to 
conclude that the breach (fid not 
go to the root of the contract 

Where, however, an em- 
ployer unilaterally reduced bis 
employee’s pay or diminished 
the value of his salary package, 
the entire foundation of the 
contract of empkoraent was un- 
dermined. An emphatic denial 
by the employer of his obliga- 
tion to pay the agreed salary or 
wage, or a determined resolu- 
tion not to comply with his con- 
tractual obligations in relation 
to pay and remuneration would, 
therefore, normally be regard- 
ed as repudiatory. 

Furthermore, it was doubt- 
ful whether dermrmnis had any 
relevance: if the amount at 
stake was very small and the 
circumstances justifying a min- 
imal reduction were explained 
to the employee, the likelihood 
was that he would accept a mu- 
tual variation of the original con- 
tract However an apparently 
slight change imposed an a re- 
luctant employee by economic 
pressure exercised by the em- 
ployer should not be confused 
with a consensual variation. 

In the present case the sums 
at stake, although not great in 
the context of the overall pack- 
age, were not trivial. The refusal 
to pay them was deliberate and 
determined, motivated fiy a de- 
sire improperly to pressurise 
ttie defendants into harder work. 
The decision wholly undermined 
the contract of employment 
and. accordingly; constituted a- 
repudiatory breach. 

Kate O’Hanlon 

Barrister 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 01 71-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 201 1J or fax to 01 71-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


FRANK KERMODE, in the 
London Review of Books , 
has caught up with Bech 
at Bay by John Updike, 
whom be calls “alive, fertile 
and motile". One might 
think this a hangover from 
Kerm ode’s structuralist 
phase, but it is a zoological 
term - able to move; pre- 
sumably is Kermode’s 
sense rather than the psy- 


WORPS 

Christopher 

Hawtree 

motile, adj. 

cbologjcaJ one - somebody 
who reacts to motor 
imagery rather than audi- 
tory or visual. Updike is 
the supreme chronicler of 


sight and sound, a dex- 
trous vocabulary to hanfl , 
Kermode surmises that 
this is the last of Bech, “the 
tollhouse distortion of his 

inventor”, but, no! the latest 
issue of the Nets Yorker has 

a new story with such phras- 
es as “her fivid nipples” and 
“toward dawn there was a 
prolonged bright radkns that 
most have been Buffalo?*. 
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Rustic enemy No 1 


Oliver Walston i s a fat-cat farmer with a huge subsidy and he doesn’t care who knows it. He 
also thinks farmers are a bunch of whingers. No wonder they hate him. By Ann Treneman 


O liver Walston is in 
love with the sound 
of his own voice. I 
know this because 
he tells me so, but I 
could have figured it 

out for myself. He 
taiire non-stop. Actually, that's not 
true. He stops to eat and to Jaugh. He 
also slows down a bit when he bears 
the sound of a soundbite that he likes. 
“People love Fat-Cat Farmer. Yes, 
Pat-Cat Parmer has really caught on, 
you know," he crows as we bounce 
along in his four-wheel drive. I did not 
even know that Mercedes made four- 
wheel drives, but here we are in one. 
The seats are lea therbut it is the view 
that is really impressive: miles and 
miles of Cambridgeshire farmland 
that belong to Mr Fat Cat 

“Surely you are now a Famous 
Pat-Cat Fiumer,” I say. This is not just 
flattery He has just presented Against 
the Gram on BBC2 and has made 
something of a stir by speaking frankly 
about his annual subsidy cheque. 
This may sound boring but when you 
hear the figure £180,000, it suddenly 
gets interesting: Mr Walston thinks it 
is an outrage that you and I are sub- 
sidising the likes of him, and he 
believes that every farmer should tell 
us the size of his subsidy. He wants 
them to be loud and proud about it 
This makes him a forming heretic or, 
as he puts it, a “weird nut". He seems 
to like this and I'm not surprised 
when he rejects the idea of being 
famous. “No, not famous. Infamous! 
Infam ous’” 

He is proving to be a very able hate 
figure. The letters page of Fanner's 
Weekly is positively seething at the 
moment “Walston has never had to 
struggle’', says one headline. 
“Pompous and selfish Oliver", says 
another They call him smug and a 
braggart He gets anonymous tele- 
phone calls, some of them nasty. Last 
week he was told by a Somerset 
former that it is said that he should be 
put up against a fence and shot “I hope 
that was a joke," he says. 

I suspect that it was not entirely 
said in jest because Mr Walston has 
made many formers extremely angry. 

1 have gone to his form in the village 
of Thriplow to talk to him about this. 
In his father’s day. there were 80 
workers employed on the farm. Now 
there are four. Mr Walston grows 
wheat barley; sugar beet oil seed r^e. 
peas, beans and another crop called 
“set-aside". He lives in a lovely con- 
verted bam and stables. He is 57 but 
looks much younger. He has made 
lunch and obviously knows his way 
around the kitchen. “I'm married to an 
American!" he says. I’m not sure 
what this means. We chat about the 
phrase “new man”. I say that my test 
is who deans toe toilet He admits that 
he doesn't But neither does his wife. 
Right He brings out the Beaujolais. 
He says he has a “small house” in 
France. I don't believe him: I'm sure 
it is a large house but it seems surly 
to press toe point 




Oliver Walston on his Cambridgeshire farm: *1 might look rich but it ain’t true. 1 have to watch the bottom line’ 


Andrew Fox 


Especially since he has so many 
points to press on with. He talks with 
great passion about forming, but there 
is much of a personal nature that he 
does not mention. He talks about his 
father, for instance, but does not say 
that he was the wealthy socialist life 
peer Lord Walston. He says that he 
was known as “the son of. for so long 
that it is a relief not to hear it these 
days. His mother Catherine, is also 
infamous in that she had a 15-year 
affair with Graham Greene. He spent 
18 months researching a book about 
her but then gave it up at the request 
of a family member. His office reveals 
him to have many interests; David 
Hockney and touring the Arctic on an 
ice-breaker, to name two. 

None of these compares to fanning 
however. He says that owning land is 
the second most powerful drive in the 
human psyche No prizes for guessing 
the other He says buying the farm was 
like 12 orgasms rolled into one. This 
wfll surprise many people, not because 
of the orgasms but because most 
people assume that Oliver Walston 
inherited his land. Not (rue. He tells 
me a story about this - he loves to tell 
stories - but first I say that he is his 
own worst enemy Perhaps the reason 
people think he is a fat-cat farmer who 
has never had to struggle is that he 
says things such as “I was bora with 
a silver spoon in every orifice”. He 


looks at me. “But it’s true! Eton. 
Cambridge, Princeton. Wouldn't you 
call that being born with a silver 
spoon in every orifice? What the hell 
else can I say?! But when people say 
that 1 don’t have to watch the bottom 
line ... shit, I do.” 

So this is his story. “My dad inher- 
ited 2,000 acres in South Cam- 
bridgeshire from his mum and dad and 


He says that he owes £lm on this 
farm. “So I consider that a lot of 
money. And most people would too. It 
pisses me off when people say that I 
don't know about the bottom line. I 
have to make a pretty damn good earn- 
ing just to pay back the mortgage." He 
says that this amounts to £60 an acre 
and notes that I don’t have to be a 
genius to figure out that the mortgage 


Walston says buying the farm was like 12 
orgasms rolled into one. This will surprise many 
people. Not because of the orgasms, but because 
most people assume he inherited it. Not true 


tanned it He had szx children. He gave 
the land to us and I rented it from my 
brothers and sisters. They then sold 
it to the highest bidder which turned 
out to be toe Kent County Council Pern 
sion Rind- So then I was a tenant 
farmer for the Kent County Council 
Pension Rind. And about three years 
ago I managed to buy it back. I bor- 
rowed a huge amount of money And 
that is where I am today. So when a 
farmer says to you- *blocxfy Oliver Wal- 
ston, he's so rich’- the answer is that 
he might look that waybut it ain’t true." 


is £120,000 a year At the moment he 
could not survive without his subsidy 
cheque, but thinks five years would be 
enough time to wean himself off it He 
suspects it's going to happen anyway, 
and that Nick Brown, the Agriculture 
Secretary, agrees. 

If this is the case, he could just be 
quiet and it would happen anyway. 
Does he not care what people think? 
“Not really. I’m well aware that farm- 
ers think I'm a traitor." 

It doesrit get any nicer He says that 
farmers have cried wolf so many 


times that no one believes them when 
things really are tough (as they are 
now). He says that the way that the 
green pound works meant that Nor- 
man Lament's Black Wednesday was 
a godsend for farmers. “We called it 
Golden Wednesday!" But no one said 
so in public. In fact, no one says much 
in public about subsidies or good 
times or Golden Wednesdays. “If farm- 
ers had been more honest, more 
straightforward, more open with the 
public in the past the public would be 
more sympathetic with them today." 

Mr Walston does not seem to suf- 
fer from this problem. When he has a 
good harvest be does more than talk 
about it He commissions an engraved 
silver goblet He gets them out of the 
cupboard. In 1982 it was for sugar beet 
in 1983 for wheat in 1391 for peas and 
-in 1993 -for “set-aside". This last one 
reads; “Three hundred acres of set- 
aside produced absolutely nothing." 

The mugs are examples of beauti- 
ful workmanship with engraved 
insects, snails, rabbits and mice peek- 
ing out where you least expect I say 
so and Mr Walston blasts me with a 
laugh. “I can see the piece already- 1 
wasn’t exactly bora yesterday. Sur- 
rounded by unlimited silver tankards, 
he sat there telling farmers to get into 
the real world." Surely even be would 
have to admit that there is some 
truth in it 


DINNER LADY By Da# 
Sinner Lady By Night! 

Many Me- Or Die! The 

Eyes of a Killer! No Sex 
Because He Hates My 
Breasts! And (my personal 
favourite) A Wheelie Bin 
Saved My life! These are 
all headlines from a 
blissful Nineties publishing 
phenomenon: the cheap 'n’ 
cheerful weekly mag that 
mainly relies on readers’ 
true experiences. The fakes 
of That's Life! Take A 
Break and Chat are all 
raerr reads than the old 
stalwarts such as Woman; 
they pay their readers to 
reveal all and it is 
astounding just what 
people are prepared to 
admit to for a fee of a few 
hundred quid. 

Ail human life is there: 
feisty mums and brave 
kiddies battling against the 
odds, heroic grannies, 
villainous cheats, two- 
faced friends and faithless 
spouses, birth, love, sex 
and death. Trite and banal, 
of course, but that’s their 
great strength. 

Best of all. every single 
story has to be illustrated 
with genuine photos of the 
people involved, and those 
grainy, badly ocused 
snapshots of the pale, toe 
spotty, the overweight, the 
weirdly dressed, the 
strangely coiffed, in short 
the normal speak more 
poignantly than any glossy 
posed-by-models shot can 
ever do; boy, are these 
people real 

To this already heady 
mbr the editors add liberal 
amounts of extra sex and 
gore and other such 
general good humour. 
Know a good rude joke? 
Send it to That's Life! 
which pays £15 for every 
near-toe-Jmucble chuckle 
printed. Another 
publication has a column 
called “My Operation” 
bearing a helpful label that 
warns the squeamish on 
no account to read it when 
there is a particularly 
gruesome procedure being 
described. Another has a 
regular feature in which 
life-saving dogs and 
comforting cats write in to 


describe how they have _ 

kept hope and love alive m 
their human owners. 

And these magazines 

are the home of one of the 

most fantastical notions 
ever dreamt up by a 
fevered editorial brain in 
search of an economical 
space-filler the readers 7 
thrifty tips column. The 
versions that have since 
appeared in some 
newspapers and glossier 
mags are just pale and 
feeble imitations. Each 
issue carries a perfunctory 
nod towards cookery and 
interiors articles, but these 
are easily skipped. 

Printed on flimsy paper; 
these mags are ideal for 
folding into a handbag to 
while away a boring 
journey. Ctf course, it’s not 
quite the same as being 
seen reading The 
Economist or Prospect, 
but I've caught plenty of 
quite respectable-loo bmg 
fellow commuters reading 
over my shoulder; I me an, 
who could possibly resist 
such nuggets as My 
Hubby Ran Off With My 
Horsy Best Friend But 
He’s No Stallion, or 
Watching My Husband 
Make Love Tb My 
Neighbour TUrns Me On? 

This kind of stuff can be 
purchased for a very 
reasonable 62p a week - 
hardly pricey even when 
you become addicted and 
have to get all of them 52 . 
tiznesayearfyes.it 
happens) . In most women’s 
magazines the problem 
page is one of the most 
exciting; in this bunch the .- 
problem pages pale beaded 
toe real-life stories, * 
would be pretiy refre 
at any price. \ 

(Incidentally, in case 
anyone is wondering about 
the life-saving wheelie bin: 
two young mums were 
snoozing unsuspectingly as 
one of their children 
played with matches and 
set the house on fire. But 
they were all saved when 
they managed to scramble 
out of a first-floor window, 
using a handy rubbish 
receptacle to facilitate 
their escape.) 
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40 Weekends 
in New York 
to be won with 


TflLKteNEWYOBK 


Talk Radio and The Independent are flying 40 pairs of 
winners to New York for a weekend in March in our 
Talk to New York’ Competition. Throughout February 
there are 2 New York Weekends to be won every weekday. 

Talk Radio, on 1053 and 1089am/medium wave, is the only 
national commercial talk station. Talk Radio gives you the chance 
to have your say on the issues that matter. You can talk direct to 
celebrities and news makers, from Foreign Secretary Robin Cook 
to actor and comedian Robbie Coltrane, from Formula One driver 
David Coulthard to boxing impressario Don King. 


How to Play 'Talk to New York' When to listen to Talk Radio 


Every day from next Monday we’re 
printing a fresh map, in. The 
Independent Review section, 
showing 2 different locations in 
Manhattan. 


For your chance to win a trip for 
two to New York listen to Talk 
Radio at these times every 
weekday; 


Tune to Talk Radio and listen for the 
Avenue and Street No.s for one of 
that day's locations, identify it on 
the map and you could be a winner. 


8 .20am The Big Boys' Breakfast 
with Banks & Ferrari 


6.20pm Sportszone 


How to find Talk Radio 

1053 and 1089am across the UK 
and in the following areas: 

1107am: Boston (Lines), Gatwick. 
Liverpool. Lydd (Kent). 

Paignton (Devon), Southampton 
1071am: Newcastle, Nottingham 




1053/1089 am 
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The house is haunted but 
we’re not scared - honest 



DANI 

studying 

Biology 


There’s a horrible stain on the floor - and it’s spreading. But 


scarier still: who wrote ‘kill 1 on the cellar wall? By Cayte Williams 


THE STUDENTS’ huge 
grey-brick house in 
Fallowfield is rambling, 
dead creepy and 
gradually falling apart 
There’s a Dermis Nilsen- 
style cellar and the front 
garden shields all kinds 
of nameless menaces 
behind its high hedge 
and brick walls. 

Rachel who shares 
the top floor with Dani, 
has discovered an eerie 
stain off her kitchen 
floor. Or, rather, what 
used to be her kitchen 
floor. You may remember 
that Rachel had toe 
bright idea of inviting 
the local environmental 
health officer to toe 
house because the 
landlord was dragging 
his heels over some 
major repairs. No one 
else was particularly 
bothered, but to Rachel 
it was toe principle of 
the thing. 

Unfortunately her 
plans backfired horribly 
when the officer 
declared her kitchen a 
health-hazard (there was 
no fire escape) and 
promptly arranged for it 
to be removed. 

All that’s left now is a 
few marooned food 
cupboards above a sea of 
rubbish, dirty plates and 


This Student 


life 



Spring Term, 
Week 3 at the 
Manchester 
Student House 


beer cans. Weaving 
between the debris is toe 
said stain. “It’s greasy, 
and it keeps growing" 
says a bemused Rachel 
pointing to it fearfully 
with her toe. She hasn't 
touched, sniffed or 
investigated any further. 
“I don’t have a clue what 
it is..." 

Dani and Rachel are 
spending less and less 
time in the house. While 
everyone else is happy 
to live in communal 
squalon they have tried 
to make the best of their 
little pied-d-terre. And 


where did it get them? 
Squalid little quarters 
with all the atmosphere 
of toe Bates Motel. 

ft's common 
knowledge with the rest 
of the house that they 
intend to move out but 
Rachel is being coy. u rd 
rather not say," she says. 
The relationship 
between Rachel and 
Dani and the boys has 
cooled down 
considerably, and any 
queries about toe girls 
are met with “we never 
see them" or “we just 
say hello" and a shrug 
Their falling out is 

hardly surprising. If 
Dani and Rachel move 
out, what is there left to 
rent? A couple of rooms 
leading out to a gutted 
kitchen. 

This is not the first 
time something 
inexplicable has 
happened in the 
students’ gloomy hails. 
Last year, after watching 
The Exorcist Leona 
went down into the 
cellar to re-light the 
boiler, saw “Kill” written 
in red on the wall and 
was so spooked she 
couldn't sleep. 

Ian has his own 
chilling story. “The guy 
who comes here to do 


the maintenance says 
that a man who once 
lived here went mad and 
killed his son," he 
explains, “and now he 
haunts this house. When 
I first moved in here on 
my own, I used to hear 
knocking and rattling 
noises coming from 
upstairs and I knew no 
one else lived here. But 
I’m not scared. I don’t 
think anything’s going to 
harm me." 

Rachel is obviously 
not happy about living in 
a haunted house, and 
even Tasha is spooked. 
“Everyone's scared to go 
into that cellar.” she says 
with a 1 nervous laugh, 
“but I genuinely believe 
it was one of Ian's mates 
who wrote ‘KDT on toe 
walL" The rest of the 
boys think the whole 
thing has got out of 
proportion. 

Leona and Dash, 
however, are making a 
stand against the broken 
boiler. Rather than 
buying little heaters for 
their rooms, they are 
planning to hold out 
against the cold until it's 
fixed. “It’s the principal 
of the thing,” they say. 

Or is it just that they are 
simply too scared to go 
into the cellar? 



ROSIE 

studying 

French 


DAVID . 

study mg..' 
Management 



LEONA _ 

was studying 
Maths 



TASH 

studying 
Management 



ALISTAIR 

- studying . 
Management: 



Rachael: 

studying 
Art History-. 



IAN 


studying 

Geography 





ROBBIE 

studying 
Economics 
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Hopelessly devoted to you 

Her dancers are old hands but the inspiration of Pina Bausch remains as fresh as ever. By Nadine Meisner 

E lusive, reclusive: 

Pina Bausch's myth- 
ical status grows by 
the year. When she 
joins the curtain-call 
at the end of a Der- 
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E lusive, reclusive: 

Pina Bausch 's myth- 
ical status grows by 
the year. When she 
joins the curtain-call 
at the end of a per- 
| formance, it hardly seems possible 

I it is her and not a hologram. She is 

31 a gaunt, baggy-trousered figure, an 
j‘ overworked creator of potent im- 
| ages who smiles a sphinx smile and 

; locks arms with her interpreters. 

Thnz theater Wuppertal are her 
| family, her nomadic tribe, 30 men 
and women who dance, speak, sing 
i and play games. They perform on 
1 stages covered in grass, or snow, or 

mud. They are so devoted to Pina 
they will throw themselves against 
walls, wear nappies and smear their 
faces with lipstick - and that's just 
the men. They are multinational as 
individually flavoured as ordinary 
people, the opposite of flawless bal- 
let clones. They act with an unclut- 
tered, childlike directness. They 
are you and me, with our childhood 
experiences, our adult hopes and 
fears, our joys and miseries. 

Like us, they are all ages - al- 
though when the company started 
25 years ago they more or less be- 
longed to the same generation, 
-c Some early members have retired 
► but rush on stage when Pina beck- 
ons them back for a revival, as 
Malou Airaudo did for the Bausch- 
Gluck Iphigenia in Tenuis at the 
1996 Edinburgh Festival. Some 
continue in the company, such as 
bulky Jan Minarikwho specialises 
in carrying and cross-dressing, 
and Dominique Mercy; a sinewy 
blond Frenchman, edging 50 but 
still dancing flat-out solos. 

The performances of Viktor this 
week will be the company's first 
London season since 1982. London 
needs them more than they need 
London. Wherever they appear, 
they are sold out Ticketless des- 
• jjperadoes stand on pavements - in 
;he June clamminess of Paris, the 
December snow of Berlin - holding 
scrawled notices. u one ticket 
please". A reluctant interviewee, 
Bausch manages very weQ without 
PRs and journalists. Everything 
you want to know about her. she 
says, you can see in her work. But 
occasionaSyshe caves in, or allows 
her dancers to cave in, especially 
this time; to please an edgy Sadler's 
Wells publicity machine. 

Dominique Mercy turns out to be 
charming and informative - 1 ^ 
how it is that Bausch ’s performers 
- trained dancers who do a daily 
ballet class - don't have the stiff 
verbal delivery of non-actors. 

He explains: “It’s because much 
of the material comes from the 
dancers. What you see in the 
pieces, in these small scenes, are 
the result of questions which Pina 
-i|fbas asked us.” 

Bausch uses these questions or 
cues to elicit improvisations. 
“And each dancer responds 1 in a per- 
sonal way, in keeping with their 
experiences and imagination." So 
out of this come many of the 
Bausch's trademark components: 
the enchanting visual jokes, such 
as the makeshift swimming-pool in 
last year’s Mosurca Fogo, a 
plastic sheet held by two men. and 
filled with buckets of water; or the 
rerunning of intense moments 
unto they become heart-breaking, 
such as the waif in Tanzabend 11 
11992), who repeatedly drags 
herself out of the snow, only to be 



‘What I try is to find the pictures that best convey the emotion I want to convey 1 : Pina Bausch’s ‘Nelken’ from 1982 


carried back tenderly and cruelly. 

If the pieces have the multiplic- 
ity of life, it’s because they come 
from just that from multiple points 
of view; with Bausch as a fennd dis- 
tilling them into theatre. She rifts, 
edits, collates and glues together 
"There is a trust between her and 
us," says Mercy, who in Nefken 
(1982) plunges his face into a pile 
of raw sliced onions. “I know that 
she will not exploit us simply as a 
form of exhibitionism. It is not the 
purpose of her work." 

He first met Bausch in 1971. “I 
was immediately dazzled and 
touched by her person and her 
choreography,” he says. Others 
recognised her genius earty on and 
Bausch did not struggle through 
wilderness years. Born 58 years 
ago, in Solingen, in the Ruhr she 
enrolled as a dance student in the 
Fbikwang School in nearby Essen. 
The distinguished choreographer 
Kurt Jooss was in charge of the 
dance department and Bausch 
learnt classical ballet, modem 
dance and choreography- At 19 she 
won a scholarship to New York, 
where she went to the JuDhard 
School of Music and worked 
with another exceptional choreo- 
grapher, Antony Tudor. . 


She returned to Essen to assist 
Jooss with the Fblkwangtanzstudio. 
the school's graduate performing 
group which he was restarting. 
She created her first piece for 
than in 1968, remembered as “very 
abstract, very danceriy." and soon 
after became the artistic director 
a post she still holds. 



Then came the bold invitation 
from another neighbouring town, 
Wuppertal, to form a choreo- 
grapher-led company at their opera 
bouse and she started, with Mercy 
Jan Minarik and Malou Airaudo 
among her dancers. The opera 
house’s subscribers, accustomed to 
conventional ballet took time to ad- 
just Her launch piece, Fritz U974), 
was already dance theatre, though 
it had no text "It was about the fan- 


tasies of a boy,” Mercy remembers. 
‘And there was a parade of strange 
guests: a bearded woman, twins, a 
ride man in a nightgown - that was 
me." The house was only half-full 
to start with. "But then people 
started leaving, slamming the 
doors behind them." 

Her danced versions of Gluck’s 


' There is a trust 
between Pina and 
us. I know that she 
mil not exploit us 
simply as a form of 
exhibitionism ’ 


Iphigenia in Thuris (1974) and 
Orpheus and Eurydice (1975) 
scored an immediate success, how- 
ever; as did her monumental Rite 
of Spring (1975). After Cafe Muller 
(1978) rile always included words; 
from Bluebeard (1977) onwards 
she used improvisation as her cre- 
ative tool and her work acquired its 
prismatic, episodic structure. 

Detractors claim that this ha s 
ossified into formula; yet to me 


there are dear shifts of theme and 
emphasis. Fbr example, a Fascist 
oppression runs through the red 
carnations of Nelken, which Jan 
Minarik closes by dedaring: “I be- 
came a dancer because I did not 
want to be a soldier:” Whereas 
Damon (1995) seems to be about 
ageing and the sadness of this, 
especially for dancers. It also 
marks Bausch’s performing come- 
back. in a wrenchingly elegiac 
solo of arm gestures that resem- 
ble a farewell 

So what about Viktor, premiered 
in 1986? It exemplifies Bausch's 
desire to preserve the old as well 
as create the new. It is one of her 
vast, broad-canvased spectacles, 
like 1 980, which she showed on her 
last London visit Viktor was also 
her first co-production with fend- 
ing from a foreign city - Rome, in 
this case - an arrangement she has 
often repeated since. 

“When we do a co-production," 
says Mercy, “we usually arrive 
three weeks early in the city to 
gather sensations and generally 
open our antennae." These im- 
pressions colour the studio im- 
provisations, but the result is 
an evocation instead of a literal 
depiction. “VBetor is not about 


Geraint Lewis 

Rome, because what interests 
Pina is not the city, it is the 
people tiring there.” 

Who is “Viktor”? "He’s a ghost; 
but it will be up to you to deride 
who or what this ghost is.” What 
rise can he say about the themes? 
He laughs and shakes his head 
“When Pina starts work, she 
doesn’t even talk to us about 
themes." Although she must have 
certain ideas in the back of her 
mind, she prefers to keep things 
fluid, so that the material can de- 
velop an oiganic life of its own. Sim- 
ilarly to explain a piece before I see 
it, is to fix my expectations be- 
forehand. closing my mind. “It 
would be a betrayal to explain 
Viktor to you," Mercy says. 

“What I try is to find the pictures, 
or the images, that can best express 
the emotion I want to convey.” 
Bausch once told me. “I am not 
tellinga story in a normal way. Each 
person in the audience is part or the 
piece; you bring your own exper- 
ience. your own fantasy, your own 
feeling in response to what you see. 
Everybody comes away with a dif- 
ferent impression." 

Sadler’s Wells , London ECl, to- 
morrow to Sat (01 7 1-863 8000 .) 
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A ghost 
of Noel 
past 


Theatre 

BLITHE SPIRIT 
SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE 

“IT IS fairly natural" wrote Noel 
Coward, “that my writing should be 
appreciated casually, because my 
personality, performances, music 
and legend get in the way. Some day, 
I suspect, when Jesus has definitely 
got me for a sunbeam, my works . 
may be adequately assessed." 

What he did not realise was that 
by then, 50 years of comic acting 
tradition would have intervened to 
cloud the crisp clarity of his work. 
Gareth Armstrong's production of 
Blithe Spirit is a mishmash of 
styles, from the heightened outrage 
of Ayckbourn to the cartoon 
caricature of ’AUo. ’ AUo . There is 
still a masterpiece underneath, but 
attempts to tart it up serve only to 
detract - as if someone has 
pebbledashed Rouen Cathedral. 

The fault lies primarily in an 
apparent lack of faith. There seems 
to be an overwhelming devotion to 
getting the laugh from the portrayal 
- the fenny walk or the comic 
grimace - not the line. Many of the 
cast stretch themselves to drag a 
giggle where no giggle should be 
dragged, all too often at the expense 
of Coward's expertly crafted writing, 
with - paradoxically - many comic 
throwaways simply thrown away. 

The greatest harm is done by 
Fbnella Fielding's Madame Arcati. 
Her drawling eccentricity and 
grinding comic “business" do the 
script no favours at all ruining the 
pacing and rhythm of Coward's wit 

But the production is saved by 
Celia Nelson’s Ruth. In a play about 
reincarnation, it is spooky to see an 
actress who is such a complete 
embodiment of a young Glenda 
Jackson. She plays the aggrieved 
second wife, displaced by her pre- 
decessor’s ghost, with scalpel 
precision - and she justifiably 
garners most of the laughs. As her 
deceased rival Mairted Carty 
mates an excellent Puck. However 
when she forgets this she becomes a 
fine, petulant Elvira. 

Ultimate responsibility must be 
laid at the door of the director 
Gareth Armstrong seems to have 
devoted too much time to blocking 
the characters in a whirlwind of 
moves so convoluted as to induce 
dizziness, and too little time to 
ensuring that the cast grasped the 
art of Cowardian comedy, a skill as 
specific as commedia deWarte or 
Noh theatre. 

You have to strip away a lot of the 
staging to get to it, but Coward's 
script still shines through, the lines 
and laughs as pure and entertaining 
as they were when he wrote it - in 
less than a week -58 years ago. 

The production amuses, but 
despite the contemporary 
"improvements", not because of 
them. We can still agree with 
Coward's modest assessment, “with 
the maximum of self-satisfaction, 
that those six days in POrtzneirion in 
May 1941 were not wasted". It will 
take a different production, however, 
before Blithe Spirit* s true qualities 
are once again felly displayed. 

Toby O’Connor morse 

Booking to 13 Feb «fl722 320333) 
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Lyrics. Who needs them? If it ain’t got that swing 


Pop 

MOGWAI 

ASTORIA 

.LONDON 

JANUARY IS the awards season 
in the music business, and for 
the past fewyears the NME has 
countered that orgy of self-con- 
gratulation, the Brits, with its ri- 
poste, the Brats. This focuses on 
younger talent, accompanied 
by a week of concerts. But this 


■ 

the NME Premier Shows, after 
the beer company responsible 
for sponsorship. 

The musical policy has been 
somewhat less adventurous 
too, virtually all the headliners 
so far already having had, or 
been quite capable of, conven- 
tional pop success - except for 
Sunday evening’s attraction, 
Glasgow's Mogwai, four twen- 
ty-somethings who wield gui- 
tars and eschew vocals yet still 
play to a fell house. 

, With their second album 
- $due in March, this show pro- 
vides a chance to ddbut new 
material to a loyal audience. 
The basic Mogwai formula is 
simple - one guitar starts off 
dabbling with a mildly discor- 
dant rifi; the other instruments 
join in one by one; there’s a 
sudden dramatic take-off that 
could occur at apparently any 



Soft loud, soft: the Mogwai way 


Steve Giflett 


point then it all drifts away 
Again, reaffirming itself occa- 
sionally in another rush of 
power It may bear a snappy 
title such as the night’s almost 
ambient opener "May Nothing 
But Happiness Come Through 
Vbur Door”, or the extraord- 
inarily brutal “Like Herod”. 


In the hands of less skilful 
practitioners of what some 
label "post rock", this style 
has already become generic be- 
fore the wider world has even 
woken up to it, but Mogwai 
handte it sltilfeliy never sound- 
ing tite a mere rack band that’s 
neglected to pen any lyrics. 


Holder readers smell a little 
patchouli oil in ail this, they’re 
probably right After all this is 
a band who basically do little 
more than go from quiet to loud 
and back again, but they cer- 
tainly areut facile in intent or 
execution. The crowd's res- 
ponse is emphatic. 

Mogwai on 7bp of the Pops 
- it could yet happen. 

Earlier American Wifi Old- 
ham, no one’s idea of a pop star 
with his unfeasSdy large fore- 
head and bared teeth, sold 
himself short as his fragile and 
strangely timeless electric folk 
music was drowned by Satur- 
day night revellers' chatter 

The intimacy of his records, 
which as often as not sound 
like someone struggling to 
come to terms with the 20 th 
century, let alone the .millen- 
nium, was lost as his faintly 
sloppy band crudely rendered 
such excellent songs as 
“Madeira e-Mary” and the ut- 
terly gorgeous number “One 
With the Birds”. However, his 
current I See A Darkness 
album - released under the 
name Bonnie Prince Billy -re- 
mains unreservedly recom- 
mended. 

STEVE JELBERT 

A version of ftts review ap- 
peared in I ater editions of yes- 
terday’s paper 


THE LONDON Philharmonic 
Orchestra calls its popular Fri- 
day night series Classics for 
Pleasure, winch we can only 
assume is intended to draw dis- 
tinction from the un -pleasur- 
able experiences that so many 
of us choose to put ourselves 
through. Then there was the 
title of this concert Taking 
Jazz Seriously. Presumably 
Prokofiev’s Classical Symph- 
ony was slipped in for the bene- 
fit of those who didn’t - take ja 2 z 
seriously, that is. 

Wayne Marshall - conductor 
and master of ceremonies - 
couldn't explain its presence, ei- 
ther In fact, he couldn't explain 
much of anything, principally be- 
cause he hadn’t put much 
preparation into his introduc- 
tions. If you are going to play 
tour guide with your audience, 
then you have to be focused 
about it And you can’t keep 
using the word “obviously”, be- 


CLASSICAL 
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cause obviously you wouldn’t be 
there if it were so obvious. 

The jazz connection was a 
little fuzzily thought through. 
Prokofiev apart (call that an 
aberration), if you are going to 
include Leonard Bernstein on 
the bill then surety you go for 
one of his New Ifork pieces, his 
dance music, his jam, "Pre- 
lude, Fugue, and Rife”. Good 
though it was to bear again. “Di- 
vertimento" - written for the 
Boston Symphony centennial in 
1980 and rarety performed - is 
rather too cryptic in its musical 
machinations to be fully appre- 
ciated in the context of a pro- 
gramme like this. His songs 
went down rather better; thanks 
to the presence of Kim Crisw^L 


EN 

O 


‘An evening to raise the spirits' 
SuMgy Tafagreph 


Granted, she's not a natural in- 
genue. “Dream with Me" - a 
gorgeous and little-known 
Bernstein song dropped from 
his 1949 score for Peter Pan - 
was by no means the sweetest 
soprano you've ever heard 
But hot on her heels came 
wisecracking Ruth from Ohio 
with her “One Hundred Easy 
Ways (To Lose A Man)" from 
Wonderful Town, at which 
point those of us with any sense 
were taking coven And better 
yet was her virtuosic rendition 
of Dinah's scene “What a 
Movie!" - from Bernstein's re- 
markable one-act opera 
Trouble in Ihhiti - which isn’t 
a number but a nervous break- 
down. Shucking her concert 
gown for a garish South Sea 
sarong, Criswell left us in no 
doubt about that Latec she and 
Marshall paid homage to Duke 
Ellington in his centenary year; 
but this mighty handful of his 


The 


greatest hits didn't realty sit so 
well in this hall John Fox's 
arrangements (particularly his 
way with strings') got around 
the “symphony orchestra" 
anomaly, but where piano alone 
nursed the voice, the sound bal- 
ance was too uneven. 

Then again. Marshall is a 
better pianist than he is a con- 
ductor. It's one thing keeping 
tags on a jazz band - Shost- 
akovich's “Suite No I" more or 
less plays itself - but getting 
Gershwin around Paris (An 
American m Paris) is another 
matter Was he late for bis 
plane? You'd expect a jazzer 
like Marshall to sink his soul 
into the central blues (where 
were those insinuating saxes?), 
but real freedom demands the 
kind of discipline (and tech- 
nique) he doesn’t yet have. 

Edward Seckerson 
Repeated on 29 Jan 
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Adventures in the skin trade 

■Tean-Auguste-Dominigue Ingres had a thing about power. About sex. About plump flesh. And he loved afr^k^ByXom_u. _ 



“Madame Moitessier’ and Monsieur Bertin’: “in Ingres, there’s a consciousness that a clothed body is a naked body touched all over’ 


National Gallery of Art WashingtonlMiis&e du Louvre , Paris 


T he painter has three arms - 
or so apparently he'd have us 
think In an early self-portrait 
he stands before his blank 
canvas, one arm rubbing it 
with a cloth, another ready 
with the chalk and a third. . . or rathei; no. 
But slung over his near shoulder, there's 
a hefty overcoat with a prominent solid- 
looking, distinctly limb-like sleeve. The eye 
can't help doing a double-take every time. 

Now you may put this down to a young 
artist’s oversight, but I'm not sure. Ingres 
tfor it is he) was a precocious painter. The 
oversights of his youth aren’t overcome. 
They turn into the idiosyncrasies of his 
maturity. He was one of the smartest and 
most intense of European portrait 
painters. He could summon up the human 
presence as few others could. Be also 
had very strong and funny feelings about 
the human form. 

This wasn't always obvious. Jean- 
Auguste- Dominique Ingres (1780-1867) 
used to be one of painting’s straight men, 
the epitome of the slick the smooth, the 
square, the 19th-century academic artist 
par excellence. What that view saw was his 
formality, his high micro- finis h, his aston- 
ishingly sensitive rendering of tone and tex- 
ture - and his unflinching flattery of the 
.pride and property of his bourgeois sitters. 
Rightly: without those qualities, technical 
and moral, the portraits would be nothing. 


But going round Portraits by Ingres , 
which opens at the National Gallery to- 
morrow, dwelling on one astonishing 
creation after another; you’re conscious at 
the same time of other agendas which ran 
hardly be called hidden. 

The show’s opening knock-out blow is 
Napoleon on his Imperial Throne, done 
when the artist was 26. Flattery on the 
grandest scale, you might say, a triumph 
of golden re galia and tassels, red velvet, 
white fur and satin. But then, think: Bofc- 
assa, or some other self-made-up emperor. 
That’s what Napoleon was. And Ingres' pic- 
ture, with its highly artificial display of the 
attributes of kingship, on the verge of col- 
lapsing into an assemblage of rich bits, 
might almost be mockery, a royalist satire 
on this Corsican oik decking himself out 
in the robes of Charlemagne: a fabricated 
image of a fabricated authority.. 

So much for power. As for sex- 1 don’t 
know that there’s a name for Ingres' sex- 
ual imagination. It’s embodied, almost folly 
formed, in the 17-year-old's portrait draw- 
ing of Barbara BansL What’s die Eke? Her 
upper half is a Frankenstein's monster of 
idealisations, beauty formulas combined 
into deformity. The head which seems to 
be only a swelling on top of the neck, the 
smoothly arcing shoulder that starts to re- 
semble a humped back the breasts so high 
that they project from the collarbone - 
such is Ingres' model woman, the doll he 


realises again and again in his mytho- 
logical fantasies, and which always inflects 
his pictures of real women, too. 

Their voluptuousness isn't only a mat- 
ter of shape. They are lapped in luxury a 
sensuous opulence into which their bod- 
ies half-disintegrate. The oval image of 
Madame Rivi&re is like a sweet-jar; foil of 
bon-bons and jujubes - a pile-up of gor- 
geous stuffs, and among them some 
pieces of fine, plump flesh. A moral critique 
here is both obvious and powerless. It is 


laid in her lap. Something vay strange hap- 
pens to these ladies’ limbs. They go soft 
and limp. They seem to be filleted, or like 
empty skins fifled with water; lolling. They 
often don’t seem to be properly attached 
to the rest of the bodies. 

These tender morsels of swelling chub- 
biness are part of a general air of mol- 
estation and innuendo, of voyeurism - or 
its tactile equivalent -as in accidentally on 
purpose rubbing or pressing up against 
someone’s body in a crowd. The dresses 


Something very strange happens to the ladies 1 limbs . 
They go soft and limp. They seem to be filleted 


evident that this is bourgeois portraiture 
supreme: a perfect marriage of sex and 
money, a mSxmge of expensive fabric and 
expensive skin, the wife a pampered chat- 
tel among chattels. But whatever you say, 
the pictures only reply: ‘‘indeed - and how 
beautiful, how delirious”. 

But there are more curious goings-on, 
which begin to exceed anything Ingres’ pat- 
rons might have demanded Look at the 
dreamy features of Madame de Senonnes; 
how thqy seem to be not quite fixed to her 
head, to swim, to float in the pod of her face. 
Or look at her velvet-sleeved right arm, 
enormously long, apparently lifeless, just 


and pillows are primped and patted and 
flounced and tweaked and plumped (In- 
gres is the great peintre -couturier. He 
loved a frock, and got actively involved in 
what his sitters wore.) His compositions 
themselves are foil of pictorial tucks and 
nudges: little dusters of sharply rendered 
accessories that poke in at the corner, or 
peep out behind someone's back And 
this feeling is then picked up by the brush- 
work, too. The exquisite, meticulous finish 
of each depicted surface becomes, as it 
were, the painter’s finishing touch. 

If s all very dose to that passage of soft- 
porn parody in Ulysses, where “several 


highly respectable Dublin ladies” ccmiplain 
of Leopold Bloom's unwanted attentions. 
“He said that he had seen from the gods 
my peerless globes as I satin abax erf the 
Theatre RoyaL.. He lauded almost extra- 
vagantly my nether extremities, my 
swelling calves in silk hose drawn up to the 
limit and eulogised glowingly my other 
hidden treasures in priceless lace...” In 
Ingres, too, it’s the statety poshness of the 
women that prides on the fantasy. In Ingres, 
too, there’s the consdousness that a 
clothed body is a naked body touched all 
over These are portraits in which at every 
point- to use the old divorce-court phrase 
- intimacy occurs. 

Is it onty women who get such treatment 
from Ingres? I would have thought so. But 
a fellow critic said that she got this feel- 
ing off the male portraits too, and I can see 
it in some of them. The spreading, pladd 
features of Joseph-Antome Maltedo seem 
to lack a supporting skuH His soft-brushed 
brown coat seems to Lack a body inside it 
But for a masterfully ambiguous study in 
masculinity, the portrait Louis-Prangois 
Bertin has no rival. 

Look at the way clothing and furniture 
feel their way round his stout and impos- 
ing figure. The sharp, curving edge of his 
high collar nicks his jowfy chops. The 
smoothly curving edge of his chairbact 
encases his circumference like the rim of 
a tub. Notice the patch of bright red chair- 


seat that peeps out just beneath his crotch, 
and sets off the dark contour of his 
trousered testicles -and then implies his 
whole, massive underside. Notice the 
oddly uncommanding nature of the hands- 
on-knees pose, the limp arms and stiff; 
crabby hands that seem to have been just 
gently placed in that position. 

In the end, you have to say that Ingres 
had a thing (call it a vision, call it an ob- 
session). It was a thing about power and 
passivity and impassivity, how they’re all 
mixed up. In a way it’s a natural concern 
for a bespoke portraitist- artist, sitter who 
commands? who obeys? - but it goes 
deeper than that It can take the form of 
worshipping sensual stupor; as in the ex- 
traordinary Washington portrait of Mad- 
ame Moitessier , where she stands 
statuesque, her head and neck jawlessty 
fused, her face that of a dumb Roman 
matron's bust, her blank lazy eyes drift- 
ing in divergent directions, her left arm 
h angi ng soft and dislocated, her shoulders 
quite asymmetrical under her dead-centre- 
parted hair-do, her underiip giving a sulky 
little pout And I'm not sure what it’s about, 
but it’s absolutely enthralling. 

J’ortraitsby Ingres- Images qf an Epodi’ 

is at the National Gallery, Trafalgar 
Square, London WC2, every day 
tomorrow to 25 April; admission £6 
concessions £4 ’ 
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The Independent Collector 

John Windsor's Guide to Collecting contemporary art. This week: Charles Hadcock 


If you like the look of Nautilus 
shells, the whorled patterns of 
sunflower heads or the 
proportions of the Parthenon, it is 
for the same reason - what the 
ancients called “sacred 
geometry”. 

Whether in art or nature, 
certain geometric proportions 
appeal naturally to the eye. Others 
seem inharmonious. It is a matter 
of scientific fad The antient 
Greeks and Romans, and the 
masters of the Renaissan ce, knew 
about the rules of correct 
proportion and applied them in 
their art and architecture. 

Our age has distinguished itself 
by forgetting them. But when all 
the impressionisms, 
expressionisms and 
sensatio nalising have run their 
course, visual art that obeys the 
timeless laws of sacred geometry 
will maintain its magical appeal. 

The 33-year-old sculptor 
Charles Hadcock is almost unique 
in his observance of the rules of 
correct proportion. 

His reward came last year when 
Passacaglia, his 20 tonne, 5 metre 
high abstract sculpture in cast 


iron, was permanently installed on 
Brighton beach. 

Instead of inspiring derision 
from the customers of the nearby 
candyfloss and shellfish stalls, it 
left them wide-eyed and full of 
praise. Passers-by told Hadcock 
they loved it, but could not reason 
why. Hadcocks answer - “sacred 
geometry” - left them little wiser 

Your chance to install some of 
his sacred geometry in your home 
comes next month, when he is 
holding a selling exhibition of 
his drawings and maquettes 
at Imperial College, 

London. The exhibition 
includes a bronze cast of the 
maquette for PassacagUa. 

Hadcock, an RCA 
graduate, has worked the 
back off his copy of the 
Architecture, of Vitruvius, 
the 1st century AD 
architect and engineer 
who was the 
Renaissance's chief 
reference on sacred 
geometry. His trained eye now 
spots Vitruvius’s celebrated 
“golden ratio” - that is 1:1.618 - in 
the most unusual places, even in 


the shape of polystyrene boxes for 
frozen fish. By chance, he bumped 
into the designer of the boxes, who 
bad never heard of the golden 
ratio and told 
him: “It’s the 
strongest, most 
economical 
shape -and 
it looks 
good". 

Hadcocks 

use of sacred 



geometry is not always so obvious. 
He sometimes applies the “golden 
ratio” to the shape of the space 
between forms, as well as to the 
forms themselves, or deviates 
slightly from it so that the 
sculpture seems to be striving to 
achieve geometric perfection. 

Despite the mysticism that has 
surrounded it since the 
Renaissance, the golden ratio is 
. mathematically very simple. 
Take a pencil, draw a line, and 
divide it unequally with a dot 
such that the proportion of the 
smaller bit of line to the longer 
bit equals the proportion of the 
longer bit to the line as a whole. 
That is the golden ratio. 

If you draw a “golden 
rectangle" - that is, one whose 
long and shot sides are in this 
ratio to one another —you will find 
tha t its interior can be divided 
into a perfect square 
plus a rectangle of 
the same golden 
proportion. If you 
do this repeatedly 
- in theory, ad 
infinitum -you will 
soon recognise the spirals 


of the Nautilus shell and the 
sunflower head. 

Fbr the mathematically 
inclined, the ratio is actually l: 
1.6180339... an “irrational” 
number, that is, one that goes on 
for ever. Perhaps it is magic, after 
all The more practical-minded 
prefer the rule-of-thumb 
interpretation, which is 8:13. 

In Hadcocks PassacagUa, one 
arm is 1.618 the size of the smaller 
arm. There is tension between the 
two because, although at first 
glance they appear to be trying to 
complete a circle, they are too far 
apart and their curves are not 
circular but logarithmic - the pure 
accelerating curve of the Nautilus. 

Exhibition prices: drawings 
from £700. maquettes from £1,500. 
The PassacagUa maquette is 
£3,000. 

“Charles Hadcock, Drawings and 
Maquettes \ 3-23 Feb, Tues-Sun 
illam-Gpmh at the Imperial 
College of Science , Technology 
and Medicine. The Gallery, 
Ground Floor, Sheffield Building, 
Exhibition Road, London SWl 
(0171-594 8442) 
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jUjb^ Crohn’s disease causes chronic intestinal inflammation, and affects thousands. One expert says it 
is caused by bacteria in cows’ milk, and is curable. The medical profession is divided. By Liz Bestic 



Jordan Lane and his mother, Lesley. “Prom being a thin and wasted young lad, be is completely healthy and has never drank cows’ milir a gain ’ 


KeilhDdbney 




A split over the milk 


I n the next few months, 
Inflbrimah, another new drug 
■for the treatment of Crohn’s 
disease; win come on to the 
market in the UK ft is being 
heralded by many in the 
medical establishment as a 
breakthrough in the treatment of this 
condition, which affects more than 
40,000 people in the UK 

But one London professor believes 
that the disease is caused by a bact- 
erium that can be found in the milk 
being poured into beakers and break- 
fast bowls across the land every mom- 
fog. And he is not the only expert who 
4peels that Infliximab is just another 
treatment that suppresses the symp- 
toms of Crohn's disease but does not 
tackle its causes. 

Crohn's disease most commonly 
affects the small intestine and colon, 
causing ulceration, along the gut that 
results in intense pain, diarrhoea, 
bleeding, weight loss and tiredness. 
For most Crohn’s sufferers, the best 
they can hope for is steroids or anti- 
inflammatory drugs such as Inflix- 
imab. However, even with this 
treatment about 75 percent of patients 
still require surgery at some stage in 
their lives, and even surgery does not 
cure the disease. 

John Hermon-Taylor, professor of 
surgeiy at St George’s Hospital in Lon- 
don, who has a special interest in mol- 
ecular and cellular science, believes 
the causes of Crohn’s disease are star- 
ing us in the face. He has been work- 
ing on the disease since the Seventies 
^ d believes it is caused by an or- 
7$nism called Myccfyacierhrm para- 
tuhercuiosis (MparoTB), whidi is also 
responsible for Johne’s disease in 
cattle and sheep. 

“The bug which is very similar to 
tuberculosis, is found in domestic 
species and wild animals all over 
Europe and North America and has 
increased significantly over the course 
of this century because of intensive 


forming methods. It has learnt to live 
in the intestines of animals and causes 
chronic inflammation of the gut,” he 
says. “The bugis then shed by the in- 
fected animals into their miflt. whld 
is passed on to humans.”. 

A recent study funded by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, fisheries and 
Fbod CM a© showed that out of 31 car- 
tons of milk from 16 pasteurisation 
plants, she cartons tested positive for 
MparaTB. “If we want to get rid of M 
paraTB in milk, we need to be 
pasteurising milk at a higher tem- 
perature than we do for TB,” says Prof 
Hermon-Taylor 

“As for the treatment of Crohn’s, 
although the bug is similar to TB it is 
not affected by anti-tuberculosis 
drugs. However we have discovered 
that this bug can be successfully 
killed off with a combination of two spe- 
cific antibiotic drug^, rifabutin and 
clarithromycin. This treatment is 
effective in 80 per cent of all cases of 
Crohn’s disease.” 

Prof Herroon-Taylor’s research has 
been duplicated in Houston, where Dr 
David Graham conducted a controlled 
trial looking at the efficacy of clar- 
ithromycin as a treatment for Crohn’s. 
They randomly assigned 17 people 
with severe Crohn’s to receive either 
ample conventional therapy, or ther- 
apy with antibiotics. Fbrty per cent of 
the patients on flntrhjnH ps t w^mp roril 
and stayed well for up to three years. 

So why is medical opinion so divided 
on the causes of Crohn’s disease and 
its treatment? One reason is that M 
paraTB is almost impossible to detect, 
as it “hides” within human ceils. 

**Vbu can’t see it down a microscope 
or culture it in a laboratory and im- 
munological tests don't detect it 
either,” says Prof Hermon-Taylor. 
“The only way you can detect it is by 
revealing the presence of its DNA, and 
even then the test has to be done 
extremely accurately” 

Dr Derek Jewel, senior gastro- 






\ Jordan is living proof 
that M paraTB can 
cause Crohn's disease 
- and that it can he 
killed off with the use 
of these drugs ’ 


enterologist at the John Radciiffe 
Hospital Oxford, is sceptical about 
Hermon-Tayior’s research. “Professor 
Hermon-Taylor’s original paper 
showed up M paraTB in about two- 
thirds of patients with Crohn’s disease, 
but the specificity of the trial was ques- 
tionable. Although his work seems 
very convincing; tbe concern is that the 
test has never successfully been re- 
peated. Some very reputable people 
have tried to detect tile DNA in the tis- 
sue but just cannot do it,” be says. 

But Prof Hermon-Taylor is 
adamant that his studies have been 
repeated successfully elsewhere. 


“Since 1992 there have been 18 other 
studies using the DNA test on Crohn’s 
and nine say it’s there and nine say it's 
not. And all the doctors are arguing 
like a tree fall of parrots.” 

However, at the University of 
Central Florida researchers have now 
perfected a blood test for M paraTB 
in human beings, and in a recent study 
92 per cent of people with Crohn's 
tested positive. 

One person who is in no doubt 
about the link between M paraTB and 
Crohn's disease is Lesley Lane. Tfen 
years ago her son Jordan was outplay- 
ing football with his mates. When he 
came indoors he had a swelling on the 
side of his neck. The GP diagnosed 
infected lymph nodes. But after two 
weeks he was taken to Addenbrookes 
Hospital in Cambridge for tests. 

“I was told be had Hodgkin's lym- 
phoma and signed the form to remove 
the lump.” says Lesley. “Three days 
later they told me it wasn’t Hodgkin' s. 
but a form of TB." 

A few weeks later the lump came 
up again and they removed it Jordan 
was put on anti-tuberculosis drugs but 
they didn’t work. He had to have 
more lumps removed and then be 
seemed fine until 1993, when he sud- 
denly started tog et severe abdominal 
pain and diarrhoea. He lost weight 
rapidly and was tired and listless. “He 
looted as if be was wasting away” says 
Lesley. He was referred to a paedia- 
trician, Dr Nick Barnes, at Adden- 
brookes. “He recommended we go and 
see Prof Hermon-Taylor. When he 
asked me if I was prepared to travel 
I said I would go to the ends of the 
earth if it would make Jordan better” 

Prof Hermon-Taylor had already 
been sent a sample of tissue from Jor- 
dan’s lump. “He showed us some pic- 
tures of cows and pointed to one in 
particular that looked particularly 
sick and anorexic. He then explained 
that the DNA from the cow matched 
the DNA from Jordan’s lump, and told 


us be thought that Jordan had Crohn's 
caused by MporaTB. It was the first 
time anyone had explained Jordan's 
illness in a way that made perfect 
sense,” says Lesley. 

"He told us that the combination of 
these two antibiotics would cure the 
problem, but Jordan was never al- 
lowed to drink cows’ milk again. He 
was totally honest about the drugs. 
They had only ever been tried on 
adults, and they could make Jordan 
feel ilL But Jordan was so keen to get 
well he was prepared to tiy anything.” 

Tbday Jordan is a strapping 17- 
year-old. in his first job asa trainee ac- 
countant “From being a thin and 
wasted young lad, he is completely 
healthy and has never drunk cows' 
milk again. I would advise anyone who 
has Crohn's to give this treatment a 
try. I am totally in Prof Hermon-Tay- 
lor’s debt,” says Lesley. 

Dr Barnes is also delighted with 
Jordan’s progress. “Jordan is living 
proof that M paraTB can cause 
Crohn's disease, and that it can be 
killed off with these drugs. Far from 
being a rare case, I believe we are see- 
ing more and more M paraTB in the 
community. My wife is a GP in a prac- 
tice of around 14,000 patients. Out of 
tbe 25 who have Crohn’s disease, at 
least half have a story similar to Jor- 
dan's which can be traced to M 
paraTB," says Dr Barnes. “If I got 
Crohn’s disease today, I would go on 
the drug treatment like a shot” 

Prof Hermon-Taylor has the last 
word “We know that in 1999 about 
4,000 people will come down with 
Crohn's disease, which will ruin their 
lives. In the first half of this century, 
we dealt with TB in cattle. If s time we 
now dealt with Af paraTB before it 
becomes an epidemic,” he says. 

For further irtforrnation on Crohn's 
disease contact the National 
Association for Colitis and Crohn's 
Disease on 01727 8 44296 
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The yoghurt cure that’s also a killer 

‘Friendly’ gut bacteria offer a radical alternative to antibiotics. By Charles Arthur 


SURGEONS IN Sweden are 
helping people to recover from 
major surgery by adding bac- 
teria to their gut, rather than 
using antibiotics which kill off 
both beneficial and harmful 
bacteria. This could ease the 
growing problem of antibiotic 
resistance in hospitals. 

The system, developed by 
Bengt Jeppsson, professor of 
surgery at University Hospital 
in MalmO, feeds patients with 
Kve bacteria normally found in 
cheeses and fermented veg- 
etables, in order to encourage 
their growth in the intestine. At 
least six people who were in in- 
tensive care. and some children 
with recurrent intestinal in- 
fections. have been cured by the 


use of such “probiotic” treat- 
ment A total of 300 are now 
being tested in clinical trials to 
last through 1999. 

“It’s a completely new con- 
cept,” said Prof Jeppsson. “The 
lactobadllus OsJ important for 
healing ulcers and other 
wounds in the boweL When we 
artificially increase the amount 
of them in the bowel they sup- 
plant the pathogenic bacteria - 
which also means that you 
don’t have to use antibiotics.” 

Most people think ofbacteria 
as harmful an image encour- 
aged by adverts far household 
cleaners. But only a tiny pro- 
portion pose any risk; many 
more play a positive role. 

At present, people facing 


major surgery are first starved 
(to prevent choking while 
under anaesthetic), then fed on 
intravenous drips after the op- 
eration. Bacteria that normally 
thrive in the gut die off. while 
the lining of the intestine be- 
comes more permeable as the 
body increasingly tries to ab- 
sorb nutrients. This raised per- 
meability can let dangerous 
pathogens pass into the blood- 
stream, to cause organ failure 
or blood-poisoning. 

Tb avoid this, post-opera- 
tive patients are often given 
antibiotics. But these indis- 
criminately kill off both benefi- 
cial and harmful bacteria - 
and leave antibiotic-resistant 
pathogens unaffected. 


Professor Jeppsson said, 
“The theory is that in ancient 
times we bad to store foods 
using fermentation products. 
That let these bacteria into 
the gut... dogs that bury bones 
get a constant supply of bact- 
eria from the breakdown of 
tbe tissues, m any other animals 
do the same thing. .. our fbod in- 
take now indudes too little of 
these helpful bacteria.” 

The introduction of the pro- 
biotic system is taking a long 
time, though. The first tests, on 
six people who were on anti- 
biotics in intensive care and 
showing signs of organ failure, 
were carried out in 1996. AH 
made a full recovery. 

“It is frustrating, but as soon 


as we have the full results we 
could implement this straight- 
away,” said Prof Jeppsson. 

A replacement for standard 
antibiotic use is sorely needed 
Earlier thisyear British doctors 
were criticised by a House of 
Commons Select Committee 
for over-prescribing antibiotics 
for routine infections - includ- 
ing viruses. against which they 
have no effect. Meanwhile 
more hospital patients are 
faffingillwithMRSA, a resistant 
strain of staphylococcus. 

The probiotic approach to 
surgery has not been tested in 
Britain, but doctors at Adden- 
brooke’s Hospital in Cambridge 
are using it as a treatment for 
irritable bowel syndrome. 


Innumeracy 
breeds fear 


IF YOU held a lunch parly 
and 24 people turned up 
what would you reckon 
the chances were that 
two of them shared the 
same birthday? A 
hundred to one? No. Fifty 
to one? Nope. The 
answer according to my 
Sixties edition of Ripley’s 
Believe It or Not, is 50-50. 
In other words, at roughly 
half of all events attended 
by 24 people, two of those 
present will celebrate the 
anniversary of their birth 
on the same day. 

So what? Well to most 
people, myself included, 
this comes as a surprise. 
an' 1 it illustrates how poor 
we are at making 
judgements involving 
statistics. That is why 
bookmakers enjoy a good 
living. It also ex plains 
how figures can be used 
to frighten people. 

The best example is 
breast cancer, a disease 
that women, 
understandably, fear 
more than any other, i say 
“understandably” 
because the figures 
bandied about - one in 
nine women will get the 
disease and one in 12 will 
die of it - make it sound 
frighteningly common. 

But it is important, both 
for women’s health and 
for what we as a nation 
decide to invest in it, that 
we have a clear 
perspective on the risks. 

An excellent review in 
a recent New England 
Journal of Medicine 
spells out just what the 
one in nine figure means. 
Fbr any group of nine 
women, breast cancer 
will develop in one of 
them at some time in her 
life, but not in the 
remaining eight 

Most women tend to 
interpret this risk as a 
short-term probability 
and grossly overestimate 
their chances of falling 
victim over any 10-year 
period. A women entering 
her thirties has a one in 
250 chance of developing 
the disease in the nest 
decade. In her forties it is 
one in 77. Although the 
risk of contracting breast 
cancer increases with 
age. tbe rusk in any 
decade never exceeds 
one in 34. 

Breast cancer is only 
one risk among many, so 
it needs to be set in the 
context of other risks. At 
any age. the cause of 
death among women is 
always likely to be 
something other than 
breast cancer. In fact 
although the incidence of 
the disease increases 
with age, the proportion 
of deaths caused by 
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breast cancer never 
exceeds 20 per cent 

To illustrate this, the 
authors used a life table 
based on figures from the 
Ontario Cancer Registry. 
Of 1.000 women born in 
the same year, an average 
of 17 will die by the age of 
40, none of them from 
breast cancer. In their 
forties and fifties, 54 will 
die - nine from breast 
cancer and nine from 
heart disease and stroke. 
In their sixties and 
seventies 305 women will 
die, 105 from heart 
disease and 18 from 
breast cancer. 

By the age of 85, 203 
women will have died of 
heart disease and 33 of 
breast cancer. However, 

99 will have developed the 
disease, approaching the 
one in nine statistic. 

This demonstrates how 
heart disease and stroke 
exact a far greater toll 
than breast cancer. Yet a 
survey by the National 
Council on Ageing in the 
US found that just 9 per 
cent of women said the 
condition they feared 
most was heart disease 
compared with 61 per 
cent who said cancer 
(mainly breast cancer), 
and there is no reason 
to suppose that British 
perceptions would 
be different 

This distorted view 
may have important 
consequences for 
women's health. Aside 
from the obvious point 
that they can, if they are 
so minded, do something 
to reduce their risk of 
heart disease, by 
changing their lifestyle, 
women who might benefit 
from HRT may choose 
not to take it because 
of their fear of 
breast cancer. 

Breast awareness 
campaigns typically use 
images of young women 
and are targeted at 20-40- 
y ear-old readers of 
women's magazines. But 
two facts are worth 
stressing. Breast cancer 
is predominantly a 
disease of older women; 
and for most of them it is 
not lethal 
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Is your 

therapist 
a friend? 


A go od counsellor offers many of 
the qualities you might look for in 
a friendship. By Paul Gordon 


i ii ... 


O ne of the comments 
that most annoys 
psychotherapists and 
counsellors is that 
therapy is “just like 
talking to a friend". 
It’s annoying because it’s saying 
that really, there is nothing special 
to what we as therapists do - any- 
one can do it - and there’s the 
implication, too, that really it’s all a 
bit self-indulgent I have taken issue 
with such remarks more times than 
I care to remember. 

And yet 1 have come to think that 
there may be more to such remarks 
than insult or ignorance. Therapy is, 
[believe, much more akin to a form 
of friendship than it is to anything 
else. What is being expressed when 
people compare therapy and friend- 
ship is a belief in what friends 
should be able to do, what friendship 
might consist of - and a complaint 
of what it too often does not Think 
of the dements of a good friend. He 
is someone who has our interests at 
heart who has a sense of our history 
and who respects us. She does not 
suspend criticism, but is neverthe- 
less tactful He is someone who can 
stand back from what we are de- 
scribing, who can talk honestly and 
openly to us, who has time for us, 
who is attentive and thoughtful and 
appreciative and can keep his own 


feelin g s out at say, any predicament 
that we migh t be describing. These 
are, to be sure, ideal qualities. Any- 
one who has them is lucky indeed; 
their friends are luckier stiH But 
they are, I suspect, what we long foe 
in ourselves as in others. Are they 
not also the qualities, or some of 
them, of a good therapist? I believe 
they are. 

“A friend is a person with whom 
I may be sincere. Before him I may 
fhmlc aloud," said the philosopher 
and writer Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
And this, precisely, is what therapy 
is about, an opportunity to voice your 
thoughts, however abhorrent, un- 
acceptable, unformed, confused or 
painful you might t hink them, with- 
out fear of judgement or retribution. 
You voice them in the hope that you 
will be understood, and so come to 
a deeper self-understanding. 

Tb say that therapy is a form of 
friendship is not to suggest that 
therapists invite their patients or 
clients to the cinema, to come for a 
meat, to ring up and discuss a tele- 
vision programme, to give us pre- 
sents on our birthdays, and so on. 
The word to be emphasised here is 
“form". Not all friendships are the 
same. There is the friendship of 
lovers, of famil y, of colleagues, and 
of many different degrees, of the peo- 
ple we call friends. Each has its own 
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Lying around chatting to your friends is great, but lyin g on the conch talking to yonr therapist can be an equally rewarding relationship London Features 


boundaries and conventions, its 
own sense of what is appropriate. 

The negotiation of these regul- 
ations and conventions in a friend- 
ship is, of course, a struggle and a 
challenge for both parties, and it is 
to do with whether a person wants, 
or can even tolerate, the degree of 
closeness and intimacy desired and 
offered. So, too, must you deal with 
the disappointments and differences 
inevitable when two people try to 
meet each other. 


There is, of course, a major dif- 
ference between most forms of 
friendship and therapy. A social 
frtendshq) that does not involve a de- 
gree of reciprocity at least over time, 
is unsustainable. A lack of reci- 
procity is, I suspect why so many 
friendships founder on a reef of re- 
sentment of one kind or another. 
Therapy, on the other hand, is not 
reciprocal As a therapist I am 
there for the other person and re- 
sponsible to them; they are not 


there for me. But this does not 
make the relationship any less a 
friendship, and it does not preclude 
a reciprocity if this seems appro- 
priate, in the sense of a sharing of 
your experience or thought 
The fact that one often pays for 
therapy is a sign that the relation- 
ship has its limits, a statement that 
it is ultimately a professional rel- 
tionship. And yet, all die qualities of 
a good friendship - a welcome an 
acceptance, an attunemenL an at- 


tentiveness, a suspension of self-in- 
terest, a questioning a criticism, a 
distance that does not yet pretend 
to objectivity, a faith in the other; a 
commitment to truthfulness, and 
above all periiaps a responsibility to 
the other - these surety are the qual- 
ities also of an ethical therapy. 

In the end, however; these can no 
more be a guide than there could be 
a guide to friendship. The content 
and the form of a particular thera- 
peutic relationship - just as die 


content add form that cannot be 
prescribed in advance but must it 
they are to be meaningful be nego- 
tiated by the people involved. In the 
end, whatever the style or orient- 
ation of the particular therapist 
therapy is a relationship, or at least 
the offer of one. 

Paul Gordon is a psychotherapist ^ 
cmdcadhori^'PacetoFace-Ther- jW 
apy as Ethics’ ; published by Con- 
stable, price £1539 


Don’t worry about weight gain when you’re taking HRT 


CAN YOU explain why I should 
have put on weight since I have 
been on a low dose of 
oestrogen for HRT? I am 60 
and I swim 250m nearly every 
day, walk everywhere and eat 
lots of fresh fruit and veg and 
little frit salt and sugar. My 
appetite has not changed and I 
eat no more; indeed I drink 
less alcohol than before 1 
started HRT. Why does 
oestrogen cause weight to go 
up, and what can 1 do about it? 
Women who are thinking about 
starting hormone replacement 
therapy are often concerned that 


it will make them put on weight 
The best research into this is the 
Postmenopausal Estrogen and 
Progestin Intervention (with 
apologies for the American 
terminology!, which compared 
the weight of women who took a 
placebo with women who took 
various types of HRT over a 
period of three years. 

This study found that women 
who took a placebo gained more 
weight than women who took 
HRT Women who took no 
hormones had an average weight 
gain of 4.61b, while women who 
took HRT gained between 1.5 


and 2.9ib. The lowest weight 
gains were recorded by women 
who took oestrogen on its own. 
Women who took HRT 
preparations containing both 
oestrogen and progesterone 
gained slightly more. So, the 
scientific evidence is that HRT 
does not cause weight gain. Keep 
up the exercise, continue with a 
low-fat healthy diet, and reduce 
your calorie intake a little more. 

I AM a male bo my late forties. 
At what age should 1 ask my 
GP for a prostate check? 

It is terribly difficult to give a 
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simple, straightforward answer 
to this question. There is 
certainly no need to check for 
non-cancerous enlargement of 
the prostate gland unless you are 
beginning to get symptoms. The 
common symptoms are a slow 
and weak urinary stream, and 
difficulty in starting or stopping 
the urinary stream. If you are 
worrying about cancer of the 
prostate, you are probably 
thinking of having a PSA test, 
which is a blood test that can 
pick up early signs of prostate 
cancer But the PSA test is often 
unreliable - some people will 


hare raised PSA levels even 
though they do not have cancel; 
and some people with cancer will 
have normal levels of PSA. 

The best way to find out more 
about the PSA test is to read 
Screening for prostate cancer. 
Information for men 
considering or asking far PSA 
tests. This is published by the 
NHS Centre for Review and 
Dissemination at the University 
of York. You can get a copy from 
the NHS Information Service on 
0800 665544, or on the Internet at 
httpJ/www.yorkjac-ukfinst/crd/ 
patprosthtm. 


IS IT too late to have a flu 
vaccination? 

The mini-epidemic of flu has 
probably passed its peak, but it is 
certainly not too late to have a flu 
jab, particularly if you are elderly 
or suffer from a chronic disease, 
such as asthma or bronchitis. 

Please send questions to A 
Question of Health, ‘T he 
Independent', 1 Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL; 
fax 0171-293 2182; or e-mail to 
hecdthtairidepeTidentco.iik 
Dr Kavalier cannot respond 
personally to questions 
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RAILWAYS ACT 1993 
PROPOSAL TO CLOSE PART OF THE NETWORK 

The Franchising Director gives notice under 5ection 39 of the Railways 
Act 1993 that with effect from 31 March 1999 Raiftrack PLC proposes to 
dose the following part of the network: 

network comprising the siding adjacent to Collier Lane, Carlisle. 

The Franchising Director supports this proposal. 

Objections to the proposed closure may be made, preferably in writing, 
within six weeks of 26th January 1999, i.e. by 9th March 1999 with:- 

Ms Teresa Perchard, Passenger Services Group, Office of the Rail 
Regulator, 1 Waterhouse Square, 138-142 Holbom, London EC IN 2 ST. 

Telephone: 0645 645625 (all calls charged at local rate). Facsimile: 0171 
282 2043. 

The Rail Regulator may make objections public or copy them to the 
operator proposing the dosure. 

A statement of the reasons for the proposed dosure can be inspected 
on any working day between 10am and 4pm at the Office of Passenger 
Rail Franchising (OPRAF). Golding's House, 2 Hay's Lane, London SE1 
2HB, telephone 0171 940 4261, or at The Rail Users' Consultative 
Committee for North Western England, at the following address: The 
Secretary, The Rail Users' Consultative Committee for North Western 
England, Boulton House, 17-21 Chortton Street; Manchester Ml 3HY 
or at The Gvic Centre, Rickergate, Carlisle CA3 8QG. 

Copies of the statement can be obtained by request from OPRAF. 

There will be no charge for copies. 

The Rail Regulator will send a copy of every objection to the proposed 
dosure which is lodged with him to the Rail Users' Consultative 
Committee (RUCC) for North Western England. The RUCC will then 
consider whether the proposed closure will cause any hardship and, if 
so, what reasonable means of alleviating this hardship would be. The 
RUCC will prepare a report on its conditions and send it to the Rail 
Regulator. The Rail Regulator will dedde whether the proposed dosure 
should be allowed and. if so, whether any condition should be 
attached to the dosure. 

The siding is to be dosed in order to allow the expansion of the car 
park at Carlisle station. This in is line with the Virgin Trains strategy 
aimed at increasing the volume of passengers using tills station. 40 
additional spaces will be created, the standard of 70 existing spaces will 
be improved. 

The closure of these sidings will have no impact on any operator's 
ability to provide passenger services. 

CHRIS STOKES 

Duly authorised fay the Franchising Director 

Office of Passenger Rail Franchising 
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Blood, drugs and no tears 

Von Willebrand’s disease - hard to detect but fortunately easy to treat - 
may cause women to have abnormally heavy periods. By Sue Royal 


TRADITIONALLY WOMEN with 
heavy periods often suffered in 
silence. Now that they are more 
likely to come forward for treat- 
ment, they are providing valu- 
able clues about the incidence 
of a common bleeding disorder. 

Von WiUebrand’s disease 
was first identified in 1926 by 
Erik von Willebrand, a doctor 
from Finland who noticed a new 
type of bleeding disorder 
among people living on a group 
of islands between Finland and 
Sweden. Between l and 3 per 
cent of the UK population is 
thought to suffer from this in- 
herited illness, in which one of 
the proteins that help blood to 
dot is at low levels, abnormal 
or almost absent: but most 
people have never heard of it 

It affects men and women 
equally, and can cause heavy 
periods, nosebleeds, and bleed- 
ing after surgery. Sufferers 
often bruise easily. The good 
news is that most cases are 
mild, and easily treatable with 
drugs or a transfusion of the 
missing factor However, it is 
often difficult to diagnose. 

Professor Christine Lee, of 
the haemophilia centre at the 
Royal Free Hospital in London, 
has ran a study among women 
who contacted a gynaecology 
clinic complaining of heavy 
periods. She asked them to fill 
in a pictorial blood loss chart 
and tested 150 women with 
heavy loss for bleeding dis- 
orders. Of those tested, 13 per 
cent were found to have von 
Willebrand’s disease. 

Prof Lee also discovered 
that using a nasal spray con- 


taining DDAVP (see treatment 
panel! cut down women’s blood 
loss and .the length of their 
periods. The nasal spray is 
currently available only from 
sped? : ist haemophilia treat- 
ment centres for named pat- 
ients, as it is still undergoing 
clinical trials. 

Prof Lee hopes to run a sec- 
ond study into the incidence of 
von Willebrand’s disease 
among women students at Ox- 
ford University. “The trouble 
with von Wdlebrand’s is that it 
causes ill health,” she says. 
“People can suffer from an- 
aemia, and healing after sur- 
gery or injury takes longer and 
provides a site for infection.” 

Although it affects both 
sexes, it is more of a problem 
for women because of the de- 
bilitating effect of heavy periods. 
And although pregnancy raises 
levels of von Willebrand’s to 


normal they can fall quickly 
after childbirth, and cause 
haemorrhage. Men don't 
usually have as many prob- 
lems, unless they need surgery 

More than 70 per cent of 
those with von WilJebrand's 
disease have the mild type l, 
where there is a low level of the 
von Willebrand protein. Type 2, 
where the von Willebrand fac- 
tor is abnormal or does not 
work properly and type 3 where 
it is almost absent are more un- 
usual. Type3, which is more sev- 
ere, is thought to affect only l 
in a million people. 

General testing is "fraught 
with disaster", says Dr Trevor 
Baglin, consultant haematolo- 
gist at the haemophilia centre 
at Addenbrookes Hospital, 
Cambridge. An individual’s 
bleeding can be influenced by 
up to 50 factors, including blood 
group, fear stress and preg- 


Treatments 


Tranexunic acid; Helps 
stop bleeding by slowing 
down the body's process of 
breaking down blood clots. 
Taken as a tablet, medicine 
or mouthwash. May cause 
stomach upsets. 

DDAVP or desmopressin; 
A copy of the body's 
hormone which raises the 
level of von Willebrand 
protein. Given by drip, 
injection or nasal spray. 

Can cause flushing, 


headache and water 
retention. 

Clotting factor 
concentrates: Given to 
people with very low levels 
of the factor or those 
needing major surgery. 
Made of screened plasma 
from blood donors to 
replace the missing factor. 
Von Willebrand patients 
who need blood products 
have to be vaccinated 
against hepatitis A and B. 


nancy, and the von Willebrand 
protein level varies in response. 

“In some people, even the 
stress of having the blood test 
can bring the von Willebrand 

factor up to normal levels, if a , 

bloke goes out on a fbotbaD field, t\ 
and starts running around, his 'V' 
von Willebrand factor could be 
100 per cent," Dr Baglin said. 

“In surgery, the trouble is 
that, rf you have general anaes- 
thetic and your body is relaxed, 
your von Willebrand factor may 

only be 25 per cent.” 

The answer has always been 

to take repeated blood tests, 
which places a burden on ove£ • 
stretched laboratories, and to 
examine a patient’s clinical 
history. But that could change, 
as people with von WfllebrancTs 

tese could soon benefit fimn 

genetic testing. 

^ V* e University of 
Sheffield s division of molecu- 
ar genetic medicine are 
aptfyjng for European funding . 

genetic tostS 
.computers. “Wecan do thet^ 

at the moment, but It is very 
^nous,’’ said Proflan Pejfe 
The von Willebrand genffa 
Inrge, and finding the defer* in 
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MEDIA 


Ten years after its launch, Britain’s first 24-hour news service has won credibility but hardly any viewers. By Sarah Nathan 
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Switched on 
- but Sky 
has its limits 


'' ky News, the station 

C * that was supposed to 
break the mould of 
British broadcast news, 
I ■ is ten years old next 
^ tmJ week. It may be looking 
staid and old-fashioned, but it now 
has a solid reputation for dealing 
with breaking news fast and well 
After a flurry of building and re- 
ft cruitment as Rupert Murdoch rush- 
| ed to beat BSB to the “on" button, 

' | the station was launched just six ' 
) J’ ^nonths after it was commissioned. 
Mjj It was never the channel that was 

jgr going to make Mr Murdoch millions 
P - but then that was not its purpose. 

It was there to protect the Murdoch 
rajw empire from charges of trivialising 
communications, of being only out 
^ for profit, of giving nothing back. One 
" early employee described it as a 
^. r “heatshield” to deflect criticism 
from News International's multi- 
faceted operation, 
lb some extent it has remained 
'yfr that to this day. It was a help, of 
’ 1 * course, that the then Prime AEnis- 
ter. Margaret Thatcher; was such a 
_ committed supporter. Early on, she 
y Redded to give Sky News, which had 
Jhualty no viewers, her first big po- 
litical interview of the year rather 
than giving it to ITN or the BBC as 
usuaL Indeed after only about a year 
^ of transmission, she was reported by 
Mr Murdoch as describing Sky as 
1 “the only unbiased news in the UK.” 

It was this basic function as a po- 
litical and PR operation which has 
kept Sky News going: other Murdoch 
outlets which cost this mudi fix* such 
a small audience or readership have 
not had an easy time. Sky News cost 
around £15 million to set up and had 
an initial annual budget of about £30 
:-i million, but it has never crashed 
:c downmarket or introduced gim- 
micks such as the News Bunny to 
attract viewers. 

Indeed the only begetter of the 
News Bunny, Kelvin MacKenzie, 
lasted only a short time at Sky, and 
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was thought to have left because of 
his determination to pursue the 
“weather in Norwegian/topless 
darts" route to an audience - some- 
thing which would defeat the whole 
purpose for which Sky News was es- 
tablished in the first place. After 
same memorable dashes, including 
one about the outspoken Tbiy MR 
Alan Clark’s multiple mistresses, 
Kelvin went off to do it his way. 

Rupert Murdoch promoted Sky 
News as a mould breaker. Just 
months after its launch he address- 
ed the broadcasting tribe at its an- 
nual gathering in Edinburgh and 
held up Sky News as a model for all 
news broadcasting. It defended us 
from bias, he said, because one 
journalist’s opinions would get lost 


One source described 
Sky News as a 
1 heatshield ’ to deflect 
criticism from News 
International ’s multi- 
faceted operation 


in the acres of coverage. He said 
channels such as his Sky News 
were less susceptible to government 
pressure because they were not 
dependent on the licence fee and 
that Sky. was more likely to do in- 
vestigative journalism because it did 
not need to worry about its state- 
sponsored privileges. This, when 
seen in the context of his relation- 
ship with Mrs. Thatcher or indeed 
with current Labour politicians, has 
a certain irony. Whatever the mer- 
its of Sky News today, and there are 
many, no-one would describe it as a 
flagship for investigative journalism. 

The station now has an aura of 
undoubted competence in a rather 


conservative style. The format is a 
dose relation to American network 
news, with graphic boxes, a bluish 
set and endless straps across the 
bottom of the screen. It may be old- 
fashioned: the chaps are mostly 
mature suits, the women serious and 
not too threatening and there’s al- 
most always one of each. There's lit- 
tle graphic gimmickry and no 
sensation of presenters dominated 
by a video wall the new craze on ter- 
restrial television news. But this sim- 
plicity liberates the channel to do 
what it does best: dealing with 
breaking news fast when it happens. 

The Gulf War made rolling news 
seem like a good idea, and CNN 
made its reputation, but Sly’s par- 
ticular strength has always been in 
domestic, human interest stories. It 
cleared the schedules to bring us 
Louise Woodward’s trial in all its de- 
tail - inddentaOy forcing the terres- 
trial channels to rethink how much 
of the trial they would transmit Its 
coverage of the Omagh bombing was 
fast and well-judged. Most recently, 
the discovery of the two Hasting s 
schoolgirls last Friday was an in- 
teresting example of its coverage 
and one where it is illuminating to 
compare Sky News and its younger 
rival the BBC’s News 24. 

On Friday, Sky News came over 
as the establishment It may have 
looked staid and secure, but it was 
fast-moving and enterprising in get- 
ting the rejoicing parents on-air be- 
fore anyone else. In a sort of weird 
role-reversal the BBC looked the 
brash, immature newcomer. Its pre- 
senters are young and jacket-less. 

They sit in a bright playground of 
a set and you can see the fear in their 
eyes. Maybe it’s the lasting terror of 
the new technologies used on News 
24, but the presenters seem distract- 
ed. On Friday one appeared to lack 
the confidence to listen to what the 
correspondent was telling him. 
News 24 may have broadcast the 
news of a possible breakthrough 
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Sky News's Adam Boulton about to interview Neil Hamilton, the former Tory MP (top); above (left to right) are screen shots 
from coverage of the Louise Woodward trial, the Gulf war and the Omagh bombing Main picture: Tony Buckingham 


first, but the presenter never noticed 
and didn’t follow it up. Sky was ini- 
tially slower - stuck in a business 
programme - but when they picked 
up the stoiy they really ran with it, 
using their correspondent to the Hill, 
with background packages and rath- 
er repetitive library footage. 

lhe BBC trumpets the advantage 
of having 200 specialist correspon- 
dents and thousands of journalists 
to gather the news, but at Sky at least 
they can focus on getting the story 
for one customer The BBC’s Ste- 
phen Cape was barely through his 


live two-way on News 24 before he 
was on BBCl’s One Clock News. No 
wonder the poor man looked ha- 
rassed. I only hope he didn’t have to 
do BBC Kforkl The World at One and 
Radio Five Live as welL 

But, however professional the 
Sky News broadcasts are. its audi- 
ence remains pitifully small It 
reaches just over one million people 
a week on cable and, even in homes 
with cable, ontyhasa less than one 
percent share of viewing time. The 
station’s publicity claims it’s seen by 
seven million people a month in 


Britain and makes much of its glob- 
al reach. The first BARB data for 
News 24 shows it. rather surpris- 
ingly, getting similar figures on 
cable - more encouraging for the 
BBC with what is still a fledgling ser- 
vice, but not testifying to a huge 
unassuaged appetite for rolling tele- 
vision news. Fbr those working on 
Sky News, it’s just as well the influ- 
ence and toe budget is out of pro- 
portion to the number of viewers. 

Presenters such as Bob Friend 
and Adam Boulton puli in news- 
worthy interviewees and their pro- 


grammes are watched in the offices 
of papers and broadcasters, politici- 
ans and lobbyists all over the coun- 
try Rather like Channel 5 News, Sky 
may be content to have influence dis- 
proportionate to its viewers. 

As long as Rupert Murdoch and 
his successors are content to take 
the budgetary rough with the polit- 
ical smooth, there’s no reason why 
the station shouldn't continue for 
another ten years and more. 

Sarah Nathan is the former editor 
of Channel 4 News 
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New labours for Chris Powell 

How the left’s favourite advertising man helped change the Labour Party’s image. By Rhys Williams 


The word On 
The Street 


treat- 

Rotfl 


FORTUNATELY BMP DDB Need- 
ham’s work is rather more to the 
point than its name. The agency has 
just celebrated its 30th anniversary, 
in some style it has to be said - a 
record year for creative awards and 
new business wins, achievements 
that made it Campaign's least con- 
troversial choice as Agency of the 
Year. It also threw a party. 

This is not BMP’s style at aH 
When it launched in 1968, the limit 
4its ostentation was to insist that 
company's name - Boase Mas- 
simi FoUitt - featured in red letters 
on its fleet of chocolate-brown Minis. 
The agency ignored its 10ft birthday 
held a staff meeting to mark its 20th, 
and celebrated its quarter-century 
with a drink dust the one. appar- 
ently) and a slice of cake in the office. 

The idea of a party was, frankly, 
alien, much less a celebration that 
involved packing out the Albert Ball 
with 5,000 guests and a cake the size 
of a garden shed. The other signif- 
icant moment in the whirl of Happy 
Birthdays was the announcement 
that Chris Powell, the agency’s pub- 
lic face since anyone can remember; 
was stepping down as chief exec- 
utive and faking on the more hands- 
off role of chairman to accommodate 
his extra-curricular activities. 

Mr Powell among other things, 

is deputy chairman of the Riverside 

Community Health Dust, sits on the 
board of United News and of a local 
arts council in west London, and is 
a m emb er of the marketing forum 
appointed by the New Mille nn ium 
Experience Company to act as a lit- 
mus group on selling the Dome. 

*Tve been working on projects 
outside the agency for four or five 

years now" he says, “and it was get- 
ting embarrassing to have the title 
of chief executive when other peo- 
ple were r unning the agency- " 

Powell 55, joined BMP in 1068. He 
was appointed to the board in 1972 
and made m a na ging director three 
years later He is oije of the most re- 



Chris Powell: ‘Advertising is all I have ever done; it’s a bit dull to do only one thing* PhU Meech 


spected practitioners of his trade. 

“Advertising is all I have ever 
done and it’s a bit dull to do onty one 
thing in your life,” be explains, in- 
sisting that his public sector en- 
deavours are not rooted inattruism, 
or an attempt to correct the per- 
ception of the advertising industry 
as a conscience-free zone. “Working 
on a health trust is about as differ- 
ent an agenda as you can get from 
advertising. It’s interesting to work 
with people, district nurses in the 
main, much more motivated by the 
satisfaction of their job. 

“But, in the end, I fear I have a 
butterfly mind. The joy of advertis- 
ing is that you get to look at so many 
different problems and put your 
nose into other people’s business. 
It’s a fantastic privilege to be able 
to do that and giveyour useless opin- 
ions to differ ent people. Although 1 
realty can’t claim I’m running 


around doing good works. It’s self- 
ish. Fm politicalty interested and in- 
volved. It’s the satisfaction of 
Powell’s interests and bobbles." 

Powell is a political animaL It runs 
in the family. His elder brother 
Charles was Margaret Thatcher’s 
foreign affairs adviser; his younger 
brother Jonathan is Tony Blair’s 
chief of staff. Powell has been a 
Labour Party member all his adult 
life and once ran for the Greater Lon- 
don Council before masterminding 
BMP’s landmark anti-GLC abolition 
advertising campaign in 1984. The 
“Say no to no say” campaign was 
never going to prevail abolition, but 
it alerted Labour to the possibilities 

of advertising. 

“The left had regarded advertis- 
ing as a tool of right-wing capitalism 
and something that was there to hurt 
it rather then help it,” says PowelL 
“I think the right-wing left, such as 


Roy Hatters! ey„ had a distaste of 
advertising, rather an aesthetic dis- 
taste, based on a dislike of bra 
advertising on escalators." 

Powell agrees that it was large- 
ly on the basis of the GLC work that 
he and BMP were approached by 
rteterMandelson to form t h e nucleus 

of the Shadow Communications 
Agency first at the 1987 general elec- 
tion, then again five years later. 

On both- occasions, the winning 
campaigns belonged to the losing 
side, a feet which Powell finds re- 
assuring. “It would be a terrible com- 
ment on humanity if such things 
made a huge difference,” he says. 
“That said, it probably did help see 
off the SDR The predictions made 
with good reason in the mid-Eight- 
ies were that Labour would be- 
come the third party. No sane person 
thought Labour would win in 1987, 
but the campaign ensured it re- 


mained the main party of opposition. 
It gave Labour the feeling of front- 
footed professionalism." 

If MandeVson was the father of 
New Labour then Powell was its 
kindly unde. So, does someone who 
has been so intimate with Labour’s 
communications effort have a view 
on how the recent fuss has under- 
mined the party’s ability to stay on 
message? “Yes, but not in The In- 
dependent,” he says. 

Powell is rather more forthcom- 
ing about BMP and its 30 years of 
success. Campaign produced a 
commemorative issue that recalls 
just how many BMP campaign.*:, 
characters and slogans permeated 
popular culture and passed into the 
vernacular of their time - “Watch 
out watch out there’s a Humphrey 
about" (Unigate); “It’s firothyman” 
(Cresta); “Fbr mash get smash" 
(Smash); “Tell ’em about the honey 
m ummy '* (Sugar Puffs); and “FbBow 
the bear" (Hofineister). 

Awards and praise have been 
piled on wort: for Courage, John 
Smith’s, Volkswagen and the Health 
Education Authority’s Aids-a ware- 
ness campaigns. Like their 
spokesman for three decades, 
BMP's work is thoughtful often un- 
derstated but highly effective. 

Stefeno Hatfield, editor of Cam- 
paign, says: “BMP has always cre- 
ated campaigns that are liked by 
both the industry and the public. 
They have an excellent populist 
touch, Chris sets the tone fbr the 
agency’s decency. He’s not iuwie, so 
be doesn't raise the hackles. He’s 
self-effacing, but he is evangelical 
about the power of advertising." 

Powell also seems to have a 
healthy sense of there being more 
important things in life than advert- 
ising. Such as cricket, for example. 
Legend has it that in the Seventies 
BMP hired on the basis of cricket- 
ing ability. An ad for the creative de- 
partment once read: “Wicket-keeper 
wanted. Copywriting stalls an asset" 


VISITORS TO Alt *99, the 
London Contemporary Art Fain 
are a genteel lot and so were 
shocked on Saturday afternoon 
by the sight and sound of a 
puce- faced man yelling loudty 
into his mobile phone in the 
middle of the exhibition hall. 
Words like “executive" and “the 
board” were all that could be 
made out through the man’s 
thick Ulster accent A closer 
inspection by one art-buyer 
identified the ranting man as 
David Montgomery, chief 
executive - at the time of 
writing - of Mirror Group 
Newspapers. Perhaps this was 
the moment he learned that his 
battle to stay at the top of the 
Mirror had come to an end. 


STILL, IF as expected, he ends 
up with spare time on his 
hands, Monty will finally have a 
chance to finish that web site 
he's been creating between 
swigs of mineral water at high- 
powered board meetings. At 
present, visitors to 
httpJ/users^iiardneLcor^au/ 
dm on to/ are met with the 
disappointing but strangely 
intriguing notice that “David 
Montgomery’s Home Page” is 
stH] “under construction”. 


THERE ARE certain offensive 
words that everyone 
understands should not be 
uttered on television before the 
9pm watershed - the “s" word 
and the “f” word. The word 
“bastard" has always been a 
tricky cme for taste police 
across the land however. But at 
last comes an official ruling 
from the Independent 
Television Commission tucked 
away in its latest complaints 
bulletin. Viewers of Coronation 
Street will recall that Jim 
McDonald let the word slip 
during a recent spat with ex- 
wife Liz over her affair with his 
occupational therapist “Its use 



was not gratuitous taking into 
account the shock that Jim 
McDonald had suffered," the 
commission concludes. So 
that's alright then. 

9 

LONG-STANDING chief censor 
James Farm an became a bate 
figure of the right-wing press 
because of his liberal views, but 
at work he wasn't quite as 
woolly as has been made out 
Ferman displayed an almost 
pathological aversion to 
opening the BBFC to the public 
- probably fearing they're all 
Daily Mail readers. And a 
Channel 4 documentary to be 
screened next month called 
The Last Days of the Board 
was very nearly tilled because 
of Fterman’s opposition. BBFC 
president Andreas Whittam 
Smith is keen to see the BBFC 
improve its accessibility and so 
gave Diverse Productions 
permission to film. When 
Ferman found out he rang to 
protest: “The president," 
Ferman declared, “is notin a 
position to give pe rmissio n.” 
Ferman was wrong but Diverse 
were still kept out of the realty 
interesting meetings where 
examiners’ deliberated in detail 
on films - perhaps feeling that 
prim civil servants discussing 
who does what to whom with a 
chicken and a bucket of custard 
is still too risque for the public. 
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Jeff Randall ’s Sunday Business is proving a success, outflanking its rivals and confounding the sceptics. 

Where the FT meets Loaded 


I t is typical of Jeff Rand all 
th a t he conducts his inter- 
views in a greasy spoon cate 
called Andrew's. Zt is on 
Gray's Inn Road, just down 
the street from the old offices 
of his Sunday Business newspaper 
and this is where this most un- 
pretentious of editors lured many of 
the 35 journalists who now work to. 
produce his paper. 

They sat through what then bad 
to be a sales pitch. Today Sunday 
Business is selling 50,000 copies a 
week and has gained a reputation for 
producing not only good stories but 
also, unlike some broadsheet ri- 
vals. stories that are true. Scoops 
have included the failure of Benue 
Ecclestone's Formula 1 bond, and 
Candover’s bid for Mirror Group last 
week. After just a year, the paper is 
weD on its way to the projected three- 
year break-even point of 80,000 sales 
a week. 

But when Randall was recruiting 
in Andrew’s, Sunday Business was 
not an alluring prospect for any but 
the most desperate journalist It was 
started in April 1996 by Tom 
Rubython. the maverick publisher- 
journalist, and lurched from one 
financial catastrophe to another, 
losing staff and backers while at- 
tracting only libel writs. It dosed in 
July 1997, and was relaunched under 
the Barclay brothers' ownership in 
February 1998. 

^When a newspaper collapses, 
anyone in a secure job is likely to ask, 
“why should I risk my career?'," says 
Randall 45, tuddng into poached egg 
on toast and a giant mug of tea. “Se- 
nior journalists who knew me un- 
derstood what I had planned, and 
believed I could build the trust the 
paper would need. It was the more 
junior ones who were wary." 

Over multiple fiy-ups in And- 
rew's, Randall built a staff largely 
foom The Sunday Times, The Daily 
and Sunday Tdegraph, the Evening 
Standard and the International 
Herald Tribune. 

Some say now that Randall was 
the only man who could have made 
Sunday Business rise from the 
ashes. A former, and almost leg- 
endary. editor of The Sunday 
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Jeff Randall: “We have proved there is a market I am certainly more confident now than I was a year ago when I was recruiting people’ 


Neville Elder 


Times ’ s business section, unusually 
in journalism, Randall is both pop- 
ular and successful “A lot of people 
are here just because of him,” says 
one Sunday Business journalist. 
“There is a real consensus in the 
office that you want to work your 
guts out for Jeff Which is just as weD, 
because there is a hell of a lot of 
space to fill.” 

Alan Ruddock, editor of Sunday 
Business’s sister paper The Scots- 
man, and a former colleague from 
The Sunday Times, respects what 
Randall did just in getting together 
a staff; “At the same time he was re- 
cruiting, I was briefly embroiled in 
the Mirror Group’s plans for Sport- 
ing Life. It seemed to me that per- 


suading 50 journalists to leave sec- 
ure jobs for a start-up title was 
going to take a very, very long time. 
But Jeff managed it extremely 
qiacktyltwasdown to his reputation 
and powers of persuasion.” 

Randall built his reputation dur- 
ing the soaraway days of the Eight- 
ies economic boom. Where other 
Sunday Times business editors had 
courted the patrician rulers of City 
finance, Randall cultivated those 
who epitomised the brash end of the 
deregulated Eighties business cul- 
ture: Sir Tim Bell, George Walker 
Gerald Ronson, Frank Warren, even 
poor Gerald Ratner. He used them 
to produce a string of City scoops, 
many of them dominating the front 


pages of other newspapers, let alone 
their business pages. 

His favourites include Robert 
Maxwell's attempt to bpy Tottenham 
Hotspur, followed up with Alan 
Sugar’s appearance as Tottenham’s 
saviour and. oddly, since it was not 
a business story, the planned closure 
of London Zoo. Rightly, Randall is 
renowned as a news junkie: “I know 
for a foot he was physically de- 
pressed for a fortnight because The 
Sunday Telegraph scooped him on 
Murdoch buying Manchester 
United," says a friend. 

He started in journalism on a 
postgraduate course at the Univer- 
sity of Florida where he was advised 
to specialise to get on. and, with a 


degree in economics, decided to 
stick to business journalism. 

His first job was on a magazine 
covering the arcane world of airline 
financing. After a stint on the Fin- 
ancial Weekly he made it to The 
Sunday Telegraph as a City corre- 
spondent In 1988 he became assis- 
tant city editor of The Sunday 
Times. He worked his way to man- 
aging editor of business news, which 
came with a seat at the News Inter- 
national monthly board meeting: 
“Where I got to watch the maestro, 
Rupert Murdoch." he says. 

Haring promised himself he 
would give up journalism at the age 
of 40. Randall left The Sunday 
Times for City PR firm. Financial 


Dynamics. Despite a £2 00, 000-plus 
package he was bored, and six 
months later took a pay cut to return 
to The Sunday Times, as assistant 
editor and later sports editor before 
the Barclay brothers and their edi- 
tor-in-chief, Andrew NeO, offered him 
the editorship o( Sunday Business. 

“It was important to me that the 
Barclay brothers seemed to under- 
stand what was needed. History is 
littered with newspaper start-ups 
which were under-capitalised. They 
all accepted the most optimistic 
predictions of their distribution, fut- 
ure sales and revenues. There was 
never apy money for rainy days - and 
rivals such as Murdoch can make 
sure that rain happens. The Barclay 


brothers had an un*ng“**jf 
what was needed - and they’ve got 

unconcerned that 

there was no reseanisio^ en- 
thusiasm for the paper. -There ls no 
uoinl researching a new market, be- 
cause consumers say they are more 
conservative than they really are. < 
pre-launch research would hare 
told Murdoch that people weren’t 
willing to pay to watch sport and 
movies on television." 

Now Randall has figures to prove 

his hunch that there are at least 

80.000 business junkies in the coun- 
try, and he uses them like the sal^- 

man he is: “The FT sells 160,000 m 
the UK, and we have a third of its 

market after 45 weeks -and the FTs 

been going 100 years. The Wau 
Street Journal has been operating 

in the UK for 15 years, and has just . 

13.000 UK readers. So I think we 
have proved there is a market lam 
certainly more confident now than 
I was a year ago when I was re- 
cruiting people." 

Randall’s growing confidence 
should see some changes made to 

the paper. Staff report that at the be- 
ginning he was so desperate to dis- 
pel the paper’s reputation for 
running poorly sourced stories that # , 

everything had to be “triple copper- * 

bottomed with belt and braces". 

The paper was at first be admits, de- 
liberately boring, so that it could re- 
establish its credibility. The paper 
was given authority in part by its 
classy redesign at the hands of the 
Scotsman Group's in-house design 
Afty Palmer; design editor of 
The Scotsman,, and John Belknap 
produced a dean and modern-look- 
ing title. Now Randall is promising 
rather more “attitude" and intends 
to deliver a paper where “the FT 
meets Loaded". 

A year ago, such was Sunday 
Business’s reputation that Ttesco re- 
fused to stock it - until Randall - 1 
phoned Terry Leahy, Tesco's chief ? 
executive, and gotlton the shelves. 

On 27 December last year when the 
financial markets and much of the 
country had been dosed for four 
days, 45,000 people still went out and 
bought Sunday Business. 


APPOINTMENTS: MEDIA, MARKETING, SALES 


Analysis 

RICHARD COOK 


Art Director £55,000 + Bonus 

London's world acclaimed, award-winning advertising agency, 
Mother, needs the world’s best talent Only 2 years’ old, 
we have acquired many blue chip clients who have global 
ambitions. We now need people to help us achieve these goals. 

We are very interested in you for this position if you have: 
*Team Management skills and hopefully some prior assodate 
creative director experience 

* A university degree in Communications or Media 

* Been specifically trained in design and advertising art direction 

* Minimum 2-3 years' experience in global broadcast print 
and outdoor scene 

*2-3 years’ experience British media market 

* A handful of awards 

* Extensive knowledge of Mac computing with a focus on 
Photoshop, Illustrator and Quark programs along with 
internet experience 

* Energy, enthusiasm and charisma in buckets. 

Please send a sample ora photocopy of your favourite 
recent piece of work, together with your CV, to: 

Kamgi Chak, Mother Limited. 

200 5t John Street London, EC1V 4JY 
Ref: Recruitment/Art Director 

DO NOT PHONE 


IT RECRUITMENT 
TEAM LEADER 



North London 


Excellent ££ 


Our clients are 'Blue Chip’. Our team is bright and 
proactive. We recruit IT personnel at all levels, 
both permanent and contract. 

Our days arc a buzz from early morning 
’til early evening. 

We work hard, we have fun, we earn lots of money. 
We want you to bring your IT Recruitment 
knowledge and experience, together with your 
enthusiasm to join us as a learn Leader. 

Our systems are modern, our working practice 
ISO 9002 accredited. We speak plainly and our 
sole objective is to do the business for clients 
and our candidates. 

Do you have what it takes? 

Call Sarah Grant on: 01S1 922 1150/1160 


APPOINTMENTS DIARY 


Monday 

IT, Science. Engineering 
Tuesday 

Media. Marketing, Sales 


Wednesday 
France, Legal Secretarial 

Thursday 
Education, Graduate 


Sunday 
Public, General 


The Grand Order 

We are currently looking for highly motivated, 
articulate and well presented Salespeople to 
work Mon. to Fri. 9 - 5 calling on Businesses 
by appointment to discuss the possibilities of 
membership of the Grand Order. 

£40k OTE plus mobile phone, health care 
and company car (attar 3 maims) 

For further information please call now 
on 

0181 3875010 

and speak to Michael Bergin Director 
or Anwer Siddiqi Director 
or 091 551144 (EIRE) 
and speak to Martin Lee Director 


Job Title: International Business Developer 
Salary: £80,000 per annum 

One of the worWs leading commumcaDcna comparm a looking la a 
member ol <s hriefnafional team. The cafxDdale ml be based in 
London and must have the W Sewing quaEficanons' 

• Extensw adwresmg and drect maifcotlng experience 

■ New Business mvoJvemert and experience 

■ ExeeBem pre se n tat ion stalte boffi written and oral 

• ftwohwnent and underaardmg of company aayjsoons aid mergers 
« Previous tmenutan a t business experience 

■ MBA level Degree 

• MuftMjngual (must ndude Dual EngTefi Dulch and Frenctil 
The caiKftdate wil report cbeaty to the President at international 
operations, must be prepared 10 travel overseas as ttVs «vffl form en 
integral pan c( me job and must be a self starter and be able m vrorh 
alone as as pan of a team 

The cantMate must possess excellent interpersonal sWb aid be 4tle to 
motivate colleagues. ! 

All replies to Box 12073. independent Newspapers. 
One Cinidi Square, Canary Wharf. London El * SDL | 


Graphic Designer 

required for Japanese 
Advertising Agency. 
Applicants must be fluent in Japanese 
and English, have experience in using 
Japanese software for PC and Macintosh 
for design, and be capable of training 
and supervising Japanese staff. 

Salary £18,000. 

Send CV to Nikkeisha Inc., 

3rd Floor, 196 Tottenham Court Road, 
London W1P 9LD 


♦ URGENTLY REQUIRED ♦ 

Senior Designer 

With proven skills in DTP to lead a design 
team in the development of specialist 
Japanese language publications. Qualified 
candidates with minimum 3 years 
experience, must be fluent in spoken and 
written Japanese. 

Please send CVs to Sato Graphics Ltd., 

1 18-00 GL TitchGeld Street, London WIP 7AJ 


A touch of gold from 
Fools and Horses 


IN THE beginning was The 
Colditz Story, and frankly it 
wasn't much good at afl. But six 
years ago this tale of studio- 
bound wartime resistance was 
a highlight on the cable and 
satellite channel UK Gold. 

UK Gold was supposed to be 
a highlights channel, giving 
viewers another chance to 
savour the BBC’s and Thames 
Television’s finest hours. But 
the reality was rather different 
UK Gold was limited by an 
agreement with the BBC to 
show nothing fresher than two 
years old. and a budget that 
seemed to let it buy almost no- 
thing newer than 22 years old. 

“Calling it UK Gold was con- 
siderably stretching a point" 
agrees Ian Lewis, head of pro- 
gramme evaluation at Zenith 
Media, the UK's largest media 
buying agency. “It wasn't above 
the UK Copper leveL 

But no more. These days UK 
Gold is on a roll, it seems. Con- 
firmation of this comes from the 
Christmas viewing figures. 

Christinas is a time when TV 
viewers traditionally turn away 
from the arriviste cable and 
satellite channels for a homely, 
tried-and-tested diet of Christ- 
mas specials and Pick of the 
Year shows. 

However last year during 
Christmas week the terrestrial 
channels registered a 2 per 
cent decline in viewing figures, 
while the whole of satellite and 
cable fell by 5 per cent UK 
Gold, on the other hand, saw its 
Christmas week ratings rise by 
over 20 per cent In fact a total 
of million adults watched the 
station over the week. 

The numbers are improving 
from a still-small base, of 
course - the top-rated show the 
channel has ever shown at- 
tracted just over half a million 
viewers. However, there is no 
doubt that this initially much- 
mocked station is now finding 
an audience. 

More important is the fact 
that UK Gold is nuw the lead- 
ing light in the BBC and Flex- 
tech joint venture UKTV, in 
the vanguard of the Beeb's 



UKTV can now show high-quality BBC repeats such as ‘Only Fools and Horses* 


«, l *i^ e i. are now star ting to 
thmk of ourselves as the sixth 
network," adds Emeiy. “We 
even launched a big advertising 
campaign before Christo*? 
and stfl only make a tiny op- 
profit, as we’re pushing 
back revenues into better and 
Dener programmes.” 

. ** on ce viewers and advert- 
2?? to agree with the 
gPe. It s hard not say that the 
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ambitious passage into a new 
world of commercial satellite 
and digital television. It is, in 
fact already the second most 
popular channel of all those 
available on cable and satellite, 
ahead of the sports and movie 
channels, ahead of the child- 
ren's channels and behind only 
Sky One in terms of audience 


programmes, where before we 
had to wait two years after 
transmission,” says UKTV*s 
chief executive officer Dick 
Emery “And, though the newer 
they are the more they cost us, 
it has meant that we ean now 
show great programmes such 
as Only Fbols and Horses and 
Men Behaving Badly.” 


‘We’re now starting to think of ourselves 
at UK Gold as the sixth network 1 


numbers. In addition its aud- 
ience is among the most afflu- 
ent of satellite TV' viewers, 
something that has helped 
push up the station's advertis- 
ing revenue by 25 per cent 
over the past 12 months. 

“The biggest change hap- 
pened last year, so that we 
have now got access to all BBC 


In fact, so up-to-the-minute 
have UK Gold's offerings be- 
come that UKTV has paid it an- 
other compliment by launching 
a station called UK Gold cias 
sics on digital satellite. This, as 
the name suggests, of course 
is the rerun service for pro- 
gramming that has alreadv 
been aired on UK Gold itself ' 


SSf . “y°u didn’t think there 
w ? s a Place fora quality repeats 
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LISTINGS/15 


New Films 


BULWORTH (IS) 

Director Warren Beatty 
Starring: Warren Beatty. Halle Berry 
Postered and rfreflJtiafoned at thep^r>f an 
campaign, woolly liberal senator Jay Bulworth 
(Beatty) turns suicidal loose-cannon; lifting the 
lid on US politics, hanging out in the ’hood and 
delivering his speeches in abrasive rap stylings. 
Beatty's Bultcortfi is a blast: crude and 
condescending on occasion, yet genuinely 
audacious and committed; savaging a corroded 

democratic system in a way that few mainstream 
Hollywood films (and Bulworth is bankrolled by 
Murdoch's Fox Studios) would dare to do. At an 
age when be might be forgiven for resting on his 
laurels, Beatty’s freewheeling heart-on-sleeve 
romp puts him abruptly back in film's front rank. 
West End : Clapham Picture House. Curzon 
Soho, Netting HiU Coronet, Odeon Kensington, 
Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, Screen 
on the Green. UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea 
Virgin Haymarkett, Warner Village West End 

CLASS TRIP (LA CLASSE DE NEIGE) (15) 
Director Claude Miller 

Starring: Clement Van Den Bergh. Frangois Roy 
Pity poor Nicolas (Van Den Berghj; bed-wetting 
schoolboy fantasist with few friends and a 
domineering dad in Frangois Roy’s prosthetic-limb 
salesman. Spirited off on a school skiing trip, the 
nipper starts letting his own dark imaginings run 
away with him, as Miller’s pungent child's-eye 
psycho-drama switches nervously between stark 
naturalism and florid dream sequences. Actually, 
there’s a lot to admire in the tense, smouldering 
Class Trip. The trouble is, Miller gets over- 
fussv; he keeps messing with the mood keeps 
letting air into the pressure-cooker. And you can 
spot the ending a mile off 
West End- ABC Shaftesbury Avenue Repertory: 
Cine Lumiere 

54 (15) 

Director Mark Christopher 
Starring: Mike Myers. Ryan Phillippe 
Christopher’s retro-trip through the heyday of New 
York’s Studio 54 boasts a gtitterball turn from 
Myers (as dub boss Steve Rubell), but not a whole 
lot else. What we have here is the huckstering 
hanger-on to Boogie Nights and The Last Days 


of Disco’s leading lights: a garbled under- 
developed run-through of dance-floor due as Ryan 
Phillippe 's colourless bus boy falls in with the 
beautiful folk (Salma Hayek and Neve Campbell) 
and learns the downside of life in the fast lane. 
Tatty stud all told 
West End: Odeon Camden Hmm. UCI Whiteleys. 
Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Haymarket. Warner 
Village West End Local: Acton Park Royal 
Warner Village, Dagenham Warner Village. 
Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12, Harrow Warner 
Village. Holloway Odeon, Newham Showcase 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

Director. Amand Tucker 
Starring: Emily Watson. Rachel Griffiths 
FliD- throttle playing from Rachel Griffiths and 
Emily Watson sustains nicker’s warts-and-all 
biopic of the Du Png sisters, Hilary (shy. married 
flautist) and Jacqueline (world-famous cellist). 
Sibling rivalries, a menage & trois and terminal 
illness are all carefully navigated by Tlicker's 
finely-wrought direction, though it’s as an acting 
showcase thatJF/flary and Jackie really hits home. 
West End: Barbican Screen, Chelsea Cinema, 
Clapham Picture House, Curzon Mayfair. Cur- 
son Soho. Gale Netting Hid, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Renoir, Ritzy Cinema, 
Screen cm the HiU Local: Greenwich Cinema, 
Richmond Odeon 

PRACTICAL MAGIC 02) 

Director. Griftin Dunne 
Starring: Nicole Kidman, Sandra Bullock 
Essentially a sibling soap-opera with a dash of 
m umbo-jumbo. Practical Magic sees Bullock and 
Kidman cast as two mismatched sisters raised 
from a tine of witches and hearing any unlucky man 
who swings into their orbit The canny star-pairing 
is soon spoilt by an over-egged eye-of-newt broth 
that mixes Bewitched with Beetlejuice and The 
Witches qfEastwick. Its spick-and-span surface 
masks the turmoil of undigested influences. 

West End ABC Tottenham Court Road, Odeon 
Camden Tbwn,OdeonKensmgton,Odeon Mar- 
ble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero, Warner 
Village West End and local cinemas 


THE INDEPENDENT RECOMMENDS 


The five best films 

The Dream Life of Angels (18} 

Erick Zonca's debut draws its strength from the 
contrasting personalities of Isa (EJodie Bouchcz) 
and Marie (N3tacha Regnier). whose friendship 
comes alive in the drab environs of Lille. 

The Opposite of Sex (18) 

Christina Ricci plays bitch-on -wheels Dcdec, 
shooting from the lip and causing havoc when sbe 
moves in with her mild-mannered brother. Don 
Rook’s script bristles with acidulous one-liners. 

The Truman Show (PG) 

Peter Weir’s ingenious, unsettling fantasy is. in 
the end, an escape movie - in the case of Truman 
Burbank, it's breaking out of the round-the-clock 
TV docu-soap that is his own life. 

IT (15) 

Darren Aronofsky's 
debut (right), filmed in 
sooty black-and-white. 

(ells the story of a genius 
mathematician. Stylish 
indie movie which 
fearlessly combines H ull 
Sm-tt. Jewish mysticism and nightmarish headaches. 

Antz (PG) 

Computer-animated comedy voiced by A stellar 
cast features Woody Allen as a worker ant who 
becomes an unlikely war hero and opponent, of 
the colony’s totalitarian regime. Terrific fun. 

ANTHONY QUINN 


The Five best Plays The Five best shows 


The Street of 
Crocodiles 

(Queen's) 

A triumphant revival 
(right) of Theatre de 
Corapticiie's surreal, 
funny and seering plunge 
into the imagination of 
Polish-Jewish writer Bruno Schulz, shot dead by 
the Nazis in 1 942. To 20 Feb 


y 



The Colour of Justice (Tricycle) 
Enormously potent staged re -enactment of the 
Stephen Lawrence inquiry. It coinrides with the 
uproar surrounding the fate of the policemen 
involved in the case. To 6 Feb 

The Memory of Water (Vaudeville) 
Alison Steadman pulls off one of the funniest and 
truest drunk scenes ever in Shclach Stephenson’s 
fine play about sisters brought back together for 
their mother’s funeral. To 10 Apr 

A Month in the Country 

(RSC, Stratford) 

Michael Attenborough directs this Brian 
Friel adaptation of Turgenev’s portrait of 
all-consuming desire. In rep to 2t> ft h 

Martin Yesterday 

(Royal Exchange. Manchester) 

Marianne Elliot directs this sharp new play from 
the cult Canadian dramatist Brad Fraser. To 6 Feb 

Paul Taylor 


Monet in the 20th Century 

(Royal Academy) 

The gardens and ponds at Giverny dissolve into 
elemental visions: fiery lights, haze, liquid 
reflections, voids and depths. The strange last 
works of Impressionism. 1b 18 Apr 

Andreas Gursky (Serpentine Gallery) 
Photographs 1994-98: wi de-vision, higb-finish, 
micro-detailed vistas of our world - stock-exchange 
floor, cityscape, airport, alpine valley - images filled 
with more than the eye can see. To 7 Mar 

Bridget Riley 

(Abbot Hall Gallery, Kendal) 

Retrospective of the Lop British abstractionist’s 
career, from shimmering monochromes to colour, 
stripes, diagonals, and curves, lb 31 Jan 

Disasters of War 

(Wolverhampton 
Art Gallery) 

Three ages of war 
through etchings by 
Goya (ritfu). Jaques 
Callot and Otto Dix. 

Black-and-white 
visions from the blackest of times. To 20 Mar 

Willie Doherty (MOMA. Oxford) 
Contemporary Irish artist, using photos and video 
to reflect on the imagery of terror and security - 
the road-block, the surveillance camera... To 4 Apr 

Tom Lubbock 



Cinema 

West End 


General Release 


* 


THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

A trio of interrelated shorts culled from the 
stories of Irvine Welsh, The Acid House plays out 
in tiie down-and-dirty landscape of inner-city 
1 Edinburgh, and darts with brio between a range 
of moods and tones. Less prised and populist than 
Trainspotting, but more earthy, edgy and intense, 
too. Wfest End: Odeon Camden Town Local: 
Newham Showcase 

ANTE (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 
West End: UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Trocadero 

THE APPLE (SIB) CPG) 

Seventeen-year-old Samira Makhmalbaf’s 
precocious debut stages a true-life re-creation of 
the fortunes of Iran’s Nader! sisters, raised in 
seclusion by their parents before being set loose 
in the world bya visiting social worken Part docu- 
drama, part rites- of-passage fable, this is an 
extraordinary missive from a burgeoning Iranian 
film scene. West End: Metro, Renoir 

BABE: PIG IN THE CITY (U) 

The follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep- 
pig” into the midst of the city where he becomes 
the unllkety saviour of a bunch of assorted waife. 
Knockabout comedy is kept to a minimum in 

favour ri a Weak animalxomcfaiiytalaWfest End: 
Plaza, UCI Whiteleys And Local ctnemas 

THE BOYS (18) 

Out of jail after serving a sentence for GBH, eldest 
“boy” Brett Sprague (David TOsnham) moves bat* 
into his mum’s drab suburban home, terrorises 
bis girlfriend and turns his younger brothers into 
petty henchmen. The Boys spotlights the down- 
side of life Down Under - it’s potent, predatory 
stuff. Repertory: Prince Charles 

DOBERMANN (18) 

Vincent Cassel’s bom-to-be-bad gangster struts 
and sneers his way through a gleamingly 
abstracted Paris while Tfcheky Karyo’s bad-egg 
cop looks on baleftilty. It seems that this is what 
the new French cinema is all about: endless 
stylised carnage and iconic posing, plus a script 
that’s going nowhere fast West End Metro. 
Odeon Camden Town, Virgin Trocadero 

THE DREAM LIFE OF ANGELS (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 
Wist End: ABC Swiss Centre 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Wfil Smith’s fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman’s pensioned-off Pentagon warhorse, 
probes a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
ah mann pr r>f Big Brother-type trouble. Vfest End: 

Odeon Gmden7bum,0demKensington, Odeon 

Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West 
End, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Chelsea, Virgin Pufltom Road And local cinemas 

LITTLE VOICE 05) 

Haled up in her bedroom, Jane Horrocks is 
perfecting strident Shirley Bassey/Ju dy Garland 
im per sonations when she falls in with Michael 
Caine's sleazy impresario. Where director Maris 
Herman’s last film. Brassed Off. was a whole and 
solid effort, Little Voice proves altogether more 
bitty. But bracing black comedy Horrocks’s vocal 
pyrotechnics, plus a marvellously weighted turn 
from Caine push it through to the final curtain. 
West End- ABC Tottenham Court Road, Odeon 
CamdenTtium, Odeon Kensington, OdeonMartte 
Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West End, 
Phoenix Cinema, RiteyCinem a, UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Fulham Road 

THE MASK OF ZORRO IPG) 


Whiteleys, Virgin F\dham Road. Virgin Tnxadero, 
Warner Village West End 

MEET JOE BLACK 02) 

Picking his way through Martin Brest’s under- 
developed rehaul of Death Hikes a Holiday goes 
Brad Pitt’s aquiline Grim Reaper, who gets 
chaperoned round the everyday delights of Planet 
Earth by Anthoqy Hopkins' (tying billionaire. 
The film has a few neat themes and a reliably solid 
turn from Hopkins, but it’s too much a picture of 
disparate pieces. West End- Empire Leicester 
Square, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys. Virgin 
PuIhamRaad, Virgin Trocadero 

MULAN (U) 

In this animated feature, a girl disguises 
herself as a soldier to spare her ailing father from 
the certain death of combat It's one erf the most 
visually innovative movies that Disney has ever 
made. West End Odeon Mezzanine Local- Acton 
Park Royal Warner Village, Barnet Odeon, 
Croydon Warner VfSage, Dagenham Warner 
Village, Edmonton Lee VaBey UCI 12, Warner 
VOkigeNorthFauMey, HammersimBiVrrgm, Har- 
row Warner Vdlage, Hoflotoag Odeon, Peckham 
Premier, Streatham Odeon, Wimbledon Odeon 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture 
House, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, 
UCI Whiteleys, Wrgin Fulham Road, Warner 
Village west EridLocak Croydon Warner VWage, 
Ed-mantonLeeVaBey UCI l2,PddwmCinewartA 
the Monies, Warner Village Finchley Road, 
Harrow Warner VWage, Sutton UCI 6, UCI 
Surrey Quays 

It (PI) (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, right West 
End ABC Tottenham Court Road, Curzon Soho, 
Ritzy Cinema Repertory: Phoenix Cinema 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

Animated feature which comes across as The Ibn 
Commandments by way of Joseph and His 
Technicolor Dreamcoat. West End Empire 
Leicester Square, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whiteleys, VhymFulhamRoadVirgmTrocadero 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Hicfeer star in this hit-and- 
miss-affain West End Odeon Marble Arch, ’Wrgin 
Trbcadero, TOnmer Village West End 

THE SIEGE 05) 

A rare Hollywood attempt to get to grips with 
contemporary geopolitics, The Siege winds up a 
hopelessly fingers-and- thumbs affair. Denzel 
Washington and Bruce Willis star West End 
Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Leicester Square, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, Wrgtn Chelsea 

SITCOM (18) 

In this scattergun satire of middle-class mores, 
director Francois Cteon takes abundant pleasure 
in dismantling a standard nuclear family. The 
result is savage and funny one moment indulgent 
the next Repertory: Watermans Arts Centre 

SNAKE EYES (15) 

Brian De Palma’s Atlantic City-set conspiracy 
thriller stars Nicolas Cage and Gary Sinise. 
Repertory: Prince Charles 

THE TRUMAN SHOW (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End Plaza 


ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404] e Piccadilly 
Circus Elizabeth 2.10pm. 
5.1 Opm, 8.10pm Lock. Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.10pm, 
3.35pm. 6pm, 8.30pm My Name 
Xan Brooks | Is Joe 1.10pm, 3.35pm. 6pm. 

8.25pm The Negotiator 1.40pm. 
5.05pm, 8pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm) 
■O Piccadilly Circus Hamam: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm, 3- 50pm. 
6.10pm, 8.35pm There's 

Something About Mary 1 .05pm. 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402} e Leicester 
Square/Tottenham Court Road 
Class Trip 1.05pm. 3.30pm. 

6.10pm, 8.30pm Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre 1 .35pm. 3.55pm, 

6.35pm. 8.55pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403} e Leicester 
Square/Piccadilly Grcus Buffalo 
66 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 
8.40pm The Eel 3.55pm. 8.40pm 
The Governess 1.35pm, 6.20pm 
On Conriak la Chanson 1.10pm, 
3.40pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm La Vie 
Rev£e des Anges 1.25pm, 
3.45pm. 6.25pm, 8.45pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) e Tottenham 
Court Road Little Voice 1.25pm, 
3.55pm. 7pm. 9.40pm x (PI) 
1.20pm. 3.25pm. 5.25pm. 

7.30pm. 9.35pm Practical Magic 
120pm. 3.40pm, 6.30pm. 

9.25pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891} ^ Baibican 
Hilary and Jackie 6pm. 8.40pm 
The Opposite of Sex 6.15pm. 
8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) & Staane 

Square Hilary and Jackie 
1.10pm, 3.40pm. 6.10pm, 

8.40pm 


CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) e Clapham 
Common Bulworth 2.45pm, 
5pm. 7.15pm, 9.30pm Hilary and 
Jackie 1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm, 
9pm The Opposite of Sex 
2.15pm. 4.30pm. 6.45pm. 

9.15pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) ^ Green Park 
Hilary and Jackie Tpm, 3.30pm. 
6pm, 8.40pm 

CURZON MINEIHA 

(0171-369 1723) & Hyde Park 
Comer/Knightsbridge Elizabeth 
3pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12pnv6pm)J & 
Leicester Square/Tottenham Court 
Road Bulworth 1 ,45pm. 4.15pm. 
6.45pm, 9pm Hilary and Jackie 
1pm, 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.15pm x 
(Pi) 1.30pm, 4pm. 5.45pm. 
7.30pm. 9.30pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) O Elephant 6 
Castle Enemy of the State 3pm, 
5.45pm, 8,20pm Meet Joe Black 
3.30pm, 7.25pm The Siege 

3.35pm. 6pm, 8.30pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 
(0990-888990) O Leicester 
Square Meet Joe Black T 2. 2 Opm. 
4pm, 7.45pm The Prince of 
Egypt 3.30pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
Psycho 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

GATE HOTTING HILL 
(0171-727 4043} & Netting Hill 
Gate Hilary and Jackie 1pm. 
3.35pm, 6.10pm. 6.50pm 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) O Ravenscourt 
Park/Hammersmith Bulworth 
1.30pm, 4pm. 5.50pm. 8.40pm 
Little Voice 1.20pm. 3.50pm. 
6.30pm, 9pm Meet Joe Black 
12.50pm, 4.30pm. 6.10pm 

Practical Magic 1 pm, 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm 

ICA CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) ■€► Oiar'r- 
Cross That Obscure Object of 
Desire 7pm The Polygraph (Le 
Polygraphe) 6.30pm, 8.30pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506] O Piccadilly 
Grcus/Ldcester Square The 
Apple (Sib) 3pm, 5pm. 7pm, 


_ WHAT DREAMS MAY COME (15) 

71115 gaudy swashbuckler gallops full-speed Robin TOffiams perfects a lopsided simper as the 9^~o<ibmam‘‘‘2pm7'4.i5pm 
through 19th-century California in the company dead chap who fights out to a cod-impressionist 8.45pm 

^ s ~ heaven before jetting southward to rescue nottuib hill coronet 

his suidde-bride. West End Warner Village (0171-727 6705) G- Notting Hill 
Wfest End Local: Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12, Gate Bulworth 3pm. 6pm. 
Newham Showcase 8 4l0pm 


of amnn-.n Banderas’S authentically Hispanic 
do-gooder A lot of colourful duels and clattering 
action setpieces. Wfesi fiJncfc Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 


ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) & Camden Town 
54 12noon. 2.15pm, 4.20pm. 
6.40pm. 9.10pm Dobermann 

11.50am, 2.05pm. 4.15pm. 

6.30pm, 8.45pm Utde Voice 
11.50am. 2.10pm. 4.25pm. 

6.50pm, 9.05pm Practical Magic 
12. 20pm. 3.05pm, 5.55pm. 

8.25pm The Siege 12.25pm. 
3pm. 6pm. 8.35pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) O High Street 
Kensington Bulworth 1 .25pm. 
4.10pm, 6.55pm, 9.40pm Enemy 
of the State 3.25pm, 9.15pm 
Hilary and Jackie 12.30pm. 
3.30pm, 6.30pm, 9.30pm Little 
Voice 1,55pm. 4.30pm, 7.05pm, 
9.40pm Meet Joe Black 
12.45pm. 4.40pm. 8.3Spm 

Practical Magic 1.20pm, 4pm. 
6.40pm. 9.20pm The Siege 

12.40pm. 6.30pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square The Siege 12,55pm. 
3.35pm, 5.55pm, 8.30pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) e Marble Arch 
Enemy of the State 12.15pm. 
3.10pm. 6.05pm. 9pm Little 
Voice l.20pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm, 
8.40pm Meet Joe Black 
12.40pm. 4.30pm. 8.15pm 

Practical Magic 1 .05pm, 3.45pm, 
6.25pm. 9.05pm The Siege 
12.50pm, 3.35pm. 6.20pm, 

9.10pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Elizabeth 12.30pm, 3pm. 
5.30pm. 8.10pm Lock. Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.20pm, 
3.50pm. 6.10pm, 8.35pm The 
Mask of Zorro 2.30pm. 5.1 5pm, 
8.10pm Ron in 2.45pm, 5.50pm. 
8.20pm There's Something 
About Mary 1 2.40pm. 3.10pm, 
5.40pm, 8.15pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) O Swiss 
Cottage Enemy of the State 
12.10pm, 2.50pm. 5.35pm, 

6.20pm Hilary and Jackie 
12.20pm, 3.15pm, 5.45pm. 

8.25pm little Voice 1.20pm. 
3.40pm. 6.15pm, 8.45pm Meet 
Joe Black 12.1 Opm. 3.50pm. 
7.30pm Practical Magic 
12.55pm, 3.30pm. 6.05pm, 

8.40pm The Siege 12.25pm, 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.25pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Enemy of the State 
12.05pm. 2.45pm, 5.30pm, 

8.25pm Little Voice 1.55pm, 
4.10pm, 6.30pm. B.55pm 

PEPSI (MAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) O Piccadilly 
Circus Everest 9.05pm L5 (IMAX) 
12.35pm. 2.40pm. 4.45pm. 7pm 
T-Rex: Back to the Cretaceous 
(3-DJ 11.30am. 1.35pm. 3.40pm. 
S.45pm, 8pm, 10.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

(Oiei-444 6789) O East Finchley 
Little Voice 6.45pm k (Pi) 
2.15pm. 4.30pm. 9pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Piccadilly 
Circus Babe: Pig in the City 
12.45pm, 3.25pm Out Of Sight 
5.50pm. 8. 25pm Saving Private 
Ryan 3pm. 7.30pm Star Ttefc: 
Insurrection 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 8.55pm The Truman 
Show 1pm, 3.15pm. 6‘.15pm. 
8.40pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) O Russell 

Square The Apple (Sib) 1pm. 
2.55pm. 4.50pm. 6.45pm. 

8.45pm Hilary and Jackie 
1.10pm, 3.40pm. 5.10pm. 

8.40pm 

RTTZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) SR/^ Brixton 
Bulworth 4.30pm, 6.50pm. 

9.10pm Hilary and Jackie 
3.50pm. 6.25pm. 9pm Little 
Voice 3pm. 5.15pm. 7.25pm, 
9.30pm The Opposite of Sex 
2.20pm, 4.40pm. 7pm, 9.20pm 
(4- Shorn Horseshoe) x (Pi) 
3.10pm, 5.20pm. 7.20pm. 

9.35pm (+ Short: The Albatross) 
Rien Me Va Pius 2.30pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) O Baker Street 
Bulworth 3.05pm, 6.25pm. 

8.45pm The Opposite of Sex 
2.25pm, 4.30pm, 6.40pm. 

8.55pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) & Highbury 8 
Islington Bulworth 3.50pm. 

6.20pm, 8.45pm 

SCREEN ON THE HIU. 

(0171-435 3366) O Belsitt Park 
Hilary and Jackie 3.10pm, 

6.40pm, 9.10pm 


UCI WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) O Queensway 54 
2.50pm. 5pm. 7 10pm, 9.40pm 
Bulworth 1.10pm. 3.50pm. 

6.30pm, 9pm Enemy of the 
State 3.10pm. 6pm, 9.10pm 
Uttle Voice 1.20pm, 3.40pm. 
6.20pm. 8.50pm The Mask of 
Zorro 1pm Meet Joe Black 
4.40pm, 8.30pm The Opposite 
of Sex 2.20pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm, 
9.50pm Practical Magic 1.30pm. 
4.10pm. 6.50pm. 9.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 2.10pm The 
Siege 4pm. 6.40pm, 9.30pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) O Sloane 

Square/South Kensington 54 
9.30pm Bulworth 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6.45pm, 9.15pm Enemy of Hie 
State 2.30pm, 5.45pm, 8.45pm 
Little Vfttice 1pm. 3.15pm. 
5.15pm, 7.15pm The Siege 

12.45pm. 3.30pm. 6.15pm. 9pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) O- South 

Kensington Enemy of the State 
12.50pm. 3.40pm, 6.40pm. 

9.20pm Little Voice 12.40pm. 
2.50pm. 5.10pm, 7.20pm, 

9.30pm The Mask of Zorro 
12.20pm. 3.10pm. 6.10pm. 

9.10pm Meet Joe Black 1pm. 
4.30pm. 8.15pm The Opposite 
of Sex 1.10pm. 3.20pm, 6pm, 
9pm Practical Magic 1,40pm. 
4pm. 6.20pm, 9pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) e Piccadilly 
□reus Ante 12.20pm. 2.10pm, 
4.05pm. 6.10pm Dobermann 

9pm The Mask of Zorro 12noon, 
2.50pm, 5.40pm, 8.30pm Meet 
Joe Black 1 2.30pm. 4.20pm, 
8pm Out of Sight 12nooo, 
2.50pm, 5.40pm. 8.30pm 

Practical Magic 12noon. 2.15pm, 
4.30pm. 6.50pm. 9.15pm The 
Prince of Egypt 12 noon. 2pm. 
4.30pm Rush Hour 7pm. 9.20pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 
3.40pm. 6.40pm. 9. 1 5pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343} G Leicester 
Square 54 12.40pm, 3.20pm, 
6pm. 6.40pm Bulworth Tpm, 
3.30pm. 6.20pm, 9pm Lock. 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels 
9.40pm The Mask of Zorro 

12.30pm. 3.30pm. 6.40pm The 
Opposite of Sex 1.20pm, 
3.50pm. 6.10pm. 8.50pm A 

Perfect Murder 1.30pm. 4.1 Opm, 
6.50pm, 9.25pm Practical Magic 
12noon, T2.50pm. 2.50pm. 

3.40pm, 5.40pm. 6.30pm. 

8.30pm, 9.20pm Rush Hour 

1 1.50am, 2.10pm. 4.40pm, 

9.30pm What Dreams May Come 
1.10pm. 4pm. 6.35pm. 9.10pm. 

CINEMA 

London Locals 

ACTON 

HARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181 -896 0066) & Rark Royal 54 
1.10pm, 3.20pm, 5.40pm. 7.50pm. 
10pm Bulworth 1.50pm, 4.10pm, 
6.30pm, 9. 10pm Enemy of The 
State 1pm. 3.50pm. 6.4Dpm. 
9.35pm Uttle Voice 1.10pm. 
3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm The 
Mask of Zorro 1 ,30pm, 4.20pm, 
7.20pm Meet Joe Black 1.40pm, 
5.20pm. 9pm Practical Magic i pm. 
3.40pm. 6.20pm, 8.50pm Rush 
Hour 10.10pm The Siege 2pm. 
4.30pm. 7.10pm. 9.50pm Scar 
Ttek: insurrection 2.10pm, 4.30pm. 
6.55pm. 9.20pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) ■& High 
Barnet Enemy of The State 
5.30pm. 8.15pm Uttle Voice 

I , 15pm. 3.45pm, 7pm. 9pm Meet 
Joe Black 12.45pm, 4.15pm. 
7.45pm Practical Magic 1.05pm. 
3.35pm. 6.15pm, 8.30pm The 
Siege 12.45pm. 3.15pm. 5.45pm, 
6.45pm Star Ihek: Insurrection 
12.30pm, 3pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction The Big Lebowski 

II. 30am Enemy oF The State 
2pm. 8.20pm Meet Joe Black 
1 .20pm. 7.20pm Practical Magic 
1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 
The Prince or Egypt 5pm 

BEXLEVHEATH 

CINEWORLD (Q181-303 1550) BR 
Sexteyheach Aa Ab Laut Chalen 
1pm. 4.40pm. 8.30pm Bulworth 
12.15pm. 2.40pm, 5pm. 7.15pm. 
9.40pm Enemy of The State 
1.30pm. 4.10pm. 6.55pm. 9.30pm 
Uttle Voice 12.10pm. 2.30pm, 
4.50pm. 7.05pm, 9.20pm The 
Mask of Zorro lpm. 3.50pm. 
6.40pm, 9.25pm Meet Joe Black 
12.45pm. 4.15pm. 7.45pm 

Practical Magic 12.35pm. 2.50pm. 
5.10pm. 7.30pm, 9.50pm Psycho 
9.45pm The Siege 1,45pm. 
4.30pm. 6.50pm. 9.35pm Star 
Trek; Insurrection 12 noon, 2.15pm, 
4.45pm. 7.25pm 


BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Bromley North/Bromley South En- 
emy of The State 3.25pm, 8.40pm 
Uttle Voice 12. 1 5pm. 3.50pm. 
7.35pm Meet Joe Black 12.15pm. 
3.50pm. 7.35pm Practical Magic 
1.40pm. 4.05pm. 6.30pm. 8.55pm 
The Siege 3.25pm. 8.40pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (01 81 -698 3306) BR: Catfortf 
Enemy of The State 2.40pm. 
5.30pm. 8.20pm Practical Magic 
1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.1 5pm, 8.45pm 

CROYDON 

OjCKXTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: Croydon West/East Elizabeth 
5.50pm Utde Voice 4pm, 8.30pm 
i- Whoosh 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Enemy of 
The State 3.35pm. 6.30pm. 
9.30pm Uttle Voice 2.10pm. 
4.30pm, 6.50pm. 9.10pm The 
Mask of Zorro 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
Meet Joe Black Iptn, 4.50pm. 
8.40pm The Opposite oF Sex 
2.30pm. 5pm. 7.20pm. 9.40pm 
Practical Magic 3.20pm, 6.10pm. 
6.50pm The Prince of Egypt 3pm 
The Siege 1.30pm. 4.20pm. 
7.10pm, 9.50pm Star Irek: Insur- 
rection 1.40pm. 4.10pm. 6.40pm, 
9.20pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (592 2020) 
'O Dagenham Heathway 54 1.10pm. 
4.10pm, 7pm. 9.10pm Bulworth 
1.50pm, 4.25pm. 7,10pm, 9.40pm 
Enemy of The State 12.40pm, 
3.30pm. 6.15pm, 9.15pm Uttle 
Vbice 2pm, 4.20pm. 6.50pm. 
9.20pm The Mask of Zorro 
5.45pm, 8.40pm Meet Joe Black 
1 2.30pm, 4.30pm, 8.30pm Practi- 
cal Magic 1.15pm, 3.40pm, 
6 .20pm. 9pm The Prince of Egypt 
lpm. 3.20pm The Siege T.40pm. 
4.15pm. 6.40pm. 9,30pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 8.50pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
90707 19j BR/O Ealing Broadway 
Uttle Voice 1.50pm, 4.20pm, 
6.40pm. 9pm Meet Joe Black 2pm. 
7.40pm Practical Magic 2.10pm, 
4.30pm, 6.50pm. 9.10pm The 
Prince of Egypt 5.35pm 

EDGWARE 

BEUE-VUE (0181-381 2556) O 
Edgware Aa Ab Laut Chalen phone 
for details Bade Dilwala phone for 
details Kucti Kuch Hota Hai phone 
For details The Mask of Zorro 
2.30pm. 5.15pm. 8.15pm The 
Prince of Egypt 5.30pm Zakiim 
phone For details 

EDMONTON 

‘ LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
886990) 0 Tottenham Hide 54 
4.40pm. 6.50pm, 9pm Aa Ab Laut 
Chakui 4.25pm, 8.1 5pm Bulworth 
3.30pm, 6.15pm, 8.50pm Enemy 
of The State 3pm. 6pm. 9.1 0pm. 
9.55pm Uttle Vbice 3.45pm, 
6.20pm. 8.40pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 5.30pm Meet Joe Black 4pm. 
7.50pm The Opposite or Sex 
4.1 5pm. 7. T 5pm. 9.50pm The Ffer- 
ent Trap 3.40pm. 6.35pm Practi- 
cal Magic 4.30pm. 7pm, 9.30pm 
Rush Hour 10.10pm The Siege 
4.10pm. 6.55pm. 9.40pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 4.50pm. 7.20pm 
What Dreams May Come 8.30pm 

FEUHAM 

CINEWORLD THE MOVIES (0 1 8 1 - 
867 0555) BR: Fdttem AA AB Laut 
ChaUn 1 1.55am, 3.30pm. 7.05pm 
Bade Dilwala 4.15pm. 9.15pm 
Bulworth 11.50am. 2.20pm, 
4.50pm, 7.20pm, 9.50pm Enemy 
of The State 1.1 Opm. 3.45pm. 
6.30pm. 9. 1 0pm Hum Aapke Hain 
Koun.J 11.1 5am. 1pm, 2.45pm. 
4.35pm. 6.20pm. 8.05pm, 9.45pm 
Hu hi lb Ham, 2.15pm. 8pm Kuch 
Kuch Hota Hal 11.10am. 2.40pm. 
6.10pm. 9.40pm Uttle Voice 
12 noon. 2 J0pm,4.40pm. 7.10pm, 
9.25pm The Mask of Zorro 
1 .30pm. 7.30pm Meet Joe Black 

I. 05pm, 4.30pm. 8pm The Oppo- 
site of Sex 1 1 .30am. 2pm. 4.30pm. 
7pm. 9.30pm Practical Magic 

II. 35am. 2pm. 4.25pm, 7pm. 
9.20pm Psycho 9.35pm The Siege 
12 noon. 2.20pm. 4.40pm, 7.10pm. 
9.25pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 2 noon, 2.15pm, 4.45pm. 7.15pm 
Zakhm 5.30pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) ■©■ East Finchley/FTnchley 
Central Bulworth 1.50pm. 4.15pm. 
6.S0pm. 9.30pm Enemy Of The 
State 3pm. 6pm. 9pm Uttle Voice 
1.10pm, 3.40pm, 6.15pm. 8.45pm 
The Mask of Zorro 7pm, 9.40pm 
Meet Joe Black 1pm, 4.40pm. 
8.30pm Practical Magic 1.30pm. 
3,50pm, 6.30pm, 9.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.15pm, 4.05pm 
The Siege 2pm. 4.50pm, 7.20pm, 
9.50pm Star Trek; Insurrection 
2pm, 4,25pm, G.40pm, 9.10pm 


FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3059} & Finchley Road Bulworth 
2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm. 9.30pm Ene- 
my of The State lpm. 3.35pm. 
6.20pm. 9.20pm Uttle Voice 
1.50pm. 4pm. 6.15pm. 8.30pn-< 
The Mask of Zorro 3.45pm. 
9.15pm Meet Joe Black l.25pm. 
5.05pm. 8.45pm The Opposite of 
Sex 2.20pm, 4.40pm. 7.20pm. 
9.50pm Practical Magic 1.15pm. 
3.50pm. 6.30pm, 9.10pm The 
Siege 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 6.50pm. 
9.40pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.10pm, 6.40pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1 724) ■& Golders 
Green Meet Joe Black 2.45pm. 
7.25pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101) BR: 
Greenwich Bulworth 4.35pm, 
6.55pm. 9.1 5pm Hilary And Jack- 
ie 3.45pm. 6.15pm, 8.45pm Uttle 
Voice 4.55pm, 7pm. 9.05pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) e Belsize 
Park Enemy of The 5tate 8.1 5pm 
Utde Voice 2pm. 4. 1 5pm, 6.30pm. 
8.45pm Meet Joe Black 3pm. 
7.20pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
2.40pm, 5.50pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (0181 -426 0303) 
G Harrow on the HiH/Harrow & 
Wealdsrone Doll Sajake Rakhna 
1. 30pm Fire 8.45pm Hu Tu Til 
1 .30pm, 5pm, 8.45pm The Soldier 
(Asian Film) 5pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) ■©■ Harrow on the Hill 54 
7.30pm. 9.40pm Bulwortii 1 .30pm. 
3.50pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm Enemy 
of The State 12.10pm, 3pm. 
5.55pm, 9pm Uttle Voice 1 .05pm, 
3.35pm, 6.10pm. 8.30pm The 
Mask of Zorro 9.20pm Meet Joe 
Black 1 2.20pm, 4pm. 8pm The op- 
posite of Sex 11.30am, 2pm. 
4.30pm, 6.45pm. 9.10pm Practical 
Magic 1.30pm. 4.10pm, 6.50pm, 
9.30pm The Siege 12.55pm, 
3.25pm. 6.05pm. 8.40pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 12noon. 2.20pm, 
4.40pm, 7pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) O Hol- 
loway Road/Archway 54 2.35pm. 
4.45pm. 6.55pm. 9.05pm Bul- 
worth 1.25pm. 3.50pm, 6.15pm, 
8.50pm Enemy of The 5tate 
2.50pm. 5.40pm, 8.30pm Uttle 
Voice 1.35pm, 4pm. 6.25pm, 
8.50pm The Mask of Zorro 
1 2.35pm, 5.55pm Meet Joe Black 
12.20pm, 4pm, 7.20pm Practical 
Magic 1.35pm. 4pm. 6.25pm. 
8.50pm The Siege 12.30pm. 
3.1 5pm. 6pm, 8.45pm Star Trisk: 
Insurrection 3.30pm. 8.55pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007 J «■ Gants 
Hill Enemy of The State 3pm, 
8.10pm Little Voice 1.50pm, 
4.4 0pm, 6.30pm. 8.50pm Meet Joe 
Black 12 noon. 3.40pm. 7.20pm 
Practical Magic 1.20pm, 3.50pm. 
6.10pm, 8.40pm The Siege 
12.10pm, 2.50pm, 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 12.20pm, 
5.50pm 

KINGSTON UPON THAMES 

ABC OPTTON5 (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston Enemy of The State 
2.25pm. 8.05pm Meet Joe Black 
2.15pm. 7.15pm Practical Magic 
2.25pm, 6.05pm, 8.30pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 5.30pm 

MUSWELLHILL 

ODEON (08705- 050007) O High- 
gate Little Voice 1 .05pm. 3.05pm. 
5.05pm. 7.05pm, 9.05pm The 
Mask of Zorro 1.25pm Meet Joe 
Black 4.10pm, 7.40pm Practical 
Magic 1.1 Opm. 3.50pm, 6.15pm, 
8.40pm 

PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Peckham Rye Bulworth 4.20pm. 
6.45pm. 9,10pm Enemy of The 
State 3.55pm, 6.30pm. 9.05pm Lit- 
tle Voice 5.05pm. 7.1 Opm, 9.1 5pm 
Meet Joe Black 5pm, 8.30pm 
Practical Magic 4.50pm. 7.15pm. 
9.30pm The Siege 4.15pm, 
6.50pm. 9.2 0pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Parley 
Uttle Voice 6.10pm. 8.30pm Meet 
Joe Black 7.1 Opm Psycho 5.10pm. 
8.10pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401} e Putney 
Bridge. BR: Putney Uttle Voice 
1.15pm. 3.45pm, 6.15pm, B.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 3.25pm. 7.15pm 
£"*5*31 Magic 1.15pm, 3.45pm, 
6.05pm. 8.25pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/G- 
RiChmond Hilary And Jackie 
3 -20pm. 6.10pm, 9 pm 
SfiS ^P" 1 - 4-20pm, 7pm. 
9.30pm Practical Magic 1.20pm. 
3.50pmm. 6.20pm. 9 .20pm 


Z> 





6/LISTINGS 



ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/© Richmond Bulworth 1.40pm. 
4.10pm. 6.50pm. 9.20pm Enemy 
oF The State 3.20pm. 9pm n*e 
Mash of Zotto 12.30pm. 6.10pm 
Meet Joe Black 1 2.20pm. 4.30pm. 
8.20pm The Siege 1 2.40pm. 
3 20pm. 6.20pm. 9.10pm 

ROMFORD „ „„ „ 

ABC (0870-902041 91 BR: Romford 
Meet Joe Black 2.20pm. 7.20pm 
Practical Magic 2.30pm. 5.55pm. 
8 25pm The Siege 2.15pm. 
5.30pm. 8.10pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 
050007) BR: Romford Enemy or 
The State 1 2.30pm. 3.10pm. 
5.45pm. 8.30pm Little Voice 
1.30pm. 4pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm 
The Mask of Zorro 2.15pm, 
5.15pm. 8.15pm Meet Joe Black 
12.30pm. 4pm. 7.30pm The Par- 
ent Trap 12.45pm, 3.30pm Prac- 
tical Magic 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.20pm. 8.45pm Psycho 6.30pm. 
3.50pm The Siege 12.45pm. 
3.15pm. 5.50pm, 8.20pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm 

SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-5551 31) BR; SWcup Ue- 
tJe Voice 3.45pm, 6. 1 5pm. 8.45pm 
Meet Joe Black 3.15pm. 7.15pm 

STAPLES CORNER 

VIRGIN (0870-90707 1 7) BR: Crick- ■ 
iewood Bui worth 1 . 1 5pm. 3.50pm. 
6.20pm. 8.50pm Enemy of The 
State 3pm. 5.50pm. 8.45pm Little 
Vbice 1.45pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 
Meet Joe Blade 12.45pm. 4.30pm, 
8. 15pm Practical Magic 1. 30pm. 
4.15pm. 6.45pm. 9.15pm The 
Siege 1.30pm. 4.05pm. 6.35pm, 
9.15pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Antz 1.40pm Meet 
.’oe Black 3.40pm. 7.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.50pm Psycho 
2 20pm. 5.55pm. 8.25pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.40pm 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
StTearham Hill/© Brlxton/CIapham 
Common Bulworth 1 .30pm. 
3.50pm, 6.10pm. 8.30pm Enemy 
of The State 12.10pm. 2.55pm, 
5.40pm. 8 ,25pm Utcle Vbice 
1.20pm. 3.40pm. 6pm. 8.20pm 
Practical Magic 1.10pm. 3.40pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm The Siege l pm. 
3.30pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm 

STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/© 
Stratrord East Bulworth 4pm. 
6.5Qpm. 9.10pm Little Voice 
1.35pm. 3.45pm. 6.1 5pm. 8.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 1.15pm, 4.45pm, 
3.15pm Practical Magic 2pm. 
4.15pm. 6.35pm. 9pm The Prince 
of Egypt 7.45pm 

SURREY QUAYS 

UC1 (0990 888990) © Surrey 
Quays Bulworth 4. 10pm. 7.20pm. 
9.50pm Enemy of The State 3pm. 

5 50pm. 8.45pm Little Voice 
3 50pm. 6.20pm. 8.30pm The 
.Mask of Zorro 3.40pm Meet Joe 
3lack 4.30pm. 8.10pm The Oppo- 
site of Sot 4pm. 7pm. 9.45pm Prac- 
tical Magic 4.20pm. 6.35pm. 9pm 
Sounders 3.30pm. 6.30pm The 
Siege 6. 40pm. 9.30pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 3.30pm. 9.20pm 

SUTTON 

JCI 6 (0990-333990) BR: Sut- 
,cn © Morden Enemy of The State 
? '^pm, 6.30pm. 9,15pm Little 
Voice 4 1 5pm. 6.40pm. 9pm The 
Mask of Zorro 3.30pm Meet Joe 
3l3Ck 6.45pm. 8.30pm The Oppo- 
site of Sex 6.5upm. 9.40pm Prac- 
tical Magic 4pm. 6.20pm. 8.45pm 
Sounders 7pm The Siege 9.30pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 4.30pm 

TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-883 2519) © 
Turnpike Lane Enemy Of The State 
rpm. 5 45pm. 8 20pm Meet Joe 
Slack 3.30pm. 7.25pm The Siege 
: 35pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 0500071 © 

.1 -bridge Meet Joe Black 12.1 5pm. 
?.55pm. 7.35pm Practical Magic 
1 pm. 4pm. 6.25pm. 8.50pm 

LVALTHAMSTOW 

*3C (0870-9020424) © Walrham- 
jcowi Central Little Vbice 1.30pm. 
4pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm Meet Joe 
Slack 2.10pm. 7.20pm Psycho 
2pm. 5.10pm. 8.20pm 

WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Thames Lit- 
tle Voice 3. 30pm. 6.40pm, 8.50pm 
Meet Joe Bladi 3pm. 7.15pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
c/iftam Enemy of The State 3pm, 
5.45pm. 8.20pm Lltde Voice 3pm, 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 

VUELLESDEN 

3ELLE-VUE (0181-830 0822) © 
Willesden Green The Prince of 
Egypt 4.45pm Psycho 6.30pm, 
9pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/© 
Wimbledon/© South Wimbledon 
Enemy of The State 2.30pm. 
1.25pm. 8. 20pm Little Voice 2pm. 

■|. 1 5pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm Meet Joe 
3lack 12.25pm. 3.55pm. 7.30pm 
Practical Magic 1.30pm. 3.50pm. 
6.1 5pm. 8.45pm The Siege 6pm. 
:1.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 45pm, 3.50pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) © South 
WoodFord Little Vblce 2.10pm, 
4.20pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm Meet Joe 
Black 2.30pm. 7.30pm The Siege 
2.40pm. 5.45pm. 8.20pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR; 
Woolwich Arsenal The Mask OF Zor- 
ro 4pm. 8 10pm Practical Magic 
4pm, 6.15pm. 8.40p'm 


Cinema 

repertory 


LONDON 

CINE LUM1ERE Queen sberry Place. 
SW7 (01 71 -838 21 44/21 46) Classe 
de Neige (Class Trip) (Nq 6.30pm. 
3.30pm 

NFT South Bank. SE1 (0)71-928 
32321 The Spanish Prisoner (PG) 
2 . 30pm. 6.30pm The Caine Mutiny 
(NC) 6.10pm The Day of the Trif- 
Hds (NC) 7.30pm Icons And Icon- 
oclasts: Auant Garde (NC) 3.30pm 
The Merchant of Four Seasons (1 8) 
5.45pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
VVC2 (01 71 -437 8181) Year of the 
Horse (15) I pm Fire (15) 3.45pm 
Snake Eyes (1 5) 6.30pm The Wed- 
ding Singer (12) 9pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road. W6 (0171-420 0100) 
The Piano ( 1 5) 6.30pm + The Gov- 
•-mess 8.50pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford. Middlesex (0181- 
568 1176) Sitcom (18) 4.45pm. 
9pm Elizabeth (15) 6.45pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S (01 273-602503) 
On Connait la Chanson (PG) 2pm 
Sitcom (18) 4.30pm. 8.50pm The 
Boys (18) 6.45pm 

BRISTOL 

CUBE (01 14-907 4J9J) Caresses 
(18) 9.30pm 

WATERS HH) (01 17-925 3845) i Sit- 
com (18) 6pm Little voice (15 
6.05pm The Add House (18) 
8. 1 5pm Hamam: The Turkish Bath 
(NC) 8.30pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS (01 223-504444) The Apple 
(Sib) (PG) 1 .1 5pm. 7.30pm s (PI) 
(15) 3.30pm. 9.30pm Man with a 
Movie Camera (PG)/Un Chren An- 
dalou (18) 5pm 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE ( 01 
399666) La Grande Illusion (U) 
7.30pm Bulworth (18) 8pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW FWW FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Dr Dolittfe (PG) 2 pm 
Firelight (IS) 3.45pm Dandngat 
Lughnasa (PG) 6.30pm A Soldier's 
Daughter Never Cries (15) 8.45pm 

IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE (01473-215544) 
Dancing at Lughnasa (PG) 2.30pm 
The Philadelphia Story (U) 2.30pm. 
6.15pm On Connait la Chanson 
(PG) 6pm. 8.30pm 

LEICESTER 

PHOENIX ARTS (0116-255 4854) 
P6p6 le Moko (15) 6.05pm The 
Knowledge of Hearing (PG) 8.30pm 

NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas 
(18) 2.30pm. 8.15pm Storefront 
Hitchcock (NC) 5.45pm 

CINEMA 

COUNTRYWIDE 

BRISTOL 

ABC WHITE LADIES ROAD (01 1 7- 
973 3640): Meet Joe Black (12): 
The Prince of Egypt (U); Psycho 
(15): Star Trek: Insurrection (PG) 

ARNOLHNI (01 1 7-929 9191); Love 
is the Devil ( 1 8): My Life and limes 
with Antonin Artaud (NQ: Ftaunders 
(15); Yfear oF Che Horae (15) 

dNEWORLD THE MOVIES (01 275- 
831099): 54 (15): Ann (PG); Babe: 
Pig in the City (U): Bulworth ( 1 8); 
Casper (PG): Elizabeth (15): Ene- 
my of the State (15); Hum Aapke 
Dil Mein Rehte Hain (U): Aa Ab 
Laut Chalain (pg); Little Voice 
(15); Lock. Stack & Two Smoking 
Barrels (18): The Mask of Zorro 
(PG); Meet Joe Btacfc (12): The Par- 
ent Trap (PG); Practical Magic (12): 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Psycho 
(15): Rush Hour (15); The Siege 
(15); Small Soldiers (PG): Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG): Toy Story (PG1 

ODEON (08705-050007): Dr Dotic- 
tle (PG); Enemy of the State (15): 
Hope Floats (PG): Mulan (U): The 
Parent Trap (PG): Practical Magic 
(1 2); The Siege (15): Star Trek: In- 
surrection (PG) 

ORPHEUS HENLEAZE (0117-962 
1644): Elizabeth (15); Fear And 
Loathing in Las Vegas (18): Meet 
Joe Black (12): The Parent Trap 
(PG): The Prince of Egypt (U|: Star 
Trek: Insurrection (PG) 

SHOWCASE (0117-9723800): 54 
(15): The Acid House (18): Antz 
IPG): Babe: Pig in the City (U): Bul- 
worth (18): Enemy OF the State 
(15); Little Voice (15); The Mask 
of Zorro (PG): Meet Joe Black (12): 
The Opposite oF Sex (18): The Par- 
ent Trap (PG): Practical Magic (1 2): 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Psycho 
(15): Rush Hour (15); The Siege 
( 1 5): Small Soldiers (PG): Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG): There's Some- 
thing About Mary (15) 

WARNER VILLAGE (0117-950 
02 22). 54 (15): Antz (PG): Babe: 
Pig in the Gty (U): Blade ( 1 8): Bul- 
worth (18): Enemy of the State 
(15): Little Vbice (15). The Mask 
of Zorro (PG): Meet Joe Black (12): 
Mulan (U): The Parent Trap (PG): 
Paws (PG): Practical Magic (12): 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Psycho 
(15): Rush Hour (15): Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan (15); The Siege (15): 
Small Soldiers (PG); Scar Trek: In- 
surrection (PG) 

CARDIFF 

ABC (0541-555178): Babe: Pig in 
the Gty (U): Enemy of the Stare (1 5); 
Meet Joe Black (12); The fttnceof 
Egypt (U): Psycho 115): Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG): Zulu (1 5) 

CAPITOL ODEON (08705-050007): 
August (PG): Babe: Pig hi the City 
(U); Enemy of che State (15): The 
Englishman Who Went Up A Hill. 
But Came Down A Mountain (PG): 
Meet Joe Black ( 1 2); Mrs Brown 
(PG): Practical Magic (12): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Psycho (15): 
Shadowlands (U): The Siege (1 5): 
Star Trek: Insurrection (PG) 

MONICO (01222-693426): Little 
Voice (15): Meet Joe Black (12) 

ODEON (08705-050007): Antz 
(PG): The Edge (15): Legends of 
the Fall (15): Utcle Voice (15): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG): The Parent 
TTap (PG) 

UQ 1 2 (0990-883990): 54 (T 5): Antz 
(PG): Babe: Pig ki the Gty (U): Bul- 
worth (18): Eneny of die State (15): 
Hideous Kinky ( 1 5): Aa Ab Laut Cha- 
lain (pg): Utcle Voice (15): Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrets (18); 
The Mask of Zorro (PG); Meet Joe 
Black (12); Mulan (U): The Parent 
Trap (PG); Practical Magic (12): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Psycho (15); 
Rush Hour (15); Saving Private Ryan 
(1 5}; The Siege (1 5); Small Soldiers 
(PG): Star Tiek: Insurrection (PG): 
Velvet Goldmine (18) 

MAIDSTONE 

ABC (0870-9020405); Uttfe Voice 
( 1 5) : Meet Joe Black ( 1 2); The Par- 
ent Trap (PG); The Prince of Egypt 
(U): The Siege (15) 

OOEON LOCH MEADOW (08705- 
050007); Antz (PG): Enemy of die 
State (15); George of the Jungle 
(U): Little Vbke (1 5): The Mask of 
Zorro (PG); Meet Joe Black (12): 
Mulan (U): The Parent Trap (PG): 
nacdeal Magic (12): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Psycho (1 5): Rush Hour 
(1 5): The Siege (1 5): Sman SoWiers 
(PG); Star Trek: Insurrection (PG) 

WATFORD 

WARNER VILLAGE (01923- 
682244): Antz (PG): Babe: Pig in 
the City (U): Bulworth (18): Ene- 
my of the State ( 1 5): Utcle Vbice 
(1 5): The Mask of Zorro (PG); Meet 
Joe Black (12): Mulan (U); The Par- 
ent Trap (PG): Paws (PG): Practi- 
cal Magic (12): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): The Siege (IS): Star 
Trek: Insurrection (K3) 


Theatre 


West End 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day: times and prices for the week: 
running times include Intervals. • 
— Seats at all prices I — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [1 J: Sun. [3J: Tue. [4]: 
Wed. [5): Thur. [6|: Fti. 17]: Sat 

» ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn’s new comedy about 
a dinner parly which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars Fe- 
licity Kendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(01 7 1-494 5065) © Pfcc Ore. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, J5J[7J 3pm. £19.50- 
£27.50 E12.50-E17.50 (restricted 
views). 130 mins. 

• AMADEUS David Suchet stare 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer's ac- 
claimed drama based on the life of 
Mozart Old Vic The Cut. SE1 (0171- 
928 761 6/CC 420 0000) BR/© Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.3.0pm. [4||71 
2.30pm. £10- £30. 180 mins. 

• ANNIE Rags to riches story of the 
optimistic orphan. Victoria Palace 
Victoria Street. SW1 (0171-834 
1317) BR/© Victoria. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. I4)[7] 2.30pm. [1| 4pm. 
£7.50-£32.50. 165 mins. 

I ART Larry Lamb. Jack Dee, Tim 
HeaJy In Tfasmina Reza’s comedy 
about art and friendship. Wynd- 
ham’s Charing Cross Road. WO 
(0171-369 1736/cc 0171-867 
1 1 1? ) © Leic Sq. Tue-Sac 8pm. (4J 
3pm. (71(1 1 5pm. E9.5O-E27.50. 90 
mins. 

I BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on Disney's 
cartoon version of the favourite fauy 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road.Wl (0171-656 1888) ©Tott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (51 (7| 
2.30pm. E18.50-E35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy Rus- 
sell's long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (0171-3691733) 
© Leic Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (5) 3pm, (7( 4pm. £1 1 .50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy HoBy. 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) © Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thu 8pm. Fri 5.30pm & 8. 30pm, 
Sat 5pm & 8.30pm. mats 1 1 1 4pm, 
£ 1 0-E27. half price Friday matinees. 
160 mins. 

•CATS Lloyd Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (01 71 -405 
0072/cc 01 7 1 -404 4079) © Covent 
Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
J3H71 3pm. E12.50-E35. 165 mins. 

Q CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical about two murderous 
women and their nightclub act Adel- 
phi Maiden Lane. WC2 (0171 -344 
0055) © Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
|4][7] 3pm. E16-E36 (Inc booking 
fee). 1 30 mins. 

• THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
AMERICA (ABRIDGED) Reduced 
Shakespeare Company's keenly- 
paced theatrical history lesson. Cri- 
terion Piccadilly Circus. Wl 
(01 71 -369 1 747) © Picc Circ. Tue 
8pm. £6- £2 5. 120 mins’ 

• DR DO LITTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street. W6 
(0171-416 6022) © Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4((71 2.30pm. 
EJ0-E32.50. 150 mins. 

I THE GLORY OF LIVING Drama 
set amongst the trailer parks of 
southern America from new play- 
wright Rebecca Gilman. Royal Court 
Upstairs (at The Ambassadors) 
West Street. WC2 (01 71 -565 5000) 
© Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 6 
Feb. £10. cones £5. 

• GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film about life in an Amri- 
can high schoaL Cambridge Eariham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) © 
Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
(4|[7( 3pm. E10-E30. 150 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah \brk in 
Peter Hall's acclaimed production of 
Wilde's comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WT (0171-494 5045) ©PiCC 
Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (4( 3pm. (7) 
4pm. E8.50-E29 50. 165 mins. 

• AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry’s widely-aedairaed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's thriller Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -494 
5085} © Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.15pm. [4] 2.30pm, (7) 5pm. 
E12-E29.50. 110 mins. 

• INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine's acclaimed musical 
based on the dark side of fairy tales. 
Don mar warehouse Eariham Street. 
WC2 (0171-369 1732) ©Covent 
Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (4)[7| 
2.30pm. £15-£27.50. 

• THE INVENTION OF LOVE Tom 

Stoppard's play about the life of po- 
et A E Houseman, author of The 
Shropshire Lad. Theatre Royal. 
HaymarketHaymarhec.SWI (0171- 
930 8800) © Pkc Ore. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm. (4J[7J 2.30pm. booking to 
Apr 24. £!Q-£32.50. 

•JESUS, NIY BOY Tom Conti stars 
in John Dowries alternative Christ- 
mas show. Apollo Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. Wl (0171-494 5070} © Picc 
Grc Tue-Fri 8pm, Sac 5pm 6 8pm. 
|1] 3pm dr 5pm. ends 6 Feb. £5.50- 
£18.50. 

• KAFKA’S DICK Eric Sykes and 
Julia Mackenzie star in Alan Ben- 
nett’s comedy about the moribund 
writer Piccadilly Denman Street. Wl 
(01 7 1 -369 1 734) © Picc Grc. In rep 
tonight 8pm, ends Feb 26. £1 2-E30. 

• LITTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stare as the 
revolutionary activist in David Hal- 
liwell’s drama. Comedy Pan ton 
Street. SW1 (0171-369 1731) © 
Picc Grc. Mon-Sat 8pm. [5J|7] 
3pm. ends 13 Mar. £7«£27.50. 

I LORD OF THE FUES Stage ver- 
sion of William Golding's classic tale 
of the tragedy which befalls school- 
boys living on a deserted island. Lyric 
Hammersmith King Street. W6 0 
(0181-741 231 1) ©Hammersmith. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. mat today 1 ,30pm. 
ends 6 Feb. £5-£16. 

• THE MEMORY OF WATER Al- 
ison Steadman and Julia Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother's funeral. Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/© Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
15(171 3pm. E10-E27.50. 

I LEG MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of victor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece. Palace Siaftesbury Avenue. 
Wl (0171-434 0909)©Picc Circ. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5)171 2.30pm. 
E7-E35 195 mins. 


• MISS SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets the Mato Buttoft/ tragedy to 
Vietnam Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street, WC2 (01 71 - 
494 5060) © Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. 14([7J 3pm, £5.75-£35. 
165 mins. 

• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit just keeps on 
naming. St Martin's Wfest Street. 
WC2 (0171-836 1443) © Leic Sq. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, [3] 2.45pm, [7| 
5pm. £10-£24.50- 135 mins. 

» OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stars in the National's acclaimed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein's cowbqy versus farmhand 
miqcipai Lyceum Wellington Street, 
WC2 (0870-606 344&fct 606 6446) 
© Charing X/Embankment Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, (4)[7| 2.30pm. ends 26 
June. E10-E35. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
opera Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic musicaL Her Majesty's Hay- 
market. SWl (0171-494 5400/cc 
01 7 1-344 4444) © Pkc Ore Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm, [4[[7| 3pm. E10-E35. 
1 50 mins. 

• RENT Musical inspired by tin Bo- 
heme and set in modern day New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (07000-2 1 1 22 J ) © Hol- 
bom/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
[4]J7| 3pm. E12.50-E32.50. 
1 60 mins. 

I RICHARD ID Robert Undsay stars 
as th p histo rical villain. Savoy Strand. 
WC2 (0171-836 8888/cc 0171- 
836 0479) © Charing X/Embank- 
ment. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [7) 2.30pm, 
£10- £27.50. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

• OLIVIER: Peter Pan Stephen Oliv- 
er’s music accompanies the tale of 
the Boy Who Wnud Not Grow Up, 
with Michael Bryant as the Story- 
teller In rep today 2pm. ends 20 Feb. 

» LYTTELTON: The Forest Alan Ay- 
ckbourn's new verson of Ostrovsky's 
black social satire stars Frances de 
lalbur. In rep tonight 7.30pm. 

O COTTESLOE: 


O COTTESLOE: Copenhagen Ni 
drama from Michael Frayn about t 


First Calf • 

IN DAVID HARE'S Plenty, a woman straggles to make 
the a^ustmont^firom wartime Resistance banine to 
peacetime -wife of a career diplomat JEvehtsiaHy, she 
leaves her husband and drifts towards a series ©f 
escapi st exp eriences including an encounter with a 
fellow Wwil comrade. Cate Rlanchett (right) takes 
the leadjofe/with Duncan Debra Gfltettanfl Julian 

Wflrihfrni: riimrtPri hy Jn nAthnn Knnf . 

AJbery Theatre. St Martirts Lane, London WC2 
<01 71-3591730) [opens 15Apr. ... A- 

Last Cafl . 

EX-LEAD SINGER with The Teardrop Explodes, Julian 
Cope recently swapped the role of maverick musician 
for spotter of preMstoric sites. His . hook, The Modem 
Antiquarian, which tookeight years to. research, is an 
inspired guide to thecountryside, Expect pop music, 
poetry and history On Cope’s national , tour this month. 
Stables Theatre, MOton Keynes (01908 583928) 4 Mar;. 
Sadis Benny Theatre, Brighton f 01273 709709) 5 Mar, 
Junction, Cambridge (01223 511511) 7 Mar; dee 
Chib, Birmingham {0121-543 6101). 9 Mar; Arts Centre, 
Gloucester (01452 505089) U Mai] ; Watershed, Bristol. 
(01179 2990081 12 Mar 


TRICYCLE THEATRE The Colour of 
Justice Dramatisation of the Stephen 
Lawrence case. Mon-Fri 7.45pm, Sat 
4pm & 8pm. ends 6 Feb. £8- 
£13.50. Kilbum High Road, NW6 
(0171-328 1000) ©Kilbum. 


THEATRE 

COUNTRYWIDE 


i New 
tthe 

dbcomyof the atom. In rep tonight 
7.30pm, ends 27 Jan. 1 45 mins. 

I NT2000: Hobson’s Choke Car- 
oline Quentin reads from Harold 
Brigh ouse’s memorable drama. 
Tonight 6pm. OHvler & Lyttelton: £8- 
£27. Cottesloe: E12-E18. NT2000: 
£4. cones £3. Day seats from 1 0am. 
South Bank. SE1 (0171-452 3000). 
BR/© Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
I THE BARBICAN: The Merchant 
Of Venice RSC production of Shake- 
speare's drama about love and mon- 
ey. In rep tonight 7.15pm. ends 9 
Mar. 1 80 mins. 

O THE PTC Shadows: Riders To 
The Sea 6 The 5hadowoM1ie Glen 
& Purgatory Triple-bill of drama by 
WB Yeats and JM Synge, in rep 
tonight 7. 1 5pm. ends 27 Mar. Bar- 
bican Theatre: E5-E27. The Pit £11- 
£18.50. Barbican Centre. EC2 
(0171-638 8891). BR/© Barbl- 
can/Mcorgate. 

0 SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium Ar- 
gyll Street. Wl 101 7 1 -494 5020) © 
Oxford Otc. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4j|7| 
2.30pm. E10-E32 50. 135 mins. 

• THE SNOWMAN Award-winning 
production of Raymond Briggs's con- 
temporary classic. Sadler's Weds At 
The Peacock Portugal Street. WC2 
(0171 -86 38222)© HolbomTem- 
ple. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 30 Jan. 
E7.50-E32 50 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's hi-tech roller-musi 
cal Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SWl (0171-416 6070) BR/© Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sar 7.45pm. [3]|7] 3pm. 
E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 

1 THE SIREE T OF CROCODILES 

Bruno Scultz's short stories provide 
the inspiration for Theatre de Cora- 
plicite’s acclaimed and absurdist 
dr ama. Queen's Shaftesbury Avenue. 
W I (0171 -494 5040/CC 07 7 1 -344 
4444) ©Picc Ore. Tue-Sat 8pm. [7| 
*pm. (1 ] 5pm. erds 20 Feb. £6-£25. 

» THINGS INE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn's 
comedy. Duchess Catherine Street, 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 0171- 
344 4444) © Covenr Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (51(7] 3pm. ends 30 
Jan. E15-E27.50. 140 mins. 

O VASSA Howard Davies directs 
a new stage version of Maxim 
Gorky’s tale of a matriarch and her 
downtrodden family. Albery St Mar- 
tin's Lane, WC2 (0171-369 1730) 
©LeicSq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5|(7| 
3pm. ends 27 Mar. £5-£29.50. 

• THE IMEIR Conor McPherson’s 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
York’s) St Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 50001 ©Leic Sq/Ctar- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4([7] 
3.30pm. £5-£25. 90 mins. 

• WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
musicaL attempting to recreate the 
(eel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince of Wales Coventry Street. Wl 
(0171-839 5972) © Leic Sq/Picc 
Circ. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5]{7j 3pm. 
£13.50- £35. 160 mins. 

D WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lioyd Webber’s new musical based 
on the film of the same name. Ald- 
wych Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000/cc 0171-836 2428) © Hol- 
bom Mon-Sat 7.45pm. |5||7] 3pm. 
£10-£32.50. 120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su 

san Hill's chillin g ghost story: Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238'cc 01 7 1 -344 4444) © Govern 
Garden'Holbom. Mon-Sat 8pm. |3| 
3pm. [7| 4pm. E8.50-E23.50. 1 10 
mins. 


THEATRE 

beyond the west end 

ARTS THEATRE Krapp’S Last 
Tape Edward FWheAridge performs 
Samuel Beckett's melacboiic piece. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, mats Frl £r Sat 
5.30pm. ends 6 Feb. E11-E15. 
Great Newport Street. WC2 (01 7 1 - 
336 3334/cc 741 9999) © Leices- 
ter Square. 

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE Perfect 
Days Poignant comedy about one 
woman's desire for motherhood. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. mat Sat 3.30pm. ends 
30 Jan. E9-£l6. cones £6. Avenue 
Road. NW3 (0171-722 9301} © 
Swiss Cottage. 

LA2 You’ll Have Had Your Hole 
Irvine Welsh’s modern revenge 
tragedy. Mon-Sac 8pm. ends 27 Mar. 
Mon-Thur E14.75. Fri-Sat £16.74. 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -434 
0403) ©Tottenham Court Road. 


BASINGSTOKE 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Corpse 
lan Targett and Ian Lindsay star m 
Gerald Moon's high-camp comedy 
thriDer about a penniless actoc Mon- 
Thur & Sat 7.45pm. Fri 6pm & 9pm. 
ends 6 Feb. E9.50-E15.50. cones 
available. Wote Street (01256- 
465566) 

BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Betrayal Pinter’s 
defining work stars Imogen Stubbs 
and Douglas Hodge. 26 & 27 Jan. 
7.30pm, 28-30 Jan. 8pm. £9- 
£22.50, cones available. Sawdose 
(01225-448844) 

BRISTOL 

NEW VIC STUDIO Freebird Jon 
fray's black comedy about three 
raotorcyle couriers on a mission to 
cormvalL Mon-Wed 7.30pm. Thur- 
Sat 8pm. ends 30 Jan. £9. cones £6. 
King Street (0117-987 7877) 

THEATRE ROYAL Mother Goose 
Panto extravaganza about the fabled 
fowl 26-30 Jan. 7.15pm. 28-30 Jan. 
2.1 5pm. £3-E1 6 King Street (01 1 7- 
987 7877) 

CHELTENHAM 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Abigail's 
Party Steven Pmder <Brookaide’s 
Max Famham * stars in Mike Leigh's 
comedy about soda! niceties in 1970s 
suburbia. 26-29 Jan. 7.45pm. 30 Jan. 
2.30pm & 3pm. £5.50-£15. Regent 
Street (01242-5725731 

GUILDFORD 

YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE 
Sleuth Peter Bowles and Michael 
Maloney stan Mon-Thur 7.45pm. Fn- 
Sat 8pm. mats Thur & Sat 2.30pm. 
ends 30 Jan. £10 50-E20 50. cones 
available. Millbrook (01463-440000) 

LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Singin' in 
the Rain High water mark of Amer- 
ican musicals. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. ends 
6 Feb. E7-E19.50. Belgrave Gate 
(0116-253 9797} 

LINCOLN 

THEATRE ROYAL Girls' Night Out 
in Ibiza Lads and lasses in a steam- 
ing frenzy, Ibiza style. Tue-Fri 
7.30pm. Sat 6pm £r 9pm. ends 6 
Feb. £9-£I3.50. Ciaskecgare 
(01522-525555) 

PLYMOUTH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and the 
Beanstalk Gladiator Scorpio and 
Su Pollard climb the giant beanstalk. 
26-30 Jan. 2.30pm d 7.30pm. £6- 
£15.50. Royal f^rade South (01 752- 
267222) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE The Holly 
and the Ivy Though-provoking .study 
of life in a vicarage from Middle 
Ground Theatre. 26-30 Jan. 7.45pm. 
£1 1 .50. cones £7.50. Kingland Road 
(01202-685222) 

READING 

THE MILL AT SONNING Two Dozen 
Red Roses Comic love story set in 
romantic Rome. Tue-Sat 8.15pm. 
mats Sat 2.15pm. ends 20 Feb. 
£21.95-532. 95 mcJ meal. Sonning 
Eye (01 18-969 8000) 

SALISBURY 

SAUSBURY PLAYHOUSE Blithe 
Spirit Noel Coward's comedy is re- 
vived for his centenary. Mon -Wed 
7.30pm. Thur-Sat 8pm. ends 13 Feb. 
£9-£15. Malt house Lane (01722- 
320333) 

SOUTHAMPTON 
MAYFLOWER THEATRE Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears Frank Bruno, 
Karl Rowman and Emily Symons in 
this star-studded panto. Tonight 
7pm. ends 14 Feb E7.50-E17.50. 
cones available. Commercial Road 
(01703-71 1811) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Winter’s Tale Seasonal tale of 
obsessive jealousy directed by Gre- 
gory Doran. Today ).30pm & 
7.30pm, ends * Mar. E7-E30 Wa- 
terside (01789-295623) 

SWAN THEATRE A Month in the 
Country Brian Friers adaptation of 
Ttirgenev's portrait of aD-consuming 

sexual desire. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 
20 Feb. £5-£30. Waterside (01 789- 
295623) 

WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE Darkness Falls 
Double bill of sinister drama. Mon- 
Thur 7.45pm. Fri & Sat 8pm, ends 
20 Feb. E4-E15.75. Clarendon Road 
101923-225671) 

WESTCUFF-ON-5EA 
PALACE THEATRE CENTRE Murder 
is Easy Stage adaptation of Agatlia 
Christie's country house murder 
mystery. Mon- 5a 1 8pm. ends 30 Jan. 
£5.5<>£ 14. 50. cones available Lon- 
don Road (01702-342564) 

WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL Motive Kate 
O IHara and Clive Mantle star in Lhis 
murder mystery. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
mats Thur 2.30pm. Sat 4 45pm. 
ends 6 Feb. E6-E25. cones available. 
Thames Street (01 753-853888) 


Exhibitions Classical 


ABERYSTWYTH 
ABERYSTWYTH ARTS CENTRE 
Here to Stay: Arts Coundl Collec- 
tion Purchases Of The 1 990s Con- 
temporary art inspired by domesticity 
and everyday objects. Mon-Sat 9am- 
5pm. ends 30 Jan. free. Penglais 
(01970-623232) 

BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Mary Potter <1900- 
1981) Retrospective of the artists 
largely figurative paintings Mon. Tue 
& Thur-Sat I0am-5pm. Sun 2pm- 
5pm, ends 28 Mar. free. Church 
Street (01273-290900) 

BRISTOL 

ARNOUF1NI Secret Victorians A vi- 
sion of the 19th-century presented by 
20th-century artists. Mon-Sac 1 0am- 
7pm. Sun 12noon-6pm. ends 31 Jan. 
free. Narrow Quay (0 1 1 7-929 9191) 

WATERSHED Places of Presence 
- Newfoundland Kin and Ancestral 
Land: Marlene Creates The Cana- 
dian artist combines objects, pho- 
tographs, torts and hand-drawn 
memory maps. Mon-Sun 9am- 1 1 pm. 
ends 7 Mar. free. Canon's Road 
(0117-925 3845) 

CAMBRIDGE 

FTTZW1LUAM MUSEUM The Soci- 
ety of Three: Whistled Fantin-La- 
tour and Alphonse Legros 
Exhibition of drawing and prints ex- 


CARD1FF 

ST DAVID’S HALL Johann Strauss 

Orchestra/Warren-Green Music by 

the Strauss famQy. with the Johann 
Strauss Dancers. Tonight 7.30pm. 
£1 0.5O-E1 9.50. The Hayes (01 222- 
878V 4) 

LONDON 

BRITTEN THEATRE, ROYAL COL- 
LEGE OF MUSIC Classical Ensem- 
ble/Fhg* Symphonies by Dittersdorf 
and Mozart Tonight 7.30pm. E5-£1 5 
from 01 395 223 4000. Prince Con- 
sort Road. SW7 (0171-591 4314} 
© South Kensington/High Street 
Kensington. 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL Philhar- 
monia/Eschenbach Mozart's last 
Piano Concerto, played by Imogen 
Cooper with Brahms’s Symphony 
No_L Tonight 7.30pm. £5- £30. 
South Bank. SE1 (01 71-960 4242) 
BR/© Waterloo. 

WIGMORE HALL Raphael Wall- 
fisch/Philippe GraMn/Jeremy 
Menuhin Piano Trios by 
Mendelssohn and Schubert Tonight 
7.30pm. El 0-£20. Wigmore Street. 
Wl (0171-935 2141) © Bond 
Street/Oxford uncus. 


of the three artists. Tue-Sat 1 0am- 
5pm. Sun 2.15pm-5pm. ends 14 
Feb. free. Trumpington Street 
(01223-332900) 

CARDIFF 

FFOTOGALLERY Josef Koudelka 
Photographic images in a major ex- 
hibition spread across four galleries. 
Tue-Sac 10am-5.30pm. ends 14 
Feb. free. Charles Street (01222- 
341667) 

LONDON 

BRITISH MUSEUM Building the 
British Museum Tracing the homes 
of the institution from Montagu 
house to the present. Erds 18 Apr. 
£1. cones 50p Pnd entry to Roman 
Baroque Drawings). 

The Golden Sword: Stamford tof- 
fies and The East Artaud artefacts 
exploring the life and work of the 
founder of Singapore. Ends 18 Apr. 
£4. cones £2. 

Roman Baroque Drawings Draw- 
ings from the collection. Mon- Sat 
?03m-5pm. Sun 1 2noon-6pm. ends 
1 8 Apr. £1 . cones 50p (mcl entry ro 
Building the British Museum). Great 
Russell Street. WCI (0171-636 
1 555) © Russell Square-Tot tenham 
Court Road/Holbom. 

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 
John Kobal Photographic Portrait 
Award Sixth annual exhibition of se- 
lected entries. Ends 1 4 Feb. free. 
The Art of Cooking: Barry Mars- 
den Photographs ofcfaefa displayed 
in the cafe. Ends ? Apr. free. 

Gerald Scarfe at Che NPG Political 
caricatures. Mon-Sac 10am-6pm. 
Sun I2noon-6pm. ends 6 Apr. free. 
St Martins Place. WC2 (0171-306 
0055} © Charing Cross. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Mon- 
et the the 20th-Century Paintings 
made in the later years of the great 
Impressionist's life. Mon-Thur. Sun 
9am-6pm, Fri & Sat 9am-10pm. 
ends 18 Apr. £9. cones £6. child (1 2- 
18) £3. child (8-1 1) £1 .50. Burling- 
ton House. Piccadilly. Wl (0171-413 
1 7 1 7 1 © Green Park. 

TATE GALLERY Art Now 1 6: Some- 
thing is Missing - Jean-Marc Bus- 
tamante Installation exploring 
international cities in photographs 
Ends 31 Jan. 

Turner in the Alps Works on paper 
made on Turner's first Alpine trip in 
1802. Ends 14 Feb. 
fri Celebration: The Art of the 
Country House huntings and sculp- 
ture, including work by Canaletto, 
Stubbs and Holbein. Mon-Sun 1 0am- 
5.50pm, ends 28 Feb. free. Millbank. 
SWl (0171-887 8000) © Pimlico. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 
Picasso's Ladies: Wendy tomshaw 
Predous-oietal jewellery. Ends 1 5 
Feb. 

Silver and Syrup: A Selection 
from the Collection Worthy lead- 
ing photographers throughout his- 
tory. Ends 31 Jul. 

Elsewhere - Photographs from The 
Americas and Asia: Henri Cartier- 
Bresson Lesser-known subjects by 
the 90 year-oid photographer. 
Mon-Sun 10am-5.45pm. ends 12 
Apr. £5. cones £3. under 
1 8s/U840,'mems.'dlsabled/NUS/af- 
ter 4.30pm free. Cromwell Road. 
SW7 (0171-938 8441) © South 
Kensington. 

OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Nine- 
teenth-Century French Drawings 
Recent acquisitions alongside fa- 
miliar major drawings. Ends 28 
Feb. 

The Painterly Brush Oil sketches 
dating from the Ifith to the earfy 20th- 
century Ends 2 1 Mar. 

Chinese Silks Brightly coloured 
18th and 19th-century hangings - Tue- 
Sac 10am-4pm. Sun 2pm-4pm, 
ends 28 Feb. free. Beaumont Street 
(01865-278000) 

WOLVERHAMPTON 
WOLVERHAMPTON ART GALLERY 
Disasters of War Canoe. Goya. Dix 
Selections from three artists’ war 
etchings. Mon-Sat 1 0am-5pm. ends 
20 Mar. free. Lichfield Street (01902- 
552055) 


OPERA 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM The Battier 
of Seville Rossini's enduring com- 
edy in a revival ofENO’s production 
originally directed by Jonathan MiHec 
Tonight 7.30pm. £5-£55. Sl Mar- 
tin’s Lane. WQ (0171-632 8300) 
© Leicester Square/Charing Cross. 


EVENTS 


BRIGHTON 

HOLIDAY ON ICE Ice dance ex- 
travaganza with special guest star 
Robin Cousins. Brighton Centre 
Kings Road (0870-900 9100) Fri 
7.30pm. Tue-Thu 2pm. Sat 2pm, 
5nm & 8pm, Sun 2pm. ends 31 Jan. 
£TO_£18jOAP £3.50-£1 4.50, child 
£ 6 . 

LONDON 

THE ART WORKSHOP Activities 
such as mosaics, mirrors, fabric, 

glass and ceramics, plus a bead bar 

to create Valentine gifts. The Art 
Workshop Rosemont Road NW3 
(0171-431 5696) ©Finchley Road. 
Mon-Fri 9.30am-5.30pm. cost of 
materials. 

NINE MOONS: DAVID REDFERN 
Series of collages encompassing the 
moons of Earth, Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus and Neptune in a variety of 
materials. Royal Observatory 
Greenwich National Maritime Mu- 
seum SE10 (0131-312 6735) BR: 
Maze Hill/DLR Greenwich. Mon-Sun 
10am-5pm. ends 30 Apr, Usual ad- 
mission (£5. cones £4. child £2.50. 
family £15). 

MARKET HARBOROUGH 
NAVVIES EXHIBITION Photo- 
graphic exhibition about the navvies 
and their families who set up camp 
along the Great Central Railway 
route. Harborougti Museum Adam 
a Eve Street (01 858-821085) Mon- 
Sat 10am-4.30pm. Sun 2pm-5pm, 
ends 14 Feb. free. 


MUSIC 


DANCE 


CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Stomp Eight performers create a 
witty rhythmic symphony. Tonight 
7.30pm. EI0-E22.50. cones avail- 
able. reductions available for Group 
bootings. OaKIands Park (01243- 
787312) 

LONDON 

STUDIO THEATRE. NORTH WEST- 
MINSTER Union City Dance: base 
uk High energy snow. Tonight 
7.30pm. £6. cones £4. North Wharf 
Road. W2 (0171-641 8424) 
© Edgware Road/toddington. 

SWANSEA 

TALIESIN ARTS CENTRE Nats Nus 
Dance Company: Que Dlus Que 
Quel Tbni Mira’s production. Tonight 
7.30pm. £7.50. cones £5. Singleton 
Park (01792-296883) 


LITERATURE 


LONDON 

BOOKBINDING 1998 Examples 
from the 1998 Bookbinding Compe- 
tition on display alongside short- 
listed novels for the 1998 Booker 
Prize for Fiction. British Lforary Foy- 
er Euston Square NW1 (0171-412 
7760) © Euston/Kings Cross. 
Mon/Wed-Fri 9.30am-6pm. Tue 
9 30am-8pm. Sat 9. 30am -5pm. 
Sun 1 1am-5pm. free. 

TED HUGHES REMEMBERED A 
celebration of the life and work of Ted 
Hughes, with poetry editor and 
broadcaster Graham Fawcett. 
Pkshanger Manor Mattock Lane W5 
(0181 -567 1 227) © Ealing Broad- 
way. Tonight 7.30pm. £5. cones £4. 


Comedy 


BATH 

THE FEZ COMEDY CLUB AT CADIL- 
LACS Surreal Welsh comic Noel 
James. Pierre Hollins, MC Robin 
Ince. Tonight 8pm. Walcot Street 
(01225-464741) £5. cones £4. 

LONDON 

JOHNNY VEGAS AT THE TALK OF 
LONDON The down prince of pot- 
tery mixes audience singalongs with 
masterclass ceramics. Tonight 8pm. 
ends 30 Jan. Ftirter Street, off Drury 
Lane. WC2 (0171-387 2414) 
©Covent Garden. £12. 

JOHN SHUTTLEWOKTH IN KEN'S 
KARVERY AT BLOOMSBURY THE- 
ATRE Graham FbDows, the star of SOO 
Bus Stops and Europigeon enter- 
tains. Tonight 8pm. ends 30 Jan. Gor- 
don Street. WCI (0171-388 8822) 

©Russell Square, Tue-Thu £10, Fri- 

Sat £12. 


Pop 

CAMBRIDGE 

BELLATR1X A rare trip here for the 
it-lanrBc pop charznera who sup- 
ported Blur at home. Boat Race East 
Road (01223-508533) Tonight 8pm. 
phone for prices. - -- ■ 

EXETER 

THE COSRS, PICTURE -HOUSE. 
The Irish roots-tingedeagy listening 
family quartet showcase their mas- 
sve-seffing-^hlkon Cornere” album. 
Westpoint Centre A3052 (01392- 
446000] Tonight 8pm. phone, for 
prices. 

GUILDFORD 

MANS UN New^ Wave-influenced rock 
outfit, whose debut made the top of 
the charts, tour the new album. Six 
Civic Hail London Road (01483- 
444555) Tonight 7.30pm. £9. 

LONDON 

THE MITTENS, DEAD AMERICA 
Big rife and blaring passion from the 
highly charged female-fronted alt- 
roefcers. with muefa attention after (m- 
ty a handfu l of gigs with a borrowed 
Peachfuzz guitarist Barfly at the 
Falcon Royal College Street NW1 
(01 7 1 -482 4808) © Camden Town. 
Tonight 8.30pm. £5. cones £3.50. 

THE SERVANT. ANGELTECH 
Bedraggled stories from the darker 
side ofpost-romo. Upstairs at the 
Garage Highbury Comer N5 (0171- 
607 1818/cc 0171-344 0044) © 
/BR: Highbury & Islington. Tonight 
8.30pm, £5. 


Music 

Jazz, World, folk 

BRENTWOOD 

SPIKE ROBINSON QUARTE 
Mellifluous mainstream tenor saxis 
Hermit Club Shen field Road (01 271 
218897) Tonight 8.30pm. £6. merr 
£4. 

BRIGHTON 

MARK EDWARDS TWO Gifted cm 
temporary pianEL Sussex Arts Chi 
SWp Street (01273.727371) Tonigh 

8.30pm, free. 

LONDON 

MARK CROOKS. NICK RAMM Sa 
ana piano-led modern jazz. 6O1 
Club Lots Road SW10 (0171-35 
5953) © Fulham Broadway/Earl 

fStSSt s - 30pm * ,2mld 

STANLEY TURRENTINE Kinky Bfo 
Note saxjst beloved by the ran 
Sroovers. Ja zz Cafe Parkway NW' 

(0171-9166060)©CarS T Zi 

Tonight 9pm, £16. adv £13.50. 

A CROWD Cabaret revu. 
With totncia Hodge. Steve Ross ant 
Shendan Motley. p- i2 za on thePaS 
Knightsbridge SWl (0171-^1 

g 2 , 7 , 31 ^Vde Park Comer. Tonigh' 
9.15pm & 11.15pm. £20. £18 adv 


Clubs 



LONDON 

FORGERY AT DOGSTAR Patrick 
fforge and Richard Welch play jazzy 
sounds, including bits of disco, 
drum'n'bass, Latin and deep house. 
Tonight 9pm- 2. 3 0am. Coldharbour 
Lane. SW9 (01 7 1 -733 75 1 5) BR/© 
Brlxton. free. 

INDIGO AT MADAME JO JO'S 
Fefohley Hawfccs and DJ Karniinsky 
play easy listening. Tonight 9pm- 
2am. Brewer Street. Wl (0171-734 
2473) ©Piccadilly Circus. £7. cones 
before 10.30pm £5. 


Street Wl (0171- 
Leicester Square. T ( 
£*5. mens £4 
mems £8 (Fri-Sat). 

BILLY JENKINS' ESI 
Tive Bewildering 
guitarist Vortex It, 
Church Street N 1 6 (C 
BR: Stoke Newvin 
9 1 5pm, £7. 


*wi»t joins, 
rary trumpe 
Staff Club. « 
cy (GI703-5C 
£6. NUS £4 
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RADIO 1 

(97B-998MHz FM ) 

6-30 Zoe Bafl. aDO Simon Maya 
V2JOO Kevin Greening. 200 Mark 
Radcfiffe. 4*00 Chris Moyles. &45 
Newsbeat &Q0 Cfive Warren. 

&00 Steve Lamacq - the Evening 
Session. tOJOO Distal Update. 

KUO John Reel 12.00 The Breeze- 
• block. 200 Emma R 400 - 030 
Scott Mia 
RADIO 2 
(B3-9Q2MHZ FM ) 

6-00 Sarah Kennedy. 730 Wteke 
Up to Wogaa 9 l 30 Ken Bruce. 

12j0 O Jimmy Young 200 Ed Stew- 
art 505 Johnnie Walker. 7X10 Alan 
.fcFreeman: Their Greatest Bits, aoo 
Nigel Ogden OjOO Our Pet - SO 
Years n Showbiz. See P/ck of tha 
Day. 10-00 Susan Jeffreys Says 
Make tt a Double. KL3Q Richard 
Alfinson. 1200 Katrina Leskanich. 
200 - 4X0 Alex Lestec 
RADIO 3 
(9Q2-92.4MHZ FM ) 

600 On Air. 

9X0 Masterworks. 

10J30 Artist Of the Week. 
ttOO Sound Stories. 

1200 Composer of the Week: 
Tavener. 

UOO The Radra 3 Lunchtime 
Concert 

200 The BBC Orchestras. 

400 Vbtces. 

4-45 Muse Machine. 

500 In Tune 

7-30 Performance on a A rare op- 
portunity to hear Handers sparkltog 
serenata 'll Peunasso in testa 1 - com- 
posed to celebrate a royal wedding 
to 1734 - in a performance recorded 
it the $97 London Handel Festival 
•ytohairt Lawson, Jert Bern and 
Joanne Lunn (sopranos), 

Deborah Mies-Johnson and Cather- 
ine King (mezzos), Stephen Vhrcoe 
(bass) London Handel 
Orchestra/Denys Darlow 
905 Postscript Five programmes 
in which the work of a writer from the 
past who argued with passion for 
change is introduced by a contem- 
porary outspoken voice 2: Sk 
Stephen Tumim introduces excerpts 
from George Orwelb essay Politics 
and the Engfish Language'. Reader 
Samuel Wfest 

KL20 Mght Visions. The first 
recoidhg of this recent piece by 
Matthew Taykx, played by the Camp- 
Ensemble 


PICK OF THE Day 


COR BLIMEY GUVNOR, a new 
comedy drama about a cheeky 
Cockney con-man. whisked out 
of prison to serve the rest of 
his sentence rehabilitating a 
community centre on a riot-tom 
council estate. Jim Eidridge’s 
Coming Alive (11.30am R 4 ) 
certainly tries to palm you off 
with a few dodgy stereotypes 
(Karl Bowman, in the lead, loud- 
hailers every line), but it has an 


immediately persuasive charm. 

Our Pet (9pm R2) is not a 
homage to a hamster but a 
thoughtful tribute to the biggest- 
selling British female singer 
to date, Fetuia Clark (right), who 
has now had 50 years “in the 
business". Sir Peter Ustinov 
and Honor Blackman are among 
those providing useful links 
between the star and her music. 

Dominic Cavendish 



10-45 Nfight Wteves. How far is it 
posstole for a country to expose the 
fufl truth of its recent history? 

Richard Coles talks to leading South 
African poet and journalist Arrtpe 
Krog, whose new book, ‘Country of 
My Skutr, gives a powerful account 
of the aims and achievements of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commis- 
sion. He also cfecusses a new exhfci- 
tion of African photography since the 
1920s which offers an intimate view 
of social life to Africa. Plus news and 
comment on tonight !s announcement 
of the Whitbread Book Awards. 

1130 Jazz Notes. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Purcell (R) 

100 - 630 Through the Mght 
RADIO 4 

024-94BMHZ FM ) 

6-00 Today. 

930 NEWS; No Triumph, No 
Tragedy. 

930 The New Recruit 

&45 Serial: The Victorian kite met 

1030 NEWS; Vttomanb Hour. 

1130 NEWS; Nature: Startings. 

1130 Coming Alive. See Pick of 
the Day. 

1230 NEWS; You and Yours: 

1237 Weather. 

130 The World at Ona 
130 Fii Orchestra 
230 NEWS: The Archers. 

2J5 Afternoon Pfay: Elemental 
Tales, 

330 NEWS; The Exchange: 0870 

010 0444 

330 The VSaJa (R) 

3-45 This Sceptred Isla 
430 NEWS; The Learning Curve. 


430 Shop Tak 
530 PM. 

537 Waather. 

630 Six O'clock News. 

630 The Cheese Shop Presents - 
the Butter Factor. 

730 NEWS; Tha Archers. 

735 Front Row Mark Lawson 
with the arts programme^ inducing 
an investigation into the relationship 
between piano teacher and pups 
- a time of inspiration and setf-ex- 
presstoc, or fear and loathing across 
the toys? 

7- 45 Inner Voices. ‘Finders Keepers’. 
Written and performed by Rikkfe 
Beadle Blair. With David Squira Di- 
rector Jeremy Mortimer (2/10). 

830 NEYJS] Fie on 4 Doctors to 
the United States say more than a 
hundred thousand people cBe there 
every year because of adverse reac- 
tions to prescribed medtoinea Mark 
Whitaker investigates the scale of 
the problem to Britain and asks 
why we know so Sttie about what 
could be one of the country^ 
biggest kiers. 

8- 40 In Touch. Peter White with 
news for visually impaired people 
930 NEWS; The New Healers. 

Gene therapy promises amazing 
breakthroughs in the treatment of 
human diseases. Rita Carter investi- 
gates the practical and ethical dffi- 
cuftfes involved. 

930 No Triumph, No Tragedy. 
Disabled achievers to the United 
States talk frankly to Peter While 
about how their dtsaMties have af- 
fected their lives. 

1030 The World Tonight 
With Anne McKenzie 


*>-45 Book at Bedtime: The Sound 
of Trumpets: By John Mortimer. 2: 
Terry FStton meet? Agnes Sknccx, 
owner of The Dust Jacket', 
Hartscombels local independent 
bookshop. And what is the mystery 
surrounding Sippy Johnson, 
current at the Skurffeld Young Of- 
fenders Institute? 

UOO NEWS; The Patrick and Mau- 
reen Maybe Music Experience. 
Patrick Bartow and Imelda Staunton 
play Patrick and Maureen They are 
getting on so badly they are forced 
to present their final show from sep- 
arate studios. Even that does not 
stop them quarreling. With Peter 
Jones. Carta Mendonca, John 
Ramm, Simon CreenaS and special 
guest Rachel Weisz. Written by 
Patrick Barlow. 

1130 Talking Pictures. The latest 
film news, with Brian Sibley. 

1230 News. 

1230 The Late Book: Round Ire- 
land with a Fridge, to 1997, as a re- 
sult of a drunken bet, Tony Hawks 
hitchhiked his way around Ireland 
with a fridge 

1248 Shipping Forecast 
130 As World Service 
530 Wbrid News. 

535 Shipping Forecast 
5-40 Inshore Forecast 
5^5 Prayer for the Day. 

5*47 > 630 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 
(198k Hz) 

9-45 - 1030 Daily Service 1230 
- ■034 News; SNpptog Forecast 
534 - 537 Shipping Forecast 
1130 - 1230 Today in Parliament 


Satellite and Cable 


SKY PREMIER 

630 The Angel of Pennsylvania Avenue 
(1996) £*4319). (LOO Stolen WAjmen (096} 
(68336) 10-00 Fly Away Home (t996) 
(77256). 1200 TT» Drecfcxs (27733) See 
Pick of Ote Day. lOO Hotywood Buzz 
(6171) 200 One F*» Day (096) (44607). 
400 Stolen Women (696) $3055). 800 
Ry Away Hama (1996) (57T71) &00 One 
Ftoa Day (B96) (36888) 1000 Gotti (1996) 
(*8502681 1203 The J^or (1996) 
(330843). 205 The Abyss (tB89) 

(MH3447). 42S - 600 The Drectors 
(72HW) 

SKY MOWEUAX 

715 What a Way to Go! (1964) (7)056572). 
aoo An Unexpected Farniy (B96) 

(40930). UOO Tel Me No Lies (1991) 
PKJ84) too Whet a Way to Gol (1964) 
*7046) 300 The Kred Heart (C97) 
^& 220 ) 500 TaD Me No lies (1991) 

(82355) ZOO An Unexpected Famty (1996) 
P0O65) 900 The Haunted Heart (1994) 
(37317), UOO Anaconda (1997) (9215^ 
1200 The Grotesque (1995) $>75843) 245 
to the Bfaak Mdwiner (S96) P73718) 333 
Friday ihe 13th Part VI: The New Blood 
0988) {338232)500 -700 The HrecS 
Heart (1997) (83805). 

SKY CINEMA 

400 The Nutty Professor (1963) 

(8523888) 600 Hotel Reserve (®44) 
(7994201) 800 The Lighthoreemen (1988) 
(7906046) 1000 100 tte*- 100 McwfeS 
(6125201) mSS The Great White Hope 
f®7p) (72210065) 1240 None but the 
Lonely Heart (1944) (5Tt6599) 205 Berfin 
Express (1946) (39WWM) 400 Joan of 
Arc (1993) (3413640) 5L55 Close . 


Pick of the Day 


NO ONE WOULD ever accuse 
film-makers Jim Abrahams 
and David Zucker of being 
intellectuals. But that's their 
strength. Their films glory in 
dumb and dumber visual and 
verbal gags - remember the 
singing nun whose swinging 
guitar knocked out a sick girl’s 
life-support system in Airplane! 
In the Airplane !, Naked Gun 
and Hot Shots cycles - often 
aided by the deadpan comic 
skills of actor Leslie Nielsen - 


they display an infantile delight 
in puncturing pomposity. Thei* 
uniquely daft sense of humour is 
celebrated in The Directors 
U2noon Sky Premier). 

Surfing, with its quasi-mythical 
overtones, has long been an 
attractive theme for film-makers. 
Kathryn Bigelow uses it well 
as a backdrop for Point Break 
(10pm FUmFbur), a neat crime 
thriller starring Keanu Reeves 
(right) and Patrick Swayze. 

James Hampton 



; -*1C 


6JD0 WMohmT Peek (1994) (7886775) 8 j 00 
Litft (064 (7881220) HUM Faint Break 
(1991) (88309639) See Pick of the Day. 
12-05 Le MeprfS (1963) (1452843)200 
The Man without a Race (1993) (1482289. 

3-55 Vroom (©88) (7B5833I) £L25 - 6-00 
Stranger Left No Card (JJ4383W) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

:Sip Rax Hurt (1463607) 430 Water* 
V?Wd (I452S91) 5-00 Flghtfrie (1906572) 
5-30 HtatayS Turning PWrte (1476171) 
600 Animal Doctor (W3084) 600 Griz- 
zles (2860794) 700 Beyond 2000 
(1453220) 800 The Quest (635084) 830 
Ultimata Thru Rides (014591) 900 Taran- 
tHas (9849862) WuOO Burled AMe 
(9859349) UOO The U-floatWfer 
(1836125) 1200 Baloontog 0458737) 

100 l-fetoryfe Tumhg Points (4835756) 
130 Ffghtihe (9120447). 200 Close . 


SKY ONt 

700 Couit Duckitia (83133) 730 The 
Simpsons (46828) 8-30 Holywood 
Squares (72978) 900 Saly Jessy 
Raphael (S9355) «L00 Qprah WWrey 
(91152) UOO Gtftyl (88688) 1200 Jenny 
Jonas (0713) too Mad about Vfcxi 
(82404) 130 Jeopsidy (27779) 200 Sal- 
ty Jessy Raphael (79442) 300 Jerry 
Jones (45143) 400 Guftyl £21268) 500 
Star Trek: Deep Space kfrw (7161) 600 
Marrie d with Chflctan (4423)630 Dreem 
Team ^775) XOO The Simpsons (1220) 
800 Rescue Metics (7268) 830 Cop- 
pers (3775) 900 Wbricft Widest Folce 
Videos (52626) MOO Greece Uncovered 
(55713) UOO Dream Team (22997) 1130 
Star Trek: Deep Space Mna (54404) 

1230 tfghkarxfer (45824) 130 • 700 
Long Play £500756) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

700 Sports Centre (3297341) 715 V-Max 
(Z7053S) 745 H20 (262510) 845 Sports 
Centre (4838572) 830 Racing News 
(41607). 900 Aerobics (32956) 930 VbuVe 
on Sky Sports (B9591) 1000 Rxtfbal 
League (26862) UOO Triathlon (466261 
1200 Aerobics (45423) 1230 Footoai 
(17807) 200 Tbtalsport (9404) 230 
Whdarfng (304Q. 300 Spanish Foottel 
(51423) 400 H20 13626) 430 Tbtalsport 
500 Outdoor Quest (2S91) 600 
Sports Centre (3775) 630 Scottish Foot 
ban (10133) 230 Rastrax (3539) 800 Pre- 
mier Snooker League (85976) « 0 O 
Sports Centre (481881) 1045 'fntre on 


Sky Sports (501046) 1CL45 Scottish Foot- 
bal (275408. 1L45 Sports Centre 
098355) 1200 Vbifre on Sky Sports 
(7»®5) 1230 Premier Snooker League 
(46878) 230 Fastrax (57756) 300 Sports 
Centre (97326973) 345 Close . 

SKY SPORTS 2 

700 AbtoUcs (9223882) 730 Cricket 
England vs Austraia (3499978) tlOO 
labia Tennis: Grand RnaJ ^228317) 1200 
Outdoor Quest (7254713) tOO V-Max 
$222l33)13OCriC*etB)08ndvsAlj&- 
traSa (470009) 430 Golf: LPGA Naples 
Memorial (7881713) 630 Sports Umniied 
(290793C^ 730 WbrthhflBn cup Footbal 
(B09T7S7) 1000 Goth LPGA Naples 
Memorial (2348220) 1200 Outdoor Quest 
(B987534) 100 Worfrtogffin Cup FootbaB 
(3830534) 230 Sports Centre ^046653^. 
245 Close. 

SKY SPORTS 3 
1200 Wo ChampionsNps 1996 
(68682268) 100 Tony Dean Outdoors 
(66845881) 130 FlshTV (68663104) 200 
Shefe Wcndertii World of GcK (G4G3423) 
3LOO Golden Age of Racing (19103268) 
3-30 World Motorsport (41330607) 6-30 
Americana Outdoors (42254794) XOO 
Cricket Engtand vs Austreia (18657030) 
1000 Sn»rt»uts (40634404) UOO 
Olympic Series (62783171) M30 Close . 

eurosport 

730 Rely (22046) 800 Tennis (7335201) 
1200 Temb (1B35S). 200 Figure Skating 
(88065) 400 Tbrris (83220) 530 Figurs 


Skating {36648W) 030 figure Skatng 
(8S539) WOO Terre (82881) UOO 
Notdfc Combined Sking (29959) 1200 
Raly (64263) 1230 Close . 

UK GOLD 

700 Crossroads 0036323) 730 Neigh- 
bours (9646442) 735 EastEndere 
(1577201) 8-30 The B3 (8835152) 930 
The House of Sort (2975607) 1030 Rho- 
da (B9226B8) UOO Dafies (8340423) 
1L55 NeJ^boure (98129171) 123S East- 
Enders (7043775) 1O0 Jufet Bravo 
(4415336) 200 Dalas (1555084) 235 The 
Bfl (1068201) 335 EastEndere (3982T71) 
430 Rhode (1461249) 500 Al Creatures 
Gresfl and Smafl pa Z706S) 600 Dynasty 
(4495572) 700 2portt4 Chidren (K79794) 
700 tt AW Half Hot, Muri (137844^ 030 
Yea Mrtsl^ (3168404) 900 Red Dwarf IV 
(4282249) 0.40 nOy Vtex Meets— Pamela 
Anderson (7696794) 1045 NYPD Bfcje 
(29956591) t130 The a (9072688) 

1230 Backup (B935379) 145 h/anhoe 
(6210034) 2J0 Live at Jongteus (4771689) 
235 - 700 Shopping (52*16602) 

UVMQ 

600 Tmy (4920881) 630 Phlbart 
(29101268). 630 Johnson (64909084) 
&45 Try Tales (T7326201) 630 Rate Dot 
Shorts (17347794) 700 Parenting 
(5807336) 205 Professor Bubble 
(5681317) 730 Caflou (5504510) 735 Bug 
Alert (6651046) 735 Parenting (B1S862) 
800 Barney £316591) 830 Tmy Ttiles 
(7841682) 835 Tmy and Crew (8292572) 


830 Parenting (970082) 900 Dirt Show 
(2339443. 030 Roseeme Show 
(3336830. 1000 Jerry Springer (619T775) 
1030 fcteury ftivich ^848442) 1140 
Broofcslde (56W9084) eJOAnhtalRes- 
cue (PIS33249) 1240 Rescue 911 
(13056336) 140 Special Babies (23316775) 
140 Beyond BeW (79981046) 2J0 LA 
Law (3920171) 340 Living Room (78561525. 
400 Mctad Cote (4450775) 430 Rofcan- 
da (7653B9) 530 Ready Steady Cook 
(7184442) 645 Jerry Sprtoger (1372171) 
705 Rescue 911 (4562861) 235 Arena) 
Rescue (9945201) 800 Muder Cal 
(7993572) 900 Ffcns h My Darter* 
Name (1992) (790^59) UOO See LHe 
Down Under (3056572) 1200 Close . 

TNT 

900 BtoW-Up (1966) (406455K3) 1LOO 
Tick-; Tick— Tick (S70) (21847336) 100 All 
The FheTbmg Canntoals (1960) 

(2189806(9. 300 BlowUp (1966) 
(29683468) SuOO Close . 

PARAMOUNT COVEDY CHJUOEL 
700 CluelBSS (1882) 230 &ace under 
Rre (4881) BOO Rosearme (8210) 830 
Newsrado (6317) 900 Cybfl (67084) 

930 Vic Reeves' Big Mght Out (8T7T3) 
1000 Frasier (44794) 1030 Cheers 
(53442) H0O Seinfeld G39201) 11L30 The 
Larry Sanders Snw (14779) 1200 David 
Latermen (42602) 100 "feud (36114) 130 
The Critic $57195) 200 Dr Katz (36263) 
230 Soap (55399) 300 Vtftngs (16350) 
330 Mghtstand (39350). 400 Close . 
GRANADA PLUS 

600 WrlWn These Whig (9094997) 200 
On the Buses (4492571) 730 Doctor kuhe 
House (1442256) 800 That* My Boy 
(5246862)830 Up the Garden Path 
(5245133) 900 Coronation Street 
(5269713) 930 Emmerdale (8986201) 
1000 trtrty8omeJhing (9647820) UOO 
Hawai Five-O PM7884) 1200 Coronaticn 
Street (5256249) 1230 Emmerdale 
P9973T7) 1O0 Nearest and Dearest 
(5842012) 130 Agony @996688) 200 
Mrtysoniathfcg (8083423) 300 The Lure 
Boat (794697^. 400 The Sart (7B587CI) 
5u00 Hawai RveO ^989591) 800 Em- 
merdale (5453077) 630 Corcnation Street 
(6290779) ZOO Mssion bnposstoie 
(5361330) 800 The Lore Boet (5387978) 
900 Coronation Street (7964997) 930 
The Comectens (8900881) tO0O The Jok- 
art Wld (5257978) 1030 Hoganfe Heroes 
(526662^ 1100 As Grawda Men & Mo- 
tors (4805336) 200 Close . 


Regional television variations 


BBC1 N RELAND 

As B8C1 LONDON A SE floocept : 

630 Newsine 630 (423) «L30 Spc*8ght 
(44TT1) UOO ftddnoton Green (706^. 
1130 Lades' Night an hside Story 
daJ (298171) 1230 Crimwratoh LK Update 
622799^1230 Ffrn: The Honkers 
(2867*5. 2JO BBC News 24 (74901621) 
BBC1 SCOTLAND 
AaBKl LOMNM4 A SB exeapti 
CL30 Dotaman (17^9794) 12L45 
Dochddh Mot (Oakey Dole) (5433293C^. 
600 News (171) 630 Reports Scotland 
(12^ 1205 Scottish Questions (K71534) 
1235 News 24 (67736602) 

BBC1 WALES 

As B6C1 LONDON ft SC except: 

. 630 WNes Ibday (423) KL30 Viteek to 
;<8ek Out (44171) UOO Paddtogton Green 
(7064a. t!30 Lades' Mght an toside Stay 
Speoal (289423) 1235 Crimewratch UK 
UbdatB teneoart i wM ftwiiw 
BSC News 34 

ANGLIA 

As Cariton except: 1230 Anrfa News 
and Mbather fBSt34Z30 100 Shorttand 
Street (186704^ 135 Home and Aww 
(B5915572) 200 The Jetty Springer Show 
(3437881) 330 An^a News andwteatfier 


Q521065) 600 Arnia News (539) 630 
About Angia (591) 230 Ltoati Country 
(775) 1030 Anrta News and Weather 
P5557E) tt-40 Go Flsrtig with John WB- 
son (2lfe«) 1240 Jemy P518621) 1240 
The Hairrted Fchtank &554971) UO HgTv 
tender (380691D 2J0 wet Rock Profies 
S50146®. 235 Wish \bu Ware Herft-? 
(7465263) 3LOO Judge Judy (31697355) 
430 Coach (9640^6)435 RV 
Mghtscreen (5091911) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 1230 Cental 
News and Wteatherf65134Z3) UOO Head- 
fcttts J5BW) 330 Centre] News (25M56E) 
540 axxttend Street (5250ZPI) 6u00 
Home and Away (S37Ce4) 635 Centra) 
NewsandViteethw(44i40A730Land- 
jtacSss (775) 1630 CBntrafi News and 
VWaVwr P557I5) 1140 Central Sports 
Spedai (46303) 430 Jobindsr (B37T70a 
530 AaxTEyB (4857069) 

HIV WALES 

As C a rf ton ex ce pt: ML30 This Mcm- 
hg 04770607) 1245 HTV News 
(SSWTT^. lOO Shortand Street (5151E) 
130 Home and Away @3317) 200 The 
Jeny Sprtoger Show (2437881) 330 HTV 
News (252V)65)5» A Couttry Practice 
600 Home and Array (937084) 


635 Vfetes Tbright (444404) 230 
RsNockS W8d Tracks (77^. 1030 HTV 
News S557T5) TWO The Front Row 
B10881) tSL40 The Haunted Fetusrk 
&549T1) «0 tfchfetoder (38069t1> 240 
Rock Prolias (9501466) 235 Wish 
Vbu Wtere Here-? (79S263) 300 Judge 
Judy (31697355) 430 Ccach S54SS8) 
4-45 ITV Mghtscreen P09T9H) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales accept: 635 HTV 

West Weather (269220) 6-30 The Vfest 
Tbright ®1) 230 Wbst Eye View (77a 
1L40 FteaMB G^ds £2135K^ 1240 Vries 
tiem the Crypt (5618621) 


230 Ptanet Rock ProHes {960I46& 235 
Wish Mau Wbre Here-? (M552BS0 300 
Judge Judy (3067366) 430 Coach 
(9542939^.4-45 ITV Mgtascreen 
(880470^. 500 Freescreen (95756) 
WESTCOUNTRY 

As Carfton ex ce pt: 1030 This Mom- 
tog (24770607) 12J5 Vttestttountay News 
(997775) 1237 Startoations «5&1442) 
100 Ernmerdate (5510) 330 VWstaxsv 
tiY News (2521065) 600 Westaxxtty Uve 


As Carlton except: 1030 TTis Mom- 
tai (2477D607) 1235 Meridan News and 
wSffiier (9^777^. 100 Shartfand Street 
(1867046) 135 Home and Away 
B5915572) 200 The Jery Sprnger Show 
0437881) 330 Meriefen News and Viteath- 
er (2521065) 530 Home and May 
(5250271) 537 Three Mnutse (639930) 
600 Meriden TWght S3ft 630 Suprise 
Chefs pei) 230 waaS sos frrs) 1030 

Meridbn News and Weatiiw (5S5715) 

1140 cybercafe £050. 1230 Hope and 
Qoria (5518821) 12.40 The Haurted Rsh- 
tar* (5554911) t» Meander (38069T1) 


(82065) T30 Wld West Country (77^. 
KL30 Wtestaxxnry Ware p557Tg. 1140 
Anatomy of Disaster (910681) 12^0 The 
Haunted Rshtark (5S54811) 130 Ifch- 
iander (3806911) 230 Pfanat Rock ftoftes 
0501466) 235 Wish Vbu Were Here_? 
(7455263) 300 Judge Judy (31697355) 
430 Coach ©5419398) 4v«5 rtV 
MghtBoreen (509STQ. 

Y0 BKSI1C 

As Carlton except: 1230 Calendar 
News and Wbattwr (651342a. LOO Home 
and Away (82182201) 135 The Jerry 
Springer Show (8026152) 230 Coronation 
Stre« (3855220) 330 Catendar News 
Hearties (252065) 5-40 News; Weather 
649688) 535 Catendar P8504S) 630 
Tonight (591) 730 QE2 hah f at (775) 
1030 Calendar News and Wfeather 


(555715) H40 Renegade (463133) 430 
Jobfinder (B718379) 

TYNE TEES 

As Ybrfcshire except: 12-2 0 North 
East News and WBalher (8513423) 330 
North East News Hearties (J352W65) 
535 North East Weather (65079$ 600 
North EastTantahl (82065) Z30 Gruidy 
Goes- (775) 1030 North East News and 
WtesSher p557B) 1L40 North East tench 
(463133) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: AOO Vtego- 
lorVSchoote (0479422) 1200 Bewfched 
rt6Tfi33& 1230 Sesame Street 
(38103510) 100 Planed Plant (475307T3) 
130 electors’ Lot (24955626) 135 
Fftn: Do Not Distab ( 32636573) 430 
Dtehes fi6S0B336) 500 Planed Plant: Lin- 
ed 5 £32535646) 500 Countdown 
(56899688) 6 00 NBW yddon (B977B97S) 
630 Heno (95470775) 200 Robot yCwm 
669^602) X30 Nfawyddon G5G809065) 
&00 Y Sloe Gaif (40630210) 830 

Range* (5«S51C7) «O0 Brookgide 
^4667978) 1035 MaydW (36954268) 
tL35 The Real Holdsy Show (69375442) 
1205 Ffrn: Onttie Buses (37771282) 
140 Short Stories £1387280. 230 
CloseO 4-00 VegoSon (B002805) 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 


RADIO 5 UVE 

(693^ 909kHz MW) 

6X0 Breakfast 
9JX> Nrcky GampbeL 
1200 The Mdday News 
tOO Ruscoe and Ca Fi Glover and 
tha 5 Live team present fve reports 
from the big news and sports events 
of the day. Including Moneycheck, 
and F7s guest to conversation. 

4X0 Drive Peter ABen and Jane 
Garvey with news and sport LK 
travel updates every 15 minutes with 
Lynn Bowies. 

7X0 News Extra. 

730 The Tuesday Match, ftissefl 
FuBer presents ctwerage of aD the 
nights top football actfon, todudtog 
the first teg of the Worthington Cup 
semi-ffoaJ between Sundertand and 
Leicester. 

KLOO Late NSghl Live The day's big 
stories with Robtosoa Inducing 
1030 a fuH sports round-up. ItOO 
News and finance And between 
TL30 and 100 a sharp and spirited 
late-night topical discussion. 
tOO Up AS Night. 

5X0 • 6X0 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(10Q0-1019MHZ FM ) 

SOO Nick Barley. aOO Henry Keiy. j 
1200 Requests. 2X0 Concerto 
3X0 Jamie Crick. 630 Nswsnrght 
700 Smooth Classics at Seven. 

SOO Evening Concert TLOO Afan 
Mam. 2X0 Concerto 3X0 - 6X0 
Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215, TS7-1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM) 
630 Chris Evans 930 Mark For- 
rest too Nick Abbot <MW Harriet 
Scott 730 Fete & Geoft KLOO 
James Merritt tl>0 Steve Power. 
4-30 - 630 Richard Allen 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198k Hz LW ) 

LOO The World Today. 130 On 
Screen L45 Record News. 2X0 
The World Today. 230 Women Who 
Dared to Speak. 3-00 The World To- 
day. 3^0 Sports Roundup. 330 
World Business Report 345 In- 
sight 430 - 7 jOO The World 
Today (400-700) 

TALK RADIO 

6X0 Big Boys Breakfast with David 
Banks & Nick Ferrari. 9-00 Scott 
Chisholm. LOO Anna Raeburn. 330 
Peter Deeley. 5X0 The SportZona 
7X0 Eubank^ People 8X0 James 
Whaia LOO - 6-00 Ian ColEns. 


The favourites Slough further set 
their mark on the Four Nations 
Chess League (4NCL) at the week- 
end with two victories which left 
them a massive four points clear af- 
ter six of the eleven rounds. 

A seven-one win against Rich- 
mond on Saturday was followed by 
the much tougher match against my 
dub. Wood Green, on Sunday- who 
had done ourselves no favours with 
a lackadaisical peK"i ™nry against 
Wessex resulting (justi in a 4-all 
draw, but were still dear second. 

Playing Black, I was happy to ac- 
cept when Ibny Miles offered me a 
draw still in the opening, farther 
draws followed with a single Slough 
victory but the match still seemed 
dose after three hours or so since 
we had pressure on a couple of 
boards, especially Malcolm Pein’s. 
In repeating moves in a much 
superior ending to reach the time 
control, however. Pein did so once 
too often, allowing Colin McNab to 
claim a draw. (His misery was com- 
plete, poor man. when be learnt that, 
minutes earlier, his beloved 
Liverpool had let in two late goals 
to be ejected from the FA Cup by 
Manchester United.) 

After about five hours’ play there 
were just two games left, in each of 
which we were the exchange up and 
in each of which we were in serious 
trouble. Although both were saved 


Chess 

JON SPEELMAN 

rther set the final result was an honourable 
Nations but conclusive defeat 33-4.5. 
he week- Slough now have a perfect 12/12 

inch left and 38X ga m e points out of 48 
; clear af- ahead ofWbod Green 8/12 and 27/48, 
is. Invieta Knights 8 and 255 and Bar- 

is t Rich- bican I 8 and 24; while last year's 
lowed by champions Bigwood (Midland Mon- 
jainstmy arehs as was) have 7 and 29.5. 
lay- who This is Miles’s crisp win on Sat- 

mrs with urday. Kadi usuaJty plays 4... Bb4+ 
e against in this rather obscure line. In the 
o a 4-all game, he quickly fell behind in de- 
iecond. velopxnent though 7 ...dxc4 8 Qxc4 
ipytoac- Nd6 9 Qxb4e4 was rather more chai- 
red me a lenging. Certainly not 13 Qdl?? 
fhrther Ne3+. 

e Slough 14 ...Bxc3?? was a gross blunder 

seemed though 14 ...Bb7 is pretty grim 
so since after either 15 Rdl Bxc3 16 bxc3 
ouple of when the black squares are very 
n Pein’s. weak or 15 Bxd5 Bxd5 16 Nxd5 Qxd5 
a much 17 Rdl with a dangerous initiative, 
the time At the end if 15 ...Qxd5 l6J%di. 


White: Tony Miles 
Blade Gavin Wall 
4NCL1999 
English Opening 


Ic4g6 

2e4e5 

3 d4 Nfc 

4 NE3 Nxe4 

5 Bd3 Bb4+ 
6KFl!d5 

7 Qb3 C5?J 
8Cxd5Nf6 


9 dxe5 Nxd5 

10 Bg5 Qd7 

11 a3b5? 

12 Be4 c4 

13 Qc2 Ba5 

14 Nc3 BxC3?? 

15 Bxd5 1-0 


Creativity 

LOKl 


MORE LEAP-SECOND Knock-On 
Consequences: John Harvey 
reschedules Cornwall’s eclipse as 
that asteroid arrives early and 
blots out sunlight for 20 minutes 
every hooi; causing an entirety new 
strain of mad cow disease. And 
Nigel Plevin is now telepathic, 
foreseeing Loki’s Stonehenge 
realignment, Caria's space-time 
continuum and John's asteroid. 
Weird! 

So: what does a newspaper print 
when there is no news? And specif- 
ically, how do you use a 450-word 
Creativity column in a week with no 
contributions? 

Minnie & Mai Liszt suggest an 
aesthetic white space, achieved by 
typing 2,700 consecutive space bars 
(taking five characters to be a type- 
setter’s notional “word"): Martin 
Brown donates the space to the 
European Space Agency to ex- 
plore; Oliver Reed builds a space 
station with 2,700 space bars; Jack 
Straw makes it a free-fall Devil’s 
Island, with 2,700 space bars on the 
onty window. Les Dawson suggests 
a game of Blankety-Blank, in which 
his guests would be Raymond 
Briggs's The Snowman, The Great 
White Hope, a polar bean Caspar 
the Ghost, a White Russian and The 
Invisible Man, who would all wear 
blank expressions and be paid with 
blank cheques. 

David Ridge would fill it with 
pictures of mermaids and their 
irresistible songs; Nic Coidan with 
join-the-dots puzzles, Rory 
Jacques with ink blots, Amanda L 
Brock and Julie Orsett with frac- 
tals. Roland de Dyce with a Snakes 
and Ladders board, Maguy Higgs 


with pornography in Sanskrit and 
Martha Maddox with n to 2,699 
decimal places. 

Pierre de Fermat regards the 
space as an ample margin in which 
to write a marvellous proof of a 
theorem he has discovered, and 
thereby cure Martha Maddox’s 
headaches for the next 300 years. 

Bruce BirchaU would fill it with 
Bayeux Thpestry pictures depicting 
famous Pursuits: Galahad »nri the 
Holy Grail, William Rufus and the 
wild boar, St George and the 
dragon. Susan Tomes would cut 
out the empty column, erect it in 
Trafalgar Square, stand on it and 
become an instant tourist attrac- 
tion. (Grapple fans mi gh t quite like 
a half-Nelson? j 

Photographic ideas were Paul 
Turner with snaps of Creativity 
prizewinners for jealous losers to 
stick pins in, Mae (sic) Hall with 
Marie Lloyd, Ited Horne with the 
Marie Celeste, and the Moonies 
with the Mare Imbrium. 

John Harvey and David Ridge 
win copies of Chambers Dictionary 
of Quotations, as does Ian Hunfley 
for issuing a timely challenge: sug- 
gest further causes for another 
round of ministerial resignations. 

Ideas please to Creativity, The 
Independent, i Canada Square, 
Canary Wharf; London E14 5DL or 
e-mailed to LokiValhalla@bt 
internetcom by 4 February. Three 
prizes of Chambers Dictionary of 
Quotations to be announced on 9 
February, one of which may be 
awarded for suggesting a chal- 
lenge. On 2 Fsbruaiy we stretch our 
imaginations with ways to use 
elastic bands. 


Concise Crossword 


No3829 Tuesday 26 January 



ACROSS 

1 Wage packet enclosure (7) 
5 Plate for consecrated bread 
(5) 

8 Explosive ingredient (5) 

9 Accommodation (7) 

10 In an undertone (5,4) 

12 Insect (3) 

13 Merciful (6) 

14 Mammary gland (6) 

17 Mass of feh eggs (3) 

18 Pub employee (9) 

20 Flexible m 

21 Joint (5) 

23 Quarrel (5) 

24 Hold spellbound (7) 


DOWN 

1 Underwear (5) 

2 Still (3) 

3 Thke a rest (3,4) 

4 Whiteness (6) 

5 Clergyman (5) 

6 Rear part of truck (9) 

7 Leave untended (7) 
11 Moderate (9) 

13 Seat belt (7) 

15 Vote in a gam (2-5) 

16 Source of wisdom (6) 

18 Wish (5) 

19 Fart or spur (5) 

22 Prohibit (3) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

aas 

Leeward. 29 Ratio. DOWR lFoibgc. 2 Rumba, 3 Yearned, 4 Hoop-la, 5 Nylon, 

7 Yeast, 12 Imam. 14 Deal. 16 Coiene, 18 Psalter, 19 RBOltoT^ReftSa 
Conga. 25 Ingot- 
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